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ADVERTISEMENT. 



RESPECTING the fource from which the follow- 
ing letters have been drawn, and the grounds 
on which the reader is expefted to reft his belief 
of their authenticity, it may be fufficient to inform 
him (and, for the truth of the aflertion, to appeal 
to His Excellency, Thomas Pinckney, the Ameri- 
can Minifter Plenipotentiary), that permiflion was 
obtained from the proper authority, to tranicribc, 
from the original papers preferved in the Secretary 
of State's office in Philadelphia, thefe and fundry 
other authentic documents relating to the conteft 
between the colonies and the mother country, viz, 
Letters from the Commanders of the continental 
forces, and other perfons employed in the public . 
fervice, — intercepted Letters from Britifli Officers 
and other adherents to the royal caufe, — Com- 
munications from the Governors, Conventions, and 
Committees of the feveral American States, — Dif- 
patches from Agents and Commiffioners, — ^Inftruc- 
tions, — Reports "of Committees of Congrefs, — ^parts 
of the §ecrct Journals hitherto unpublifhed, — and 

various 



[ vi ] 

various other pieces. elucidative of the events which 
led to and finally eltabliihed American indepen- 
dence. 

That permilTiQn v^as granted early in the year 
1 792, and immediate advantage v^^as taken of the in- 
i dulgence ; though, from various circumftances, of 

little confequence to the reader to know, the pub- 
lication has been fo long delayed. Even at this 
late period, the editor contents himfelf with laying 
before the public but a part of the colledion, — in- 
tending, if thefe volumes meet with a favorable re- 
ception, to continue the publication, and prefent 
his readers with a variety of interefling pieces 
pej'med by the leaders and principal agents in the 
-American Revolution, and tendir.g to throw light 
on many important tranfactions tliat have hitherto 
been eilh:r enveloped in total darknefs, or, ?.t 
'bell, but obfcurcly perceived, and imperfettly un- 
, derftood. 

Some parts of thefe letters may perhaps appear* 
1 too full of minutiae to hUereft that clafs of reader:;, 

^' \vho> unaccuftomed to enter into tiie inveftigation 

I of caufcs or coiifequences, delight only in recitals 

of battles, fieges, and other ftriking occurrences 
which conftitute the more prominent features of 
f hiflory. But, to the reafoning philofophic reader, 

; who wifl;es to explore the fecret fprings of action, 

— to trace events to their remote and latent caufes, 
[ — to difcover and examine lliC fubordinate and col- 

li lateral circumilances (ofi tritiing in appearance, 

! ' and generally overlooked by the vulgar eye), 

I wliich^ in the ftruggles of contending nations, give 

' a pre* 
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a preponderancy to the one or the other fc^ 
thofe minute details will, it is prefumed,- be far 
from unacceptable, as furnifliing him with that 
fpecies of information, upon which alone he can 
venture to ground a decifive opinion, and which he 
might elfewhere feek in vain. 

The inclofnres, frequently referred to in thefe 
volumes, would ftill further contribute to fet every 
circumftance in a clearer and ftronger light ; and it 
was the editor's original intention that they fliould 
have accompanied the letters to which they refpcc- 
tively belong. Obftaclcs however, at prefevJ infur- 
mountable, ftand in the way of their immediate pub- 
lication: but, when thefe are removed, the papers 
alluded to fliall make their appearance in form of 
an Appendix, — fuch parts of them at leaft, as are 
of a curious and interefting nature. 

Meanwhile the reader will obferve that it v/as 
deemed a« yet premature to publifli certain paf- 
fages of thefe letters : fome omiffions have of courfe 
taken place, which are every where pointed out by 
afterilks, and which will be fupplicd at a pro- 
per feafon, probably not far difrant. — On the 
other hand, in perhaps half a dozen inflanccs, a 
(ingle word has been hazarded on conje6^urc, to 
fill up a chafm, where either the origijjal or the 
copy happened to be torn or defaced; in whicli 
cafes, the fiipplemental words are inciofed within 
crotchets and printed in Italic. — A few entire let- 
ters, moreover, as appears by reference made to 
them' in fubfcqucnt ones, are here wanted to com- 
plete the chain of correfpondcncc. Ihefc the edi- 
9 tor 
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tor can give no account of, as the originals appear 
to have been loft from the files of office. 

About a dozen letters, written by the general's 
fecretary *, are here infefrted ^ — a few^ from the ge- 
neral himfelf to the board of war, or committee 
of Congrefs, — one to the prefident of the New- 
York Convention, and one to R. Morris, efquire, 
in the department of finance. Thefe it was 
thought improper to omit : not did it feem worth 
while, on account of a few exceptions, to make 
any alteration in the general title of the book. 

♦ Mr. R. H. Harrifon, refpefting whom, the reader is re- 
quefled to correft an error in Vol. I. page 240, line 6, where, 
inftead of * aiJes^* he fhould read ^/ecrcfancs\ — Another miftake 
occurs in page 26 of the fame volume, line }2, where ^fourth* 
dould be read inftead of ^fourteeutt^ ^ 
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GENERAL WASHINGTONf 
T O C O N G R E S S, 



To the Monbrable Members of the Continental Congrefs^ at 
Philadelphia^ 

X GENtLlEMEitj : Ke^-York^ fnne ij^ 1775* 

^ X HE rain on fri^ay stftcfnoori and fatur<3ay,^-^the advice 
qf feveral gentlemen of the Jerfeys and this cky, by no means 
to crofs Hudfon's river at the lower ferry — and fortie other 
circumftances, too trivial to mention, prevented my arrival 
at this place, until the afternbon of this day. 

In the morning, after giving general Schuyler fuch orders, 
as, from the refult of iny inquiry Into matters hfere, appeal' 
neceffary, I (hill fet out on my journey to the camp at Bof» 
%ony and fhall proceed With all the difpatch in my powen 
iPowder is ifo eiTential an article, that I cannot help again re- 
,peating the neceflity of a fupply* The camp at Bollon, from 
the beft account I can get from thexice, is but very poorly 
fupplled. At this place, they have fcarce aajf- How they 
Vol. I. B ^xt 
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\ •..;-.:• 

ar^.jprovftled Vt general Wooft^r's camp, I have not been 
. •I^l^.yertio learn. 
l\ :• '• • Governor Tryon is arrived, and general Schuyler diredled 
r r • to advife you of the line of conduft he moves in- I fear it 

will not be very favorable to the American caufc. 
■ I have only to add, tliat I am, with great . refpeft and 

regard, gentlemen, your moft obedient and obliged humble 
fcrvant, G° Washington. 



\ 



To John Hancock^ Efquire, PreJtJent of Congrefs, 

New'Yorhfundayy i^th June^ 1775, $ o'ehck^ P.M. 

Sir, 

IJPON my arrival here this afternoon, I was inform- 
ed that an exprrfswa* M toWft, from the-provincial camp 
in Maflachufetts-Bay ; and having feen, among the papers in 
his poffeffion, a letter dire£led to you as prefident of the 
Ct)ngrefe, f have taken the liberty to open it* 2 was induced 
to take that liberty, by fevcral gentlemen of New- York 
who were anxious to know (he particulars of the affair of 
the fcv^ntccfnth inflant, aiid agreeable to tfaecsders of mtiny 
meinbers of the Congrefs, wlio judgcd.it neceffary tliat I 
ihoiild avail myfcif of the "beft inforcnation in the coiirfe of 
iriyJouYney. 

"V^ou will find, fir, 1>y that letter, a great want of powder 
jIn the provincial army, which I fincerely hope the Congrefs 
will fupply as fpeedily and as efFe6inally as in their power* 
Pne thoufan3 pounds in weight were fent to the camp at 
ICanribridge, three days ago, from this city*; which has left 
this place almoft deftitute of that neceflary article ; there 'be- 
ing at this time, from the beft information, not more thah 
four barrels of powder in the city of New- York. 

I propofe to fet off'for the provincial camp ta-mdirow^ 
and will ufe all poffitle difpatch to join 'the forces there. 

Pleafe to ihake my compliments to the gentlemen of thcr 

Congrefs > 
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CoQgreis ; and believe me to be^ iir, your obliged frien(J^ 
aod hliinble ferv^ntj Q. W, 

, £1^, B. 411 the ftJpfeqmnt Utters^ n$t othirwlfe exprefslydi- 
ndidf are ad4rejjid to the Prefident of Congrefsfor the 
time kei»g*} 



•sr Si^, Camp at Camhridgt^ July id, 17 75. 

I Arrived Cafe at this place on the third inftant, afteX 
a jow'ney ?Ltteaded with a good deal of fatigue, and retarded 
by neceCary attentions to the fucceillve civ^ties which ac- 
companied m<^ yt\ my whole route. 

Upon my arriv;^!, I immediatdy vifitjed the feyefal poftii 
occupied by our troops j and, ^5 foon a^ the weather permitjed, 
reconnoitred thofe of the crierayk I found the latter ftrongljr 
intrenched on Bunkex^s-hill, about a mile from Charleftown, 
and advanced about half ^ mile from the place of the late ac-* 
cion, with their Gentries ejttended ibout one hundred and fifty 
yar^s on this fide of the nar^oweft part of the neck leading 
froin this place tx) Charleftown. Three floating batteries lie 
in Myflick river i?^ar tbw camp, and one twenty-gun {j^ip 
below the fcrryjfdace between Bofton and Charleftown. They 
Jbave alfo a t)attcry oa Copfe-hill, op the Bofton lide, whi<;|^ 
j^iu^h annoyed our jr^ops in th^ lat? attack. Upon the necjc^ 
Jthcy have aifp deeply intrenched and fortified. Their ad- 
ya^iced guards, till Uft (aturday morniijg, occupied Brown's 
Jho^fe^, 4b9ut^a mile from Ro;Kbury meeting-houfe, and 
twenty roods from liieii: lines .: but, at that time, a party 
from geneisd JbA^Pi^f'f c^amp ferprifed the guard, drove 
^pcfk in, sund biiwied die boufe?. Thp bpUc of their army^ 
jcpmmanded by general Howe, lies on Bunker*s4ull, and the 
jremainder on Roxhtu^y-necJc, js^qept the light horfe, and a 
4Eew men in the ^own of Bofton* 

Ofipjur.iide, we have thrown up intrenchsmi^ots on Win« 

Ba \«i 
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ter and Profpe6l hills, — the enemy's camp in full view, at 
the diftance of little more than a mile. Such intermediate 
points as would admit a landing, I have iincc my arrival 
taken care to ftrengthen, down to Sewal's farm, where a 
ftrong intrcnchment has been thrown up. 'At Roxbury, ge- 
neral Thomas has thrown up a Itrong work on the hill, 
about two hundred yards above the meeting-houfe ; which, 
with the brokenncfs of the' ground, and a great number of 
rocks, has made that pafs very fecurc. The troops raifed in 
New-Hampihire, with a regiment from Rhode-Ifland, oc- 
cupy Winter-hill : a part of thofc from Conneflicut, under 
general Putnam, are on Profpeft-hill. The troops In this 
town are entirely of the Maffacjiufetts : the remainder of the 
RhodeJfland-men are at Sewal's Farm. Two regiments of 
Coiinedticut, atid nine of the Maffachufetts, are at Rox- 
bury. The refidue of the army, to the number of about 
feven hundred, are ported in fevera! fmall towns along the 
'cbaft, to prevent the depredations of the enemy. 

.Upon the whole, I think myfelf authortfed to fay, that, 
confidering the great extent of line and the nature of the 
ground, we are as well feciired, as could be expefled in fo 
fliort a time, and under the difadvantages Xve labor. Thefe 
cohlift in a want of engineers to conftruft proper works and 
idlfefl: the men^, ^ \\^nt of took, and* a Efficient number of 
"Vnen to man the tVorks in cafe of an ^taclc. * You will ob- 
ferve, by the proceedings of the council of war which T have 
the honor t6 incl6fe, that it Is our unanimous opinion, to 
hold and defend thefe works as long aS poffible. The dif- 
'couragement it would give the men, and Its contrary cffe<2$ 
on the minifterial tro'ops, thus to abandon our encamp- 
ment in their face, formed with fo mtrch 4abor,-^added to 
the certain deftruSion of a cChfiderable and valuable extent 
of country, and our uncertainty of finding a place in all re- 
fpefts fo capable of making a liknd,— 'are leading reafons for 
this determination. At the "fame time we arc veiy fenfibfe 
of the difficulties which- attend the defence of 'lines of fo 

great 
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great extent, and the dangers which may enfuc from fuch 
a divifion of the army. 

My earneft wiih to .comply with the inftruflions of the 
Congrefs, in making an early and complete return of ,the 
ftate of the army, has Jed into an involuntary delay of ad- 
dreffing you ; which has given me much concern. Having 
.given orders for this purpofe immediately on my arrival, — 
and unapprifed of the imperfeiSt obedience which had been 
paid to thofe 6f the like nature from general Ward, I was 
l^d from day to day to expedt they would come in, and 
therefore detained rhe meffenger. They are not now fo 
complete as I could >yi{h: but much allowance is to be made 
for inexperience in forms, and a liberty which had been 
taken (not given) on this fubjed. Thefe reafons, I flatter 
rayfelf, will no longer exift ; and, of confequence, more re- 
gularity and exaftncfs will in future prevail. This, with a 
neceflary attention to the lines, the movements of the mihif-. 
terial troops, and our immediate fecurity, muft be my apo- 
logy, which I beg you to lay before Congrefs with the ut- 
moft duty and refpecSt. 

We labor under great difadvantages for want of tedti: 
for, though they have been helped out by a colleclion of 
now ufelefs fails from the fea-port towns, the number is far 
ihort of our ni^ceffities. The colleges and houfes of this 
town are neceflarily occupied by the troops ; which aflfbrds 
another reafon for keeping our prefent fituation. But I mod 
fincerely wifh the whole army was properly provided to take 
the field, as I am well afTured, that (befides greater expedir 
tion and adlivity in cafe of alarm) it would highly conduce 
to health and difcipline. As materials are not to be had 
here, I would beg leave to recommend the procuring a far- 
ther fupply from Philadelphia, as fqon as poflible, 

I fliould be extremely deficient in gratitude as well as juftice, 
if I did not take the firft opportunity to acknowledge the 
r^adinefs and attention, which the provincial Congrefs and 
different committees have ibewn, to make every thing; as 

B 3 " convenieat 
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cotivenient and agreeable as poflible. But there is a vital 
and inherent principle of delay, incompatible with militaTy 
fervice, in tranfa6ting bufinefs through fuch numefotis and 
differeiit channels. I efteem it therefore my duty t6' repre- 
fent the inconvenience which muft unavoidably crtfue from 
a dependence on a number of perfons for fupplies ; ^nd fub*. 
mit it to the confederation of Congrefs, whether the public fer- 
vice will not be heft promoted by appointing a commiflary* 
general for thefe purpofcs. We have a ftriking inftarice df 
the preference of fuch a mode, in the eft&blifliment of Cbn- 
nedlicut, as their troops are extremely well provided Undeir 
the direftion of Mr. Trumbull, and he has at differeiit tim^s 
affifted others with various articles. Siould my fentiments 
happily coincide with thofe of your honors on this fubjeft, 
I beg leave to recommend Mr. Tftlmbull as a very pfoper 
perfon for this department. In the arrangement "of .troops 
coUefted under fuch circumftances, and upon the fpui* of 
immediate neceffity, feveral appointmehts ar6 omitted, which 
appear to be indifpenfably neceflary for the good government 
of the army — particularly a quarter-mafter-general, a com- 
miffary of mufters, and a commiflary of anillery. Thcife I 
muft earneftly recommend to the notice and provifion of the 
Congrefs. 

1 find myfelf already much eitibartaffcd, for want of a mi- 
litary cfeeft. Thefe embarraffments will increafe every day ; 
I muft therefore requeft that money may be forwarded as 
ifoon as poffibie. The wailt of this moft n^ceffary article 
will (I fear) prdduce great inconveniences, if not prevented 
by an early attention. I find the army in general, and the 
troops raifed iii Maffachufettis in particular, very deficient 
in neceflary cloathing. Upon inquiry, there appears no 
probability of obtaining any fupplies in this quarter : and, on 
the beft confideratibn of this matter I am able to form, I ^m of 
opinion that a number of hunting (htrt^ (not Icfe than tcti 
'thOufand) would in a gtcat degfee temove this diflgcdty, 
In the chcapbft «ihd 4uickcft manner. ' i'know nothing, in ^ 

fpeculative 
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ijiecijlative view, more trivial, yet, if put in praiftlcc, would 
J^five a happier tendency to unite the men, and abolifli tliofe 
.jgrovincial .diftin(5lions wUicIx lead to jcaloufy and diflUtif- 
fe^£lion, 

. .In a former part, of this letter, I mentioned the want of 
ciigineers. I can hardly exprefs the difappointment I have 
experienced on this fuhjeft, — the fkill of thofe we have be- 
ing very imperfe^a, and confined to the mere manual cxcr- 
cife of cannon ; whereas the war in which we are engaged 
requires a knowledge, comprehending the duties of the fteld, 
. 4nd tbrtiScation. If any perfons thus qualified are to be 
fomid in the fouthern colonies, it would be of great public 
fcrvice to forward them with all expedition. 

Upon the article of ammunition, I muft re-echo the for- 
mer complaints on tliis fubje£l. We are fo exceedingly defti- 
tute, Uwt our artillery will be of little ufe, without a fupply 
both large and feafonable. What we have muft be referved 
for tlie fmall arms, and that managed with the utmoft fru- 
gality, * * * ^ 

The ftate of the army you will find afcertained with toler- 
able precifion in the returns which accompany this letter^ 
Upon finding the number of men to fall fo fat ihort of tlie 
eftablifhment, and below all expedlation, I immediately call* 
ed a council of the general officers, whofe opinion (as to tliQ 
mode of filling up the regiments, and providing for the pre- 
Ibnt exigency) I have the honor of inciofing, together with 
the bell judgment we are able to form of the minifterial 
troops. FjTom the number of boys, deferters, and negroes^ 
th^t have been enlifted in the troops of this province, I en- 
tertain fome doubts whether tlie number required can b^ 
raifed here.: and a,ll the general officers agree that no depen- 
dence can be put <on the militia, for. a continuance {n camp» 
or regularity and difcipline during the fliort time they may 
^a,y.. This unhappy and devoted, province has been fo long 
ia ^, .ftate of an^rchjy, .and tlie yoke. , * * . * * * 
j}e^i laid fo heavily on it, tliat great allowances are to be 

B 4 made 
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made for troops raifed nndcr. fuch circuiikftances* The d^-^ 
£ciency of numbers, difcipline^ and ftores, can only lead to 
this conclufion— that their fpirithas exceeded their jftrengtfa. 
But .at the fame time I would humbly fubmit to the confider- 
ation of Congrefs the propriety of making fomc further pro- 
vifion of men from the other colonies. If thefe regiments 
fliould be completed to their eftablifhment, the difmiffion of 
thofe unfit for duty on account of their age and charadler 
would occafion a confiderable reduftion ; and, at all events, ' 
thty have been enlifted upon fuch terms, that they may be 
difbanded when other troops arrive. Bat fliould ray appre- 
heniions be realifed, and the regiments here not filled up, the 
public caufe would fuflPer by an abfolute dependence uporr 
fo doubtful an event, unlefs fome provifion is made againft 
fuch a difappointment. 

It requires no military fkill, to judge of the diflScuIty of 
introducing proper difcipline and fubordination into an army 
while we have' the enemy in view, and are in daily expeiSta- 
tioiJBf an attack ; but it is of fo much importance, that every . 
effort will be made, which time and circumftances will ad* 
mit. In the mean time I have a fincere pleafure in obferv- 
ing that there are materials for a good army^-^^ great nxun- 
bcr of able-bodied men, adlive, zealous in the caufe, and of 
unqueftionable courage. 

I am now, fir, to acknowledge the receipt of your favor 
of the tv^xnty-eigbth, inclofmg the refolutions of Congrefs, 
of the twenty-feventh ultimo, and a copy of a letter from the 
committee of Albany ; to all which I fhall pay due attention. 

Generals Gates and Sullivan have both arrived in good 
health. 

My beft abilities are at all times devoted to the fervicc o( 
my country ; but I feel the weight, importance, and variety 
of my prefent duties too fenfibly, not to wifh a more imme- 
diate and frequent communication with the Congrefs. I fcaf 
it may often happen in the courfe of o\ir prefent operations^ 
■ ^ ■• ■ ■■ •/• ■' • ■ Aaf* 
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thsLt'hS&ll fitted that mffiftatice ^and dir^dion froiti^them^ 
whfchctime-and diftancc -iviibnot allow itie -ta receive;^ i 

Since writing the'aboye, I have alfo to acknowledge yotu 
favor of the fourth inftant by Fcffenden, and the receipt of the 
commiilionsy and articles of war- The former are yet eight 
hundred fhort of the number required. This deficiency yoii 
will pleafe "to fupply as foon as you conveniently can* 
Among the other returns, I have alfo fent one of our killed, 
w^ounded, and miffing, in the late a&ion ; but have been able 
to procure no certain account of the lofs of the miniflerial 
troops. My beft intelligence fixes it at about five hundred 
killed) and fix or feven hundred wounded : but it is no more 
than conjefture, — the utmoft pains being taken on their fide 
to conceal it. I have the honor to be, &c. G. W- 

P. S. Having ordered the commanding officer to give me 
the earlieft intelligence of every motion of the enemy by 
)ahd or water, difcernible fi-ora the heightis of his camp,I 
this inftant, as I was clofing my letter, received the inclofed 
from the brigade major. The defign of this manoema:^ I 
know not:"— perhaps it may be to make a dcfcent fome where 
along the coaft :~it may be for New- York ; or it may be 
praftifed as a deception on us.^ I thought it not improper 
however t6 mention the matter to you : I have done the 
fame to the commanding officer at New-York ; and I fhall 
Jet it be known to the committee of fafety here, fo that in- 
telligence may be communicatied, as they fliall think beft, 
glong the fea-coaft of this government. 



.Sir, ^.v Camp at Cambridge^ July 14, 1775. 

SINCE. I did myfeW-the honor of addreffing you on 
the.tentb ixjftant, nothing material has happened in the campJ 
Fiom ibnve^authentic. and li^tter advices of the fta.te^ of Jhe 
ininiftqrial>tropp5,..and tjie gre^t inconvenience of calling in.. 
A^milida ill; thcnJidft of harveft, J have been induced for the 
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forefent jto wave it :— -but in tke tn^an time recruiting parties 
have been fent diroughout this province, ro fill iip the regi- 
stents, to the eftabliihment of tbe provixK:i94l Congrefs At the 
ikxne th^e that I received thefe advices, I alfo obtained a 
lift of the officers of the enemy killed and wounded in the 
late battle at Charleftown, which I take this opportunity to 
inclofe. 

. The great fcarcity of frefli provifions in Aeir army has 
led me to take every precaution to prevent a fupply : for th js 
pnrpofe, I have ordered aU die cattle and Iheep to be drawn 
irom the law grounds and farms within their reach. A de- 
tachment from general Thomas's camp» on wednefday night, 
went over to Long-Iiiand« and brought from thence twenty 
•cattle and a number of. dbeep, with about fifteen laborers 
who liad been put on by a. Mn Ray Thomas, to cut the hay, 
&c. By fome accident they omitted burning the hay, and 
returned the next day at lioon to complete it ; which they 
cflFeded, amidft the firing of the ftiipping, with the lofs of 
one man killed and another w*ounded. 
. Laft evening alfo a party of the Conne6licut-men ftroUed 

. iovm on. the raarffa at Roxbury, and fired upon a <:entry ; 

raarhich. drew on a heavy fire from the enemy's lines and 

•floating batteries, tut attended witb no other efFedl than the 
lofs of one killed by a fliot from the enemy's lines. J^ the 
mean tiqie, we are, on both; .fides, continuing our works; 

. hot there lias been no.othfr movement than what I have no- 
ticed above. I fhall endeavor to give a regular and parti- 
cular account of all tranfadtions, as they occur, which you 
will pleafe to lay before the lionorable Congrefs. I have the 

. honor to be, &c. G. W. 



. |i&IR, Camp at Cambridge, July 21, 1 7 75. 

SINCE I did myfelf the honor of addrefling y<>u the 

fourteenth inftant,! hxsjp j:ecciyed.advi;:e.ftQnj governor 

Trumbull, 

2 
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Trumbull, th^t the aflecubly of Conne^icut had voted^*{ili4 
that they are now raifing, two regiments of feren h^ttdrirf 
men each, in confequeoce of an application from the pvo» 
vincial Congrefs of Mafiachufbtts-Bay. : The Rhode-Ifluii 
afiembly has alfo made an augmentation for duspurpoie* 
Thefe reinforcements, with the rifiemen who are daily e^ 
pe£ted, and fuch recruits as may come in to fill up tht tegtr 
nients here, will, I apprehend/ compofe an army fufficientljr 
ftrong to oppofe any force which may be brought againft tis 
at prefent. I am very fenfible that the heavy expenfe, ne* 
cefiarily attendant upon this campaign, will call for the m^ 
isioft frugality ^nd care, and would therefore, if poffiUe^ 
avoid enlifting one umieceflary man. As this is the £rft 
certain account of the deftination of thefe new-raifed troc^H^ 
I thought proper to communicate my fentiments as enij^ 
as poflible, left the Congrefs ihould 2l& upon my letter of the 
tenth, and raife troops in the foudiern colome$» whidl» a 
my prefent judgment, may be difpenfed with. 

For thefe eight days paft, there have been no movements 
in cither camp, of any confequcnce. On our fide, wc have 
continued the works without any intermiffion ; and diey af0 
now fo far advanced as to leave us litde to apprehend on that 
fcore. On the fide of the eiiemy, they have alfo been very 
induftrious in finishing their lines, both on Bunker's-bill asid 
Roxbury-neck. Iji this interval alfo, their tra2fports Jbavt 
arrived from Kew>-York ; and tney have been Employed ia 
landing and ftationing their men. 2 have been able to coU 
le£k no certain account of the numbei:s arrived : but the ia* 
clofed letter, wrote (though not figncd) by Mr. Sheriff JLoe^ 
and delivered me by captain Darby (who went exprefs witlt 
an account of the Lexington battle) wilt enable us to form a 
prelty accurate judgment. The increafe of tents and men 
in the town of Bofton is very obvious : but all my accQi||^ 
from thence agree tbat there is a great mortality, occsflKl 
by the want of vegetables and frelh meat ; and that their 
tatfs in the late battle at Charleftown (from the few recoveries 
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iof thM' wounded) is greater tlian at firft fnppofcd.' The 
4!:oodition of the inhabitants detained in Bofton is very dif- 
tWffing : they are/ c<jually deftitute of the comfovt of frefh 
ftfoiviflons ; and many of them arc fo reduced in their cir- 
OKnftancc^, as to be unable to fupply themfelves with fait. 
liothi fiib as the foldicry leave is theii* principal fupport- 
.Added to all this^ fuch fufpicion and jealoufy prevails, tliat 
tiaey can .fcarcely fpeak, or even look, without expofing 
themfelves to fomc fpecies of military execution^ 
- -J tiave not been able, from any intelligence I have receiv- 
ed» to foiTn any certain judgment of the future operations of 
4ihe enemy. Sometimes. I have fnfpcded an intention of de- 
Istching a part of their army to fome part of the coaft, as 
ttey have been building a number of flat-bottomed boats, ca* 
pable of holding two hundred men each. But, from their 
j«i^rJ(<Sr ^rnd the language held at Boilon, there is reafon to 
Aiok'tbcy expedt the attack from us, and are principally en- 
gaged in preparing themfelves againft it. I have ordered all 
&e whale-boats along the coaft to be collcfted : and fome 
iff' them are employed every night to watch die motions of 
the 4enemy by water, fo as to guard as much as pofTible 
tigainft any furprife. * * * 

.'Next to the more immediate and preJBSng duties of putting 
Mfor lines in as fecure a ftate as pof&ble, attending to the 
movements of the ^nemy> » ani gaining;' intelligence, — my 
iffCBJC concofJi is to eftabliln oider> regularity, and difcipline, 
^without whicn, our numbers would embarrafs ^s, and, in 
cafe of adiion, general confufipn muft infalliblijf enfue. In 
jocdei to this, I propbfe to divide the army into three divi- 
itfpns: — fat the head of each, will be a general bflScer :-— 
tiicfc divifious to be. again fubdivided into • brigades, un- 
der, their refpeflive brigadiers. But the difficulty arising 
»the arrangement of the general officers, arid waiting the 
kr proceedings of the Congrcfe on.tl^is fuljedl, lias much 
Tptarded my progl-cfs-rin this moft neceffary work. I fliQul^ 
:■.::.■•■>■:•■ . •he 



be veiy happy ro receive their finial comniaads,' is jury^dcter- 
mination would enable me to proceed in my* plan. * * *"^ 

In addition to the officers mentioned in mme <>f tlietettfh 
•inftant, I would humbly propofe that fome- provifioii flibail 
be made for a judge-advocate, and provx>ft-mai^al. TJbt 
neceffity of the firft appointment was fo. great,' that I. was 
obliged to nominate a Mr. Tudor, who was weli taiotrh- 
mended to me, and now executes the ofBce under an expccs 
tation of receiving captain's pay — ^an allowance 4(in my 
opinion) fcarcely adequate to the fervice, in newrraifed 
troops, where there are court-martials every day. HowfevCf, 
as tliat is the proportion in the regular army, and he is co** 
tented, there will be no neceffity of an addition. . ' ? 

-I muft alfo renew my rcqueft as to money, and tlve aj>- 
polntment of a paymafter. I have forbore urging matters-^ 
this nature, from my knowledge of the many important coA- 
cerns which engage the attention of the Congrefs : but as I 
find my difficulties thicken every day, I make no doubt, fuat- 
able regard will be paid to a neceffity of this kind^ Thte 
inconvenience of borrowing fuch fums as ire eoinftantly re^ 
quilite muft be too plain for me t6 enlarge upon, and is a 
iituation from which I fhould be very happy to be relieved. - 

Upon the experience I have had, and the beft cdnfidcra^, 
tion of the appointment of the feveral offices of commilTary'^ 
gederal, mufter-maftergeneral, *miarfci%mafter-general, pay** 
xaaftcr-^gencral, and cominiflary of artillery, T am clearly Osf 
opinion, that they not only conduce to order, difp'afch, tfliA 
difcipline, but that it is a meafure of economy. The ddz'f, 
the waft e, and unpuniftiable negleft of Juty^ arifing from 
thefe oSices being in commiffion in feveral hands, evidently 
iQicw that the public expcnfe muft be finally enhancei.;..! 
hare experienced the waot of thefe offi^ers^ in 'completiug 
the returns of men, ammunition, and ftorcs. The latte^M;,, 
yet imperfea, from the number of hands ill which th^JBw * 
.difpcrfed. I have inclofed the laft weekly return, ivhichits 
inore accurate than the forn^er; and hop^ in a little time 

8 vj^ 
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vre £ball be perfe£tly regular in this as w^U as fcveral other 
Bcceflary branches of duty. 

I liave made inquiry into the eftablifhment of the hofpital, 
:mnd find it Jn a. very unfettled condition. There is no prin- 
:icipal direftor, nor any fubordination among tlie furgeoos : 
of confequeooe) difputes and contention have arifen, and 
maft continue until it is reduced to fome fyflem. J could 
Wiih it was immediately taken into coufifi]eration» as the 
lives and health of both o£Bcers and men .fo much depend 
upon a due regulation of this department. I have beea par^. 
ticiibrly attentive. to the leaft fymptoms of the froall pox; 
and hitherto we have been fo fortunate as to have every per- 
fon removed fo foon, as not only to prevent any conuounicar 
Iron, tut any alarm or apprehenfion it might give in the 
camp. We fhall continue the utmoft vigilance againft this 
mod dangerous enemy. 

In an army properly organifed, there are fundry offices 
«f an inferior kind, fuch as waggon-roafterj mafler-carpen* 
ler, &c: but I dpubt whether my powers are fufficiendy 
cactenfivc for fuch appointments. If it is thought proper tp 
stpoie fuch a truft in me, I fhail be governed, in the dif* 
diarge of it, by a ftrifl: regard to economy and the public ia- 
tcrcft. 

My inftruftions. fix)m the honorable Congtefs direftthat 
«o troops are to be diibanikd without their exprefs diredion^ 
Vior^to be recj;pited to more than double the number of rthe 
imttvDj. Upon ikis fubjcdt I beg leave to rcpwfent> that, un- 
Jpfs^e regiments in this province are more fucceftful iii re- 
jcrating'than I have reafoxi to exped, a reduAion of fome 
^ diem will be highly necefiary, as the public is ptft to the 
Whole expenfe of- an ^ftablifhment of officers^ while the real 
;^rength. of the regiment (which conftfts in the rank and file) 
^flfefi^ive. tn cafe of fuch a redu<£kion, doubtlefs fome df 
oP^^rivates dud all the officers would return home : but 
«iaiiy of die foritiet would -go into the remaining regiments ; 
qud» iiaYing :had|bme experience, ^x^uldifiU them up yfi>k 

- itfeful 
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ufefiil men. I fo plainly perceive tlie expenfe of tliis campajgtt 
will exceed any calculation hitherto made, that I am parti- 
cularly anxious to ftrilce off every unneceffary diarge. You 
will therefore, fir, be pleafed to favor me whh explicit di- 
reSioiis' from the Congrefs, on the mode of this redudion 
(if it (hall appear necefGiry) that no time may be loft whcrt 
fuch neceffity appears. 

Ycfterday we had an acccrunt that the ffght-houfe was on 
Ifirei— Jby whom^ and under what orders^ I have not yet 
learned : but we have reafon to believe it has been done by 
our irregulars. ' '■'- 

You will pleafe to prefent me to the Congrefs, with llhe 
titmoft duty and refpefl ; and beh'eve me to be, &c. G. WL 

p. S. Captain Darby's ftay in England was fo fhort, that 
he brings no other information than what the inclofed letter, 
and the news-papers which will accompany this, contaix^ 
General Gage's difpatches had not arrived ; and the mi- 
niftry affeded todifbelieve the whole account, treating it as a 
fiction, or, at moft, an affair of little confequence.-— *The fall 
of flocks was very inconfideraWe, 



Camp at Can^nldge, July ai, 17.755 ^jo'^lock^ P.M. 
Str, 

SI^fCE clofing 'the letters which accompany ihis,l 
Itave received an account <>f (hi 4{eftni£tiMm df the ligli^* 
iioufe ; a copy of whioli I hav« the iionor to sn)clofe9«*««n(| 
of again ^iSuring you cfattt I am, with fpeaX itS^Sipiac. 

iP. S. 9 have alfo received a 4nore authentic account oftfait 
iofs of the enemy in the kte battle, than any yet reccivQ(L 
Dr. Win(hip, who lodged in theiamc honiis with an offipv 
4if the'marines, aifures me they bad exa^y one thoufand and 
forty-three killed and wounded, — of whom diree huz^4Mi 
fell on the field, or died within a few houxt. Many of the 
1lVou^ded are iincc dead. 
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Sir, Camp at Cambridge^ JuIy^T.*]^ ^ITS' 

y. ' ■ NOTHING material has occurred in either camp, 
fincc I had the lienor of addreffing you on the twenty-firft in- 
. jftatnt by cxprefe ; but oa tuefday, three men-of-war and nine 
Uanipoits failed. out of. BoAon harbor, and flood a courfe 
about E. S. E. 

i*>^Qiie Groves, who came out of Bofton the fame eveningi 
Jbformed the officer at one of the outrpoCls, that the tranfppr^ 
had on board fix hundred men, and were bound .to Block- 
Ifland, Fiiher's-Ifland, and Long-Ifland, to plunder themi 
aa(d bring off, what cattle they may find.. The fellow return- 
ed again into Boilon under fuch fufpicious circumflances^ 
ihat it has led me tp doubt the truth of his intelligence. 

A deferter, who canic in afterwards, informs me that it 
was given out in tlieir camp, that they were either gone for 
Indians or frefli provifions ; and that eacK tranfport had but 
twenty men on board. Upon this intelligence, I immediately 
wrote to governor Cooke of Rhode-Ifland, and to general 
Wooffer, that they might take proper precautions for rc>- 
moving the cattle off thofe'iilands and the colfls, and to pre- 
vent any furprife. As we are confirmed, by every account, 
itt- the fcarcity of frelh provifions. iiv tfie enemy's camp, and 
particularly by this deferter, it is very probable this voyage 
may be only intended for a fupply : -but as it may pofiibly be 
Odierwife, I thought it beft to traolmit the intelligence to the 
lipnorable CotigreCs, that they snly forward it to the foutlv- 
ward, or Ukf fuch: other fteps as. tbey may judge prpper* , 
>' Since writing the above, three more deferter^ have come 
out, — ^which makes four in twenty-four hours. Their ac» 
counts correfp^nd .with thofc of the firil-who came out, and 
wfeich I have related above, . I ha;ye the honor to be, &c. 

^^- ■ ■ . G.W- 



Si^f 
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Sir, / Caffip at Cambridge^ Aug. 4, iy75* 

I A M to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of the 
twenty- fourth July, accompanied by two hundred and eighty- 
four ^oixunifEon^,, which ai:e yet much fhort of the necef* 
(ary number. I tarn much honored, by the confidence re- 
pofed in me, of appointing the feveral officers recommended 
in mine of the tenth ultimo \ and fhall endeavor to ible^ 
fuch perfons as are belt qualified to fill thefe important 
pofls. * # ^i^ ^ 

In the renewal of tliefe commiflioils, fome difficulties occur, 
la which I fhould be glad to know the pleafure of the hq^' 
norable Gongrefs. The general officers of the MaflaghHr 
fetts have regiments ; thofe of Connefticut have both regi- 
fn^ts and companies ; and the other field officers have com- 
. panies each. From Rhode-lflan.d, the general officer has no 
regiment, but the field officers have companies : but I do not 
find that they have or exped pay under more than one com- 
miffion. Shouki the commiffions, now to be delivered, pur- 
fue thefe difierent eftablifliments, there will be a diftinftiga 
between general and field officers of the fame rank. In or- 
der to put New-Hampfliire, Maffachufetts, and Rliode-Ifland, 
upon a line with Connecticut, it would be neceflary to di^- 
mifs a number of officers in pofleffion of commiffions, with- 
out any fault of theirs. On the other hand, to bring the 
Connedticut generals and field officers to the fame (cale with 
. the others, will add to the number of officers, and may be 
deemed inconfiftent with the terms on which they entered 
into the fervice, although you add nothing to the expenfe, 
^ except in the article of provjfions. Upon the whole, it is a 
cafe-which T would wifh the honorable Congrefs to confider 
and determine. 

Colonel Gridley of this province, who is at the head ^ 
V Ihe artillery, has the raiik of major-general from the provin- 
cial Congrefs. Will it be proper to renew. his commiffioa 
■here in the fame manner ?— It is proper here to remari;, that, 

V.oj[.. I. C vx 
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in this. cafe, he will take rank of all the brigadiers-general, 

and even the majors-general, M/hofe commiffions arc fubfequent 

m date : and this *cah "atifWi^ nb gdbfl purpofe, but may be 

pfoduSTve of 'many bad confe^tiehces. 

Tiiete are matters of feme importance: but'I atn embar- 
"fafled wifh a diflScuUy of a fup^ior kind. The eftitnate, made 
iSi tongriefs, fiippofed'all the regiments to be fbrrtied tipon one 
^i^fta^lilrtinferit : *bilt 'tlie'y are different In 'difftreik'provmces, 
'aftfte'^ek vafy'in'tfteYanftie'provihce, in fbmcpirtichilars, 'Itn 

j^Iaflachufetts, fome regiments have ten companies, xJthefs 
*€Win: 'the^ftablifllblefe'df the fdrmef is fiVehtindred and 
"iifhriy itien, o&cersiticliided ;— of the latter, fix 'hundred and 
Ydffy 'iiilie. I'he "cftibiJlhtneiit of Rhode Jflafid tLiA New- 
"HampiKire Ifs five hundred and nihety to a regitnent, dfficers 
'iftehided :— Cdtihe^fticut'has a thotifaftd men tb a tegimenw 
^duTd'lhe Maffdchufetts regiments be completed, Withthe 
^ftew levies 'from Rhodc-Iftand and Co'nne6ticut, and die rl- 
'flenieh, 'thb ^number will Exceed tiv^enty-two 'thoufand. If 
'they hiblild not be completed,— ^as each reginrtnt is fully df- 
^Ecet^d,'thefe will be 'a heavy cxpetife to thepublic, without 
'aii adequate fervice. The reduSion of fome df them feews 
to* Be hecdffafy, dhd yet Is a matter of triuch delicacy, as 
'we are fitudfe'd. I moft ^aiiieftly 1-equeft it may be tifcen 
'info immecliate cotifidcration, and the time artd mode df 
i^oittg it pdlnfed out bylhe TioAdr'able Congrefs. By an efti- 
^riia^eT have made from the general return, — ^when the hew 
'levies arrive, "ahd the fegiments are cdmplfeted, thfere will be 
*twenfy-four flioiifand four hundred and fifty mert on the pay 
*and prdvifidn of the United Colonies. Sdrte of the recruit- 
ing officers, who have been out on that fervice, have retum- 
'ed'with very'little fucccfs ; fo that we may fafely conclude, 

the number of two thoufand and fixty-four, now wanting tb 
'complete, will rather mcreafe than diminifh. There are the 

'regiment of artillery, confiftihg of four hundred and ninety- 
* "three men, and one under Colonel Sergeant (who has not re- 
'ceiv«d'anycdmmiffion, although he had brdefs to raife a rc- 

gimenty 
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|;iii!Eient9 from Ae provincial Cbngrefs here) which arcaot 
tnduded il^ the ^bvc eftimate. This laft regimem confUls 
t>f two himdrod and diirty-fbur men by the laft retiwn ; but 

a cgrfnpat^has fmce joined. 

- By adverting tb *he general return^ which I have the honor 
' of inclofmg (N** i), it will be feen, what regiments are mpft 
deficient* \ 

If the Congrefe^oesnot chufe to point out the particular 
tegiments, but the provinces in which, the reduftion is to be 
«aade, the feveral CongrefTes and Aflemblies may be the 
{xroper^annel to condu6b this bufinefs, which I woyld ^Ifa 
conceive tbemoft advifable, from their better acquaintance 
with the merits, terms, and time of fervice, of the refpe6Uvc 
officers. Reducing fome r^ments, and, with the privates 
thereof, filling up others, would certainly be the beft method 
of accompliihlng this work if it were pra(^cable : buttheex-> 
periment is dangerous, as the Maffachufetts-men, under the 
privilege of chufing their own officers, do not conceive 
•thenrfelves bound, if thofe officers are difbanded. 

As general Gage is making preparations for winter by 
contrafting for quantities of coal, it will fuggeft to us the 
propriety of extending otir views to that feafon. I have di- 
*efted that iiich huts as have been lately made of boards 
ihould be done in fuch a manner, that, if neceflary, they 
may fcn^e for covering during the winter. But I need. not 
enlarge upon the variety of neceffities, fuch as clothing, 
fuel, &;c, (both exceedingly fcarce, and difficult to be pro- 
cured) which that feafon .muft bring with it, if the army or 
;iny x:onfiderable part of it is to remain embodied. 
. From the inadlivity of the enemy fince the arrival of their 
.whole reinforcement, — their continual addition to their lines, 
, --and many other circumftances, — ^I am inclined to think, 
. -that, finding us fo well prepared to receive them, the plan of 
.operations is varied, and they mean, by regular approaches, 
.tp bombard us out of our piefcnt line of defence, 01 are 
.. Waiting in expe£lation that the colonies muft fink under the 
,... ■: . C 2 . weight 
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Vcight of the cxpcnfc, or the profpedl of a winter campaign 
fo difcourage our troops, as to. break up our atmy. If they 
liave not fome fuch expedations, the ifiue of which they are 
determined to wait, I cannot account for the delay, when 
their ftrcngth is leflcncd every day by fieknefs, .defertions, and 
little ikirmiihes. 

Of thefe laft we have had only two worthy of notice, 
|Iaving fofme rcafoh to fufpeSl they vvere extending their 
Jincs at Charleftown, I, laft faturday evening, ordered fomc 
of the riflemen down, to make a cifcovefy, or bring off a 
prifoner. They were accidentally difcovered fooner thaa 
they expefted, by the guard coming to relieve, and obliged 
to fire upon them. We have reafon to believe they kill- 
■ed feveral. They brought in two prifoners, whofe ac- 
count (confirmed by fome other circumftances) removed my 
fufpicions in. part. Since that time, we have, On each- fide, 
<irawn in our centrics, and there have been fcattcring fires 
along the line. This evening we have heani of three cap- 
tains who have been taken ofF by the riflemen, and one kill- 
ed by a cannon-{hot frqm Roxbury, befides feveral privates: 
but as the intelligence is not direft, I only mention it as a 
report which deferves credit.— The other happened at the 
light-houfe. .A number of workmen having been fent down 
to repair it, with a guard of twenty-two marines and a fub- 
altem,— major Tupper, laft monday morning about two 
o'clock, landed there with about three hundred men, attacked 
them, killed the officer and four privates ; but being detained 
by the tide, in his return he was attacked by feveral boats j but 
he happily got tlirough> with the lofs of one man killed, and 
another wounded. The remainder of the minifterial troops 
(three of whom are badly wounded) he brought off prifoners^ 
with ten tories, all of whom are on their way to Springfield- 
jail. The riflemen, in thefe fl?.irmi(hes, loft one man, who 
(we hear) is a prifoncr in Bofton-jail. The enemy, in re- 
turn, endeavored to furprife our guard at Roxbury : but 
they, being appi-ifed of it by a deferter, had time to prepare 
for it : but by fome negligencd or mifcondu^fl: in the ofiicer 

of 



of. the guard, they burned the George tavern on the neck; 
and have every day finqe heen capnonading us from theljr 
lines, both at Roxiniry and Charle^owi^, but with no other 
c£Fe(% xhan the lofs of two men. On our part, except ilrag^ 
•^Ung &riss from the fmall anns about the lines, which yjrp 
endeavor to reftrain^ we have made Uttle or no return. 

Our fltuation, in .the article of powder, is much more 
alarming than I had the moft diilant idea of. Having dc« 
£red a return to be made out (on my arrival) of the ammuLo* 
jiition, I found thr^e hundred and three barrels aQd a half of 
powder mentioned, as in the ftore ; but on ordering a ne'sy 
fupply of cartridges yefterday, I was informed, to my very 
great aftonifhment, that there was no more than thirty-fi^ 
barrels of the Maflachufetts ftore, which, with the ftock of 
Rhode-Jfland, New-Hampfliire, and Connefticut^ make$ 
nine thoufand njbe hundr<jd and thirty-feven pounds,, — not 
more than nine rounds a man. As there had been no coq* 
fumption of powder fince, that could in any degree account 
for fuch a deficiency, I was very particular in my inquiries, 
and found that the committee of fupplies, not being fuffir 
ciently acquainted with the nature of a return, or mifappre- 
hendipg. my requeft, fent in an account of all the ammu- 
nition which hajd been coUefted by the province ; fo that the 
report included not only what wajs in hand, but what ha4 
|)een fpent. 

Upon difcovering this miftake^ I Imnuediately w^nt up to 
jconfer with the fpeakpr of thp houfe of reprcfentatives, upon 
fome meafures to obtain a fupply from the neighboring 
Jownfliips, in fuch a manner as might prevent our poverty 
being known ; as it is a fecret of too great confeqnence to 
he divulged in the general court, fome individual of which 
might pe;-haps indifcreetly f^ffer it to efcape him^ fp as to 
find its way to the eneniy> — the confequences of "vyhich arc 
terrible even in idea. 1 ihall alfo write to the governors of 
Rhode-Ifiac^d and Conne£licut, and the committee of fafety 
in New-Hafnpfhire, on this' fubje£l, urging, in the moll 

C 3 ^ forcible 
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fcrpibic term$> tbe ncceffity of an immediate fnppljr^ if i^ 
their power, I need not cnlavgp on pur nifslancholy iituai: 
idon; it i^fuffici^nfc that the exiftence of the army anij the 
lalvatiosn of the country depends upon fomething being done 
for our reU?f,.bpth fpeedy and effciStoal, and diat our lituaK 
tion.be kept a profound fecret, 

• la thp. inclofures, N^ 2 and 3, I fend the allowance of 
provifions, &c, made by the provinces of Conuefticut ajod 
JWaffachufetts... The mode and quantity arc different ffom 
what has fallen Tvithin my experience, and^ 1 am confident, 
mufi proyc- very wafteful and expenfivfe- If any alteration 
f an l>e iafely jnade (which I much doubt), there might be 
a great faying to the public, 

- A gentleman of my family* aftftcd by ^ defeiter TV'ho has 
fome {kill in fortificatiouj has, by my dii'eftion, iketched out 
two draughts of our refpcfilive lines at Charleflowii and 
Roxbury, which, with, the explanations, will convey foipe 
idea of our,fituation, and, I hope, prove acceptable to the 
members jof. the honorable Cpngrcfs. They are the mcU}<> 
fures, N® 4 and 5. 

> Since I had the honor of addreiEqg jqu laft, I hav^beei^ 
applied^tojbyapommittee of the general poprt, for a detach- 
ment of the army, to prot<^6l the inhabitants of thp eafteii^ 
parts of this province from fpme apprehended depredation? 
on their coafts. I could have; wiflied to have pomplied with 
-therr requeft ; but, after due cpnfideration, and cpnfultjng thq 
-general officers, together with thofe members of Congreft 
ivho are here, I thought it my duty to cxcufe myfelf. The 
jipplication and my anfvy^er are th^ inclofures, N*^ 6 and 7, 
which I hopQ will be approved by the honorable Congrcifs, 

Sinc|5.-l begatx this letter, the original (of wbicji the inclo* 
fpre N^ 8 15 a copy) fell |nt6 my hands. As the writer is a 
,perfon of fqme note in Bgftpn,. and it contain? fome advices 
of importance riot mentioned by others, I thought^ proper to 
forward! it as I received -it.^ JBy pptnparing the hand-writing 
^'ith another letter, it apJJcVr^ (h,e writer is one Belcher 

Noycs, 
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IJnjpf a pcrfpn probably known to fonje of the gentlem^i, 
delcgUies from t(]iis. province, ^bo can determine from his^ 
principles and chara£ler, what credit is due to him. 

The army is pow formed into three grand divifions, under 
ihe cpoimand of the generals, Ward, Lee, and Pqt^w-mj— r 
cach divifion into two bdgades, qonfifting of about fix^r^i,. 
ments each, commanded by generals Thom^^s and Spencer at 
l^o3(buryr— Heath at Cambridge,— Sullivan and Greene, .at 
Wintcr-hill. By this, you will pjeafe to obfcrve, ther^ is a. 
deficiency of one brigadier^general (occafioned by ^t, j^om-. 
roy*s not afling under his commiflionj which I begmajj be* 
filled up as foon as poffible. I gbfqjrve the honorabk. Con- 
grefs have alfo favored n>e with tlje appoinfmeni pf three 
brigade-majors. I prefume they h^vc qr inten4 to- apgoiht 
the reft foon, as they cannot b^ ^nacc^uaioted tha( one is neceff 
fary to each brigade ; and, in a ne vf-raifod army, it w:ili be 
^n office of great duty and fcrvice. 

General Gage bfis at length liberated t'he people of Bofion^ 
\yl\o land i^ numbers at Chelfea ev.^ry day. The terms on 
which the paffes are granted, as to npney, effijfts, 4nd pro* 
vifions, corr/efpond with Mr^. Noyes's tcttj-T, 

We have fevpraj reports that general Gage is difmantlin^ 
Ca(lIe«WiJliapi, and bringing aJl the ci^nnon up %q t9Wl^ 
t>ut, upon a very particular inquiry, acjcounts are fp yariqu^, 
iJiat I cannot afcertaJn the truth of it, * * * 

On the firft ijiftant, a chi^f of the Caghnewaga tribe, who 
Jives about fix miles from Montreal, came in here, accom- 
panied by a cojonel Baylpy of Cohofs, His accounts of the 
temper and difpofition of the Indians are very favorable. 
He fays they have been ftrongly folicited by governor Carleton 
Iq engage againft us > but his nation is totally averfe ;•?— that 
threats, as w_e}l as entreaties, hav^ been ufcd without effeS , — » 
that thje Canaidlans are well-difpofed to the EngUfh colonics ;' 
and, if any ep^pcditiop is meditated againft Canada, the Indians 
in that quarter will give all dieir affifiance. I^aveendeavoreS 
io ^hcdfh thefe favorable difpoiitiohs, and h^ive recpmmended 
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to him to cultivate them on his return. What I have faid,^ 
T ehf orctA with a prefent, which 1 undeiftood wouy be 
agreeable to hilrii : and as he is reprefented to be a man of 
weight and confequence in his own tribe, I flatter myfelf his 
vlfit will have a good effed. His accounts of general Carle- 
ton's force and fituation at St. John's correfpohd with what 
vk have already had from that quarter. 

The at^efSon of Georgia to the meafures of the Congrefs 
is a happy event, and muft give a fincere pleafure to every 
fticnd of America, 

jf^gt(/f S'-'-'-^Wc have accounts this morning of two ex- 
plofions at the caftle ; fo that its deftnidtion may now be 
(bppofed eertain; 

I have this morning been alarmed with an information 
t^at two gentlemen from Philadelphia (Mr. Hitchbourn and 
captain White), with letters for general Lee and myfelf, 
have been talcen by captain Ayfcough at Rhode-Ifland, the 
letters intercepted and fent forward "to Bofton, — with the 
bearers, as prifpneri ; that the captain exulted much in the 
mcoveries he had made : and my informer (who was alfo 
in thfe boat, but releafed) underftood them to be letters of 
CQnfequence* Ihave therefore difpatched the exprefs imme- 
diately back, though I had before refolved to detain him till 
J'cffendfcn's return. I fliall be anxious till I ani rellevccl 
from ihiB fufpenfe I am in, as to the contents of* thpfe' 
letters. 

It is exceedingly unfortunate that gentlemen fhbuld chufe 
to "travel the only road on which there is danger. Let the 
event of this be what it will, I hope it will ferve as a genera]( 
ciutxon againft trufting any letters that way in future. 

Nothing of confequence has occurred in camp thcfe two 
iays.— The inhabitants of Bofton continue coming out at 
Chelfea, but under a new reftridion, that no men ihall come 
out without fpecial licence, which is refufed to all mechanics,* 
^cc th^ tory laborers were taken at the light-houfe. I hav^ 
the honor to be, &c. G: W; 

[TAe 
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K [The fcUowing letter bears no 4atey hut appear i txhc^ufr 
been written, on or aiouf lie twenty-Jijfth of Augfift^ 

THE inclofed letter came under fuch a d2re(^ioa asaA- 

circumftances, as led tne to fuppofe it contamed ibmc iaMr 
cfting advices, either refpeding a fupply of powder, or clwi 
clothing lately taken at Philadelphia. I thereftwe tpok dio> 
liberty of breaking the feal, for which I hope the fert^icc a^ 
my motives will apologife. i^ 

^ As the filling up the place of vacant brigadier-geaerai -ynSs"-, 
probably be of the firft bufmefs of the honoi able Congrrfs, \, 
flatter myfelf it will not be deemed affuming, to mentio»thc-^ 
names of two gentlemen^ whofe former fervices^ rank ^xJ^ 
age, may be thought worthy of attention on this occafioa^: 
The former is colonel John Armftrong, ^ Pennfylvaaia i ' 
he ferved during the laft war, in mod of the campaigas. i»7 
the fouthward ; was honored with the command of the Pcxmh. 
fylvania forces, and his general military condu(5l and fpirit 
much approved by all who ferved with him,; befidcs wJiidi*- 
his charadier was diftinguiflied by an enterprife againft th«^ 
Indians, which he planned with great judgment, and executed' 
with equal courage and fuccefs. It was not till lately thaT- 
1 had reafon to believe lie would enter again on public-^fciiw- 
vice; and it is now wholly unfolicited and unknowaon^his 
part. The other gentleman is colonel Fry, of AIaflachufctts*« 
Bay. He entered into the fervice as early as 1745, and. rofe 
through the different military ranks, in thp fucceeding warSr 
Jto that of colonel, until laft June, when he was appointed a 
inajor-general by the Congrefs of this province^ Fr^na .thefijL 
circumftances, together with the favorable report made to wd 
of him, I prefume he fuftained the chaKaQ:er^ of i gopd ot« 
Seer, though I <Io not;fin4. it. diftinguifhed ^by fny pficuUar 
&rvic^# A v^ .N* vv!,-r *,"•• 

•' ' « Either 
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Either pf thefe gentlemen, or ^ny other whom tlie honor- 
able Cbngrefs fhafl pleafe to favor with this aippQijUtipenr, 
wiU^ be n^c^ived. by me with the litmafL dsf<?r«nc9 ^nd fe- 
fpe£t- 

The Jat(5 adjournment hayjng made k inapra^tcable to 
Jtnow.the plcafure of the Congrefs as to the appoijitment.of 
)tf-igadc-majo|rs, beyoi)d tJi^ number of thre^ which they 
Txrerje pkafed to leave to pae,'^an4tbelcrvice pot admitting of 
ferthpf dela)^— J. have cpi^tinued the other three ; which I 
fcope their honors ml] not difapprove. Thefe latter were re* 
i;romm€3ided by 'th^ refpedljve corps to which they belong^ 
as the propereft perfons for thefe ofl^c^s until farther direc- 
liorif and 'have difcharged the duty ever fmce. They arp 
^e majors; Box, Scaiminel» and S^nucl Brewer. 

Laft faturday night we tpok pqffeffion of a hill confider- 
|ih)y advanced beypnd our former lines j which brought on 
51 very heavy cannonade frorn Bunker^shill, and afterwards 
^ bombarfipent, which bas bpen fince Hept up with little 
fyirit on their part, ox d^pfiage on ours, The work having 
been continued ever fince, is now (o advanced, and the men 
^ well cpvered, as tp leave us under no apprchenfions qC 
fnuch farther lofs. In this affair, lye had killed — pne adju- 
tant, one volunteer, and two privates. The fcarcjty of am-? 
munition does not admit of our availing purfelyes of the fitua- 
lion, as we ptherwif^ «^Jght do : bu(: this evil, I hope, >y ill 
foon be jremedied, as I have been ii;foraied of the arrival 
pf a large quantity at New- York, fome at NewrLondpn, 
. and more hourly expefted at different places. I need not 
add to what I have already faid on this fubjeft.-r-Our lat^ 
fcpply was very fpafonable, but far fliort of our necefEties. 

The late adjournment of the honorable Congtefs havjng 
been made before my letter of the fourtfciMii inftant was re* 
ceived, I nauft now beg leave to recal} their attention to thofi^ 
parts of it which refpeft the prbvifion for the winter, the re- 
<iufiion of the ^ppps, the double commiflions under different 
fi{la];)li{hments, and colonel Gridley^s appointment of piajor- 

"general; 
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gsa^al ; In ^l which, I hope to be hpnpred witt their com? 
^Mn4s as fotpfl^ ^s, poflible.' 

The advpcatergeixerali l^as fent me a memorial refpedlmg 
]^ feryice, which I h^^ve tjbie hpngr to indole jfN** i) : an^ 
frc^ t^ie variety an4 myltiplicity of dyty in a new army, a^ii 
wrell as hij riegula^ (ervice and attendance, I am induced to 
xecomn^end him to Jhe far^r i^otice of the hpnoriable Gonr 
grefi. % 

The treaihnehjt of our'/oflScers, prifoners at Bofton, induced 
pje to write to general Gage on that fubjecSJ!. His anfwer 
and my reply I have the honor to lay before the Congrcfs, itf 
^ inclofures N° 2, 3, 4 ; fince which I have heard nothing 
^emhim. 

1 ^cmain^ with the greateft refpe6t and regard, &c. G. W* 



7*0' thf Homraiie Peter Vanbrugh Livingston, Efp 
JPreJiitntof the Proviricial Cdnvent'ton^ New-York. 

Sir, • Camp at Cambridge^ -^^«/?> 3O5 '^775-* 

* * * Mr. Livingfton and fome other gentlemen 
from your city brought us the acceptable news of the fafc 
ap-ival of a large quantity of powder, and five hundred ftand 
pi arms. Our fituation {s fuch as requires your immediate 
afliftance and fupply in that article. We have lately taken 
poiTeflion of a hill confiderably advanced towards the enemy j 
but our poverty prevents our availing ourfelves of any advan- 
^gc of fituation. 1 muft therefore mofl earneftly entreat 
-0iat m|?afure3 may be taken to forward to tl^js camp, in tho 
fnoft fafe and expeditious manner, whatever ammunition can 
he fpared from the imme4iate and ^^eceflary defence of the. 
province. Tl^c value of whatever jnay be fent in confe- 
fjuen^ of th^6 fcqueft will be paid by order from hence 
'^hen d^Uv^rH* or n<?gotiatcd >yith the honorable continental 
Coogreft ^t Philadelphia, a$ may be agreed with thi^ propr%y 
4<urs, 1 only r^^^fk lihat ap time m^y be lofl through any 
3 * fuch 
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fbch difficJuhiesy as our fituatioa is fo critical, and the exiH 
gence fo great. The mode of conveyance I muft leave withr 
the provincial Congrefs, or the committee of the city, I 
<bubt not they will take every precaution to make it fafe and 
cxpeditJous.«---I have the honor to be, &c. ■ - G. W*- 



•. Sir, Camp at Cambridge^ Sept. 7, 1)75. 

I DO n^yfelf the honor of addr^ffipg you in confe- 
^uence of an application froni the commifTary-genef al, whq 
is, by my dire£tion, taking ajl proper precautions on the ap- 
piroach of winter. I defireJ him to commit to writing fuct^ 
jj^rpppfala as^ his experience and knowledge of the covrnfry 
might entitle him to make ; which he has done in the paper 
which I have the honor to inclofe. The difficulty of pro- 
curing a fufficient quantity of faltj which I objedledi to hiip^ 
he has fully obviated, by aflui-ing me that there i$ fo ijiuch 
now adlually in ftore, in this and the neighboring towns, as 
V'iil r/emove all poffibility of a difappointment. 

I prppofe to do myfelf thq honor of writing, in a few days, 
fpljy and particularly on feveral heads, to which I muft now 
refer, |n the ippan time, I have only to inform the hono;-- 
able Congrefs, that I have received a fmall fupply of feven 
thoufand pounds of powder this week from Rhode-Ifland^ 
and in a few days expeft fcven tons of lead, and five hun- 
dred flaud of arms, a part of the fame importation ; and tq 
requeft that more money may bp for\yarded with all expedi- 
tion, the military cheft being nearly exhaufted. 

I am, with the greateft refpedl, &c. G. W, 



Sir, Camp at Cambridge^ S^pt, 21, 1775» 

I HAVE been in daily expeilation of being favored 
^nth tlie commands of the honorable Congrefs, on the^ fub- 
je<^ of my two laft letters^ Thi feafoti now^ Sfdvaaces fo* 

/aft. 
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fcft,' that I cannot any Jbnger 'defer laying before them fncb 
farther meafures as require their immediate atlcntion,^ and ia 
-^hich I wait their direction; 

•^Thc nrode in which the prefent army has been coUedlei 

']ia8.occa£oned fame difficulty in procuring the fubfcription 

.of both officers and foldiers to the continental articles of war. 

Their principal objeiSlion has been, that it might fubjefib 

diem to a longer fervice than that for which they engaged 

under their feveral provincial eftaWifhments. It is in vain to 

4ittempt to reafon away the prejudices of a whole army: 

* * * I have therefore forbore preffing them, as I did not 

experience any fuch inconvenience from their adherence to 

.ihcir former rules, as would warrant the rifk of entering into 

a conteft upon it ; more efpecially as the reftraints, neceflary 

,for the eUabliibment of eflfential difcipline and fubordination, 

.indifpofed their minds to every change, and made it bo^ 

xliity and policy to introduce as little novelty as poffiblt^. 

With the prefent army, I fear fuch a fubfcription is impradi- 

cable : but the difficulty will ceafe with this army. 

The Conne£licut and Rhode-Ifland troops ftand engaged 
to. the firfl: of December only ; and none longer than the firfl 
of January. A diffolution of the prefent army therefore will 
take place, unlefs fome early provifion is made againfi: fuch 
an evenf. Moft of the general officers are of opinion the 
•greater part of them may be re-enlifted for the winter, or 
-another campaign, with the indulgence of a furlough to vifit 
their friepds, which may be regulated fo as not to endanger* 
the fervice. How far it may be proper to form the new 
ar^iy entirely out of the old, for anotlier campaign, rather 
jthan from the contingents of the feveral provinces, is a quef- 
tioa which involves in it too many confldcrations of policy 
and prudence, for. me to undertake to decide. It appears to 
he impoffibieto draw it from any other fource than the. old 
afmy, for this wintei: ; and, as the pay is ample, I hope a 
ifufficient number will engage in the fervice for th;it time at 
Jeaft. But there are .various opinions of the temper of the 

• , men 
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tocn on the fobjcft .; tmi there may *e gtJcat hazafd in'ddfeifU 
^irLag rhe trial 16 long* 

la the continental eftablifhnietit, no provifionr kaei been 
teade for die pay of artificers, diftioift from that of the com- 
mon foldiers; -whereas^ unden: the fro vincial^ fuch a&fountf 
their own tools» were allowed <one ihiUmg iper diem adsratice, 
mn9 particular artifahsr more. Tbe pfiy of the artillery alfo 
*iiow differs from that of thie prtrvhicc ; tlic men Jiate Ws, 
the officers more ; and, for feme ranks, no ^ovUion ismade^ 
•as the Congrefe will pleafe to obferve by the lift which I 
'bave flife honor to jnclofe (N** i). Thefe particulars, Aough 
Seemingly inconfiderabte, are the foiorce of much complaint 
<aiKl difiktisfjidiicHi, which I endeavor to compofein thebeft 
^inanner I ^m able. 

fiy the returns of the rifle companies, and that batallion, 
Aciy ap^r to exceed their eftablifhmeiit very confiderably. 
•I ^ubt my authority to pay thefe extra men without 'die 
'diredlion of the Congrefs: but it would be deemed a great 
hardfliip, wholly to refufe them, as they have been encouraged 
'tocome. 

The necefliries of the troops haying required pay, 1 diredl*- 
*fid that thofe of the Maffachufetts lliould receive for oniR 
'inonth, upon their being muft^red, and returning a prt>per 
iFoU : but a claim was immediately made for pay by lunar 
ficiondis ; and feveral regiments have declined taking up their 
. warrants on this account. As this pra<Sice was entirely new 
tome, though faid to be warranted by former ufage, here 
the matter now waits the determination of the honorable 
Congrefs. I find, in Connedlicut and Rhode-Ifland, this 
point was fettled by calendar months; in Maflachufetts, 
though mentioned in the Congrefs, it was left undetermined ; 
which is alfo the cafe of New-Hamp(hire. 

The inclofure, N° 2, is a petition from the fubaltems, re» 
fpefting their pay. Where there are only two of thefe in 
a company, I have confidered one as an enfign, and ordered 
him paj^ as fuch> as in the Conneflicut forces* I muft.beg 

leave 



leave to recommcifid this pcfitJon to the favor tjf the Congrefs ; 
BS I am of opinion the allowance is in8ddj[tiate to their rahk 
%ftd fervice, and is one great fonrce of that fkmiliariry between 
•flic cffiiccrs and 'men, whiich is To incompatible with fuborSl- 
TnatlcAi aind difcipline. Mtmy valuable officers of diofeTafiks, 
'findirig themfclveis utiable to ftipport the chb.ra£l6r afid ap- 
*pei^iice of officers, (I am informed) will retire its fooh 2te 
'fhe tefm of Service is cxj)ired, if there is no alteration, 

Fdt the'better regnlation of diity, I found it neceflarV to 
fettle the rank bf the officers, and to number the regiments ; 
*andj as I had riot received 'the commands of the Congrefs on 
*ttte'fiibje£l, and the exigence of the fervice forbade any far- 
ther delay, the general officers wei^ confidered as having nb 
regiments, —an alteration, which, I underftand, is notpleafing 
"to foxne of them, but appeared to me and others to be proper, 
when It was confidcred, that, by this means, the whole army 
is put upon one "footing, and all particular attachments dif- 
"folved. 

• Among many other corifiderations which the approach of 
winter will demand, that of clothing appears to be one of 
't*he'moft important. So far as regards the prefervation of the 
army from cold, they may be deemed in a ftate of nakednefc. 
Matiy of the men have been without blankets the whole 
campaign: and thofe, which have been in ufe during the 
ftimoier, are fo much- worn as to be of little fervice. Tn 
order to' make a fuitable provifion in thefc articles, and at 
■the fame time to guard the public againft impofition and 
cxpenfe, it feems ncceffary to determine the mode of con- 
tinuing the army: for, fliould thefe troops be clothed under 
-their prefent engagement, and, at the expiration of the term 
of fervice, decline renewing it, a fet of unprovided tntn may 
'be fent to fupply their places. 

I cdnh6t fnppofe it to be Unknown to the honorable Con- 

^efs, that, in all armies, it is an eftabliflied praflice to make 

'ail allowance to officers, of provifions and forage; pfopor- 

//tiooatier to their rank. As fuch an allowance fcM^m^d "ho 
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part of the continental eftahliihmcnt, I have hitherto forbore 

to liTue the orders for that purpofc : but, as it is a received 

opinion of ftrch members of the Congrcfs as t have had aa 

.opportunity of tonfulttngj as well as throughout the armjr, 

that it mnft be deemed a matter of courfe and implied in the 

dbbUflxment of the army, I have directed the following pro?* 

.portion of rations, being the fame allowed in the American 

armies laft war :-— major-general, fifteen; brigadier-gene^- 

^ral, twelve; colonel, fix; lieutenant-colonel, five; major, 

four ; captain, three ; fiilmltem, two ; ftaff, two. 

If thefe fhould not be approved by the honorable Congrcfs., 
they will pleafc to Cgnify their pleafure> as to the alteratioi^J 
they would have made in the whole or in part. 

I am now to inform the honorable Congrefs, that, encou^ 
raged by the repeated declarations of the Canadians and Jn-^ 
dians, and urged by then- requefts, I have detached colonel 
Arnold with a thoufand men, to penetrate into Canada by 
way of Kennebeck river, and, if poflible, to make himfelf mat- 
ter of Quebec. By this manoeuvre, 1 propofed either to divert 
Carlcton from St. John's, which would leave a free paflage to 
general Schuyler ; — or, if this did not take effedt, -Quebec^ 
in its prefcnt dcfcncclefs ftate, muft fall into his hands an 
cafy prey. I made all poffible inquiry, as to the diftance, 
the fafety of the route, and the danger of the feafon being too 
far advanced ; but found nothing in cither, to deter me from 
-proceeding, more efpccially as it met with very general ap- 
probation from all whom I confulted upon it. But, that 
.nothing hiight be omitted, to enable me to judge of its pro- 
priety and probable confequences, I communicated it by ex- 
,prcfs to general Schuyler, who approved of it in fucli terms, 
that I refolved to put it in immediate execution. They have now 
left this place feven days ; and, if favored with a good wind, 
I hope foon to hear of their being fafe in Kennebeck river. 
For the fatisfadion of the Congrefs, I here inclofe a copy of 
the propofed route (N° 3). I alfo do myfelf the honor of 
inclofing a manifefta, which I caufed to be printed here, and 

of 
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bf which colonel Arnold has taken a fuitable number with 
feini. This is the inclofute, N^ 4. I have alfo forwarded 
a copy of his inftrudtions (N° 5) s— from all which, I hope 
Ae Congrefs will hj^ve a dear view of the motives, plan, and 
intended execution of this enterprife, and that I (hall be 
fo happy as to meet with their approbation in iti 

I was the more induced to make this detachment^ as it iH 
inj clear opinion, from a careful obfervation of the move- 
ments of the enemy, corroborated by all the intelligence we 
receive by deferteris and others, (of the fotoer of whom we 
kave fome every day) that the enemy have no intention to 
come outj imtil they are reinforced. Th^y have been wholly 
employed for fome time paft in procuring materials for bar- 
racks, fuel, and making other preparations for winter. Thefe 
circumflances, with the conflant additions to their works 
which are apparently defenfive, have led to the above con- 
cludon) and enabled me to fpare this body of men where I 
hope they will be ufefuliy and fuccefsfuUy employed. 

The ftate of ina6Uvity, in which this army has lain for 
fome time^ by no means correfponds with my wifhesj by 
fome decifive ftroke to relieve my country from the heavy 
expenfe its fubfiftence muft create. After frequently recon* 
noitring the fituation of the enemy in the town of Bofton^ 
coUefting all pofEble intelligence^ and digefting the whole, a 
furprife did toot appear to me wholly impr^<5^icable^ though 
hazardous. I communicated it to the general officers fomt 
days before I called them to a council^ that they might be 
prepared with their opinions. The refult I have the hopOt 
of inclofing (N^ 6). I cannot fay that I have wholly laid it 
afide: but new events may occaiion new meafurei!. Of 
rhis t hope the honorable Congrefs can need no aflurancei 
that there is not a man in America who more earneftly 
wifhes fuch a termination of the campaign^ as to mak^ th^ 
army no longer neceflary. 

Tlie feafon advances fo fafl, that I have given orders to 
prep4re banacks and other accommodations for the winter. 

VojL. I. p Tfac 



34 GENERA!, WASHlNG.TiON.'S . 

The. great fcarcity.pf tow-clpth in this country^ I fear, wili 
tcytaHy <}i(app<)mt us in o^r expedations of procuring bum* 
ing-ihiitSv Gpyernor Cooke informs rpe, few or none are 
to be had m Rhodc-Iflapd ; ^nd governor TrumbuU gives ma 
little encouragement to cxpeft many from Cpn^e^icut, / 

I have filled up the oflSce of quarter-mafter-general which 
the Congrcfs was plcafcd to" leave to me, by the appointment 
of major. Mifflin, which 1 hope and believe will be univcr- 
fally acceptable. 

It gives me great pain to be obliged to folick the attention 
©f the honorable Congrefs to die ftate of this army, in terms* 
which imply the flightefl apprchenfion of being ncgledied. 
But my fituation is inexpreffibly diftreffing, to fee the winter 
fell approaching upon a naked army ; the time oT their fer- 
vice within a few weeks of expiring ; and no provifion yet 
made for fuch important events. Added to thcfe, the mili- 
tary chert is totally exhaufted : tlie paymafter has not a fin- 
gle dollar in hand : the coram iffary-general aflures me be has 
llrained his credit, for the fubCftence of the army, to the ut- 
nioft. Tl>e quarter-mafter-general is precifely in the fame 
tituation ; aiKl the greater part of the troops are in a ftate 
not far from mutiny, upon the deduftion from their ftated 
allowance. I know not to whom I am to impute this fai- 
lure: but I am of opinion, if the evil is not immediately 
remedied, and more pundtuality obferved in future, the army 
fiuft abfolutely break up. " I hoped I had fo fully cxpreffed 
myfelf on this fubjedl (both by letter, and to thofe members 
of th^ Congrefs who ]K)nored'the camp with a vifit), that no 
difappointment couJd pofUbly happen : I therefore hourly 
expe£led advice from the paymafter that he had received 
a fr^sfti fupply, in addition to the hundred and fevcnty- 
two thoufand dollars delivered him in Augiift ; and 
thought myfelf warranted to afluVe tlie 'public creditors that 
in a few days they fhould be fatlsfied. But the delay has 
brought matters to fuch a crifis, as admits of no farther un- 
certain expedlation. I have therefore fent off this exprefs, 

2 .;;» with 
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with orders to make all pofTible difpatch. It is my mod 
earttcft.requcft (hafhc'ih^y be returned with all poffible ex- 
pedition^ utAefs the honorable Congrefs have already for^^ 
Warded what is fo indiipenfably neceiTary. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W* 



Sir, Camp at Cambridge^ Sept. 30, 1775* 

THE reverend Mr. Kirkland, the bearer of this, hav- 
ing been introduced to the honorable Congrefs, can need no 
particular recommendation from me. But as he now wiflies 
to have the affairs of his miflion and public employ put upon 
fome fuitable footing, I cannot but intimate my fcnfe of the 
importance of his ftation, and the great advantages which 
have and may refult to the United Colonies, from his fitua- 
don being made refpe£table. 

All accounts agree that much of the favorable difpofitlon, 
ihewn by the Indians, may be afcribed to his labor and in- 
fluence. He has accompanied a chief of the Oneidas to this 
camp, which I have endeavored to make agreeable to him, 
both by civility and fome fmall prcfents* Mr. Kirkland be- 
ing alfo in fome neceffity for money to bear his travelling 
charges and other expcnfes, I have fupplied him with thirty- 
two pounds lawful money. 

4 1 cannot but congratulate the honorable Congrefs on the 
happy temper of the Canadians and Indians, our accounts of 
which are now fully confirmed by fome intercepted letters 
from officers, in Canada, to general Gage and others in Bof- 
ton, which were found on board the veflel lately taken, 
goin^ into Bofton with a doilation of cattle and other frefh 
provifions for the minifterial army» 

' 1 have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Vz Sir, 
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SIR^ Camp at CamiridgCf O^, St ^115* 

I WAS honored with your fevor of the twenty^^fixth 
ultimo, late the night bcfotQ laft ; and a meeting of the geno- 
ral officers having been called upon a bufinefs which will aiake 
a confiderable part of this letter, I took the opportunity of lay- 
ing before them thofc parts of yours which refpeft the con- 
tinuance and ncw-*modelIing pf the-army, the fuel, clothing, 
and other preparations for the enfuing winter. .They have 
taken two or three days (o condder ; and, as foon as I am 
poiTefled of their opinions^ I fliall lofe no time in tranfmitjting 
the refult, not only on the above fubjcdls, but ^he nun^ber of 
troops necefiary to be kept up* 

I have ^Ifo direfted the commlffary-gcneral and die quar- 
ter-niafter-general to prepare eftimates. o^ Jthe expenfe of 
their departments for a certain giv^n number of njen, from 
which a judgment may be made, when the number of men 
to be kept in pay is determined :— -all which I (hall do my- 
fclf the honor to lay before the Congrefs, as foon as they 
are ready. 

I have now a painful though a neceffary duty to perform, 
refpe£iing Dr. Church, diredor -general of the hofpital. 
About a week ago, Mr. fecretaiy Ward of Providence fcnt 
up to me one Wainwood, an inhabitant of Newport, with a 
letter direfted to major Cane in Bofton, in [^occultl charac- 
ters, which he faid had been left with Wainwood forae time 
ago, by a woman w^ho was kept by Dr.. Church. She had 
before prefied Wainwood to take her to captain Wallace, 
Mr. Dudley the colle6lor, or George Rome ; which he de* 
clined. She then gave him the letter, with a ftridl charge 
to deliver it to either of thofe gentlemen. . He, fufpe<Sling 
fome improper correfpondence, kept the letter, and aftef 
feme time opened it ; but^ not being abli? to read it, laid it iip, 
' wiiere it remained until he received an obfcure letter, from 
the woman, exprefilng an anxiety after the original lettef. 
He aiea commimicated the wliole matter to Mr. Ward,; who 
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fent him up with the papers to ine, 1 immediately fecurcd 
the wdtiian : but for a Ibijig time ihe was proof agaiiift every 
threat and pcrfuafibn tt> difcover die author. However, at 
length (he was brought to A c6n(tSion^ and named Dr. 
Church. I tfien imrtiediately fecured him and ail his papers. 
Upon his firft examination, he readily acknowledged the let- 
ter, faid it was defigned for his brother Fleming, and, when 
deciphered, would be found to contain nothing criminal. 
He acknowledged his never having communicated the cOr- 
refpondence to any perfon here but the girl, and made many" 
protcftations of the purity of his intentions. Having found 
a perfon capable of deciphering the letter, I in the mean 
time had all his papers iearched, but found nothing criminal 
am'6ng them : but it appeared on inquiry, that a confidant 
had been aittong the papers before my meflenger arrived. 
I then called the general officers together for their advice, 
the refult of which you will find in the inclofure, N^ i. 
The deciphered letter is the inclofure, N** 2. The army and 
country are exceedingly irritated : and upon a free difcuffion 
of the nature, clrcum fiances, and confequence of this matter, 
if has been unanimoufly agreed to lay it before the honorable 
Congrrfs for their fpecial advice and dircdlion ; at the fame 
time fuggefting to their confidcration, whether an alteration 
•of the twenty-eighth article of war may not be neceflary. 

As I (hall referve all farther remarks upon the (late of the 
army till my next, I ihall now beg leave to requcft the de- 
tfctmination of Congrefs, as to the property and difpofal of 
filch veflefe and cargoes as are defigned for the fupply of the 
enemy, and may fall into our hands. There has been an event 
*<rf this kind at Portfmouth (as by the inclofure, N° 3), in 
-which I have direfted the cargo to be brought hither for the 
nfo of the army, referving the fettlement of any claims of 
capture to the decifion of Congrefs, 

''' As there are many unfortunate individuals whofe property 

hz$ been confifcated by the enemy, I would humbly fugged 

' tp the confidcration of Congrefs the humanity of applying^ 

D3 in 
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in part or in Ac whole, fuch captures to. the relief- of thofc 
fufferers* after compcnfating any expenfe of the capters^iahd 
for their aflivity and fpirit, I am the more ihduded to re- 
queft this deteiTnination may be fpcedy, as 1 have direSed 
three veiTels to be equipped lu. order ta cut off the fupplks ; 
and, from the number of veflHs hourly arriving, it may become 
an objedt of fome importance. In the difpofal of thefe cap* 
tures, for the encouragement of tlic officers and men, 1 have 
allowed them one-third of die cargoes, except military ftores, 
which, with the veflcls, are to be referved for the public ufe. 
I; hope my plan, as well as the execution, will be favored 
\y:ith the approbation of Congrefs. 

One Mr. Filk, an intelligent pcrfon, came out of Bofton on . 
the third inftant, and gives us the following advices : — that a 
fleet, confifting of a fixty-four, and twenty-gun (hip, two 
floops of eighteen guns, and two tranfports with fix hundred 
men, were to fail from Bofton as yefterday ; that they took 
on board two mortars, four howitzers, and other artillery 
calculated for the bombardment of a town ;— their defti* 
nation was kept a. profound fecret : — ^that an exprefe (loop 
of war, which left England the eighth Auguft, arrived four 
days ago ;— that general Gage is recalled, and laft-funday re- 
ligned his command to general Howe ;— that lord Percy, 
colonel Smith, and.othg' ofEcers who were at Lexington, 
are ordered honjie with Grage ; — that fix fliips of the line 
and two cutters were coming out under fir Peter Dennis ;— . 
tliat five regimems and a thoufand marines are ordered 
out, and may be expefted in three or four weeks : — no pro- 
fpe£l of accooxmodation ; but the minlftry determined to 
pufh the war to the utmoft. 

I have an exprefs from colonel Arnold, and herewith fend 
a copy of his letter and an inclofure, N'^4 and 5. — I am happy 
in finding he meets with no difcouragement. — The claim of 
the rifle officers, to be independent of all the fuperior officers 
except colonel Arnold, is without any countenance or autho-. 
rity from me, as I have fignitied in my laft difpatch both to- 
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jcoionel Arnold and.captainJMorgan.-7-The captain qf the brig 
.from Quebec for Bofton informs. me that there Is no fdfpi- 
cion of any fuch expedition ; -and that> if Carlcton is not drove 
from St, John's, fo as to be Qbliged to thro\y himfclf into 
Quebec, it muft fall into our haijds, as it is left without a rc- 
-gnlar foldier, and many of the inhabitants arc moil favorably 
. difpofed to the American caufc ; — and diat there is the brgeft 
fiock of ammunition ever colle»9:ed in America. 

In the above velRl fome letters* were alfo found, from an 
€>fficet at Qocbec, to general Gage and major Sheriff at Bof- 
ton, containing fuch an account of the temper of the Cana- 
dians, as cannot but afford the highefl fatisfa£Uon. I have 
thought it beft to forward them : they are the inclofurcs, 
N°6and7. 

I am, with the greateft refpedl, &c^ G. W. 



Sj[r; . Camp at Cambridge^ 0^. I2, 1775. 

I AM honored with your feveral favors of the twen- 
ty-fixth and thirtieth September, and fifth October, the con- 
tents of which I fhall beg leave to notice in their refpeiSive 
order. 

Previous to the direftion of Congrcfs to confult the gene- 
ral officers on the beft mode of continuing and providing for 
the army during die winter, I had dcfired them to turn their 
- thoughts upon thefe fubjcdls, and to favor me with the rcfult, 
by a particular day, in writing. In this interval, the ap- 
pointment of Dr. Franklin, Mr. Lyncli, and colonel Harri- 
fcm, was communicated, — an event, which has given me the 
higheft fatisfai^ion, as the fubjeift was too weiglity and com- 
. plcx for a difcuffion by letter. This appointment made any 
i concluilon here unncceflary, as it is not probable any fuch 
arrangement would be agreed on, as would not be altered in 
ibroc refpedls, upon a full and free conference. This good 
dkJQi will arife from the ftep already taken, that every officer 
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will be pfaepared ta give his.fcQtiments upon Aefe importsqif 
fubje^, , . . . 

The eftlmates of tbe ccxnmiflaiy and quarler-tnafler-ge* 
neral I hav« now the hoqor of inclofiug. The firft is N*' i>-« 
the other, N° 2, - ~ . 

With refpcdt to the reduflion of the pajr of the men, 
which may enter into the confideration of their fupport, it in . 
the unanimous opinioQ of the general officers^ that it cannot 
be touched y^ith fafety at prefent. * # * 

Upon, the prefvunption of there being a vacancy in the di«> 
region of the hofpital, lieutenant-colonel Hand, formeriy 
a furgeon in the eighteenth regiment, or royal Iriih, and Dn 
Fofter, late of Charleftown, and one of the furgeona of the 
hofpital under Dr. Church, are candidates for th^t office. I 
do not pretend to be acquainted with their refpeSivo raeritSu 
and therefore have given them t\o farther expeflation, than 
that they fl^Qvld b? mentioned as candidates for the depart- 
ment. I therofore. need only to add upon this fubjedl", that the 
aflFair$ of the hofpital requii^e that the appointment fliouI(| 
be made as foon a^ pofSbJ^, 

Before I was honored with your favor of the fifth inftant,. I 
had given orders for the equipment of fome armed veflels, t^ 
intercept the enemy's fupplies qf provifipns and ammunition. 
One of them was on a cruifc hetweep Cape Anne and Cape • 
Cod, when die exprefs arrived, The others will be fit foj 
the fea Jn a few days, un4eif the command of officer* of the 
continentai. army, who are wcU rccqmn^endedr as pevfpns ac-u 
q\iainte?i with the f<?a, and c^pabjo of fuch a/cryic&.. Twa • 
of thefe will be immediately diTp^^ttched oji this. duty, an4 
every particular, mentioned in youf favqr pf the fifth inftant, 
literally complied with. 

That the honorable Copgrcfs naay have a mor<j connplete 
idea of tlie plan on which thefe veffcls are equipped, I inr 
clofc a copy of the inftruAious given to the captains now 
out (N"" 4). Thefe, with tb,e additional iniUudlion dirc£lcd^ 
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^tU-tbergiveirto the ca|$taiTl§ *wh6 |;o anto the'lhoifth of 
St. Laurence's river. As both oflSccrs and men mpft chi^crv. 
fully eiiga^'iii thd fervicd on \h,c terms mentioned ^n ilieft 
inftrudionsx I fisar that the propofed mcreafe will crjeate 
fome di^c\i1ty, by making a difference between men engage 
cdon iimilsir fervice. T have therefor^ not yet communi* 
cated this part <}f the plan^ but referved an extra bounty as a 
rrvrard for* extraordinary afUvity. There arc no armei 
veflels in this provirice ; and governor Cooke informs ra« 
the enterprife ican receive no ajffiftance from him, as one of 
the:armed veflels of Rhode-^Ifland is on a long cruife, and 
the other unfit for the fervice. Nothing fliall be omitted, ia 
fecure fueceijs. A fortunate capture of an ordnance fhip' 
would give new life to the camp, and an immediate turn i^ 
the ifluc of diis campaign. 

Our laft accounts from colonel Arnold are very favorable 3 
he was proceeding with all expedition ; and 1 flatter myfejf 
(making ail allowances) he will be at Quebec the twentieth 
inftant, where a gentleman from Canada (Mr. * * *) aC» 
fures me he will meet with no refiftance. 

In the quarter-mafter's eftimate, there are fome articles 
omittedy of which he informs me he cannot pretend to fur- 
pilh a^cpmputation,r— fuch a^ cartage, tools, &c, for which 
forac general allowance muft be mad^. . 

Frpm the various accounts received from Europe, tfier^ 
innj be reafon to e^pedt troops will be landed at New- 
Y-Qtk^ or fome pth^r ^niddle colony. T ihoujd be glad to 
]kn0w th^ pleafure of the Congrefs, whether, upon fuch an 
event, it would be expedled .that a part of this army fhould 
be detached, or the internal force of fuch colony and its 
neighborhood be deemed fuflScient ; or whether, in fuch 
fafe, I am to Wait the particular direftiofi of Congrefs, 

The fleet, mentioned in my laft, has been leen ftanding 
N* N. E ;" fo that' we apprehend it is intendcki for fome 
part of: this provipcp, or Nevv-Hampfhire, or poffibly Quc^ 
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. The tutcft aad beA accounts we have frooi t1^ enemfy 
are, that they are engaged in thoir new work acrofe the 
fouth end of Boftony preparing tlieir barracks, &c, for win* 
ter:-r-that it is propofed to keep fron^ five hundred tc* a 
thoufand men on Bunker's hill all winter, \^ho are tobtyso* 
lieved once a week ; —the reft to be drawn into: Bbftoni > 

A perfon who has lately been a fervant to major Gondlly 
(a tool of lord Donmore's)- has given an account of a ibhtfme 
to diftrefs the fouthern provinces, which appeared to #ne of 
fufficient confequence to be immediately tr^nfmitted. I have^ 
therefore got it atteftcd, and do myfelf the honor of inclofing 
it,N.<'5. 

The new levies from Connefticut have lately matthed i^- 
to camp, and are a body of as good troops as any we have : 
fo that we have now the fame ftrength, as before the detach* 
ment made under colonel Arnold. 

I am, with the moft refpeSfuI fentiments to the honorable 
Congrefs, and yourfelf, fir, your liioft obedient, &c. G. W, 



Sir, Camp at Cambridge^ OH oh, 24* 177S» 

MY conjedlure of the deftii>ation of the late fqua- 
dron from Bofton, in my laft, has been xmhappily verified by 
an outrage, exceeding^ in barbarity and cruelty, every' hof^ 
tile- a£l pradlifed among civilifed nations. I have inclofcd 
the account given me by Mr; Jones, a gentleman of the 
town of Falmouth, of the deftrufition of that increafiag and 
flourifliing village* He is -a very great fufltrer, and informs 
me that the time allowed for the removal of eiFeits was fo 
fmall, that » valuable property of all kinds, and to a grejat 
amount, has been dcftroyed. The orders (hewn by the cap- 
tain for this horrid procedure (by which it appears the fame 
defolation is. meditated upon all the towns on the coaft) 
made it my duty to communicate it as quickly and ext«;i9i- 
fivcly as poffible. As Portfmouth was the next place to 
which he propofed to go, general Sullivan was permittcd.to 



^OFFICIAL LETTERS- 43^ 

go op) diid give then !<» afTiftance and ^kdvice tc^ ward off 
die Udw. I flatter myfelf the like event will not happea 
liiere, as they have a fortificadoiv of fome (tirengthy and a 
v^el has arrived at a place called Sheepfcot, ivith fifteen 
hmidred pounds of powder. 

Thegeiitlemen of the Congrefs have nearly ^fiuifhed dieir 
bulinefs : but as they write by this opportunity, I itiaft beg; 
leave to refer you to their letter, for what concerns their 
comtniffion* . . , 

We have had no occurrence of any confequence in the^ 
camp iince I had the honor of addrefiing you laft ; but ex- 
pe<Sl every hour to hear that Newport has (bared die fate 
cf uhhappy Falmouth. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, ' Camp at Cambridge^ O^oh 30, 1775. 

THE information, which the gentlemen who have 
lately gone from hence can give the Congrefs, of the ftate 
and fituation of the army, would have made a letter un- 
iieceffary, if I did not fuppofe there would be fome anxiety 
to know the intentions of the army on the fubje£k of the re- 
erdiftment. 

Agreeable to the advice of thpfe gentlemen, and my own 
opinion, I immediately began by dire£ting all fuch officers 
as propofed to continue, to (ignify their intentions as foon a$ 
poffible. A great number of the returns are come in, froo^. 
which I find that a very great proportion of tlie officers 
of the rank of captains, and under, will retire;— from pre^ 
fent appearances, I may fay, half,.— hut at leaft, one-third^ 
It is with fojitie concern alfo that I obferve, that many of the 
officers who retire, difcourage the continuance of the men, 
and, I fear, will communicate the infedlioh to them. Some 
have advifcd that thofe officers who decline the feivice 
ihould be immediately difmiffed : but this woiild be very 
dangerous and inconvenient, I confeis I have great anxieties 
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ipon flie fobjeA/thotTj^ T ftill hope thft pay and terms &f<* 
fo adrantaigeoas, ihat infereft, and, I hope alfo, a regard ta 
iSierr <!ountry» will retain a greater proportion of the private*^ 
fban their oflacers. In fo important a niattcr, I (hall eftie^mf 
it my indifpenfable duty, not only to aft with all poflible 
f rodcnce, hut to give the moft early and conllant advice of 
my pi^ogrefs. 

A fupply o( clothing; equal to our neceffities, would 
gfeatly contribute to the encouragement and fati«fa(5ion of • 
the ihen^ ' In" every point' of view, it is fo important, that I 
beg leave td call the attention of the Congrefs to it in a par- 
ticriar manner. 

A fergeant has jo-ft come in from Bunker's hill, but brings 
no imporfant news. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W^ 



SlR» Cambridge, Nov, 2, 1775. 

I COULD not fuffer Mr. Randolph to quit thi& 
camp without bearing fome teftimony of my dury to th^ 
Congrefs ; although his fudden departure (occafioned by tli'e 
death of his worthy rektive, whofe lofs, as a good citizen 
and valuable member of fociety, is much to be regretted) 
does not allow me time fo be paiticuJar. 

The inclofed return fhcvvs, at one view, what rehance "v^b 
have upon the officers of this army, and how deficient wi& 
are like to be in fubaltem officers. A few days more 
will enable me to inform the Congrefs what: they have to ex-: 
pe<9: from the foldtery, as I fhall iffue recruiting orders for 
this piirpofe, fo foon as the officers are appointed,— v^'hicii 
will be done this day,— having fent for the general officers, to 
confult them in the choice. 

* ■ I muft beg leave to recall the attention of the Congrefs to 
the appointment of a brigadier-general,— an officer as ncceA 
fary to a bf igadc, as a cbloiiel fs to a regiment, and wHI be 
exceedingly wanted in tlie new arrangement* 

The 
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.The.4)rocIamatioiifi and afl^ctation, berewitk iocloied» 
came to ray hands. o^monday laft* I thought it my duty to 
fyad tkem lx> you.— -^Nothuag of moment has happened imce 

With rcfpe^ul compliments to the members of Cqngrefs 
-I. have the honor to bc^ &c. .. G* W. 



. SiKy CambrtdgCy Nov. 8, 1775^ 

THE immediate occaCion of piy giving the Coogreic 
the trouble of a letter at this time is to inform them, that, in 
confequeiiceof their order fignified in your letter of i\\t twen^- 
deth ultimo, I laid' myfelf under a folemn tie of fccrecy to 
captain M'Pherfon, and proceeded to examioe his plan for the 
dellruiftion of tiie fleet in the harbor T>f Bofton, with all diat 
care and attention which the impoitance of it deferved, and 
«ny judgment could lead ta But not being happy enough 
to coincide ia opmion with that gentleman, and binding that 
Us fchemc would involve greiater expenfe, than (under my 
doubts of its fuccefs) I thought myfelf juftified in giving in.- 
to, 1 prevailed upon him to communicate his plan to t]ir«e 
geatleoKUof die artillery in this army, wdJ acquainted inxhe 
knowledge and pra<5tice of gunnery. By them he h^^ been 
convinced, that, inafmuch as he fet out upon wrong priiKi- 
ple8> the fcheme would prove abortive. Unwilling however 
to. rdinquifh his favorite projed of reducing the naval force 
of Great Britain, he is very dedrous of building a number of 
row gallies for this puipofe. But as the Congrefs alone are 
competent to the adoption of this meafure, I have adyi&d him 
(although he offered to go on >vith the building pf them at 
liis own expenfe, till theCongrefsfhould decide) to repair 
immediately to Philadelphia with his propofals ; where, if 
they (hould be, agreed to,^ar Vfjflfls oi fuperior force, agnec^ 
able to the.wUhes of mod others, fhould be refolved on, he 
aiay.fet laftantly about them^ witU all the materials upou 

the 
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fpirit up the people and oppofe it at all events. — 'Falmouth iti 
about a hundred and thirty miles from tiiis camp. 

I have the honor to be, &:Ci G. W* 

P. S. I fend a general return of the troopsj and manifeft^ 
of the cargoes and veflels taken at Plymouthi 



SlRf Cambridge^ NoVi'iiy i77^*' 

* * * tnclofed, yoii have a copy of an a£k, pafled 
^8 fefli6n, by the honorable council and houfe of rcprefen- 
tatives of this prdvince. It rcfpeits fuch captures as may be 
Hiadc by veflels fitted oyt by the province, or by individuals 
thcreofv As the armed vcfielsj fitted out at the continental 
cxpenfe, do not come under this law, T would have it fub- 
initted to the confideration of Congrefs, to point out a more 
fummary way of proceeding, to determine the property and 
mode of condemnation of fuch prizes as have been or here* 
tfter may be made, than is fpecified in this adl. 

Should not a court be eftablifhed by authority of Con** 
grefs, to take cognifance of prizes made by the continental 
-veffels? Whatever the mode is which they afe pleafed to 
adopt, there Is an abfolute neceflity of its being fpeedily de-* 
termined on : for I cannot fpare time from military ^SaXxtt 
to give proper attention to tliefc matters. 

The inhabitants of Plymouth have taken a floop, ladcrt 
with provifions, &c, from Halifax, bound to Bodon ; and 
the inliabitants of Beverly have, under cover of one of the 
armed fchooners, taken a veflel from Ireland, ^ laden with 
fceef, pork, butter, &c,^ for the fame place. The latter brings 
papers and letters of a very interefting nature, which are in 
the hands of the honorable council, who informed me they 
wilt tra^iimit them to you by this conveyance. To the con- 
tents of thcfe papers and letters I mull beg leave to refer yotf 
and the honorable Congrefs, who will now fee the abfolute 
Rcceffity there is, of exerting all their wifdom, to witliftandl 
ibe mighty t'lTuiti of our cnciincs. 

The 
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The trouble I have in the arrangement of the army is really, 
inconceivable. Many of the officers font in their names to 
Jferve, in expcSation of promotion : others flood aloof * * * ; 
whilft a ntimber who had declined have again fent in their 
names, to ferve. So great has the confufion, arifmg from 
thefe and many other perplexing circumftances, been, that I 
found it abfolutely impoflible to fix this very interefting bu- 
finefs exaftly on the plan refolved on in the conferencey 
though I have kept up to the fpirit, as near as the nature and 
neceflity of the cafe would admit of : the diflSiculty with 
the foldiers is as great, — indeed more fo, if poflible, than 
with the bflScers. They will not enlift, until they know 
their colonel, lieutenant-<:olonel, major, captain, &c^; fo that 
it was neceflary to fix the officers the firll thing ; which is, 
at laft, in feme manner done ;. and I have given out enlifiing 
orders. 

You, fir, can much eafier judge, tlian I can exprefs, the 
anxiety of mind I mufl labor under on the occafion, efpe- 
cially at this time, when we may expedt the enemy will be- 
gin to a£l on the arrival of their reinforcement, part of 
which Is already come, and the remainder daily dropping in. 

I have other difhrefTes of a very alarming nature. The 
arms of our foldiery are fo exceeding bad, that I affure you, 
fir, I cannot place a proper confidence in them. Our pow- 
der is wafling fail, notwithftanding the flrideft carCj econo* 
my» and attention, is paid to it. The long feries of wet wea- 
ther we have had, renders the greater part of what has been 
fcrved put to the men> of no ufe» Yefterday 1 had ^ proof" 
oi it, as a party of the enemy, about four or five hundred, 
taking thie advantage of a high tide* landed at Leechmore*s . 
point ; we were alarmed, and of courfe ordered every man 
to examine his cartOuch-box | when the melancholy truth 
aj^ared \ and we were obliged to furnifh the greatisr part 
of them with frefli ammunition* 

The damage done at the point was the taking of a tnan 
who watched a few horfes and cows : ten of the lattef* they 

Vol. It E carried 
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carried off. Colonel Thompfon marched down with his re- 
giment of riflemen, and was joined by colonel Woodbridge, 
with a part of his and a part of Patterfon's regiment, who 
gallantly waded through the water, and foon obliged the 
enemy to embark under cover of a man-of-war, a floating 
battery, and the fire of a battery on Charleftown neck. We 
have two of our men dangeroufly wounded by grape-fhot 
from the man-of-war ; and, by a flag fent out this day, wc 
^re informed the enemy loft two of their men. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Cambridge^ Nov. 19, 1775. 

I Received your favors of the feventh and tenth in- 
ftant, with the refolves of the honorable Congrefs, to which. 
I will pay all due attention. — As foon as two capable per- 
fons can be found, I will difpatch them to Nova-Scotia, on 
the fervice refolvcd on in Congrefs. 

The refolve to raife two batallions of marines will (If 
practicable in this army) entirely derange what has been 
done. It is therein mentioned, " one colonel for the two ba- 
tallions :" —of courfe, a colonel muft be difmiffed. One of 
the many diflSculties, which attended the new arrangement^ 
was in reconciling the different interefts, and judging of the 
merits of the different colonels* — In the difmiffion of this 
one, the fame diflSculties will occur. — Thp officers and men 
muft be acquainted with maritime affairs ; to comply with 
which, they muft be picked out of the whole army,—- one 
from this corps, one from* another, — fo as to break through 
the whole fyftem, which has coft us fo much time, anxiety 
and pains, to bring into any tolerable form. Notwithftand- 
ing any difficulties which will arife, you may be affured^ 
fir, thiit I will ufe every endeavor to comply with their r©. 
folye. 

I beg leave to fubmit it to the conifideration of Congrds 
(if diefe two batalUons.cau be formed out of this army) whe- 
ther 
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tlicr this IS a- time to weaken our lines, by employing any of 
the forces appointed to defend them, on any other fervice. 
The gentlemen who were here from the Congrefs know 
their vail extent : they muft know that we ihall have occa- 
fion for our whole force for that purpole ; more lb now 
dian at any paft time, as we may expeft the enemy will 
take the advantage of the firft hard weather, and attempt to 
make an impreflion fqmewhere. That this is their inten* 
tion, we have many reafons to fufpe£l» 

We have had, in the laft week, fix deferters, and took 
two draggling prifoners. They all agree that two compa* 
nies, with a train of artillery and one of the regiments from 
Ireland, were arrived at Bofton; — that frefli ammunition 
and flints have been ferved out; — that the grenadiers and 
light infantry had orders to hold themfelves in readinefs^ at a 
moment^s warning. 

As there is every appearance that this contell will not 
be foon decided j and of courfe that there muft be an aug- 
mentation of the continental army, would it not be eligible 
to raife two batallions of marines in New- York and Phila- 
delphia, where there muft be numbers of failors now un-em- 
ployed? — This however is j^Tiatter of opinion, which I men- 
tion with all due deference to the fuperior judgment of the 
Congrefs. 

Inclofed, you have copies of two letters,— one from colo- 
nel Arnold, — the other from colonel ♦ ♦ *. I can form no 
judgment on the latter's condudt, until I fee him. Notwith- 
ftanding the great defediion, I do not defpair of colonel Ar- 
nold's fuccefs. He will have, in all probability, many more 
dlfllculties to encounter, than if he had been a fortnight 
(bbncr ; as it is likely that governor Carleton will, with what 
forced he can coUeCl after the furrender of the reft of Cana^* 
4i, throw hiinfelf into Quebec, and there make his laft ef- 
foft. There is no late account from captains BrQUghton 
and Sillmah, fent Co the river St. Laurence. The other 
craifers have been cfiiefly confined to hartibr, by the bad- 
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ncfs of the weather. ^ The fame reaf^n has caufed great de- 
lay in building of our barracks ; which, with a moft mortify- 
ing fcarcity of fire-wood, difcourages the men from enlifting. 
The laft, I am afraid, is an infuperable obftacle. I have ap- 
plied to the honorable houfe of reprefentativcs of this pro- 
vince, who were pleafed to appoint a committee to negotiate 
this buflnefs : and notwithfiahding all the pains they have 
and are taking, they find it impof&ble to fupply our neceffi- 
ties. The want of a fufficient number of teams I underftand 
to be the chief impediments, 

I got returns this day from eleven colonels, of the num-< 
bcrs enlifted in their regiments. The whole amount isr 
nine hundred and fixty-fix men. There muft be fome other 
ilimulus befides love for their country, to make men fond 
'Of the fervice. It would be a great encouragement, and no 
additional expenfe to the continent, were they to receive pay 
for the months of Odober and November ; alfo a month's 
pay advance. The prefent ftate of the military cheft will 
not admit of diis. The fooner it is enabled to do fo, the 
better. i 

The commiffary-general is daily expedled in camp. I can- 
not fend you the eftimate of the clerks in his department, 
until he arrives. 

I fincercly congratulate you upon the fuccefs of your arms, 
in the furrender of St. John's, which I hope is a happy pre-" 
ftge of the reduflion of the reft of Canada. 
- 1 have the honor to be, &c. G. W- 



■ Sir, Camhridgey Novem, 28, 1775. 

I HAD the honor of writing to you on the nineteenth 
ihftant. I have now to inform you that Henry Knox, ef- 
quire, is gone to New- York, with orders to forward to this 
place what cannon and ordnance ftores can be there pro- 
cured. From thence he will proceed to general Schuyler 
on the faiiie fcuHnefs, as you will fee by the inclofcd copjr 
oj inftru<9ions wfiich I have given hun. It would give mc 

muck 
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much fatisfadlion, that this gentleman, or any other whom 
yoD may think qualified, was appointed to the command of 
die artillery regiment. In my letter to you, of the eighth, 
inftant, I have exprcffed myfelf fully on this fubjcft, which 
I beg leave to recommend to your immediate attention ; as 
the formation of that corps will be at a ftand, until I am hor 
norcd with your inftruftions thereon. * * * * 

There are twoperfons engaged to go to Nova-Scotia, on the 
bufinefs recommended in your laft. By the beft information 
we have from thence, the flores, &c, have been withdrawn 
fomc time. Should this not be the cafe, it is next to an Im- 
poffibility to attempt any thing there, in the prefent unfettled 
and precarious ftate of the army. * * * 

From what I can collect by my inquiries amongft the of- 
iiters, it will be impoffible to get the men to enllft for the 
continuance of the war ; which will be an infuperable ob- 
itruSibn to the formation of the two batallions of marine^ 
on the pltfn refolved on in Gongrefs. As it can make no 
difference, I propofe to proceed on the new arfangement of 
the army, and, when completed, inquire out fuch officers 
and men as are beft qualified for. that fervice, and endeavor 
to form thefe two batallions out of the whole. This appears 
to me the beft method, and yi'ill, I hope, meet the approba- 
tion of Congrefs. 

As it will be very diiEcult for the men to work wljen the 
iiard froft fets in, I have thought it ne^eiiary (though of lit- 
tle ufe at prefent) to take pofleffion of Coble-hill, for the be- 
nefit of any future operations. It was efFe^ted, without the 
leaft oppoftfipn from the enemy, the twenty-tliird inftant. 
Xheir inafHvity on t^is occaCon is what I cannot account 
for : — it is probable they are meditating a blow fome where. 

About three hundred 4iien, women, and children, of the 

poor inhabitants of Bofton, came out to Poinr-Shifley laft 

/riday. They have brought their houfehold furniture, but are 

unprovided of every other xieoeffary of life. I have recom-!. 

" P 3 mended 
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mended thjpm to the attention of the committee of the hewor- 
al)le council of this province, noW fitting at Watertown. 

The number cnlifted fmce my laft are two thoufand four 
hundred and fifty men. * * * * Our fituation is truly 
alarming : and of this general Howe is well apprifed, it be- 
ing the common topic of converfation when the people left 
Bofton laft.friday. — No doubt, when he is reinforced, he' 
will avail hio^felf of tlie information. 

I am making the befl difpofition I can for our defence, 
having thrown up, befides the work on Coble-hill, fevcral 
redoubts, half-moons, &c, along the bay : and I fear I fliall 
be under the neceffity.of calling in the itiilitia and minute- 
men- of the country to my aiSftance : I fay, I fear it, — ^be- 
caufe, by what I can learn from the officers in the army, be- 
longing to this colony, it will be next to an impoffibility to 
keep them under any degree of difcipline, and that it will be 
very difficult to prevail on them to remain a moment longer 
than they chufe themfelves. It is a mortifying reflexion, to 
he reduced to this dilemma. There has been nothing want- 
ing on my part, to infufe a proper fpirit amongft the officers, 
that they may exert their influence with the foldiery. You 
fee, by a fortnight's recruiting amongfl men with arms in 
their hands, how little has been the fuccefs. 

As the fmall-pox is now in Bofton, I have ufed the pre- 
caution of prohibiting fuch as lately came out, from coming 
near our camp. — General Burgoyne, I am informed, wiU 
foon embark for England. — I think the rifk too great to write 
you by poft, whilft it continues to pafs through New-York* 
It is certain that a poft has been intercepted the beginning- 
of laft month, as they fent out feveral letters from Bofton, 
with the poft-mark of Baltirnpre on them. This goes by 
captain Jofeph Blewer, who promifes to deliver it carefully 
unto you. 

You, doubtlefs, -vvill h^yp heard, before this reaches, of 

general Mpntgpmery 's l^ay^ng go^ polfcffioa pf Montreal. I 

r . congratulate. 



coagranilate you thereon. He has troubles wth^ kU troops,, 
as well as I have. — All I Can learn of colonel Arnold, is, tha^ 
be is near Quebec. I hope Montgomery will be able to 
proceed to his affiftance. I fliaU be very uneafy until I hear 
they are joined. 

• My beft refpefts attend the gentlemen in Congrcfs .v and 
believe me, lir, your moft obedient, &c. G. W^ 



Sir, Cambridge^ Noven^. 30, 1775* 

I HAD the honor to write to you, the twenty-eighth 
inftant, by captain Jofeph Blcwer. Laft evening I received 
the agreeable account of the fchooner Lee, commanded by 
captain Manly, having taken and carried into Cape-Anne a 
large brigantine, bound from Loiidon to Bodon, laden with 
military ftores, the inventory of which I have the pleafure to 
iQclofe you. Cape-Anne is a very open harbor, and acceffi^ 
ble to large {hips ; which made me immediately fend ofF co- 
lonel Glover and Mr. Palfrey, with orders to raife the mi- 
nute-men and militia of that part of the country, to have the 
cargo landed without lofs of time, and guarded up to this 
camp. This, I hope, they will be able to effe<ft, before it is 
known to the enemy, what port fhe is carried into. I fin- 
cerely congratulate you on this veiy great acquifition ; and 
am, fir, your moft humble, &c. , G. Wi 

Manly has alfo taken a floop in the minifterial fervice ; and 
captain Adams, in the fchooner Warren, ha^^taken a fchoon- 
er laden with potatoes and turnips, bound to Qofton, and 
carried her into Portfinouth. 



- Sir, Cambridg€y Dee. 4, 1775. 

I HAD the honor of writing to you the thirtieth ulti- 
mo, inclofitig*ah inventory of the military ftores taken on 
board the brig Nancy by captain Manly of the armed 
fchooticr Lee. I ha?# now to inform you that be has fince 

£ 4 f<^ut 



Sft GENERAL WtASHTNGTOxV'S 

fent-intoBererly a^ ibip named the Cpncord, James Lowrie 
mafter, from Greenock in Scotland, bound to Boilon. She 
has^n board Jry* goods and coals, €o the value of three thou^ 
fiuid fix hundred and fix pounds, nine fhilHngs and feven* 
pence fterling, fliipped by Crawford, Anderfon, and Co* and 
cooiigned to Jame& Anderfon, merchant in Boilon. It is 
mentioned in the letters found on. board, .that this cargo wa& 
for the ufe of the army : but, on a ftrift examination, I find it 
is really the property of the fhippers and the perfon to whom 
configned. — ^^Pray what is to be dpne with this (hip and 
cargo? and what with the brigantine which brought the mili- 
tary ftores?-— -It was agreed, in the conference laft Odober^ 
^^ that all veffels employed merely as tranf ports, and unarmed; 
with their crews^ befetat liberty^ upon giving fecurity to return 
to Europe ; but that this indulgence be nQt ejctended longer than 
till the firft of Jpril nexty In the fliippers' letter, they 
mention: *.' y.ou miuft procure a certificate from the general 
and a^mira), of the Concord's being in the government fer« 
vice, Ijuch as the Glafgow pai:ket brought with her, whick 
was of greajt fervice, procured a liberty to arm her, which 
was ref^i^d us ; alfo gave her a preference for fome recruits 
that went out ia her." In anotlier part of the letter, th^ 
fay : " (Cai^ainiLowrie will deliver yoy-thp conjtrad for the 
icoals ; we g^ve :it. t^ him, 2^ it perhaps qaight be of ufe, a^ 
%. certificate of his fhip being employed in the goverameni: 
fervice." EiY^ry letjter on . board breatbp^ nothing but en-* 
jBity to tfiis co^mtry ; and a vail number of them there are, . 

Jt IS fom« time.AAce I recommended to the Cangrefs thaf 
^ey woujd inilitute a court for the trial of prizej (p^de by 
jthe continental armed veiTels ; which I hope they have ere 
now taken into their confideratiop : otherwife I fhoiild agaiij 
Jake the liberty pf urging it in the moft preffing manner, ; , 

The conducSb of a grea^t.^^umber gf the Connedicut troops 
Jias laid me under yhe neceljity of palling j^,a body of thq 
fn,ijitia much fooncr jhan I apprebeijided there would be ai^ 
ppcafion for jfuch j ftej). I \yas afr^ foipe ^^i^ ago tliat 
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tey wduW'irtclme' to go home Wh^n tKfe trme bf Btrfr fftfiRv 
meat expired. I called upon the officers of the fevcral regi- 
«ients, to know whether tbef could prevail bri thie nien to 
remain until • the firft of January, or rill a fufficient number 
of other forces could be raifed to fuppty tHeir place, I ftij^ 
pofe they were deceived themfeives : 1 know they decelyed 
me by afTurances that I need be und^r no apprehenfioh 'oil 
that fcore, for the men would not fcave the lines, Laft fril 
day ihewcd how much tbey were miftaken, as the major 
part of the troops of that colony were going away with tteir 
arms and ammunition. We have however, by threats, pcr- 
fuafion, and the adlivlty of the people of the country wh6 
fcnt back many of them that had fet out, prevailed upon 
the moft part to ftay. There are about eighty of them mifi 
fing, 

', I have called ki three thoufand men from this province ; 
■ and general Scjlivan, who lately returned from the province of 
New-Ham pill ire, havmg informed m^ that a number of men 
were there ready at the Ihorteft notice, I have demanded two 
thoufand from that province. Thefe two bodies, I expeft, 
will be in by the tenth inftant, to make up the deficiency of 
fhe Connedlicut-men whom I have promifed to difmift on 
jhat day, as well as the numbers to whom I was obliged to 
giant furloughs before any would enlift. — As the fame 
iefeftion is much to be apprehended when the time of 
the IVJaffachufetts-Bay, New-Hampfhire, and Rhode-Ifland 
forces is expired, I beg the attention of Gongrefs to this im- 
j^rtant affair. 

. I am iiiformed that it has been the cuftom of tlicfe provinces 
in the laft war, for the legiflative power to order ever)^ town 
to provide a certain quota of men for the campaign. This or 
ibme other mode, fhould be at prefent adopted, as I am fatif* 
jfied .the tnep cannot be hati without. This the Gongrefs 
Jlirill pleafe to take into their immediate confideration. My fuf- 
|>icioi^ on this head I fhall ^)fo communicate to the governors 
* i Trumbull 
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TmmbuU and Cookc^ alfo to the New.Haropihite conyetU 
Uoa,. 

The number cnliftc<j m the laft week arc about thirteen 
bUf^dred inen. By this you fee how flow this important 
liroirk. goes on- * * * 

. An expreft is juft come in from general Schuyler, with 
letters from colonel Arnold and general Montgomery, co* 
pics of which I have the honor to inclofe you. Upon the 
wholcy I think affairs carry a pleafing aipedl in that quarter. 
The rcdu6tion of Qnebec is an objeft of fuch great import- 
ance, that I doubt not the Congrefs will give every affiftancc 
l» their power for tlie accompliftiing it this winter. 

By the laft accounts from the armed fchooners fent to the 
liver St. Laurence, I fear we have but little to expedl: from 
them : they were falling fliort of provifion, and . mentioa 
that diey would be obliged to return ; which at this time is 
particularly unfortunate, as, if they chofe a proper ftation,. 
all the veffcls coming down that river muft fall into their 
bands* The plague, trouble, and vexation I have had with 
the crews of all the armed vefTels, is inexpreffible. I do be- 
lieve there is not on earth a more difordeily fet : — every 
time they come into port, we hear of nothing but mutinous 
complaints. Manly^s fuccefs has lately, and but lately, 
quieted his people. The crews of the Wafhington and Har- 
lifon have adually deferted them ; fo that I have been under 
the neccffity of ordering the agent to lay the latter up, and 
get hands for the other on the beft terms he could. 

The houfe of reprefentatives and the honorable board hav^ 
fcnt me a vote of theirs relative to the harbor of Cape-Cod^ 
which you have herewith. I fhall fend an officer thither to 
examine what; can be done for its defence, though I do not 
think I fhall be able to give them fuch affiftance as may be 
requifite ; for I have at prefent neither, men, powder, nor 
cannon to ipare. The great want of powder is what the at- 
tention of Congrefs ihould be particularly applied to. I 

. dar^. 
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dare not attempt any thing ofFenfive, let the tcmptafiatj or 
advantage be ever fo great, as I have not more of that naoft 
eflential article, than will be abfoluteiy neceffary io defend 
our lines, fhould the enemy attempt to attack them. 
. By recent information from Bofton, general Howe is go* 
ing to fend out a number of the inhabitants, in order, it iw 
thought, to make more room for his expected reinfoi'cc- 
ments. There is one part of the information I can hai'dly 
give credit to :— a failor fays that a number of tho£e com* 
ing out have been inoculated, with defign of fpreading t^c 
fmall-pox though this country and camp. I have commu- 
nicated this to the geneial court ; and recommended their at- ' 
tention thereto. ' ^ 

They are arming one of the tranfports in Bofton, widi 
which they mean to decoy fome of our armed veffels. . As 
we are apprifed of their defign, I hope they will l^e difap- 
pointed. 

My beft refpeds wait on the gentlemen in Congrefs, and 
I am, fir, your moft humble, &c. G. W* 

P. S. I was mifinformed w^hen I mentioned that one regi- 
ment had arrived at Bofton i a few companies of the feven- 
teenth and artillery are all that are yet come. — Near three 
hundred perfons are landed on Point-Shirley from Bofton. 



Sir, Camhrldge^ Dcccmh. 7, I775# 

I WROTE you, the fourth inftant, by expj-efs, to 
which I beg you will be refened. My fears, that Broughtoa 
and Sillman would not efFe£l any good purpofe, were tox> 
well founded. They are returned, and brought with them 
three of the principal inhabitants from the ifland of %U 
John's. * * * They brought the governor's commiffion, 
the province feal, &c, &c. As the captains a6led without 
any iVarrantfor fuch condu ft, I have thought it but juftice to 
difcharge thefe gentlemen, whofe families were left ia the ut- 
xppft diftrefs. 

lam 
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I am credibly informed that James Anderfon, the con* 
fignee and part owner of the fliip Concord and cargo, is not 
only nnfriendly to American liberty, but ^<9:ually in arms 
againft uy, — being captain of the Scotch company at Boftoti. 
Whether your being acquainted with this circumflance, or 
not, will operate argainft the vcflel and cargo, I will not take 
upon, me to fay: but tliere arc many articles on board, fo ab- 
folutely heceflkry for the army, that, whether Ihe is made a 
prize prnot, we mud have them. 
• 1 have the honor to be, &c, G. W, 



SlJL, Camhridge^ Dcccmb. II, I775r 

* * ♦ The numbers enlifted lafi: week are men/ 

IF they go on at this flow rate, it will be a long time 
before this army is complete. I have wrote to the governors 
of Conne<9:icut and Rhode-Ifland, alfp to the c^onvention of 
New-Hampfhire, on this fubjeft. A copy of my letter'to 
them I have the honor to inclofe herewith. A letter to 
(ame purport I fent to the legiflature of this province. 

The militia are coming in faft, I am much pleafed witJt 
the alacrity which the good people of this province, as well 
as thofe of New-Hampfhire, have fhewn upon this occafion. 
i expeft the whole will be in this day and to-morrow, when 
w^hat remains .of the Connedlicut [^troopsl^ who have i^ot 
enlifted, will have libeity to go to their fire-iides. 

The comraiflTary-general is (till by his indifpofition detain- 
ed from camp. He committed an error, when making out 
the ration-lift : for he was then ferving out (and has con.- 
tinued fo to do) fix ounces per man per w^ek of butter, 
though it is not included in the lift approved of by Congrefs. t 
do not think it would be expedient to put a ftop thereto ; as 
every thing, that would have a tendency to give the foldicry 
room for complaint, muft be avoided. 

The information I received that tlie enemy intended fpre^dr' 

t 
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ixig the fmall-pox amongft us, I could not fappofe them ca- 
pable of. — I now mull give fbme credit to it, as. It has made 
its appearance on fcveral of thofe who laft came out of Bofr 
ton. — Every neccffary precaution has been taken to prevent 
its being communicated to this army ; and the general court 
will take care that it does not fpread through the country. 

1 have not heard that any more troops are arrived at Bof- 
ton; which is a lucky circumdance, as the Connecticut 
troops, I now find, are for the moft part gone off, — ^The 
houfes in Bofton are leffbning every day : they arc pulled 
down, either for fire-wood, or to prevent the effcflis of fire, 
fliould we attempt a bombardment or an attack upon the town* 
—Coble-hill is ftrongly fortified, without any interruption 
from the enemy. * * * This is what at prefent occurs, 
from, fir, your mod obedient, &c. G. W. 

P. S. The weekly returns of enliftments not being yet re- 
ceived for more than ten regiments, amounting to feven hun- 
dred and twenty- five men, I cannot fill up the blank in this 
letter : but this, added to the former, makes in die whole 
five thoufand two hundred and fifty- three* 



Sir, Cambridge^ Decemb- 1 4, 1775. 

I Received your favor of the fecond inftant,/yirith 
the feveral refolves of Congrefs therein inclofed. — The re- 
folves relative to captures made by continental armed veflels 
only want a court eftablilhed for trial, to make them com- 
plete. This, I hope, will be foon done, as I have taken the 
liberty to urge it often to the Congrefs. 

I am fomewhat at a lofs to know whether I am to raife 
the two hatallions of marines here, or not. As the delay can be 
attended with but little inconvenience, I will wait a farther 
explanation from Congrefs, before I take any fteps therein. 

I am much pleafed that the money will be forwarded with 
lill po(&ble expedition, as it is much wanting ; alfo that 
ConoUy and his aiTociates are taken.. It has been a verj for-> 

tunate 
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innate difcovery. I make no doubt but that the Congrefs will 
take every neceiTary meafure to difpofTefs lord Dunmore of 
his hold in Virginia: the fooner fteps are taken for that 
purpofe, the more probability there will be of their being 
cffea-ual. ♦ * » * 

I will make application to general Howe, and propofe an 
exchange for Mr. Ethan Allen. I am much afraid I {hall have 
a lite propofal to make for captain Martindale of the armed 
Brjgantirre Wafhington, and his men, who, it is reported, 
was taken a few days paft by a man-of-warj and carried inta 
Bofton. — We cannot expeft to be always fuccefsful. 

You will doubtlefs hear of the barbarity of captain Wal- 
tice on Conanicut ifland, ere this reaches your hinds. 

About a hundred and fifty more of the poor inhabitants 
are come out of Bofton. The fmall-pox rages all over the 
town : fuch of the military as had it not before are now un^ 
ier inoculation. This, I apprehend, is a weapon of defence 
they are ufing againft tis. What confirms me in this opi- 
nion, is, that I have information that they are tearing up the 
pavement, to be provided againft a bombardment. 

I wrote you this day by Meflrs. Fennel and De Pliarne, 
who will lay before the Congrefs, or a committee thereof, 
propofals for furnifliing the continent with arms and ammu- 
nition. I refer you to themfelves for further particulars. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Chelfcaf Dccemb. i6, l^^S^ 

OBSERVATIONS OF THE DAY* 

LAST evening, eight men came in a boat from Bof^ 
ton, to our guard at the ferry, — fix of them captains of vcf* 
fcls. — They brought the following account : 

Ycfterday, one large mortar was carried over to Bunker's 
hill :— the troops filling water, carrying it on board the 
tranfports:— provifions fcarce,— not more than fufficicnt fot*. 

fix 
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fix weeks. One regiment of foot, and three companies of the 
light horfe, fail for Halifax this day« 

Dorchefter^ December 16, I775» 
Sailed out of Bofton harbor this morning, eight large an4 
two fmall veflels, taken to be tenders ;— -by their firing, ap- 
peared to be going a voyage out to fea. 

Mr, Jofhua Pico came laft night from Bofl:on« He con- 
firms the information that the regiment of foot, and fotnc 
companies of light horfe, were preparing to embark for Ha- 
lifax. 

Sir, Cambridge^ Decemb. 16, I77S« 

THE information, contained in the above, coming fo 
many different ways, corroborated by feveral veflels having 
failed this day from Bofton, — I thought it my duty to irant- 
mit it to you. Though Halifax is the place given out for 
their deftination, it is poffible they may be bound elfewhere* 
I fliall communicate this intelligence to governors Cooke 
and Trumbull, and to the convention of New- York, for 
their government. 

I remain, fir, your moft obedient, &c* G. W« 



Sir, Cambridge^ Decemb. 19, 1 775* 

CAPTAIN Manly, of the Lee armed fchooner, took 
and fcnt into Beverly the floop Betfey, A. Atkinfon mafter. 
She is an armed veffel, difpatched by lord Dun more, with 
hdiancorn, potatoes, and oats, for the army in Bofton. The 
packets of letters found on board, I have the honor to fend 
you with this by captain James Chambers, they being of fo 
much importance, that I do not think it would be prudent to 
truft them by a common exprefs. 

As lord Dunmore*s fchemes are fully laid open in thefe 
letters, I need not point out to the Congrefs the nec^ffity therc^ 
fc of a vigorous exertion being adopted by diem> to difpof- 

'^8 feft 
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fefs his lordfliip of the ftrong hold he has got in Virgmia^— 
I do not mean to didtate : but I am fure they will pardoii., 
me for giving them freely my opinion, vi'hich is, that t£e; 
£ate of America a good deal depends on his being obliged to . 
evacuate Norfolk this winter, or not. ^ 

1 have Kirkland well fecured, and think I will fend hin» - 
to you for examination. By mod of the letters relative tQ^- 
him, he is a dangerous fellow. John Stewart's letters and 
papers are of a very incercRing nature. Governor TonyT3*3 
and many other letters from Auguftine Ihcw the weakncfs> 
of the place j at the fame time, of what vaft confequence itr-, 
would be for us to poflefs ourfelves of it, and the great ; 
quantity of ammunition contained in the forts. — Indeed thefc 
papers are of fo great confequence, that I, think this but 
Kttle inferior to any prize our famous Manly has taken. 

We now work at our eafe on Leechmore's hill. On diC-; 
covering our party there yefterday morning, the fliip which « 
lay oppofitc began a cannonade, to which Mount Horamu^ 
;idded fome (hells. — One of our men was wounded.-— We 
fired a few (hot from two eightcen-pounders which are 
placed on Coble-hill, and foon obliged the fhip to fliift her^. 
ftation; She now lies in the ferry- way : and, except a few 
ihells from the mount in Bofton (which do no execution),. \ 
we have no interruption in profecuting our works, which will . 
in a very fhort time be completed. When that is done>~ 
when we have powder to fport with, — ^I think, if the Conr- 
grefs refolve on the execution of the propofal made relative 
to the town of Bofton, it can be done. 

I have fent a letter in this day to general Howe, of wli^ch 
a copy goes herewith. My reafon for pointing out brigadier- 
general Prefcot as the objedk who is to fufFer Mr. Ailen'^ , 
£ate, is, that, by letters from general Schuyler^ and copies of 
letters from general Montgomery to Schuyler^ I ani given tO' 
undcrftand that Prefcot is the caufc of Allen's fufferings.— 
I tjiought it beft to be decifive on the occafiOn^ as did the . 
senerals wliom I confulted thereotu 
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Hit returns of men cnltfted fince my laft atmourit to about 
eighteen hundred, ixiaking in the whole feven thoufand one 
handled and forty. The militia that are come in^ both. 
from thia province and New-Hampfliire, ate very fine-look- 
ing men, and go through their duty with great alacrityj 
The difpatch made, both by the people in marching and by 
the legiflative powers in complying with my requifition, haaf 
given me infinite fatisfa£lion. 

,Tour letter of the eighth inftant^ with the explanatory re- 
fdve refpe£ting my calling forth the militia and minute-' 
men, is come to hand ^ to which I (hall pay all due atten- 
tion. You have removed all the difficulties which I labored 
undeti about the two batallions of marines. I fliall obey 
the orders of Congrefs in looking out for proper officers to 
command 'that corps* — I make no doubt but, when the 
money arrives to pay off* the arrears and the month's ad- 
vance, that it will be a great encouragement for the men to 
enlift. 

Inclofed is a letter I lately received from Mr^ Jamea 
Lovell. His cafe is truly pitiable. I wifli fome nK)de could 
be fallen upon to relieve him from the cruel fituation he is 
now in. — ^I am fenfible of the impropriety of exchanging » 
Ibldier for a citizen : but there is fomething fo cruelly dif- 
treffing in regard to this gentleman, that I dare fay you will 
take it under your condderation. 

I am, with great refpeft, &c. G. W« 



Sir, Cambridge^ Dec. 7.$y 1 775^ 

I HAD the honor to addrefs myfelf to you oti thef 
nineteenth inftant, fince which I have received undoubted in- 
formation that the. genuine inftrudtions given 10 Conolly 
have not reached your hands ; that they are very artfully 
concealed in die tree of his faddle, and covered with canvas 
fo nicely that they are fcarcely difcemible j that thofe which 
irerc found upon htm ifere intended to deceive, if he was 
Vol, 1. F csiiu^x% 
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caught — You will moft certainly have his faddle taken to 
pieces, in order to difcover this deep-laid plot. 

Inclofed is a copy of general Howe's letter in anfwer ta 
the one I wrote hini the eighteenth inftant. The condufl: I 
am to obfeive towards brigaditr Prefcot in confequence of 
thefe letters, the Congrefs' will oblige me by determining, for 
Qie. 

The gentlemen by whom you fcnt the money are arrived* 
The fum they brought, though large, is not fufficient to an- 
fwer the demands of the army, which at this time are re-^ 
markably heavy: there is three mouthy' pay. due, one month's 
advance, two dollars for each blanket,— the arms, that are 
left by thofe who are difmifled, to be paid for,— befides the 
demands which are on the commilTary and quarter-maftcr 
generals. You will therefore fee the necefSty of another 
remittance, which I beg may be as foon as you conveniently 
can. 

I will take the opportunity of the return of tlicfe gentle- 
men, to fend colonel Kirkland to you for examination, and 
that you may difpofe of him as to you may feem proper. 

A committee from the general court of this province call- 
ed on me the other day, informing me that they were in 
great want of ordnance for the defence of the colony ; that, 
if what belonged to them> now in ufe here, was kept for the 
continent, they would be under the neceflity of providing 
themfelves with others : of courfe what is kept muft be paid 
for. There are many of the cannon of very little ufe : fuch 
of them as are good, I cannot at prefent part with : perhaps 
when 1 receive the fupply from New- York and Canada, it 
may be in my power to fpare them. 

Mr. Wadfworth has fent in his report refpe£ling Capcr 
Cod harbor, a copy of which you will receive herewitii ; 
alfo a letter from a Mr. Jacob Bailey, put into my hand§ by. 
colonel Little. It contains fome things that may not be un^ 
worthy the confideration of Congrefs. 

We have made good progrefs in the works on Leechr 
more's point. They would hftve been finlihed erQ,tbis> but 

for 
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for the feverity of the weather, which prevents our people 
from working. 

I received a letter from governor Cooke, which exprefles 
the fears of the people of Rhode-Ifland, left the fhips, which 
we had information were failed with fome troops on board, 
were deftined for Newport. I fent major-general Lee there, 
to point out to them fuch defence as he may think the place 
capable of. I fincerely wi(h he may be able to do it with 
effeft, as that place, in its prefent ftate, is an afylum for 
fuch as are difafFefted to American liberty. 

Our returns of enliftments, to this day, amount to eight 
thoufand five hundred men. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W* 

p. S. Inclofed is an cftimate of the demands of the army. 



Sir, Cambridge, Dec. 31, 1775. 

I WROTE to you the twenty-fifth inftanf, fince 
which I am not honored with any of your favors. The ef- 
timate I then inclofed you was calculated to pay the troops, 
&c, up to the firft of January.^ That cannot be done for 
want of funds in the paymafter-general's hands; which 
caufes 4 great murmuring amongft thofe who are going ofF. 
—The monthly expenfes of this army amount to near two 
hundred and feventy-five thoufand dollars, which I take the 
liberty of recommending to the obfervation of Congrefs, 
that their future remittances may be governed thereby. 

It fometimes happens that perfons would wifh to depofit 
money in the hands of the payraafter-general, for his bills on 
the trcafury at Philadelphia. He has hitherto declined fuch 
offers, not having authority from Congrefs to draw. — Would 
it not be proper to give this power? — If it fliould be ap- 
proved of, you will pleafe to point out the mode that the 
Congrefs would chufe tb have it done in. 

The clothing fent to the quarter- mafter-general is not 
fufficierit to pdt half our army into regimentals ; nor is there 
apoffibility of ^ettin^ any quantity here* 1 Vi^v^ ^lot^ xo 
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general Schuylcr% that I wUh what was lodged At Albany 
could be fpared for thcfe troops, as general Montgomery 
would clothe the men under his command at Montreal. If 
this can be done, it will be of infinite fervice ; and no time 
(bould be loft in forwarding them to this camp. 

In forming the regiments for the new eftablifiiment, I 
thought It but juftice to appoint the ofGcers, detached under 
colonel Arnold, to commiiSons in them. Their abfence at 
prefent is of very great detriment to the fervice, efpecially 
in recruiting: I would therefore wifti, if the Congrefs intend 
raiGng troops in or for Canada, that they could be taken in 
there. The fooncr I have their opinion of this matter, the 
better, that, if they can be commiflioned in Canada, I may 
appoint officers here to replace them. 

Inclofed you have a copy of a reprefentation fent me to by 
the legiflative body of this province, refpediing four compa^. 
nies ftationed at Braintree, Weymouth, and Hingham. As 
they were never regimented, and were doing duty at a dif- 
tance rom the re ft of the army, I did not know whether to 
confider them as a part of it ^ nor do I think myfelf autho- 
lifed to direft payment for them without the approbation of 
Congrefs. 

It has been reprefented to me that the free negroes who 
have ferved in this army are very much dilTatisfied at being 
difcarded. As it is to be apprehended that they may feek 
employ in the minifterial army, I have prefumed to depart 
from the rcfolution refpefting them, and have given licence 
for tlieir being enlifted. If this is difapproved of by Con- - 
grefs, I will put a ftop to it. 

* * # I jnuft remark that the pay of the afSftant en- 
gineers is fo very fmall, that we cannot expeft men of* 
fcience will engage in it. Thofe gentlemen, who are kk 
that ftation^ remained under the expe£iation that an addi* 
tional allowance would be made them by the refpe^iive pro- 
vinces in which they were appointed, to that allowed by the 
Cgngrefe.. 
Captain Freeman arrived this day at camp from Canada. 

He 
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He left Quebec the twenty-fourth uhimoy in confequence of 
general Carleton's proclamation which I have the honor to 
fend you herewith* He fawc obnel Arnold, the? twenty- 
fixth, and fays that he was joined at Point-a^tremble by ge- 
neral Montgomery, the firft inft^t; — that they were about 
two thoufand ftrong, and were making every preparation 
for attacking Quebec ;-^that general Carleton had with 
him about twelve hundred men, the majority of whom 
are failors j— ^that it was his opinion the French would give 
up the place if tliey get the fame conditions granted to the 
inhabitants of Montreal. * * * 

Captains Semplc and Harbefon take under their care 
Mr. Kirkland. * * * Captain Mathews and Mr. Robinfon 
will accompany them. The two latter were taken prifoners 
by lord Dunmore, who was fending them to Bofton, fr^>m 
whence there is little doubt but they would be forwarded to 
England, to which place I am credibly informed captain 
Martindale and the crew of the Wafliington are fent ; alfo 
colonel Allen, and the prifoners taken with him in Canada. 
This may account for general Howe's filence on the fubjefl 
of an exchange of prifoners mentioned in my letter to him. 

General Lee is juft returned from his excurfion to Rhodc- 
Mand : —he has pointed out the bell method the ifland would 
admit of for its defence : — ^he has endeavored all in his power 
to make friends of thofe that were our enemies. You have, 
inplofed, a fpecimen of his abilities in that way, for your 
perufal. 1 am of opinion that, if the fame plan was purfued 
through every province, it would have a very good eiFe^t^ 

I have long hijd it pn my mind to mention to Congrefs 
that frequent applications had been made to me refpefting 
the chaplains' pay, which is too fm^U to epcourage men of 
abilities. Sdme of them, who h^^c' left their flocks, are 
obliged to pay the parfon afting jfor them more than they 
receive,. I need not point out the great utility of gentlemen 
whofe lives arid converfation ^re unexceptionable, being em- 
ployed for that fervice in jthis army. There are two ways 
of "m'a(kin2"it NiV-orth "the att^mon of fuch : one is a6 ^.d- 

F 3 NT^wc^m^vvc 
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vancement of their pay; the other, that one chaplain be 
appointed to two regiments* This laft, I think, ma^ be 
done without inconvenience. — I beg leave to recommend 
this matter to Congrefs, whofe fentiments hereon I fhali im-i^ 
patiently expeft. 

Upon a farther converfation with captain Freeman, he is 
tf opinion that general Montgomery has with him near 
three thoufand men, including colonel Arnold's. He fays 
that lord Pitt had received repeated orders from his father 
to return home ; in confequencc of which, he had embark- 
ed, fome time in Oftober, with a captain Green who was 
mailer of a veffel belonging to Philadelphia. 

By a number of falutes in Bofton harbor yefterday, I fancy 
admiral §huldham is arrived. — Two large fliips were feen 
coming in. 

Our enliftments now amount to nine thoufand fix hundred 
and fifty. 

Thofe gentlemen, who were made prifoners by lord Dun- 
more, being left deflitute of money and neccflaries, I have 
advanced them a hundred pounds lawful money belonging 
to the public, for which I have taken captain Mathews's 
draught on the treafury of Virginia, which goes inelofed. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 

P. S, You have, inelofed, the returns of the army. 



SiRj Cambridgey January 4, ly/S, 

SINCE my laft of the thirty-firft ultimo, I have been 
honored with your favor of the twenty-fecond, inclofing 
fundry refolves, which fhall, in matters they refpeft, . be 
made the rule of my conduft. 

The refolution rcbtive to the troops in Bofton, I beg the 
favor of you, fir, to aflure Congrefs, fhall be attempted to be 
put in execution the firft moment I fee a probability of fuc- 
cefs, and in fuch a way as a council of oiTicers fhall think 
moft likely to produce it : but if this fhould not happen as 
foon as you may expect or my wifties prompt to, I requeft " 

that 
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that Congrefs will be plcafed to advert to my fituatioi:, and 
do me the juftice to believe, that circumftances, and not 
want of inclination, are the caufe of delay. 

It is not in the pages of hiftory perhaps to furnifti a cafe 
like ours: — to maintain a pod within mufket-fliot of the 
enemy, for Gx months together, without * , and at the 

fame time to difband one army, and recruit another, within 
that diftance of twenty-odd Britifh regiments, — is more, pro- 
bably, than ever v/as attempted. But if we fucceed as well 
in the laft, as we have heretofore in the firft, I fliall think 
it the moft fortunate event of my whole life. 

By a very intelligent gentleman, a Mr. Hutchinfon from 
Bofton, I learn, that it was admiral Shuldham that came 
into the harbor on faturday laft j— that two of the five regi- 
ments from Cork are arrived at Halifax ; — two others have 
failed for Quebec ; but what was become of them, could 
not be told :— and the other (the fifty-fifth) has juft got 
into Bofton. Certain it is alfo, that the greateft part of the 
fevcnteenth regiment is arrived there. Whether we are to 
conclude from hence that more than five regiments have been 
fcnt out, or that the companies of the feventecnth, arrived 
at Bofton, are part of the regiments deftined for Halifax and 
Quebec, I know not. 

We alfo learn from this gentleman and others, that the 
troops, embarked for Halifax (as mentioned in my letter of 
the fixteenth) were really defigiied for that place, but recall- 
ed from Nantalket roa*4 upon advice being received of the 
above regiments there. I am Mo informed of a fleet now 
getting ready under tlie convoy of the Scarborough and Fowey 
xnen-of-war, — confiiling of five tranfports and two bomb vef- 
fels, with about three hundred marines, and feveral flat-bot- 
* tomed boats. It is whifpered that they are defigned for 
Newport, but generally thought in Bofton that it is meant 
for Long-Ifiand : and it is probable it will be followed by 

* Left blank in the original to guard agalnjl the danger of 
mi [carriage, — Ready " \^ithout powder," 

F 4 more 



72 GENERAL WASHINGTQWS 

txiort troops^ sis the other tran(port9 are taking' m wateVf^ 
nrto lie, as others fay, in Nantaflcet road, to be out of tkc 
^ce. A Urge quantity of bifcuit is alfo baking. 

As .the neal defign isannot with certainty be knovni I 
fubmit it,, with all due deference, to the fuperior judgment - 
of Congvefs, whether it would not be confident with pru- 
dence tQ have fome of the Jerfey troops thrown into New-r-; 
York, to prevent an evil, which woul.d be almoft irremedia^- 
ble, fliould it happen, — I me^i^, the landing pf troops jit : 
that place, or upon Long-Ifland near it. . • . . 

As it is poflible you may not yet ha^ received his ma^ . 
jicfty's -" mq/l graciaui^' fpeech, I do myfelf the honor to.inr : 
clofe. one of many, which were fent out of Bpfton yefterda^f 
It is full of ^ * ^, and explicitly holds forth his royal wil) 
to., be, that vigorous meafures muft be pucfued, to deprive 
us of our * * *. Thefe meafures, whatever they be, 1 
hope will be oppofcd by more vigorous ones, and rendered 
unavailing. and fruitlefs, though fanftioncd and authorifed by 
jthe name of majefty, — a name, which ought to prpmote tlio 
bleflings of his people, and npt their oppreiSon. 

1 apij Sir, &;c. p. W, 



Sir, Cflmbr'idge^ Jan. u, 1776, 

EVERY account I have out of Bofton confirms the 
embarkation of troops mentioned in my laft, whicli, from the ■ 
feafoR of the year and other circijmftances, muft be deftine4 
for fome jexpedition to the fouthward of this. I have therc^ ' 
fore thought it prudent to fend rnajorrgeneral Lee to New? . 
York. I have given him letters recommendatory to go? 
yernor Trumbull, and to the committee pf fafety at New- 
York. I have good hopes that in Connefticut he will get 
many volunteers, who ( I have Come rpafon to tliink) will ac- 
company him on this expedition, without more expenfe to 
the continent than their maintenance. Put fliould it be 
gtherwife, ^n^ that they Ihould cxf e(3; pay, I think it is a 

:" ' tliflipg 
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tiiiBftg confiderationi when piit in competition with'llie unuT 
poftante of thc^bjcft, which is to put the city of 'New* 
York, with fueh parts of the North river and Long-Ifland 
a6 to hUn ihafl feem proper, in that (late of de&nce, which 
the feafOB ot iht year and circumdanees will admi^ of,— fo 
as, if poflible, to prevent the enemy from forming a lodges 
ment in that government, which, I am afraid, contains too 
many perfons difafFefted to the caufc of liberty and Ame- 
rica. I have affo wrote to lord Stirling to give him all the 
afliftance that he can with the troops under his command 
in the continental ferVice, provided it does not interfere with 
any order$ he may recciye from Congrefs relative to them. 

I- hope the Congrefs will approve of my isonduft in fend- 
ing general Iice upon this expedition :— I am fure I mean 
it well ; as experietise teaches us that it is mu^h eafier to 
jprevent an enemy from pofting themfelves, than it is to dit 
jodge them after they have got pofTeflion. 

The €\'emng of the eighth inftant, a party of our men, un^ 
der thp command of major Knoulton, were ordered to go 
and burn fome faoufes which lay at the foot of Bunker*8 hill, 
and at the head of Charleftown. . They were alfo ordered to 
Ibring off the guard, which, we expefted, confided of an of- 
ficer and thirty men. They croffcd the mill-dam about half 
gftler eight o'clock, and gallantly executed their bufinefs, — 
having burned eight houfes, and brought with them a fer- 
geant and four privates of the tenth regiment. There wa# 
but one man more there ^ who making fome refiftance, they 
were obliged to difpatch. The gun that killed him was the 
only one difcharged by our men, though' fevcral hundred 
were fired by the enemy from within their works, but in fo 
fonfufed a manner, that not one of our peoj^ was hurt. 

Our enliftments go on very heavily^ ♦* 

r am^ with great refjpea. Sec, G. Vf. 
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' Sir, Cambridge^ Jan, 14, I776# 

I AM exceedingly forry that I am under the neceffitf 
cf applying to you, and calling the attention of Congtefc tQ 
the ftate of our arms, which is truly alarming. Upon die 
diffolution of the cld army, I was apprehenCve that the 
new would be deficient in this inilance : and, that the want 
might be as inconfiderable as poffible, I gave it out in orders, 
that the arms of fuch men as did not re-enjift (or fuch of 
them as were good) fliould be retained at the prices which 
IJiould be affixed by perfons appointed to infpeO: and value 
them : and, that we might be fure of them, I added th^t there 
would be a ftoppage of pay for the months of November and 
December, from thofe who fliould carry their firelocks away 
without their being firft examined. I hoped, by thefe pre- 
cautions, to have procured a confiderable number : but, fir, 
I find with much concern, that, from the badnefs of the 
arms, and the difobedience of too many in bearing them off 
without a previous infpeftion, — very few were colleded. 
Neither are we to expefl: that many will be brought in by 
tjie. new recruits,— the ofHcers, who are out enlifting, having 
reported that few men who have arms will engage in the fer- 
vice 'j and that they are under the difagreeable alternative of 
taking men without arms, or of getting none. Unhappy 
fituation, and much to be deplored l—efpecially* when wc 
have every reafon.to convince us, that we have to contend 
with a formidable army, well provided of every neccfTary ; 
and that there will be a moft vigorous exertion of miniile- 
rial vengeance againft us, as foon as they think ihemfelves. 
in a condition for it. I hope it is in the power of Congrefs 
to afford us relief :— if it is not, what mull, what can be 
done ? 

Our trep.fury is aimed exhaufted, and the demands againft 
it very confiderable. A conftant fupply of money, to anfwer 
every claim and exigency, would much promote the good 
of the fcrvicc. In the common alTairs of life, it is ufcful : 

ia 
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in war. It is abfolutely neceflary and eflential. I would beg 
leave, too, to remind you of the tents, and of their import- 
ance, — hoping that if an opportunity has offered, you have 
procured them. I fear that our army will not be raifed to 
the new eftablifhment in any reafonablc time, if ever : the 
enlifting goes on fo very flow, that it almoft feems at an 
end. 

In my letter of the fourth inftant, I wrote you that I had 
received certain intelligence from a Mr. Hutchinfon and 
others, that two of the five regiments from Cork were ar- 
rived at Halifax, one at Bofton, and the two others had fail - 
ed for Quebec, and had not been heard of. I am now afliared 
(as a matter to be relied on) by four captains of (hips, who. 
left England about the fecond of November, and who ap- 
pear to be .men of veracity, that the whole of thefe regi- 
ments (except the two companies that arrived at Bofton 
fome time ago), when they failed, were at Milford Haven, 
where they had been obliged to put in, by a violent ftorm, 
the nineteenth of Oftober ; that they would not be able to 
leave it for a confiderable time, as they were under the ne- 
ceffity of repairing their vefTels, and getting fome new ones 
taken up. — Such is the uncertainty and contradiftion in 
what I no^ hear, that it is not poffible to know what to 
believe or difbelieve. 

I wrote to the general court yefterday, and to the conven- 
tion of New-Hampfhire, immediately upon feeing the great 
deficiency in our arms, — praying that they would intereft 
themfelves in the matter, and furnifh me with all in their 
power. Whether I fliall get any, or what quantity, I can 
not determine, not having received their anfweis. — The 
fame application will be made to the governments of Con- 
ncdicut and Rhode-Ifland. 

I do myfelf the honor to fend you fundry newfpapers I 
received from the above-mentioned captains, as they may be 
later than any you have feen, and contain fome interefting 
intelligence. — I have the honor to be, &c« G. W. 
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Sir, Cambridge^ y^«. 19, 1776*. 

TAKING It for granted that general Schuvlcr Iws 
not only informed you of the fall of the brave and much- 
to^bc-lamented general Montgomery, but of the fituation oF 
our aflairs in Canada (as related by general Wooftcr, colone} 
Arnold^ colonel Campbell, and others), I (hall not take up 
much more of your time on this fubjeft, than is ncceflary to 
inclofe you a copy of his letter to me, with the refult thcfrc* 
on, asippears by the council of war, which I immediatetf 
fummoned on the occafion, and at which Mr. Adams, by m^ 
particular dgfire, was good enough to attend. 

It may appear ftrange, fir, as I had not men to fparc from 
thefe lines, that I (hould prefume (without firft f(indirig td : 
Congrcfs, arid obtaining an exprefsdireftion) to recommend *■ 
to the governments of Maflachufetts, Connefticut, and*^ 
Ncw-Hampfhire, to raife each a regiment, on the continentki - 
account, for this fervice. I wifti moft ardently that the ulr- ■ 
gency of the cafe would have admitted of tlie delay. I wi(h 
alfo that the purport of general Schuyler's letter had not^ 
unavoidably as it were, laid me under an indifpenfj^ble obli*, ^ 
gation to do it: — for having informed you in his letter (^./^ 
copy of which he inclofed me) of his dependence on thiil 
quarter, for men, I thought you might alfo have fome re- •. 
liance on my exertions. This confideratlon, added to my 
fears of the fatal confequcnces of delay, — to an iuformatioii 
of your having defigned three thoufand men for Canada, — to ^■•^. , 
belief, fpunded chiefly on general Schuyler's letters, that few.^.. 
or none of them were raifed,— and to my apprehenfiops for ., 
New- York, which led me to think that no troops could b^ . - 
fpared from that quarter,— induced me to lofe not a mo-, . 
ment's time in throwing in a force there \ being well af» 
fured that general Carleton will improve to the utmoft thc^ ^ 
advantages gained, leaving no artifices untried, to fix the -^ 
Canadians and Indians (who, we find, are too well dirpofe4 .: 
\o take part with the ftrongeft) in his intereft. 

7 If 
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If thefc reafons are not fufficicnt to juftify my condu£i: 
in the opinion of Congrefs, — if the meafure contraVcnea 
any rcfolution of theirs, — they will plcafe to countermand 
the kvying and marching of the regiments as foon as po(fi« 
ble, and do me the judice to believe that my intentions 
were good, if my judgment has erred. 

The Congrefs will plcafe alfo to obferve, that the mea- 
fure of fupporting our pofls in Canada appeared of fuch ex- 
ceeding great importance, that the general officers (agree- 
ing with me in fentiment, and unwilling to lay any burden 
which can poffibly be avoided, — although it may turn out 
an ill-timed piece of parfimony) have refolved that the three 
re^ments for Canada (hall be part of the thirteen militia re- 
giments which were requefted to reinforce this army,-^as ap- 
pears by the niinutes of another council of war, held on the 
fixteenth inftant. I fhall (being much hurried and fatigued) 
add no more in this letter, than my duty to Congrefs, and 
that I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. I inclofe you a copy of my letter to the govern- 
ments of Maflachufetts, Conne£ticut, and New-IiampQiire^ 
aUb a copy of a refolution of this colony, in anfwer td' aa 
application of mine fot arms. 

Since writing the above, I have been informed by a mef- 
fage from the general court of Maflachufetts, that they 
have refolved upon the railing of a regiment for Canada, 
and appointed the field officers for it, in the weltem parts 
of this government. I am alfo informed by exprefs from 
governor Trumbull, that he and his council of fafety had 
agreed upon the ratfing of a regiment for the fame pur- 
pofcj which was anticipating my application to that govern- 
ment. 

If commiffions (and they are applied for) are to be given 
by Congrefs to the three regiments going to Canada, you 
will pleafe to have them forwarded, as I have none by me 
for that purpofe. 
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Sir, Cambridge y Jan. 24> I77^V 

THE commiflary-general being at length [recovered^ 
from a long and painful illnefs, I have it in my power to 
comply with the requifition of Congrefs, in forwarding an 
cftimate of the expenfe attending his office, as alfo that of 
the quarter-mafler-general. 

You will pleafe to obferve that the commiflary, by his ac- 
count of the matter, has entered into no fpecial agreement 
with any of' the perfons he has found occafion to employ 
(as thofe, to whofe names funis are annexed, are of their 
own fixing), but left it to Congrefs to afcertain their wages. 
I fhall fay nothing therefore on this head, farther than relates 
to the propofition of Mr. * * *, to be allowed one 
eighth for his trouble and the delivery of the other feven 
eighths of provifions, which to me appears exorbitant in the 
extreme, however conformable it may be to cuftom and 
ufage : I therefore think that reafonable ftipends had better 
be fixed upon. Both the quarter-mafter and cammifTaty gfe- 
ncrah aflure me that they do not employ a fingle perfon' trfe- 
lefsly : and afs I have too good an opinion of them to think 
they would deceive me, I believe them. 

I fhall take the liberty, in this place, of recommending tlic 
expediency, indeed the abfolute neceflity, of appointing fk 
and proper perfons to fettle the accounts of this army. To 
do it with precifion, requires time, care, and attention : the 
longer it is left undone, the more intricate they will be, the 
more liable to error, and difficult to explain and redlify, — is 
alfo the perfons in whofe hands they are (if difpofed to take 
undue advantage) will be lefs fubjedl to deteftion. I have 
been as attentive as the nature of my office would admit of, 
in granting warrants for money on the pay mailer : but' it 
would be abfolutely impoffible for me td go into an examin- 
ation of all the accounts incident to this army, and the 
vouchers appertaining to them, without devoting fo large a 
portion of my time to the bufinefs, as might not only prove 
8 injurious, 
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injurious, but fatal to it in other refpe^s. This ought, in 
najr iumble opinion, to be the particular bufinefs of a fclcd 
committee of Congrefs, or one appointed by them, who, 
once in three months- at furtheft, flioukl make a fettlement 
with the officers in the different departments. 

Having met with no encouragement from the government* 
of Maflachufetts and New-Hampihire, from my application 
for arms, and expedbing no better from Conne6licut and Rhode* 
Ifland, I have, as the lafl: expedient, fent one or two officers 
from each regiment into the country, with money, tb try if 
they can buy. In what manner they fucceed, Congrefs Ihall 
be informed as foon as they return. 

Congrefs, in my laft, would difcover my motives for 
ftrengthening thefe lines with the militia : but whether, — 2s 
the weather turns out exceedingly mild, infomuch as to 
promife nothing favorable from ice, — and no appearance of 
powder, — ^I fliall be able to attempt any thing decifive, time 
only can determine. No man upon earth wifhes more ar- 
dently to deftroy the neft in Bofton, than I do : — ^no perfon 
would be willing to go greater lengths than I (hall, to accom- 
plifti it, if it (hall be thought advifable. But if we have 
neither powder to bombard with, nor ice to pafs on, we 
ihall be in no better lituation than we have been in all the 
year :— we (hall be worfc, becaufe their works are flronger. 

I have accounts from Bofton, which I think may be re-* 
lied on, that general Clinton, with about four or five hun- 
dred men, hath left that place within thefe four days. 
Whether this is part of the detachment which was making 
,up (as mentioned in my letter of the fourth inftant, and 
then at Nantafket) or not, is not in my power to fay. If it 
ts defigned for New- York or Long-Ifland as fome think, 
throwing a body of troops there may prove a fortunate cir- 
cumftance. If they go farther fouth agreeable to the con- 
jcdures of others, 1 hope there will be men to receive 
them. 

Notwithllanding the pofitive aflertions of the four cap- 
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tains from Portfmoutby noticed in my letter of die fo^t^ 
teenth, I am now convinced frdm feveral corroborating cir« 
cumftancesj^the accounts of deferters, and of a lieutenant 
Hill, of lord Percy^s regiment, who left Ireland the fifth of 
November, and was taken by a privateer from Newbury« 
port, — that the fevcnteenth and fifty-fifth regiments arc ar- 
rived at Bofton, and pther troops at Halifax, agreeable to tho 
information of Hutchinfon and others. Lieutenant Hill 
fays that the tranfport$ of two regiments only were forced 
into Milford Haven. 

Congrefs will think me a little remifs, I fear, when I la* 
form them that I have done nothing yet towards raifing the 
batallion of marines : but I hope to fiand exculpated from 
blame, when they hear the reafon, which was, that alread]t 
Ji^ving twenty-fix incomplete regiments, I thought it would 
'be adding to an expenfe, already great, in officers, to fe% 
two entire corps of officers on foot> when perhaps we ihould 
not add ten men a week by it to our pre fen t numbers. la 
this opinion the general officers have concurred, which inr , 
duced me to fufpend the matter a little longer. — Our enlift« 
ments, for the two lad weeks, have not amounted to a thou^ 
farid men, and are diminiihing. The regiment for Canada 
(it is thought) will foon be filled, as the men are tochufe att 
but their field officers, who are appointed by the court. 

On funday evening, thirteen of the Caghnewaga Indians 
arrived here on a vifit. I fhall take care that they be fo en- . 
tertained during their ftay, that they may return imprefled 
with fentiments of friendfliip for us, and alfo of our great 
ftrength. One of them is colonel Louis^ who honored mq 
with a vifit once before. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W« 
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. Sir, Camhrtdgey Jan. jO, 1776. 

YOUR favors of the Cxth and twentieth inftant 
Ircceived jeftcrday, with the feveral refdlves of Congrcls 
^udbd to ; for which I return you my thanks. 

Knowing the great importance Canada will be of to us in 
the prefent interefting conteft, and the relief our friends there 
ftand in need of, I fhould be happy, were it in my power to 
detach a batalHon from this camp: but it cannot be done. On 
the nineteenth inftant, I had the honor to write to you, which 
will fully convey the refolutions of a council of war, and 
the fentiments of the general officers here, as to the pro- 
priety and expediency of fending troops from thefc lines, 
for the defence of which we have been and now are obliged 
to call in the militia ; — to which I beg leave to refer you. 
You may reft aflured that my endeavors and exertions 
fhall not be wanting, to ftimulate the governments of Con- 
iie£ticut and New-Hampfliire to raife and forward rein- 
forcements as faft as polFible j nor in any other inftance 
that will promote the expedition. 

I (hall, in obedience to the order of Congrefs, though in- 
terdiSed by general Howe, propofe an exchange of go- 
vernor Skene for Mr. Lovell and family, and {hall be happy 
to have an opportunity of putting this deferving man (who 
has diftinguiflied his fidelity and regard to his country to 
be too great for perfecution and cruelty to overcome) in any 
poft agreeable to his wifhes and inclination. 

■ I do not know that there is any particular rank annexed 
to the office of aide-de-camp. Generally they are captains, 
and rank as. fuch : but higher rank is often given on ac- 
count of particular merit and particular circumftances.— 
Aides to the king have the rank of colonels. — -Whether any 
diftinftion (hould be made between thofe of your command- 
tr-in-chief and the other generals, I really know not:— I 
think there ought. 

You may rely that ConoUy had inftrudlions concealed in 
Vol. I. G his 
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his faddle. Mr. * * * who was one of lord Dunmore's 
family^ and another gentleman who wilhes his name not to 
be mentioned, faw them cafed in tin, put in the tree, and 
covered over. He probably has exchanged his faddle, or 
withdrew the papers when it was mended, as yon conjcc- 
'ture. Thofe that have been difcovered arc fufficiently bad ; 
but I doubt not of the others being worfe, and contahnng 
more diabolical and extenfive plans. I hope he will be taken 
proper care of, and meet with rewards equal to his merits. 

I (hall appoint officers in the places of thofe who are in 
CaPnada, as I am fully perfuaded they will wifti to continoe 
tliere, for making our conqueft complete in that quarter .•~- 
I wifli their bravery atid valor may be attended with the 
fnriles of fortune. 

It gives me great pleafurc to hear of the meafurcs Cottf 
grefs arq taking for manufaduring powder. I hope their 
endeavors will be crowned with fuccefs. I too well kno%^ 
and fegret the want of it. It is fcarcely poflible to defcribe 
the difadvantagcs an army muft labor under, when not pro- 
vided with a fufficient fupply of this neoeffary. It may 
feem ftrange, that, after having received about eleven tons, 
added to about five tons which I found here, and no gene^ 
ral a£t;ion has happened, we fhonld be fo deficient in this 
articfe, and require more But you will pleafe to confider> 
that, befides its being in its nature fubjeek to wafte, and 
(wbilfl: the men lay in bad tents) unavoidably damaged by 
fevere and heavy rains (which could not have been prevented, 
uniefs it had been entirely withdrawn from the men, an^ an 
attack hazarded againfl us without ammunition in their 
hands)— the armed veflels, our own occafional firings, and 
fome fmall fupplies I have been obliged to afford the fea- 
■port towns threatened with deftruftion, — to which may be 
added the fupply to the militia, and going off of the old 
troops, — have occafioned, and ever will, a large confump* 
tion of it, and wafte, in fpite of all the care in tl>e world* 
The king's troops never have Icfs than Cxty rounds a -man 

• • ia 
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^ tlnr ptfieition, indcpeadeot of their (loTes4^i— To fopi^f 
ia may of twenty tbouOMid men in this manner^ yrouli take 
atwrfeiit l^undred barreld^ allowing nothiag for ftptes^ af- 
tiUttf^ &C. I have been always afraid to place more tbaa 
twdke or ihccti rounds 1 a time in the hands of our men^ 
ieftf any accident happening to it) we (houM be left deiU'*' 
tute, and be undone.-- 1 have been thuf particttlar, not only 
to fliew.oiir porerty, but lo exculpate myfelf from even a 
fttfpicion of unheceflary wafte. 

I &all inform the |>ay«nafter-general of d^ xefdiutioB of 
Gongre& refpeding his draugbbs, and the mode and account 
ofchem. 

The companies at Chelfea aod Maiden iH:e and have al« 
ways been regimented. — ^It was not my intention to replace 
with continental troops the independent companies at Hing« 
ham, Weymouth, and Braintree* Tliefe places arp expofed^ 
bitt not more than Cape Ann, Beverly, Salem, Marblehead^ 
IqCjUcci&c. 

Is it the intention of Cqn^efs that the officers of the army 
fhould pay poftage ? — They are not exempted by tJie refolve 
of die ninth inflant. 

The Congrefs will be pieafed, I have no doubt, to tecol- 
le£t that the five hundred thoiiiand dollars^ noV coming, 
are but little more than enough to bring us up to the fir(t 
day of this month ; that to-morrow will be the laft of it } 
and, by their refolvcs, the troops are to be paid monthly. 
■ ' I wifli it was in my power to futniih Congrefs with fuch 

• a general as they defire, to fend to Canada. Since the un- 
happy revcrfe of^ur affairs in that quarter, general Schuyler 
has informed me, that, though he had thoughts of declining 

•the fer\'ice before, he would now aft. My letter of the eleventh 
, will inform them of general Lee*8 being at New- York. He 
will be ready to obey their orders, fliould they incline to 
fend him : but, if I am not greatly deceived, he or fome 
othier fpirited able officer will be wanted there iu the fpring, 

• if inot fooner ; as we have undoubted intelligence that gene- 
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fal Clinton has failed with fome troops.— The ftpoirts dl 
their number arc various, from between four and five hun- 
dred to nineteen companies of grenadiers and light hifantry* 
It is alfo imagined that the regiments, which were to fiul 
the firft of December, are intended for that place or Vifgl- 
nia«--General Putnam is a moft valuable man, and a fine 
executive officer : but I do not know how he would conduA: 
in a feparate department. He is a younger major-general 
than Mr. Schuyler, who, as I have obferved, having deter* 
mined to continue in the fervice, will, I expefl, repair into 
Canada. — A copy of my letter to him, on this . and othet 
fubjefts, I inclofe you, as it will explain my motives for not 
(lopping the regiments from thefe governments. 

When captain Cockran arrives, I will give him every af- 
fiftance in my power, in obedience to the orders of Coiv- 
grefs : but I fear it will be the means of laying up our own 
vefTels, as thefe people will not bear the diftinftion. . Should 
this be the confequence, it will be highly prejudicial to usy 
as we foimetimes pick up their provifion-veiTels, and may 
continue to diftrefs them in this way, 

Laft week captain Manly took a fhip and a brig bound to 
Bofton from Whitehaven, with coals chiefly, and fome po* 
tatoes, for the army. — I have, for his great vigilance and in^ 
duftry, appointed him commodore of our little fquadron ; 
and he now hoifts his flag on- board the fchooner Hancock. 

I congratulate you upon the recovery of Smith, and am 
exceedingly glad to hear of the meafures Congrefs are taking 
for the general defence of the continent. The clouds thick- 
en faft : — where they will burft, I know not : but we fhould 
be armed at all points. 

I have not fucceeded in my applications to thefe govern- 
ments for arms. They have returned for anfwer, that they 
cannot furnifh any. — ^Whether I fhall be more lucky in the 
laft refource kft me in this quarter, I cannot determine, 
having .not received returns from the officers fent out to 
. purchafe of the people. I greatly fear that but very few 

will 
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will be procured in this way, as they are exceedingly fcarct* 
and but a fmall part of what there are, fit for ferviqe.^ — 
When they make their report, you ihall be informed. 

The quarter- mafter-gcneral has juft received from gene* 
ral Schuyler clothing for the foldiery, amounting to about 
feventeen hundred pounds York currency. It has come very 
feafonably, as they are in great want, and will contribute 
a little to their relief. 

Since writing the above, I faw Mr. * * *, and mention- 
ing that nothing had been found in the tree of ConoUy's fad- 
die, he told me there had been a miftake in the matter ; that 
the inftru£lions were artfully concealed on the twp pieces 
of wood which are on the mail-pillion of his portmanteau* 
faddle 5 that, by order of lord Dunmore, he faw them con- 
trived for the purpofe, the papers put in, and firft covered 
with tin, and over that with a waxed canvas cloth. — He is 
fo exceedingly pointed and clear in his information, that I 
have no doubt of its being true. — I could vt\(h them to be 
difcovered, as I think th^y contain fome curious ^nd extra* 
ordinary plans. 

In my letter of the twenty-fourth inftant, 1 mentioned the 
arrival of thirteen of our Caghnewaga friends. They ho* 
nored me with a talk to -day, as did three of the tribes of the 
St- John's and Pafmiquoddi Indians ;-— copies of which I 
beg leave to inclofe you.-^I (hall write to general Schuyler 
refpefUng the tender of fervice made by the fornier, and not 
to call for their afliftance, unlefs he (hall at any time want 
it, or be under the neceffity of doing it to prevent their 
taking the fide of our enemies. 

I had the honor of writing you on the nineteenth of No-i 
vember, and then I informed you of having engaged two 
perfons to go to Nova-Scotia on the bufinefs recommended 
i^ your letter of the tepth j and alfo that the (late of the 
army would not then admit of a fuflicient force being fent, 
for carrying into execution the views of Congrefs refpe£l-» 
ing the dock-yards, &c.-*— I would now beg leave to 
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mention, that, if the pcrfons, fcnt for infomiatlon, fhouM 
report favorably of the expediency and prafticability of the 
meafure, it will not be in my power to detach any men from 
thefe lines : tlic fituation of our affairs will not allow it:— I 
think it would be ddvifable to raife th^m in the eaftem ' 
parts of this government. If it is attempted, it muft be by 
people from the country.— A colonel * * * aild a captain 
♦ * ♦ have been with me ;— they think the men necefiary 
may be eafily engaged there, and the meafure praflicablcr :— 
provided there are not more than two hundred Britifli troops 
at Halifax, they are willing and ready to embark in the Dnatter, 
upon the terms mentioned in their plan, which I inclbfe 
you. I would wi(h you to advert to the confiderations in*' 
ducing them to the expedition, as I am not without appre* 
henfion, fliould it be undertaken upon their plan, that tht 
innocent and guilty will be involved in one common ruin*—* 
I prefume they do not expefl to receive more than the five 
or ten thoufand pounds mentioned in their fchemt, and to 
be at every expenfe. — If we had men to fpare, it might be 
undertaken for lefs than either, I conceive. — Perhaps, if 
Congrefs do not adopt their propofition, they will undertake 
to raife men for that particular purpofe, who may be dit 
banded as foon as it is effeAed, and upon the fame terma 
that are allowed the continental troops in general.— What- 
ever may be t}ie determination of Cpngrefs upon the fubjcdj 
you will pleafe ta communicate it to me immediately ; for 
the feafon moft favorable for the enterprife is adV^iiCing 
faft 5 and we may expert in the fpring, that there will be 
more troops there, and the meafure be more difficult' to exc-» 
^i;t9. — I h^ve the honor to he, &c. Q. W. 



Sir, Cambridge, FeL 9, 1776, 

THE purport of this letter wjll be direfted to a finglc 
objeft : — through you, I m^an to lay it before Congrefs ^ 
;uid— 9t the fame tim^ that | ^eg their feripus attention to 
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the- rub}e£i)-»to a(k pardon for intruding zr\ opinion, not 
only unalkedi but^ in fome meafurc* repOjgnan^ tp their re^ 

• The difadvantages attending the; limited cnliftment of 
troops arc too apparent to thofe who arc eyc-witnefl'cs qf 
them, to render any animadvef Cons nc<;cirary : but to gen^ 
tlcmen a^t a diftance, whofe attention is esgrofled by a thou<r 
find important obje£):s, the cafe may he otb^rwife. 

That\his caufe precipitated the fate; pf the brave an4 
mucb-to-be-lamented general Montgompry^ and brought on 
the defeat which followed thereupon, I have not the moft 
diftatvt doubt : — for, had he not been apprehenfivc of the 
troops leaving him at fo important a crifis, but continued 
the blockade of Quebec, a capitulation (from the bed ac- 
counts I have been able to colleft) muft inevitably have fol- 
lowed. And that we were not at one time obliged to dif* 
pute thefc lines undqr difadvantageous circumftances (pro- 
ceeding from the fame caufe, to wit, the troops difbanding 
of thcmfelves before the militia could be got in), is to me a 
matter of wonder and aftoniftiment j and proves that gene- 
'ral Howe was either unacquainted with our fituation, or 
reftrained by bis inftriiftions from putting any thing to a 
hazard till Ids reinforcements (hould arrive* 

The inftancc of general MontgQmery-^(I mention it, be- 
caufe it is a ftriking one ; — for a number of others might 
be adduced) --proves, that, inftead of having men to take 
advantage of circumdances, you are in a manner cqmpelled, 
qght or wrong, to make circumftances yield to a fecondary 
confideration. Since the firft of December, I have been de- 
vifmg every means in my power to fecurc thefe encamp- 
ments; and, though I am (eniible that we never have, (ince 
that period, been able to a£t upon the o^enlive, and at times 
not in a condition to defend, yet the coft of marching home 
one fet of men, — ^bringing in another, — the havoc and wafte 
Occafioned by the firft, — the repairs necefliry for the fecond, 
•-^with a thoufan4 incidental charge ^i4 inconveniences 
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•which have arifen, and which it is fcarcc poflible cither to 
"recolleft or dcfcribc, — amount to near as niuch, as the keep* 
ing up a refpeftable body of troops the whole time, readj 
for any emergency, would have done. — ^To this may be 
added, that you never can have a wcll-difciplined army. 

To bring men well acquainted with the duties of a foldieTf 
requires time. To^ bring them under proper difcipline and 
fubordination, hot only requires time, but is a work of great 
difficulty, and, in this army where there is fo little diftino- 
tion between the officers and foldiers, requires an un- 
common degree of attention. To expeft then the fame 
fervice from raw and undifciplined recruits as from veteran 
foldiers, is to expe£l what never did and perhaps never will 
happen. Men who are familiarifed to danger meet it with* 
otit (lirinking ; whereas thofe who have never feen fervice 
often apprehend danger where no danger is. Three thing^s 
prompt men to a regular difcharge of their duty in time of 
action, — natural bravery, — hope of reward,— and fear of 
punifliment. The two firft are common to the untutored 
and the difciplined foldier: but the latter moft obvioufly 
diflinguilhes the one from the other. A coward, when 
taught to believie, that, if he breaks his ranks and abandons 
his colors, he will be punifhed with death by his owr^ 
party, — will take his chance againft the enemy : but a man 
who thinks littlfe of the one, and is fearful of the other, a£ts 
from prefent feelings, regardlefs of confequences. 

Again, men of a* day's (landing will not look forward : 
and from experience we find, that, as the time approaches 
for their difcharge, they grow carelefs of their arms, ammu- 
nition, camp utenfils, &c. Nay even the barracks them- 
felves have felt uncommon marks of wanton depredation, 
and lay us under frefli trouble and additional expenfe in 
providing for every frefti fet, when we find it next to im- 
poiTible to procure fuch articles as are abfolutely neceflary 
in the firft inltance. To this may be added the feafoning 
yvlu^h ncvf recruits mqft have to 9 camp, and the Ipfs coo- 
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fequent thereupon. But this is not all. - Men, engaged for 
aihort limited time only, have the officers too much in their 
fxxwer : for, to obtain a degree of popularity in order to in- 
duce a fecond cnliftment, a kind of familiarity takes place, 
which brings on a relaxation of difcipline, unlicenfcd fur- 
loughs, and other indulgences incompatible with order and 
good government ; by which means, the latter part of the 
time for which the foldier was engaged is fpent in undoing 
what you were aiming to inculcate in the firft. 

To go into an enumeration of all the evils we have expc* 
rienced in this late great change of the army, and the ex-* 
penfes incidental to it, — to fay nothing of the hazard wp 
Jiave run, and muft run, between the difcharging of one 
army and enliftment of another, unlefs an enormous ex- 
penfe of militia is incurred, — would greatly exceed th^ 
bounds of a letter. What I have already taken the liberty 
jef faying will ferve to convey a general idea of the rnatter ; 
and therefore I (hall, with all due deference, take the free- 
dom to give it as my opinion, that, if the Congrefs have 
any reafon to believe that there will be og^afion for troops 
another year, and confequently of another enliftment, they 
would fave money, and have infinitely better troops, if they 
were, even at a bounty pf twenty, thirty, or more dollars, to 
engage the men already enlifted (till January nea^t), and fuch 
others gs may be wanted to complete the eftablifliment, for 
and during the war. 1 will not undertake to fay that th^ 
men can be had upon thefe terms : but I am fatisfied that it 
will..neycr do, to let the matter alone, as it was laft year, 
till the time of feryice was near expiring. The hazard isj 
too great in the firft place : — in the next, the trouble and 
perplexity of difbanding one army and railing another at the 
fame inftant, and in fuch a critical fituation ^s the laft was, 
is fcarcely in the power of words to defcribe, and fuch as 
no m»n, who has experienced it once, will ever undergo 
again. 
, . U Congrefs ihould differ from me in fcn^iment upon this 
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point, I have only to beg that they will do me the jufticef to 
believe, that I have nothing more in view than what to it^e 
appears neceffary to advance the public weal, although in the 
firft inftance it will be attended with a capital expenfe ) — 
and that I have the honor to be, &c. G. W: 



Sir, Cambridge y Feb* 9, 1776* 

IN compliance with the refolves of Congrefs, I have 

applied to general Howe for the exchange of Mr. Lovell. A 

copy of my letter, and his anfwer thereto, you have in- 

clofed. 

Captain Watters and captain Tucker, who command two 
of the armed fchooners, have taken and fent into GIbceftcr a 
large brigantine, laden with wood, a hundred and fifty buttfe 
for water, and forty fuits of bedding, bound from La Havfc 
. in Nova-Scotia, fdr Bofton. She is one of the tranfports in 
the minifterial fervice. The captain fays that he viras at Ha- 
lifax, the feventeenth of January, and that general Maifey 
was arrived there with two regiments from Ireland. 

The different prizes were all libelled immediately on the 
receipt of the refolves of Congrefs pointing out the mode; but 
none of them yet brought to trial, owing to a difference be- 
tween the law paffed in this province, and the refolutions of 
Congrefs. The general court are making an amendment to 
their law, by which the difficulties that now occur will be 
removed, as I underftand it is to be made conformable to 
'your refolves. The unavoidable delay attending the bring- 
ing the captures to trial is grievoufly complained of by the 
raaftcrs of thefe veffels, as well as the captors. Many of the 
former have applied for liberty to go away without wairing 
the deciiion, — which I have granted them. 

I beg leave to recall the attention of Congrefs to their ap- 
pointing a commiflary in thefe parts, to attend the providing 
of necclFaries for the prifoners who are difperfed in thefe 
provinces. Complaints are made by fome of them) that diey 

are 
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are in- want of bcddmg and many other things. As I un- 
derftand that Mt. Franks has undertaken that bufinefs^ I 
wifh he was ordered to fend a deputy immediately to fee that 
the prifoncrs get what is aliowcd them by Cangrefs ; alfo te 
fupply the officers with money as they may have ' occa&on; 
It would favc me much time and much trouble. 

There are yet but few companies of the militia come in. 
This delay wiily I atn' much afraid, fruftratc the intention 
of their being called upon, as the feafon is flipping faft away 
when they may be of fervice. 

The demands of the army were fo Tery preffing before 
your laft remittance came to hand, that I was under the ne- 
ccffity of borrowing twenty-five thbufand pounds lawful hkv- 
ney from this province. They very cheerfully lent it, and 
pafled a vote for as much more, if required. 1 have not 
repaid the fum borrowed, as I may ftandin need of it before 
the arrival of another fupply, which the demands of the 
commiffary*general, quartermaftcr-general, and paying oflF 
the arrearages, will very fogu require. 

Your efteemed favor of the twenty-ninth ultimo is juft 
come to hand. It makes me very happy to find my con- 
dud hath met the approbation of Congrefs. I am entirely 
of your opinion, that, (hould an accommodation take place-, 
the terms will be fcverc or favorable in proportion to out- 
ability to refift, and that we ought to be on a refpeftablc 
footing to receive their armaments in the fpring. But how 
far we fhall be provided with the means, is a matter I pttv 
fcfs not to know, under my prefent unhappy want of arme, 
ammunition, and, 1 may add, menj^-^as our regiments -are 
very incomplete. The recruiting goes on very flow, and 
wiil, I apprehend, be more fo, if for other fervice the nacfi 
receive a bounty, and none is given here. 

I have tried every method I could think of, to procure 
arms for our men. They really are not to be had in thcfe 
governments (belonging to the public) i and if forae method 
is not fallen upon, ia the fouthcrn g<nrcrnincnts, to fupply 

u^ 
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us, we fliall be in a diftrefled fituation for want of them. 
Tbere are near two thoufand men now in camp without fire- 
locks.— I have wrote to the committee of New<*Tork tfiis 
(day, requefting them to fend me thofe arms which were 
^ken from the difafFedied in that government. The Con^ 
grefs interefting themfelves in this requefl: will doubtlefs have 
^ good cffc€tp I have fent officers into the country, with 
pioney to purchafe arms in the difierent towns. Some have 
returned, and brought in a few :r^many. are ftill out :•— what 
their fuccefs will be, I cannot determine. 

I was in great, hopes that the exprefies, refolved to be 
eftabliOied between this place and Philadelphia, would ere 
now have been fixed. It would, in my opinion, rather fave 
th^ increafe the expepfe v-as many horfes are deftroyed by 
pne man coming the whole i^ay. It will certainly be more 
expeditious, and fafer, than writing by the pod or private 
Jiapds, which I am often under the neceility of doing. 

I ^m, with great refpedy SiC* G, W* 



Sir, Cambridge, Feb^ 9, 1776. 

I BEG leave to Jnform you, at the requeft of the 
committee of pay-table of the colony of Conneflicut, that 
I have not advanced, to any of the regiments from that go- 
vernment, any money except the fum of feven thoufand 
on^ luuidred and feventy*two dollars and one-ninth on the 
twentieth of November laft to major general Putnam, for 
.thjg; thirty-fourth regiment under his comnaand. I ihouM 
have paid tliem in. the fame manner I did the reft of the 
$irmy) hadi not b^n prevented by the colonels, who ex- 
preifed their inclination to receive the whole at once upon 
their returp home at the expin^tiop of fervice, as was cufto- 
mary ia their colony. For this reafon, I never included 
them in my eftiniates of money, and have made no provifion 
for their payment, always imagining that whatever payments 
the colony made them, Cgngrefs would apply to tlicir credit 

in 
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In iki gencrsd acoount againft the United Colonies^ tt te<* 
fund upon appUcation. 
#have the Honor to be, &c. G. W. 



. Sir, Cambridge^ Feb. 14, 1 776. 

• THROUGH you, I beg leave to lay before: Con- 

grefs the inclofed letter from lord Dnimmond to general Ro«* 
bertibn, which came to my hands a fetiv days ago in order 
to be fent into Bofton. 

As I never heard of his lordfbip being yeded with power 
to treat with Congrefs upon the fubjeft of our grievailces, 
nor of his having laid any propofitions before them for an 
aiccommodation, I confefs it furprifed me much, and led mt 
to form various conjedlures of his motives, and intended ap- 
plication to general Howe and admiral Shuldham for apaif* 
port for the fafe-condu£l of fuch deputies as Congrefs might 
appoint for negotiating terms of reconciliation between Great 
Britain and us.—- Whatever his intentions are, however be^ 
nevolent his defigns may be, I confefs that his letter has em- 
barraffed me much ; and I am not without fufpicion of its 
meaning more than the generous purpofes it profefTes. I 
itiould fuppofe, that, if the mode for negotiation, which he 
points out, ihould be adopted (which I hope will never be 
thought of), it ought to have been fixed and fettled previous 
to any application of this fort^ and at beft, that his condu£): in 
this inftance is premature and officious, and leading to con- 
fequences of a fatal and injurious nature to the rights of this 
country. His zeal and deiire perhaps of an amicable and 
conftitutional adjuftment's taking place may have fuggefted 
and^precipitated the meafure. Be that as it may, I thought 
it di too much importance, to fuiFer it to go in without 
having the exprefs direftion of Congrefs for that purpofe ; 
and that it was my indifpenfable duty to tranfmit them the 
original, to make fuch interpretations and inferences as they 
may think right. 

3 Meflrs. 
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Mefirs. Wiliard «hd Child, who were fent to Nova-'Sootit. 
in purfuauceof the refolve of Congre^, have juft Teturnedy 
and made their report, which I do niy£elf the honor to d- 
clofe you. They have not ahfwered the purpofes of .their 
commiflion by any means^ as they only went a little way into 
that country, and found iheir intelligence upon the informa- 
tion of others. You will fee the reafons they affign in ex* 
Cttfe or juftification of their conduft, in the report itfcl£. 
• Laft night a party of regulars, faid to ht about fiy« hun* 
dred, landed on Dorchefter neck, and burned fome of the 
faoufes there, which were of no value to us ; nor would they 
have been, unlefs we take poll there : they then might be of 
fomc fervice. A detachment went after them as foon as the 
fire was difcovered : but, before it could arrivcj they hadexe*- 
cuted their plan, afDd made their retreat. 

Indofed is a fetter for David Franks efquire, from Mn 
Chamier in Boftoo, upon the fubje£t of vidualling fuch of the 
king's troops as may be prifoners within the limits of his 
contnEt^ wJbiich Z bc^ the favor of you to deliver him, and 
that proper agents may be appointed by him, to fee that it 
is done. I could wifh, too, that Congrefs would fall upon 
fome ihode for fupplying the officers with fuch money, as 
rtliey may really (land in need of, and depute proper per- 
fons for that purpofe, and furnifhing tlie privates with fuch 
•clothing as ^ay be abfolutely neceflary. I am applied coj 
and wearied by their repeated requefts. In fome inftances 
I have defired the committees to give the prifoners within 
their appointments what they fhould judge abfolutely ne- 
^cefiary for their fupport, — as the only means in my power of 
.TcUcving their diftrefs. But I imagine^ that> if there were 
perfons to fuperintend this bufmefs, their wants would be 
better attended to, and many exorbitant charges prevented 
and faved to the continent i and the whole would then be 
brought into a proper account. 

1 am, fir, with great efteem, &c. G. W; 

P. S. 1 fend a return of the (Irength of the regiments. 

8 Sir, 
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SrRj Camh-jctgc^ Feb. 18, 1 776. 

THE late freezing weather having formed fomc 
f retty ftrong ice from Dorchefter point tp Bofton neck, and 
from Roxbury to the Common, thereby affording a more cx* ' 
panded and confequently a lefs dangerous approach to the 
town, I could not help thinking, — notwithftanding the mi- 
litia were not all come in, and we had little or no powder to 
-begin our operation by a regular cannonade or bombard- 
inent, — that a bold and refolute aflault upon the troops in 
Bofton with fuch men as we had (for it could not take many 
tneh to guard our own lines at a time when the enemy were 
attacked in all quarters) might be crowned with fuccefs : 
and therefore, feeing no certain profpeft of a fupply of 
powder on the one hand, and a certain diflblution of the ice 
on the other, I called the getieral officers together, for their 
opinion, agreeably to the refolve of Congrefs, of the twenty- 

fecond of December. 
The refult will appear in the inclofed council of war 5 

and, being almoft unanimous, I muft fuppofe it to be right i 
although, from a thorough conviftion of the neceflicy of at- 
tempting fomething againft the miniflerial troops be/ore a 
teinforcement fhould arrive, and while we were favored 
"Xvith the ice, I was not only ready, but willing, and defirous 
of making the afTaulr, under a firm hope (if the men would 
have ftood by me) of a favorable iffue, notwithftanding the 
enemy's advantage of ground, artillery, &c. 

Perhaps the irkfomenefs of my fituation may have given 
different ideas to me, than thofe which influenced the gentle- 
men I confulted, and might have inclined me to put more 
to the hazard, than was confiflent with prudeiice : — if it had, 
I ami not fenfible of it, as I endeavored to give it all the 
confidera'tion that a matter of fuch importance required^ 
True it is, and I cannot help acknowledging, that I have 
many difagreeable fenfations on account of my fituation: 

for. 
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for, to have the eyes of the whole continent fixed with anxi^ 
OU8 expectation of hearing of fome great event, — and to \)C 
reftrained in every military operation, for want of the ic- 
ccfiary means of carrying it on, — is not very pleafing, efpeciall]^ 
as the means, ufed to conceal my weaknefs from the enemy» 
conceal it alfo from our friends, and add to their wonder* 

I do not utter this by way of complaitit. I am fenfible 
that all that the Congrefs could do, they have done ; and I 
ihould feel moft powerfully the weight of confcious ingrati- 
tude, were I not to acknowledge this. But as we have ac- 
counts of the arrival of powder in captain Mafon, I would 
beg to have it fent on in the moft expeditious manner : 
otherwife we not only lofe all chance of the benefits refult- 
ing from the feafon, but of the militia^ who are brought in 
at St moft enormous expenfe, upon a prefumption that wc 
fiiould, long ere this, have been amply fupplied with powder^ 
under the contrails entered into with the committee of 
Congrefs. 

The militia, contrary to an exprefs requifition, are con^e 
and coming in without ammunition. To fupply them alone 
with twenty- four rounds (which is lefs, by three fifths 
than the regulars are ferved with) will take between fifty and 
fixty barrels of powder; and to complete the other troops to 
the like quantity, will take near as much more, and leave iQ 
ftore not more than about fixty barrels, befides a few rounds 
of cannon cartridges ready filled for ufe. This, fir, Con- 
grefs may be aiTured, is a true ftate of our powder, and will, 
I hope, bear fome teftimony of my incapacity for aftion in 
fuch a way as may do any eflential fervice. 

February 21 > W hen I began this letter, I propofed to 
have fent it by exprefs. But recoUeQing that all my late 
letters have been as expreffive of my want of powder and 
arms as I could paint them, and that Mr. Hooper was to. fet 
off in a day or two, I thought it unneceflary to run the con'? 
tinent to the expenfe of an exprefs, merely to repeat what I 

had 
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had fo often done before, when I am certain that Congref% 
knowing our neceflities, will delay no time that can pofiibly 
be avoided in fupplying them. 

My duty is ofFered to Congrefs ; and, with great refpeft 
and efteem, I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S.' Hearing of the arrival of a fmall parcel of powder 
in ConneAicut, I havq been able to obtain three thoufand 
weight of it, which is in addition to the fixty barrels before 
mentioned. 



Sir, Cambridge^ Feb. 26, 1 7 76. 

I HAD the honor of addrefling you on the eighteenth 
and twenty- firft inftant, by Mr. Hooper; fince which, no- 
thing material has occurred. 

We are making every neceflary preparation for taking poflef- 
fion of Dorchefter heights as foon as poffible, with a view of 
drawing the enemy out. How far our expeflations may be 
anfwered, time only can determine : but I (hould think, if any 
thing will induce them to hazard an engagement, it will be 
our attempting to fortify thefe heights ; as, on that event's 
taking place, we fhall be able to command a great part of the 
town and almoft the whole harbor, and to make them ra- 
dier difagreeable than otherwife, provided we can get a fuf- 
ficient fupply of what we greatly want. 

Witliin thefc three of four days, I have received fundry 
accounts from Bofton, of fuch movements there, — (fuch as 
taking the mortars from Bunker's hill, — the putting them, 
with feveral pieces of heavy ordnance, on board of (hip, 
with a quantity of bedding, — the fhipa all taking in water, — • 
the baking a large quantity of bifcuit,— &c,)— as to indicate 
an embarkation of the troops from tlience. A Mr. Ides, who 
came out yefterday, fays that the inhabitants of the town 
generally believe that they are about to remove either to 
New- York or Virginia, and that every veflel in the harbor 
on tuefday laft was taken up for government's fervice, and 
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two months' pay advanced them. Whether they reallf -itf* 
tend to embark, or whether the whole is a feint, is idipoffiUb' 
for nie to tclL However I have thought it explefidknt to ibnd 
an exptefs to general Lee, to inform-him of it— (in ofdet 
that he may fiot be taken by furprife, if thfch: deftkiatioQ 
fhould be againft New-York),— and continued hirti orf to 
you. if they do embark^ I think the poflefBng themfelveiii trf 
that place, and of the North river, is the obje£l they hare 
in view, thereby fecuring the communication with Canada^ 
and rendering the intercourfe between the northern and 
fouthefn United Colonies exceedingly precarious and diS^ 
cult. To prevent them from efFe£ting their plan, is a mat* 
tcr of the highefl importance, and will require a large and 
rcfpeciaWe armyy and the moft vigilant and judieioiw ex?» 
crtLons. 

Sin. e I wrote by Mr. Hooper, fome fmall parcels of pow*' 
dcr have arrived from Connecticut, which will give ns alittlr 
afliftance- 

On thurfday night a party of our men at Roxbury tx^^dfi 
the enemy's out-centries, confifting of a corporal and tww 
privates, prifoners, without firing a gun or giviiig the Icf^ 
alarm. 

I QiM be iis attentive to the enemy^^s motions as I can^ and 
Obfarin all the intellrgence in my power ; and, if I find them 
cmbarky {hall in the moft expeditious mafnner detach a pali 
c»f tlie Irglis troops to New- York, and repair thither myfelf 
if circumltanees 0iall require it. I fhall be better able te 
judge what to doy when the matter happens^ At prefent, I 
can- only fay that I will do every thing, that fliall appear $v^ 
per and n^eceSary. 

Your let ^r of the tvrelfth inftant, by colonel Bully cainte 
to hand yetterday evening : and I ftall, agreeable to ypur 
recommendation*,- pay proper notice to him.— The fupply 
of ca(h came very feafonably,- ^ our treafury was juft CH- 
haufted, and nothing can be tlotie here Vi'ithout it. 

I have thg honor to bey&c^ Gv.W^ 
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P. S. Tlus was intended. to hare been fent by expreis : 
t>ut meeting with a private opportunity, the exprefs wad 
cooBtermanded: 



Sir, Cambridgify Marcbfj, lyjS* 

ON the twenty-fixth uhimo I had the honor of addreff- 
feg you, and then riientioned that ^e were making prepara- 
tions for taking pofTeflion of Dorchefter heights. — I now beg 
Icafve to inform you, that, a council of general officers hav- 
injg determined a previous bombalrdmerit and eannionade ex- 
pcdicnt^and proper, in order to harrafs the enemy and divert 
their attention from that quarter^— ^n faturday, funday, and 
monday nights laft, we carried them on from our pofts at 
Coble-hill, Leechmore's- pointy and Lam's-dam. Whether 
they did the enemy any confiderable and what injury, I have 
not yet heardj but have the pleafure to acquaint you that ihey 
greatly facilitated our fchemes, and would have been attended 
with fuccefs equal to our nioft fanguine expedlations, had it 
not been for tfie unlucky burfting of two thirteen, aitd three 
ten-inch itiortars, among which was the brafs one taken in 
the ordnance brig. To what caufe to attribute this misfor- 
tunCj I know not,«=-^whether to any defeft ift them, or to the 
kiexpcrience of the bombardiers. Bitt to return,— 6n mon- 
day evenings as foon as our firing commenced, a confider- 
able detachment of our men, under the cotnmand of briga- 
dier-general Thomasj crofled the heck,- and took poflTeffion of 
the two hills, without the l^aft interruption or annoyance 
ffom the enemy ; and by their great aftivity and induflry, 
before the morning, advanced the works fo far as to be fe- 
^re againft their fhot. They are now going on with fuch 
expedition, that in 2L little time I hope they will be complete, 
and enable our troops. ftationed there to make a vigorous and 
obftinate (land. During the whole cannonade, which was 
mceflant the lail two nights, we were fortunate enough to 
. lofe but two men,— one, a lieutenant, by a cannon ball's 
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taking off his thigh, — the other, a. private, by the exploCott 
of a fliell, which alfo (lightly wounded four or five more. 

Our taking pofleffion of Dorchefter heights is only prepa* 
ratory to taking pod on Nuke-hill, and the points oppofite 
the fouth end of Boflon. It was abfolutely neceffary that 
they (bould be previoufly fortified, in order to cover and com- 
mand them. As foori as the works on the former are finifh- 
ed and complete, meafures will be immediately adopted for 
fecuring the latter, and making them as ftrong and defenfi- 
ble as we can. Their contiguity to the enemy will make 
them of much importance, and of great fervice to us. 

As mortars are efiential, and indifpenfably necefiary for 
carrying on our operationsy^and for the profecution of our 
plans, I have applied to two furnaces to haye fome jthirteen- 
inch ones caft with all expedition imaginable, and am en- 
couraged to hope, from the accounts I have had, that they 
will be able to do it. When they are done, and a proper 
fupply of powder obtained, I flatter myfelf, from the pofts 
we have juil taken and are about to take, that it will be in 
our power to force the miniilerial troops to an attack, or to 
difpofe of them in fome way. that >yill be of advantage to us« 
I think from thefe pofts they will be fo galled and annoyed, 
that they muft either give us battle or quit their prefent 
pofleflions. I am rcfolyed that nothing on my part iball be 
wanting, to efFedi the one or ihe other. 

It having been the general opinion that the enemy wouI4 
attempt to dillodge our people from the hills, and force their 
works as foon as they were difcovered, which probably might 
have brought on a general engagement,— it was thought ad- 
vifable that the honorable council (hould be applied to, to or- 
der in the militia from tlie neighboring and adjacent towns. 
I wrote to them on the fubjed, which they moft readily com- 
plied witli : and, in juftice to the militia, I cannot but in- 
form you that they came in at the appointed time, and mani- 
fefted the greatclt ulertiiefs, and determined refolution to 
have a£ted like men engaged in the caufe of freedom. 

When 



When the enemy firft difcovcrcd bar works" ?n the morn- 
ing, they fecmcd to be in great confufion, ari<f,, from their 
movements, to have intended an attack. It is much to be 
wiihed that it had been made : the event, I think, muff have" 
been fortunate, and nothing lefs than fuccefs and viftory on 
our fide, as our officers and men appeared impatient for the 
appeal, and to have poflefled the moft animated fentiments 
and determined refolution. 

On tuefday evening a confiderable number of their troops 
embarked on board of their tranfports, and fell down to the 
caftle, where part of them landed before dark. One or two 
of the veflels got a-ground, and were fired at by our people 
•with a field-piece, but without itoy damage. — What was the 
defign of this embarkation and landing, 1 have not been able 
to learn. It vrould feem as if they meant an attack ; for it i$ 
moft probable, that, if they make one on our works at Dor- 
chefter at this time, they will firft go to the caftle, and come 
from thence. If fuch was their defign, a violent ftorm that 
night, and which lafted till eight o'clock the next day, ren- 
dered the execution of it impraSicable. It carried one or 
two of their veflels a-ihor^, which have fince got off. 

In cafe the minifterial troops had made an attempt to dif* 
lodge our men from Dorcheftcr hills, and the number de- 
tached upon the occafion had been fo great as to have afford** 
ed a probability of a fuccefsful attack's being made upon 
Bbfton^— <)n a fignal given from Roxbury for that purpofe, 
agreeable to a fettled and concerted plan, four thoufand 
chofen men, who were held in readinefs, were to have em- 
barked at the mouth of Cambridge river, in two divifions, 
the firft under the command of brigadier-general Sullivan, 
the fecond under brigadier-general Greene, — the whole to 
have been commanded by major-general Putnam. The firft 
dlvifion was to land at the powder-houfe, and gain poflefTiGn 
of Beacon-hill and Mount-Horam, — the fecond at Barton's 
point or a little fouth of it, and, after fecuring that poft, to 
join the other divifion, and force the enemy's gates and 
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works at th^ijcct^ for letting in the Roxbtjry troops. Threi? 
floating ba'^fO-rfes were to have preceded, and gone in fron( 
of the-oth'er boats, and kept up a heavy fire pn that part of 
, rfte\o5Vn where our men were to land. 
'*/.** How fatr our views would have fucceeded, had an oppor-. 
■' t unity offered for attempting the execution, is impoilible for 
me to fay; nothing lefs than experiment could determine 
with preciTion. The plan was thought to be well digefted ^ 
and, as far as I could judge from the cheerfulnefs and ala- 
crity which diftinguifhed the officers and men who were to 
engage in the enterprife, I had reafon to hope for a favor- 
able and happy ifTue. 

The militia who were ordered in from the adjacent towns 
brought with them three days' provifion. They were only 
called Upon to aft under the idea of an attack's being im- 
mediately made, and were ail difcharged this afternoon, 

I beg leave t^ remind Congrefs that three major-generals 
are efTential and necefTary for this army •, and that, by ge- 
neral Lee's being called from hence to' the comrhand in 
Canada, the left divifion is without one. I hope they will 
fill up the vacancy by the appointment of another. Genc- 
^ ral T'homas is the firft brigadier, flands fair in point of re- 
putation, and is efteemed a brave and good officer. If he 
is promoted, there will be a vacancy in the brigadier- gene-» 
rals, which it will be necefTary to fupply by the appoint- 
ment of feme other gentleman that fliall be agreeable to 
Congrefs : but juftice requires me to mention that William 
^rhompfon, efquire, of the rifle iregiment, is the firfl colonel 
in this department, and, as far as 1 have had an opportunity 
bf judging, is a good officer and a man of courage^ What X 
have faid of thefe two gentlemen, I conceived to be my duty^ 
at the fame time acknowledging, whatever promotions are 
made will be fatisfadofy to rhe. . 

March 9. — ' — Yefterday evening, a captain Irvine, who 
cfcaped frdm Bofton the night before with fix oJF his crew, 
came to head quarters, and gave the foUowine intdli- 

gence ; 
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gence : — ** That our bombardment and cannonade caufed a 
gr^ deal of furprife and alarm in town, as many of the fol- 
4iery faid they never heard or thought we had mortars or 
fliells 5 — that feveral of the officers acknowledged they were 
well and properly direfted ; — that they made much diflrefs 
and confuilon ; — that the cannon- fliot, for the greateft part, 
went through the houfes ; and he was told that one took off 
Ithe legs and arms of fix men lying in the barracks on tlie 
neck; — ^that a foldier, who came from the lines there on 
tuefday morning, informed him that twenty men had been 
wounded the night before ; — (it was reported that others 
were alfo hurt, and one of the light-horfe torn to pieces by 
the explofion of a fliell : this was afterwards contradi£]te40 
--•that, early on tuefday morning, admiral Shuldham, 
difcovering the works our people were throwing up on Dor- 
chefter heights, immediately fent an exprefs to general Howe, 
to inform him that it was neceflary they (hoirld be attacked 
and diflodged from thence, or he would be under the necef- 
fity of withdrawing the (hips from the harbor, which were 
under his command j — that preparations were direftly made 
for that ^urpofe, as it was faid ; and, from twelve to two 
o'clock, about three thoufand men embarked on board the 
tranfports, which fell down to the caftle with a defign of land- 
ing on that part of Dorchefter next tq.it, and attacking our 
works on the heights at five o'clock next morning ;— that 
lord Percy was appointed to command; — that it was gene- 
rally believed the attempt would have been made, had it not 
'been for the violent ftorm which happened that night, as I 
have mentioned before 5— that he heard feveral of the pri- 
vates, and one or tv/o fergeants, fay as they were embark- 
ing, that it would be another Bunker's-hill affair." 

He further informs "that the arm^ is preparing to 

leave Bofton, and that they will do it in a day or two j — 
that the tranfports neceflary for their embarkation were 
getting ready with the utmoft expedition j^ ~ that there had 
been great niovements and confufion among the troops, the 
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night and day preceding his coming out, in hurrying down 
their cannon, artillery and other ilores, to the wharfs, wHb'. 
the utmoft precipitation } and they were putting them oa 
board the fliips in fuch hafte, that no account or memoran- 
dum was taken of them ; — that moft of the cannon were 
removed from their works, and embarked or embarking j— 
that he heard a woman fay, whom he took to be an officer'3 
wife, that Ihe had feen men go under the ground at the 
lines on tjie neck, without returning^— that the fhip he 
commanded was taken up, places fitted, and fitting, for of-. 
ficers to lodge, and feveral ihot, fhells, and cannon, already 
on board ;-— that the tories were to have the liberty of going 
where they pleafe, if they can get feamen to man the veflcls^ 
of whom there was a great fear city j — that. On that ao* 
count, many vefiels could not be carried away, and would . 
be burned; — ^that many of the inhabitants apprehended the* 
town would be deftroyed ; and that it was generally thought 
their deftination is Halifax." 

The account given by captain Irvine, as to ttst embarka- 
tion, and their being about to leave the town, I believe true. 
There are other circumftances corroborating ; and it feems 
fully confirmed by a paper figned by four of the feled-mcn 
of the town (a copy of which 1 have the honor to inclofe 
you), which was brought out yefterday evening by a flagj 
and delivered to colonel Learned, by major Baffet of the 
tenth regiment, who defired it might be delivered me as 
foon as poffible. I advifed with fuch of the general officers 
upon the occafion as I could immediately aflemble ; and we 
determined it right (as it was not addrefied to me or any 
one elfe> nor authenticated by the fignaturc of general 
Howe, or any other a£l obliging him to a performance o£ 
the promife mentioned on his part) that I ihould give it no 
anfwer; at the fame time, that a letter fhould be returned, 
as going from colonel Learned, fignifying his having laid 
it before me, — with the reafon« afligned for pot anfwering 
iu— A copy.of this is fent.. 

To-night 
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• To-night I fliall have a battery thrown up oh Ntike-hiU' 
(Otnfcheftcr point) with a defign of aftlng as circumftances 
fliay require; it being judged advifable to profecutc our" 
plans of fortification^ as we intended before this infotmation 
from the feleft-men came. 

it being agreed on all hands that there is no poflibility of 
ftopping them in cafe they determine to go,—- I (hall order' 
look-outs to be kept upon all the head-lands, to difcovcf 
their movements and courfe, and moreover direct commo- 
dore Manly and his little fquadron to dog them, as well for 
the fame purpofe as for picking up any of their yeflels that" 
may chance to depart their convoy. From their loading 
with fuch precipitancy, it is prefumable they will not be aa 
the beft condition for fea. 

If tlie minifterial troops evacuate the town and leave it 
(landing) I have thoughts of taking meafures for fortifying 
the entrance into the harbor, if it (hail be thought proper, 
and the fituation of affairs will admit of it* 

Notwithftanding the report from Bofton that Halifax is 
the place of their deftination, I have no doubt but that they 
are going to the fouthward of this, — and, I apprehend, to 
New- York. Many reafons lead to this opinion : it is in 
fome. meafurc corroborated by their fending an exprefs (hip 
there, wliich, on wednefday week, got on (hore and bilged 
at Cape-Cod. The difpatches, if written, were deftroy* 
ed when (he was boarded. She had a parcel of coal, and 
about four thoufand cannon-(hot, fix carriage-guns, a fwivcl 
or two, and three barrels of powder. ^ 

I (hall hold the riflemen and other parts of our' troops in 
readinefs to march at a moment's warning, and govern mf 
movements by the events that happen, or fuch orders as T 
may receive from Congrefs, which I beg may be ample, and* 
forwarded with all poiTible expedition. • ? 

On the fixth inilant, a (liip bound from London, with 
ftores for the. minifterial army, confifting of coal, • porter, 
and krout, fell in with our armed veiTcls, four of. them ia . 
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company, and was carried into Portfmouth. She had had ^ 
long pafi^ige, and of courfe brought no papers of a late date, 
The only letters of importance, or in the leaft interefting, 
that were found, I have inclofed. 

I beg leave to mention to Congrefs that money is much 
wanted. The militia from thefe governments, engaged till 
the firfl of April, are then to be paid : and, if we march 
from hence, the^expenfe will be very confiderable, muft be de- 
frayed, and cannot be accompliflied without it. The neceffity 
of milking tlie earlieft remittance for thefe purpofes \s too 
obvious, for me to add more. 

When I wrote that part of this letter which is antecedent 
tp.this date, I fully expefted it would have gone before npw 
by colonel Bull, not deeming it of fufBcient importance to 
fend a fpecial meflenger. But he deferred his return from 
time to time, and never fet off till to-day. Thefe reafons I 
hope will excufe the delay, and be received as a prqper apo^ 
logy for not tranfmitting it fooner. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Cambndg€y March 1 3, 1776.. 

IN my letter of the feventh and ninth inftant 
which 1 had the honor of addrefTilig you, I mentioned the 
intelligence I had received refpecting the embarkation of the 
troops from Bofton ; and fully expefted, before this, thai 
the town would have been entirely evacuated. Althpugh'I 
have been deceived, and was rather premature in the opi- 
nion I had then formed, I have little reafon to doubt but the 
event will take place in a very (hort time, as other accounts 
.which have come to hand fmcc, of the failing of a great num-» 
bcr of tranfports from the harbor to Ni^ntalkct road, and many 
circumftances correfponding therewith, feem to confirm and " 
render it unqueftionable. 

Whether the town will be deftroyed, is a matter of much 

uncertainty : but it would feem, fron> the dcftruftion »I;cy 
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.jSire making of fundry pieces of furniture, of many of their 
waggons, carts, &c, which they cannot cake with them as it 
is faid, that it will not: for, if thiey intended it, the whole 
n>ight be involved in one general ruin. 

Holding it of the Jail importance in the prefent conteft 
that we fhould fecure New- York, and prevent the enemy 
from pofleffing it, — and conjefturing they have views of that 
fort, and their embarkation to be for that purpofe, — I 
judged it neceflary, under the fituation of things here, to call 
a council of general officers to confuit of fuch meafures as 
might be expedient to be taken at this interefting coiyunc- 
ture of affairs, A copy of the proceedings I have the honor 
to inclofe you. 

Agreeable to the opinion of the council, I fliall detach 
the rifle regiment to-morrow, under the command of briga- 
dicp-geiieral Sullivan, with orders to repair to New- York ^ 
with all pofTible expedition ; — which will be fucceeded, the 
day after, by the other five in one brigade, — they being al| 
that it was thought advifable to fend from hence tiH the 
enemy {hall have quitted the town. Immediately upon 
theif departure, I (hall fend forward major-general Putnam, 
and follow myfelf with the remainder of the army as foon as 
I have it in my power, — leaving here fuch a number of men 
as circumftances may feem to require. 

As the badnefs of the roads at this feafpn will greatly re- 
tard the march of our men, I have, by advice of the general 
officers, wrote to governor Trumbull by this exprefs, to ufc 
his utmofl exertions for throwing a reinforcement of two 
thoufand men into New-York, from the weftern parts of 
Connefticut, — and to the commanding officer there, to ap- 
ply to the provincial convention or committee of fafety of 
!New-Jerfey, for a thoufand more for the fame purpofe, to 
oppofe the enemy and prevent their getting pofleflion in 
cafe they arrive before the troops from hence can get tlierc ; 
of which there is a probability, unlefs they are impeded by 
ieontrary winds. This m^afure, though it may be attended 
: ' ■ mtlx 
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with confiderablc expenfc, I flatter myfelf, will meet with 
the approbation of Congrefs. — ^Paft experience, and the lines 
in Bofton and on Bofton neck, point out the propriety, and 
fuggeft the necefhty of keeping our enemies from gaining 
pofieiBon and making a lodgement. 

Should their deftination be further fouthward, or for Ha- 
lifax (as reported in Bofton) for the purpofe of going into- 
Canada, — the march of our troops to New- York will place 
them nearer the fcene of a£lion, and more convenient for 
affording fuccours« 

We have not taken poft on Nuke-hill, and fortified it> 
as mentioned that we fhould, in my laft. On hearing that 
the enemy were about to retreat and leave the town, it waa 
tl>oiight imprudent and unadvifable to force them with too 
much precipitation, that we might gain a little time, and 
prepare for a march. To-morrow evening we fliall take 
pofleffidn, unlefs they are gone. 

As New- York is of fuch importance, — ^prudence and po- 
licy require, that every precaution that can be dcvifed fliould 
be adopted, to fruftrate the defigns which the enemy have 
of poiTefling it. To this end I have ordered vefl*els to be 
provided and held ready at Norwich, for the embarkation 
and tranfportation of our troops thither. This I have done' 
with a view not only of greatly expediting their arrival (aa 
it will fave feveral days' marching), but alfo that they may 
be frefh and fit for intrenching and throwing up works of 
defence as foon as they get there, if they do not meet the 
enemy to contend with ; — for neither of which would they 
be ill a proper condition after a long and fatiguing march i^ 
bad roads. If Wallace, with his fliips, ihould be apprifed 
of the meafure, and attempt to prevent it by flopping up the 
harbor of New-London, they can but purfue their march by 
]and. 

You will pleafe to obferve that it is the opinion of the ge-' 
iieral officers, if the enemy abandon the town, that^it will be 
unneceflary to employ or keep any part of thig army for its 

defence ; 
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defience ; and that t have mentioned, on that event's happen- 
iiig, I fliall immediately repair to New- York'with the remain- 
der of the army not now detached, leaving only fuch a num- 
ber of men here as circumftances may feem to require- What 
I partly allude to, is, that, as it will take a confiderable time 
for the removal of fuch a body of men, and the divifions 
muft precede each other in fuch order as to allow interme- 
diate time fufficient for them to be covered and provided 
for, and many things done previous to the march of the 
whole,' for fe<iuring and forwarding fuch neceflaries as can- 
not be immediately carried, and others which it may be pro- 
per to keep here, — that diredions might be received from 
Congrefs refpedtiAig the fame, and as many men ordered to 
remain for that and other purpofcs, as they may judge pro- 
per. I could wifli to have their commands upon the fubjeft, 
and in time ; as I may be under fome degree of embarrafC 
ment as to their views. 

Congrefs having been pleafed to appoint colonel Thomp- 
fon a brigadier-general, there is a vacancy for a colonel in 
the regiment he commanded, to which I would beg leave to 
recommend the lieutenant-colonel Hand. I fliall aifo take 
the liberty of recommending captain Hugh Stephenfon, of 
the Virginia riflemen, to fucceed colonel Hand, and to be 
appointed in his place as lieutenant-colonel, — there being 
no major to the regiment fince the promotion of major Ma- 
gaw to be lieutenant-colonel of one of the Pennfylvania ba- 
tallions, and who is gone from hence. He is, in my opinion, 
the fitted perfon in this, army for it, as well as the oldeft 
captain in the fervice, having diftinguiihed himfelf at the 
head of a rifle company all the laft war, and highly merited 
the approbation of his fuperior officers. 

Colonel Mifflin informed me to day of his having receiv- 
ed tent-cloths from Mr. Barrell of Philadelphia, to the amount 
of feven thoufand five hundred pounds Pennfylvania cur- 
rency, and applied for a warrant for payment of it. But, as 
our fund is low, and many negeflary demands againft it 
9 which 
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^hich muft be fatisfied, — and our calls for money are arrif 
will be exceedingly great,— I could not grant it, . thinking it 
might be convenient for payment to be made in Philadelphia,- 
by your order on the treafury there. 

I have the honor to be, die* G, Wi 



Sir, Head-Barters^ CarhhridgCj Match 19, l^^(>^ 

IT is with the gteateft pleafure I inform you, thaty 
on funday laft, the feventeenth inftant, about nine o'clock in 
the forenoon, the minifterial army evacuated the town of 
Bofton, and that the forces of the United Colonies are now 
in actual pofieflion thereof. I beg leave to congratulate youy 
fir, and the honorable Congrefs, on this happy event, and 
particularly as it was efFefted without endangering the Uv<6sf 
and property of the remaining unhappy inhabitants* 

I have great reafon to imagine their flight was precipitated 
by the appearance of a work which I had ordered to be 
thrown up laft faturday night on an eminence at Dorcheftet 
which lay neareft to Bofton neck, called Nuke-hiiU 

The town, although it has fuffered greatly, is not in fa 
bad a ftate as I expefled to find it ; and I have a particular 
pleafure in being able to inform you, fir, that your houfe 
has received no damage worth mentioning. Your furniture 
is in tolerable order, and the family piflures are all left en* 
tire and untouched. Captain Cazneau takes charge of thcf 
Isrhole, until he fhall receive further orders from you. 

As foon as the minifterial troops had quitted the town^ 
1 ordere^l a thoufand men (who had had the fmall-pox),- un- 
der command of general Putnam, to take poireflion of the 
heights, which I fhall endeavor to fortify in fuch a manner 
as to prevent their return, fhould they attempt it. But, as 
they are ftill in the harbor, I thought it not prudent to march 
oi? with the main body of the army until I fhould be fully 
fatisfied they had quitted the coaft. I have therefore only 
detached five regiments, bcfides the rifle batallion, to New- 
York, 
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If ork, and fhall keep the remainder here till all fufpicion 6f 
their return ceafes. 

The fituation in which I found their works evidently dif- 
covered that their retreat was made with the gteateft preci- 
pitation. They have left their barracks and other works of 
inrood at Bunker's hill, &€, all (landing, and have deilroyed 
but a fmall part of their lines. They have alfo left a num- 
ber of fine pieces of cannon which they firft fpiked up, alfo 
a very large iron mortar ; and, as I am informed, they have 
thrown another over the end of your wharf. I have employ- 
td proper perfons to drill the cannon, and doubt not I fliall 
five the moft of them. — I am not yet able to procure an 
cxa£l lift of all the ftores they have left. As foon as it can 
be done, I fliall take care to tranfmit it to you. — From aii 
eftimate of what the quarter-mafter- general has already dif- 
covered, the amount will be twenty-five or thirty thoufand 
pounds. 

. Part of the*powder mentioned in yours of the fixth iriftant 
has already arrived. . The repiainder I have ordered to be 
ftopped on the road, as we fhall have no occafion for it 
here. — ^The letter to general Thomas, I immediately fent to 
him. He defired leave for three or four clays, to fettle fomc 
of his private afiairs ; after which, he will fet out for his 
command in Canada.— I am happy that my conduft in in- 
tercepting lord Drummond's letter is approved of by Con- 
grefs.— I have the honor to be, &c. G. W^ 



Sir, Cambridge^ March 24, 1776. 

WHEN I had the honor to addrefs you on the nine* 
tcentl\ inflant upon the evacuation of the town of Bolton by 
the minifterial army, I fully expefted, as their retreat and 
embarkation were hurried and precipitate, tliat, before now, 
they would have departed the harbor, and been far in their 
paffage to the place of deftination. But, to my furprife and 
liifappointment, the fleet is ftill in Nantafkct road. The 

purpofe 
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purpofe inducing their ftay is altogether unknown ; ndrcafi 
I fuggeft any fatisfaflory reafon for it. On wedncfday 
night laft, before the whole of the fleet fell down to Nah- 
tafket, they demoUQied the caftle and houfes belonging to it, 
by burning them down, and the feveral fortifications. They 
kft a great number of the cannon, but have rendered all of 
them, except a very few, entirely ufelefs, by breaking oflT 
the trunnions ; and thofe they fpiked up : but they may be 
made ferviceable again: — fome are already done. 

There are feveral veflfels in the docks, which were taken 
by the enemy (fome with and others without cargoes), which 
different perfons claim as their property and right. Are 
they to be reftored to their former owners on making proof 
of their title, or to belong to the continent, as captures 
made from the enemy?— I wifh Congrefs would direft a 
mode of proceeding againft them, and eftablLfli.a rule for 
ijecifion : they appear to me to be highly neceflary. In like 
manner, fome of the cannon which are in Bofton are faid to 
have come from the caftle. Suppofing them, with thofe re- 
maining at the caftle, to have been purchafed by and provided 
originally at the expenfc of this province, — are they now to be 
confidered to belonging as it, or to the public ? 1 beg leave 
to refer the matter to the opinion of Congrefs, and pray 
their direftion how I am to conduct refpefting them. 

It having been fuggefted to me that there was confider- 
able property, &c, belonging to perfons who had, from the 
firft of the prefent unhappy conteft, manifefted an unfriendly 
and inveterate difpofition, in the town of Bofton, I thought 
it prudent to write to the honorable general court upon the 
fubjcft, that it might be inquired after and fecured. A copy 
of the letter I herewith fend you, and fubmit it to Con- 
grefs through you, whether they will not determine how 
it is to be difpofed of, and as to the appropriation of the mo«^ 
ney arifmg from the fale of the fame. 

As foon as the town was abandoned by the enemy, I judged 
it advifable to fecure the feveral heights, left they (hould at* 

tempt 
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t^mptto return j and, for this purpofe, h^vc caufed a hrge and 
ftrong work to be thrown up on Fort-hill, a poft of great import- 
anccs as it commands the whole harbor, and, when fortified, 
if properly fupported, will greatly annoy any fleet the enemy 
may fend againft the town, and render the landing of their 
troops exceedingly diflicult, if not imprafticable. This 
Work is almoft done, and in a little time will be complete : 
and, that the communication between the town and country 
inay be free and open, I have ordered all the lines upon the 
neck to be .immediately deftroyed, and the other works on 
the fides of the town facing the country, that the inhabit- 
ants from the latter may not be impeded, and afforded art 
cafy entrance, in cafe the enemy (hould gain pofleflion at 
any future time. Thefe matters I conceived to be within the 
line of my duty 5 of which I advifed the general court, and 
recommended to their attention fuch other meafures ^s they 
might think necefiary for fecuring the town againft the hof* 
tile defigns of the enemy. 

I have juft got an inventory of ftores and property be- 
longing to the crown, which the enemy left in Bofton, at 
the caftle, and Bunker's hill, — which I have the honor to 
tranfmit you j and (hall give ftricl orders that a careful at- 
tention be had to any more that may be found. I fhall take 
fuch precautions refpefting them, that they may be fecure, 
and turn to the public advantage, as much as pofliblc, or 
circumftances will admit of. 

A Mr. Bulfinch from Bofton, who afted as clerk to Mr. 

• , having put into my hands a lift of rations drawn 

the faturday before the troops evacuated the town, I have 
inclofed it for your infpe£lion. He fays, neither the ftafF 
officers nor women are included in the lift ; from which it 
appears that their number is greater than we had an idea of. 

Major-general Ward and brigader-general Frye are defir- 
ous of leaving the fervice, and, for that purpofe, have rc- 
quefted me to lay the matter before Congrefs, that they may 
be allowed to refign their commiflions. The papers contain- 

Vou I. I ing 
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ing their applications you will herewith receive. They will 
give you a full and more particular information upon the 
fubjcft ; and therefore I fliall take the liberty of referring 
you to them. 

I wotild mention to Congrefs that the commiflary of artil* 
lery (lores has informed me, that whatever powder has beeil- 
fent to this camp has always come without any bill afcertain-' 
ing the number of crffks or quantity. This, it is probable, 
has proceeded from forgetfulnefs or inattention in the per- 
fons appointed to fend it, or the negligence of thofe who? 
brought it, though they have declared otherwife, and that* 
they never had any. As it may in fome meafure prevent 
embezzlements (though I do not fufpeft any to have bceii' 
made), and the commiflary will know what' and how much 
to receive, and be enabled to difcover miftakes if any fhould 
happen, — I (hould be glad if you will direft a bill of parcels' 
to be always fent in future. 

There have been fo many accounts from England, all, 
agreeing that commiflioners are coming to America, to pro- 
pofe terms for an accommodation, as they fay, — that I am 
inclined to think the time of their arrival not very far ofF.— 
If they come to Bofton (which probably will be the cafe if 
they come to America at all) I fhall be under much embark 
raflment refpefting the manner of receiving' them, and the 
mode of-treatment that ought to be ufed. I therefore pray 
that Congrefs will give me diredtions, and point out the line 
of conduft to be purfued, — whether they are to be confidered 
as ambafTadors, and to have a pafs or permit for repairing 
through the country to Philadelphia or to any other placc,-^ 
or whether they are to be reftrained in any and what man* 
ner.— I fhall anxioufly wait their orders, and, whatever they 
are, comply with them literally. 

I have the honor to be, &c, G. W» 



SXR» 
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Sir, CamhridgCy March 27, 1776. 

I Received your favors of the eleventh inftant by 
faturday-night's poft ; and muft beg pardon for not acknow- 
ledging it in my laft of the twenty-fourth. The hurry I 
was then in occafioned the negledj and I hope will apologife 
for it. 

I now.beg leave to inform you that I have juft received in- 
telligence, that the whole of the minifterial fleet, befides 
diree or four (hips, got under way this evening at Nantaiket 
Toadi and were {landing out for fea ; in confequence of 
which, I (hall detach a brigade of fix regiments immediately 
from hence for New-York, under the command of brigadier-* 
general Sullivan (brigadier-general Heath having gone with 
Ac firft) 5 which will be fucceeded by another in 9 day or 
two ; and dire^ly after, I fliaU forward the remainder of the 
army (except four or five regiments which will be left for tak- 
ing care of the barracks and public (lores, and fortifying the 
town, and erefling fuch works for its defence as the honor- 
able general court may think tiecefiary) — ^and follow myfelf. 

Apprehending that general Thomas will (land in need of 
fome artillerifts in Canada, I have ordered two companies of 
the train to march immediately ; and two mortars, with a 
quantity of (hells and (hot, to be fent him.— He fet out on 
the twenty-firfl inftant, 

Inclofed you have a copy of the return of ordnance ftores 
left in Bofton by the enemy. In it are not included the can- 
non left at the caftle, amounting to a hundred and thirty- 
five pieces, as reported, all of which, except a very few, 
they have deftroyed and rendered ufelefs, by knocking off 
the trunnions, and fpiking up* 

I beg leave to tranfmit you the copy of a petition from the 
iphabitants of Nova-Scptia, brought me by * * * efquire, 
mentioned therein, who is now here with an Acadian, From 
this it appears they are in a diftrefTed fituation 5 and, from 
Mx. * * * 's account, are exceedingly apprehenfive that they 

I Z ' will 
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^vill be reduced to the difagreeable alternative of taking ujl 
arms and joining our enemies, or to flee their country, un* 
lefs they can be protedted againft their infults and oppref* 
fions. He fays that their committees think niany falutary 
and valuable confequences would be derived from five dr fix 
hundred men being fent there, as it would not only quiet 
the minds of the people from the anxiety and uneafincfs they 
are now filled with, and enable them to take a part in behalf 
of the colonies, but be the means of preventing tHe Indians 
(of whom^here arc a good many) from taking the fide o£ 
government, and the minifterial troops from getting fuch 
fuppiies of provifions from thence as they have done. 

How far thefe good purpofes would be anfwered if fuch a 
force was fent as they aflc for, is impoflible to. determine in 
^he prefent uncertain ftate of things. For, if the army from 
Bofton is going to Halifax (as reported by them before their 
departure), that or a much more confiderable force would be 
of no avail: — if not, and they poflefs the friendly difpofition 
to our caufe, fuggefted in the petition and declared by Mn 
'* * *, it might be of great fervice, unlefs another body of 
troops fhould be fent thither by adminiftration, too power- 
ful for them to oppofe. It being a matter of fome import- 
ance, I judged it prudent to lay It before Congrcfs for their 
confideration 5 and, requefting their direftion upon the fub- 
jed, fliall only add, if they determine to adopt it, that they 
will prefcribe the number to be fent, and whether it is to be 
from the regiments which will be left here.— I (hall wait ^ 
their decifion, and, whatever it is, will endeavor to have it 
Carried into execution. 

I have the honor to be, &c# G* W- 



SlR^ ttead'^arters^ Cambrid^ej Jpril 1, 1776* 

THIS letter will be delivered you by * * * efquire, 

the gentleman from Nova-Scotia whom I mentioned to you 

in mine of the twenty-feventh ultimot He feemed defirous 

of 
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of waiting on the honorable Congrefs, in order to lay be- 
fore them the ftate of public affairs, and fituation of the in- 
habitants of that province. And, as it might be in his 
power to communicate many things perfonally which could 
not be fp well done by letter, 1 encouraged him in his defign, 
and have advanced him fifty dollars to defray his expenfes. 
The Acadian accompanies him : and, as they feem to be 
folid judicious men, I beg leave to recommend them both to 
the notice of Congrefs ; — and am moft rcfpedtfully, fir, your 
poll obedient, i(g. G. W* 



Sir, Head-Quarter Si Cambridge^ April I, 1776, 

AN exprefs arrived this morning with a letter from 
governor Cooke of Rhode-Ifland, of which the inclofed is 
a copy. In confequence of this^ important intelligence, I, 
immediately difpatched aii exprefs after general Sullivan 
who is on his march to Norwich with fix regiments, and 
V ordered him to file ofi^ to Providence, if he fliouid be fo de- 
fired by governor Cooke, to whom I have wrote on the fub- 
jea. 

General Greene was to have marched this morning with 
five more regiments, by way of Providence- \ have ordered 
him to haften his march for that place ; and hope to colle6l 
a force there, fuillcient to prevent the enemy from effecting 
their purpofe. 

Whether this movenient be only a feint to draw our atten- 
tion from their principal objcft, or not, is at prefent impoflir 
ble to determine. — I momently expeft further intelligence 
from governor Cooke. — If the alarm fliould be well grounded 
I (hall haften to Providence, and make the neceflary difpofi- 
tioiis for their reception, I beg you to affure the honorable 
Congrefs J fiiall exert myfelf to the utmoft to fruftrate the 
dcfigns of the enemy. 

I am fir, your moil obedient, &c. 

G. W. 
13 
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Sir, Cambridge^ ^pril Ay I?!^* 

1 WAS honored with your favors of the twenty-firft 
and twenty-fifth ultimo, on the fecond inftant,— the former , 
by Mr. Hanfon, &c, — ^the latter by Feflenden. I heartily 
wifli the money had arrived fooner, that the militia might 
have been paid as foon as their time of fervice expired. 
The difappointment has given them great uneadnefs, and 
they are gone home much difiatisfied: nor have I been 
without fevere complaints from the other troops on the fame 
account. When I get to New- York, I hope a fufficicnt 
fum will be there, ready to pay every claim. 

It is not in my power to make report of the deficiency of 
arms in compliance with the diredlion of Congrefs at this 
time, as fome of the regiments are at, and moft of the others 
on their march to, New- York 5 nor do I know that it would 
anfwer any good purpofe, if it were, — having made repeated 
applications to the feveral afiemblies and conventions upon the 
fubjeft, and conftantly received for anfwer, that they could 
afford no relief. 

When I arrive at New- York, I fliall, in purfuance of the 
order of Congrefs, detach four batallions to Canada, if the 
fituation of affairs will admit of it ; and fliall be extremely 
happy if they and the troops already there can effefl: the im- 
portant end of their going. 

In my letter of the firft inftant, per poft, I inclofed you a 
copy of a letter from governor Cooke, advifing me of the ar- 
rival of a fliip of war, &c, at and near the harbor of New- 
port. I have now the pleafure to inform you that the report 
was entirely premature, and without any foundation. You 
have a copy of his letter of the firft inftant to this effe6J.-^I 
wifli the alarm had never been given : it occafioned general 
Sullivan and his brigade to make an unneceffary and incon- 
venient diverfion from their route. 

Inclofed is a copy of an account, prefented by the ho- 
norable general court, of >powder furniflied the, continental 

army 
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army by this colony. From the account, it appears that 
part of it was fupplied before the army was under my com- 
mand ; and therefore I know nothing of it ; but have not 
the fmalleft doubt of the juftice of the charge. I (hall leave 
about two hundred barrels of this article with major-general 
Ward, out of which Congrcfs will direft him to make a re- 
turn, if they think proper, — and alfo repayment of what may 
.have been furniflied by the other governments. 

A proclamation of general Howe's, iffued a few days be- 
fore his departure from town, having fallen into my hands, 
I have inclofed you a copy, which' will probably have been 
the occafion of large quantities of goods being carried ^ay, 
and the removal of many perfons, which otherwife would 
not have happened. 

Colonel Warren, paymafter-general, finding the army 
likely to be removed from hence, informed me the other day 
that the fituation of his affairs and engagements "in the buG- 
nefs of the colony are fuch, as to prevent him from per- 
fonally attending the army ; and offered, in cafe it fliould be 
required, to refign. This was rather embarrafTmg. To me 
it appears indifpenfably necefTary that the paymafter-general, 
with his books, fhould be at or near head-quarters. Indeed 
it is ufual for the head of every department in the army, 
however difperfed that army may be, to be vi^ith the com- 
manding general, keeping deputies in the fmaller depart- 
ments. .On the other hand, colonel Warren's merit and 
attachment to the caufe are fuch, that I could do nothing 
lefs than defire (as fome money muft be feft for the pay 
and contingent charges of the army which will remain here), 
he would wait here till Congrefs Ihall be pleafed to give 
.their fentiments upon the matter, — fending in the mean time 
. fome perfon in whom he could confide, with the money, 
but little of which there will be to carry, though great the 
demands, as nine of the regiments which have marched to 
New- York have only received five hundred pounds each, to- 
wards their pay for the months of February and March,-r. 

I 4 ' and 
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and fix others, not a farthing. I hope therefore this matter 
will be confidcred by Congrefs, and the refult tranfmittcd 
me as foon as done. 

I would alfo mention to Congrefs, that the militia regi-s 
ments which were laft called upon, in making up their aW^ 
(Irafts, charged pay, — the officers, from the time they rc« 
ceived orders to raife companies, — and the; privates, from the? 
time they refpefitively engaged to come or were called uponj 
though they did not "march for a confiderable time after,—. 
fome not within three, four, to twenty days, during all 
which, they remained at home about their own private af- 
fairs, without doing any thing elfe than " preparing for the 
march," as they fay by way of plea. This appeared to mc; 
fo exceedingly unreafonable, and fo contrary to juilice, that 
the public fhould pay for a longer time than from the day of 
their march to that of their return, that I ordered the ab- 
ftrafts to be made out accordingly, and refufed to give^ 
warrants on any other terms. They fay that the enlifting 
orders, which went out from their governments, give them 
the pay they claim. The fa£l: may be that fomething in 
thefe may feem to authorife it : but I muft fubmit it to Con- 
grefs, and wifh for their decifion, whether the continent 
muft pay it.— -I am, with great efteem, &c. G. W^ 

P. S.I fhallfet off to-day. 



Sir, New-Terky Jpril 15, 1776,^ 

I AM now to inform you that on the fourth inftant 
I fet out from Cambridge, and arrived here on faturday laft. 
I came through Providence, Norwich, and New-London,- in 
order to fee and expedite the embarkation of the troops. 
The third brigade, under the command of general Greene,. 
was at New-1-.ondon when I left it, where there was a fuffi- 
cient number of tranrports to embark them,~and moft pro- 
bably would have arrived here before this, had it not been 
for a fevcre ftorm which happened the night they failed, 

which 



OFFICIAL LETTERS. m 

ifprliich difperfed them, and, I fear, has done them Tome in- 
jury. . ^ 

Generar Spencer, with the laft brigade, marched from 
•Roxbury the day I left Cambridge, and would be at New-. 
London, ready to embark in the i^eturn tranfports which 
brought general Sullivan's divlfion to this place. The whole 
pf the troops may he reafonably expefted here in the courfe 
9f this week- The badnefs of the roads, and difficulty of 
procuring teams for bringing the ftores, baggage, &c, have 
greatly prolonged their arrival at this place. 

I have not had time, fince I came, to. look fully about 
xne J but find many works of defence begun, and fome finifli- 
cd. The troops are much difperfed, — ^fome on Long- * 
Ifland, others on Staten-Ms^nd, &c. 

I have ordered four batallions from hence to. Canada, and 
Ztn. taking meafures to have them foipwarded to Albany by 
vater with all poffible expedition. This will greatly ex- 
pedite their arrival, and eafe the men of much fatigue. I 
have wrote general Schuyler of their coming, that he may 
have neceflary meafures taken to hurry their march to gene- 
iral Thomas. 

I am informed by general Putnam that the militia, that 
were called in for the fupport of this town in cafe the mini- 
fterial army had arrived before our troops, are all difcharged, 
it being unneceflary to keep them longer. 

All the fhips of war, befides the Afia, moved out of this 
harbor on faturday, and the Afia yefterday ; fome of which 
are now below the Narrows, and the reil gone to fea. 

Your favor of the tenth inftant, by major Sherburne, di- 
Tefted to general Putnam or the commanding officer here, 
came to hand on faturday evening, with three boxes of money, 
which I (hall deliver the paymafter as foon as he arrives, and 
tranfmit you his receipt for the fame. 

Having received information from hence before my de- 
parture from Cambridge, that thirty pieces of heavy cannon 
were wanting, and cflcntially neceflary for the defence of 

this 
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this place, in addition to thofe already here, — ^I took the li^ 
berty of applying to admiral Hopkins whom I faw at New* 
London, for that number, with the mortars and ftores he 
brought from Providence, — a lift of which he had trant- 
mitted you. He told me, that, as many were wanting for 
the defence of Providence river and the harbor at New- 
London, it was uncertain whether I could have all I wanted ; 
but that he would fend me all that could be fpared. 

I have not been able to get a return of the troops fincc I 
came :— as foon as I do, I will fend it you. 

I am, fir, with great refpeft, &c. G. W. 



Sir, , . New-rork, Jprll 1 8, 1776. 

PERMIT me, through you, to convey to the honor- 
able Congrefs the fentiments of gratitude I feel for the high 
honor they have done me in the public mark of approbation 
contained in your favor of the fecond inftant, which came 
to hand laft night* I beg you to aflure them that it will 
ever be my higheft ambition to approve myfelf a faithful 
fervant of the public ; and that, to be in any degree inftru- 
mental in procuring to my American brethren a reftitution 
of their juft rights and privileges, will conftitutc my chief 
happinefs. 

Agreeable to your requeft, I have communicated, in gene- 
ral orders, to the officers and foldiers under my command, 
the thanks of Congrefs for their good behavior in the fer- 
vice ; and am happy in having fuch an opportunity of doii^ 
juftice to their merit. They were indeed, at fir ft, " a band 
of und'ffciplined hujhandmcn :" but it is (under God) to, their 
bravery and attention to their duty that I am indebted for 
that fuccefs which has procured me the only reward I wifh 
to receive, — the afFcftion and efteem of my countrymen. 

The medal, intended to be prefented to me by your ho- 
norable body, I ftiall carefully preferve as a memorial of 
th^ir regard. I beg leave to return you, fir, my warmeft 

thanks 
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'thanks for the polite manner in which you have been plcafed 
to exprefs their fentiments of my conduft ; and am, with 
Cnccre eftcem and rcfpeft, fir, yours and their moft obe- 
dient and moft humble fervant, G. W, 



Sill, NeW'Torkf jfpril 19, 1776. 

I HAVE this moment received a letter from general 
Schuyler, containing inclofures of a very important nature, 
copies of which, I imagine, are contained in the inclofed let- 
ter to you, which I thought it my duty immediately to for- 
ward by exprefs, that they may be laid before the honorable 
Congrefs, and proper meafures pi^rfued to prevent the fatal 
cffefts which are therein apprehended. For my own part, 
1 have done my utmoft to forward the four regiments order- 
ed by Congrefs : but a variety of incidents have hitherto con- 
ipired to prevent their embarkation. The men had fcarcely 
recovered themfelves from the fatigues of their march from 
Bofton, and are quite unprovided with neceflaries. The co- 
lonels of the regiments, though repeatedly called upon for 
that purpofe, had neglefted making out the abftrafls for 
their pay. All obftacles however are now removed ; and I 
hope to begin the embarkation this day. Indeed it would 
have been beft, in my opinion, to have fent the regiments, 
raifed in this province and New-Jerfey, upon that fervicc, 
had not the peculiar circumftances under which they were 
raifed prevented it. By the terms of their enliftment, they 
are to ferve during the war, and at five dollars per month, 
on condition (as I am informed) that they fliall not be fent 
cut of thofe provinces. Befides, they are very ill provided 
with arms, fome companies not having any. It muft be a 
great burden upon the continent to keep fuch a number of 
ufelefs men in pay : and yet, if they ftiould be difmifled, and 
an unexpefted fupj^ly of arms ftiould arrive, it may be found 
very difficult to replace them. 

The ofljcers of the feveral corps that have arrived here 
9 have 
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have been fobnfily employed in fixing their men in quart^x% 
that I have not yet been able to procure an exafl: return of 
their numbers. Some are yet behind. As foon as the whole 
are coUefled, I (hall order the proper returns, and tranfinit 
them to Congrefs. 

You will pkafe to notice what colonel Hazen fays of the 
difpofition of the Indians. In my opinion, it will be impof? 
fible to keep them in a ftatc of neutrality* They muft, and„ 
no doubt, foon will take* an a£tive part either for or againft 
ms : and I fubmxt it to the confideration of Congrefs, whe* 
ther it would not be beft immediately to engage them on our 
fide, and to ufe our utmoft endeavors to prevent their minds 
being poifoned by minifterial emiflaries, which will ever be 
the cafe while a king^s garrifon is fufFered to remain in 
their country. Would it not therefore be advifable to fend 
a fuSicient force from the back counties of Eennfylvania, to 
take pofleflion of the garrifons of Niagara and Detroit? 
This, I think, might eafily be efFeded, and would anfwer 
the moft f^lutary purpofes. The Seneca Indians, who h;^ye 
hitherto appeared friendly to us, might be ufefuUy employed 
in this bufinefs. 

I am in hopes moll of the difficulties mentioned in colonel 
Hazen's letter wiU be obviated by the appearance of the rc- 
fpeftable committee of Congrefs in Canada,, and the forces 
that have been and will be fent there. The fecurity of that 
country is of the utmoil importance to us. This cannot be 
^one fo effeclually by conqueft, as by taking ftrong hold of 
the afFeftions and confidence of the inhabitants. It is to be 
lamented that any conduft of the continental troops fbould 
tend to alienate their afFeftions from us. 

The honorable Congrefs will be able to judge from the 
papers fent them by general Schuyler, and the information 
they may receive of the defigns of the enemy^^ whether it is 
expedient to fend a further reinforcement to Canada. If 
fuch fhould be their determination, I ftand ready to execute 
6 their 
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Him orders ; and am, with refpefl:, fir, your moft obedient^ 
liiimble fervant, G. W. 

Inclofed IS a return of the four regiments ordered to Ca- ^ 
tiada ; bcfides which, there will be two rifle companies, a 
company of artificers, and two artillery- men, all under the 
command of brigadier-general Thompfon. 



Sir, Neiv-Terkj jtprii 22, 1 776. 

I WAS this day honored with the receipt of your fa- 
Vor of the twentieth inftant. I have now the pleafure to ac- 
quaint you that the four regiments defigned for Canada em- 
barked yefterday with a fair wind for Albany, una'er the 
command of colonels Greaton, Patterfon, Bond, and Poor; 
bcfides which, there was a company of riflemen,^ a company 
of artificers, and two engineers, — the whole commanded by 
brigadier-general Thompfon. 

I have repeatedly mentioned to the honorable Congrefs 
the diftrefsful Ctuation we are in for want of arms.— 
With much pains and difficulty I got mod of the regiments 
from the eaftward tolerably well furniflied 5 but find the 
York regiments very badly provided. Colonel Ritzema's 
has fcarcely any : and yet thefe men, being enlifted during 
the war, and at five dollars per month, ought not (in my 
judgment) to be difcharged 5 as we find it almoft as difficult 
"to get men, as arms. This is a matter of fome importance, 
which 1 fhould be glad to receive the particular opinion of 
Congrefs upon. 

Mr. Baldwin is one of the affiftant engineers ordered to 
Canada. He is indeed a very ufefiil man in his depart* 
ment, but declined the fervice, on account of his pay, which 
he fays is inadequate to his fupport. In order to induce 
him to continue, I promifed to reprefent his cafe to Con- 
grefs; and would recommend an increafe of his pay, and 
that he fhould have the rank of lieutenant-colonel, of which 
he is very deferving, I beg leave therefore to recommend 

him 
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him to the Congre^^ and that they would make provifioft> 
for him accordingly. 4 

A few cjays ago, application was made to me by the com» 
mittee of fafety for this colony, for an exchange of prifoners. 
For the particulars I beg leave to refer you to their letter* a 
copy of which you have inclofed. As there is a {landing;; 
order of Congrefs that no failors or fbldiers (hall be exchao* 
ged for citizens, I did not incline to comply with the requeft 
without the particular dire£lion of Congrefs: but I bav4^ 
been Cnce informed that the prifoners, mentioned in the 
committee's letter as citizens, are really feamen taken from 
private veffels, but not in arms. How far this may alter thc- 
cafe, or how far the reafons which induced the Congrefs to 
pafs the refolve above-mentioned may ftill exifl:, muft be left 
to their determination* 

The militia, who, on my application, were ordered to this 
place to keep poffeflion until I (hould arrive with the conti-* 
nental forces, were obliged to return home without their 
pay, as there was not then money fufficient in the treafury 
for that purpofe, and to anfwer the exigencies of the army. 
This occafioned great uneafinefs among them, and may be 
attended with very bad confequences in cafe we fhould have 
occafion for their fervicc on any future emergency. I there- 
fore beg the Congrefs would make provifion for their pay, 
and point out particularly, whether it is to be done by the 
commander of the continental forces, or by the provincial 
aflemblies or conventions from whence they are fent- 

As the time for which the riflemen enlifted will expire oa 
the firft of July next, and as the lofs of fuch a valuable and 
brave body of men will be of great injury to the fervice^ I 
would fubmit it to the confideration of Congrefs, whether it 
would not be bed to adopt fome method to induce them 
to continue. They are indeed a very ufeful corps: but I 
need riot mention this, as their importance is already well 
known to the Congrefs. It is neceffary they flioujd pay an 

^arly 
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early attention to this matter, as we know from pad cxpe-* 
rience that men are very' flow in re-enlifting. 

When 1 had the honor of feeing admiral Hopkins at New- 
London, he reprefented to me the weak ftate of his fleet, oc« 
caGoned by (icknefs and the damage he received in his en- 
gagement with the enemy ; and requefjted I would fparc 
him two hundred men to aflift him in a defign he had form- 
ed of attacking Wallace. This I readily confented to ; and 
the men are to be returned as foon as the fervice i$ per- 
formed. 

I wiih it was in my power at prefent to furniQi general 
Lee with the companies of artillery he defires. — I have al- 
ready fent two companies to Quebec ; and I have not yet 
been able to procure a return of thofe that are here. I ex- 
peft colonel Knox every moment, and fliall then be able to 
determine whether any can be fpared from hence. Blankets 
we are in great want of, ourfelves ; and it was with great 
difficulty a few could be procured for the riflemen that were 
ordered for Canada. 

I inclofe you Mr. Winthrop's receipt for two hundred 
thoufand dollars brought fome time ago from Philadelphia 
by major Sherburne, which you will pleafe to deliver to the 
continental treafurers. 

On my arrival here, I found that Mr. Livingfton had been 
appointed by the provincial Congrefs a commifliary, to fur- 
nifli the continental troops ilationed in this city with provi- 
fions. I fuppofe this was done becaufe there was no conti- 
nental commiflary then on the fpot. Mr. Livingfion ftill 
claims aright of furnifliing all the troops but thofe lately 
arrived from Cambridge. Mr. Trumbull is now here : and, 
as I confider him as the principal in that office, I (hould be 
glad to know whether any part of the continental troops is 
to be f urnilhed by any other than their commifTary-generaK 
I muil needs fay, that to me it appears very inconCilent, and 
muft create great coufuflon in the accounts as weJil as ia the 
cpntrafts.— I intended to havq laid before Congrefs the 

imouiit 
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amount of the rations, as fuppHed by colonel Trumbult 
and Mr. Livingfton ; and called upon thofe gentlemen td 
fumi(h me with a feparate eftlmatc foi that purpofe. Colo* 
nel Trumbull has given me his, by which it appears he fup-* 
plies the ffoops at eight pence and one third per ration, t 
not have ^yet received any from Mr. Livingfton ; but am in* 
formed his contraft is at ten pence half- penny. The dif* 
ference is immenfe, as it will amount to no lefs than two 
hundred pounds per day, for twenty thoufand men. It ir 
indeed to be confidered that Mr. Livingfton's contraft is, in- 
cluding every other charge ; and that to Mr. Trumbull's 
muft be added ftore-hire, clerks, and every other- contingent 
cxpenfe. But even then it will not amount to fo much as 
Mr. Livingfton's, by a penny per ration, which, in the grofs^ 
will be fomething very confiderable. 1 thought it my duty^^ 
without prejudice or partiality, to ftate the matter fairly to 
Congrefs, that they might take fuch order upon it as tO 
Ihem (hall feem neceiTary. I cannot however, in juftice to 
Mr. Trumbull, help adding that he has been iridefatigabid 
in fupplying the army ; and I believe, from his connexions 
in New-England, is able to do it on as good ternis as any^ 
perfon in America. 

The feveral matters contained in the foregoing, I muil 
beg the early attention of Congrefs to ; and that I may b^ 
favored with an anfwer as foon as poffible. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G» W* 



SiRi New-Tor k, Jprll 23, 177 6* 

IN a letter which I had the honor to receive from 
Congrefs fome confiderable time ago, they were pleafed to 
aikwhat rank aides-de-camp bore in the army? from whence 
I concluded that they had adverted to the extraordinary 
trouble and confinement of thofe gentlemen, with a view to 
make them an adequate allowance'. But nothing being fince 
done or faid of the matter, I take the liberty, — unfolicited by, 

and 
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tihA ilhVnown ta ttiy aWcs-d(^-camp,-^to infirfm your honor- 
abte hoif thaf fheit pif is not by any means equal to t&cir 
trouble and confinement. 

No ][)eTron "^flics more to fave money to Ae public jtsSiah 
Z do : and no perfon has aimed more at it. But there arc 
Ibine fcafes in which parfimony may be ill placed ^ -and tliis I 
take to be one. Aides-de-camp are perfons in whom entire 
confidence muft be placed: it requires men of abilities to 
execute the duties with propriety and difgatch, where there 
k fuch a multiplicity of bufmefs, as mtift attend the com- 
m^ttdtef-in-chiei' bf ftxch arti army as oaifs : and perfuaded t 
krt, that nothing biit the zeal of tifiofc" gehtldfAen' (whd Jxvt 
Vfith me, ind aft in this capacity) for the gtc^i Arrtetlcah 
cattfb,— and perfonalattachment to me,— ^has induced chem 
t6 undergo the trouble and confinenieilt they have expe- 
rieiiced fince they have become members of my family. 

I g{ve into no kind of amtifemeftts myfelf ; and tonfe- 
qucfiffy thofc aibout tti6 can have iioti^, but are ceilfined 
frbm mot niftg till eve', hearing afnd afifveeriftg the applica- 
tions and letters of dtie and another, Avhich will now, t cx- 
pefl:, receive a pretty confiderabie addition, as the bufinefs 
of the northern and eaftern departments (if I continue here) 
muft, I fuppofe, pafs through my hands. If thefe gentle- 
men had the fame relaxation from duty as other officers 
have in their common routine, there would not be fo much 
in it. But, to have the mind always upon the ftretch, — 
fcarce ever unbent, — and no hours for recreation, — ^makes a 
material odds»' Knowing this^ and at the fame time how 
inadequate the pay is, I can fcarce find inclination to impofe 
the necelfary duties of their office upon them. To what I 
have here faid, this further remark may be made, and is a 
ftiatter of no fmall concernment to me, and, in its confe- 
qi^ences, to the public ;— and that is, that, while the duty is 
hard and the pay fmall, it is not to be wondered at, if 
there (hould be found a promptnefs in them to feek prefer- 
ihefttVor in me to do juftice to them by facilitating their 
■ Vol. I. K • views ; 
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views ; by which means I muft lofe their aid when they 
have it mod in their power to aflift me. — ^Influenced by 
thefe motives, I have taken the liberty of laying the matter 
fully, and with all due deference, before your honorabte 
body, not doubting it$ meeting with a patient hearing. 
I am, fir, with the greateft refpe£i, &c. G* W» 



Sir, NeW'Torkj Jprll 23, 1 77§# 

THAT r might be in readinefs to take the field in 
the fpring, and prepared for any fervice Congrefs fhoold 
think proper to fend me upon, this campaign, — I defired co- 
lonel Reed, when he left Cambridge in the fall, to get me 
a fet of camp equipage, tents, and a baggage-waggon, made 
at Philadelphia under his own infpe£kion, and fent tome* 
This, he informs me, is now done, and ready to come on. I 
have therefore to beg the favor of Congrefs, through you, to 
order payment of them from the treafury, as it will favc the 
expenfe and hazard of a remittance from hence, where we 
Hand much in need of every farthing we have. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W« 



Sir, NeW'Tork^ April 2S^ 1776. 

t Received by lad-evening's poft a letter from Joihua 
Wcntworth, efquire, ef Portfipouth, whom I had appointed 
agent for our little fleet in that province. It is dated the 
fifteenth inftant ; an extraft from which I have the honor of 
tranfmbing for your perufal. 

•*• The third inftant, commodore Manly brought in the 
brigahtiric Elizabeth, one of the third divifion which failed 
from Nantaiket, with a valuable cargo of Englifh goods, and 
a few hbgflicads of rum and fugar, by a Mr. J * * *, who 
was paffenger, part freighter, and a very tory. Suppofe rfic 
cargo worth twenty thoufand pounds fterling. Thofe goods^ 
are, the greater part, owned by the late inhabitants of Bofton, 

^nd 
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dn4 byipme that were inhabitants wbexv the troppsj^ft it,—*. 
the reftdue.by this Mr.. J * * *, and other? of the X^me caft. 
The coippligate ftate of this prize required my in(i{iiediate 
fd^ing off for Bofton, expecSting I might find fome dire£iio^s 
for my goremment there ; when I waited on general Ward, 
who was obliging enough to give me his opinion (but not 
able to diredt, having received no inftru£lions to the point) 
that the veffel and cargo mull be libelled, and a dividend to 
the captors would follow, of all fuch goods as might b^ le« 
gaily claimed by the friends to America ; and thofe/that were 
the property of them inimical, might be decreed. forfeited*. 
Upon further inquiry, I was informed a refglv?. pgfled in. 
Coogrefs that all veffels and goods, retaken previous to a 
condemnation by a Britifli court of admiralty, were liable to 
a partial^ decree (by every colony judge) to the captors,-r-. 
not more dian one-thirdj nor lefs than one-fourth* The 
prefent prize falls under this refolve : and any other, that 
{makes the] property of our internal enemies liable to a full 
cpnfifcation, may be neceffary for my government : therefore 
(hall be much obliged by your full direction of this capture, 
and a copy of the continental refolves thereon. This brig^« 
tine is owned by a Mr. Richard Hart of this town, taken on 
her return from the Weft Indies laft Odober, and carried 
into Boftoti, not condemned. The rum on board are feven- 
teen hog(heads,-^and four of fugar, not removed out of her 
from the time of capture. The other cargo was in ge« 
neral ftolen by virtue of general Howe's proclamation 
(which undoubtedly you have feen) appointing one C * * * 
B * * * fuperintendant, who, by the way, was taken in 
the. prize, and is now confined in the MaiTachufetts colony, 
with Mr. J * * * and fundry others, by order of the general 
court to whom general Ward delivered them. 

♦* There were a fergeant and twelve privates of the fourth, 
or-^king's own regiment, taken prifoners on boards with the 
others, making IJxtyi-three fouls. * ♦ * , 

". There appeared, from the pillage of this cargp by many; 
Ka ■*" ''■ of 
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of the paflengers, the property was in him who could ftcreC 
the moil. For, when examining the chefts and bedding dt 
the prifoners, I found great quantity of goods thiit they 
had collefted while on board, which Were takfen oUt of 
Warehoufes without packing, and hove promifctloufly oh 
board the vefffel. Even the fdilots had provided for thcit 
difpofal at pleafure. In fafl:, the ddftrudiibn- bf ptopferty^ 
under cove* of general Howe's proclamation, is unpardUd* 
ed. * * * 

** I am now difcharging the cargo, as it is in a perifhing 
fttiiation ; and, wheil feledled, and the regular courfc pur-. 
fued through the admiralty, (hall advertife agreeable to, his 
exc)cll«ncy*s inftrufltions to general Ward, ^ho Was obliging 
enough to give me an abftra£l. 

'< The ^eneVal tourt of this province, fihdirig i JiffldUrty 
In making St code of laws for the admiralty-fcotttt, did libt 
complete that inftitution their laflr feflioii^ when they ad* 
journed to June; which lapfe of time ivill tiot adAiIt my 
facilitating the difpofal of the prires undei^ rhy care, fo eaHy 
as, I could wifli, fot the fafety of part of the liltereft of the 
Sufanna's Cargo, viz. the porter, which I fe^r may be fj^il- 
ed by lying fo long, — it hot having equal body to that i:k>m* 
mohly imported for fale j—which induces me to defire your 
direftion for a difpofal of that article either at jprivate- or 
public fale.'* 

That, fir, is an exaft copy of part of Mr. Wentworth^s 
letter to Mr. Moylan. I now requeft you will pleafe to di- 
reft me, in what manner I fliall ihftruft the agent reli)e£Hhg 
the complicated cargo, and whether he hiay be empowered 
to difpbfe of the porter or any other articles on board the 
prizes " under his care, which the delay of eftablifliing the 
court of admiralty may make liable to perifti, 
■ I have hot yet heard that there has bden any trial of ttc 
prizes carried into Maflachufetts-Bay. This procfaftihation 
is attended with very bad confequences. Some of the veflels t 
had fitted out- are now laid up; the ctews being diiratisfied 

that 
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ttiat tkey cannot get their pri^a-money. I have tired the 
Congrcfs upon this fubjed: but the importance of it makes 
me ^igain mention, that, if a fummary way of proceeding isi 
nqt refolyed on, it will be impoflible to get our veflels man- 
ned. I muft alfo mention to you, fir, that captain Manly. 
auid bis crew s^re defirous to know when they may expisft 
d\e}r part of the value of thp ordnance (lores taken laft falL 
Tl^cy arc finxious to know, wh^t the amount may be. .As the. 
inv^ntpry pf that c^rgo is i^ ih.c hands qf Congtefe, I woul^ 
bmnbly fubpait it to'them, whether 4 valuation. tJjsreQffJiowl^^ 
xjQt; bq m4dje, and the captors* dividend. b^..p£n5iitfpd then} as 
fqqnus poflible. It will give them fpiritj^i^4 ^^courage th^m 
to be alert in looking out for other prizes. . 
T S.CYPT^1 o^qers belonging to the regiments raifed in theife 
middle colonies, inform me t^at their mpn (notwithitanding 
tjbcir agreement) begin to murmur at the diftioftion of pay 
x}^949 between them.and the regiments from the eaftward. 
Ii^oul4. ,be glad that the Congrefs. would attend to this in 
time, left it may get to fuch a pitch a3 wiU make it difficult 
tfi f^pprefs. They argue that they perform the fame dutyj^ 
undergo the fame fatigue, and receive five dollars, when the 
Cfiftern regiments receive fix dollars and two-thirds per 
month. For my own part,, I wifli they were all upon the 
fi^nate-foqting : for, if the Britifli army will not face this way^ 
it .will be neceffary to detach ^ great pare pf 9ur troops.: ia 
that cafe, I would, for many reafons, be ibrfy there iho^Id 
be ^ny diftinfibions of regime^its that are ^U in the pay of 
the Pnited Colonies- , . . - -^ 

'JThe deficiency of arms (in the New- York regimentsjsfe 
pecially) is very great. If I am rightly informed, there arfi 
fcarce as many in colonel Ritzema's regiment as will arin 
one company. — Can the Congrefs remedy this evil ? If they 
can^ there {hayld fiot a moment be loft in effi^fking it, as 
our ftrength at prefent is, in reality, on paper only. Should 
we think of difpharging thofe men who are without arms, 
the remedy would be worfe than the difeafe : for, by vigor- 

K 3 o\is 
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OU8 exertions, I hope arms may be procured ; and I well 
know that the raifing men is exceeding difEcuIt, efpecially 
to be engaged during the continuance of the war, which i$ 
the footing on which colonel Ritzema^s regiment is cn« 
gaged. 

^pril 7.6. ^I had wrote thus far before I was honpr<» 

ed with your favor of the twenty-third inftant. In. obe- 
dience to the order therein contained, I have direded fix 
regiments more for Canada, which will embark^ as foon as 
veflels and other necefTaries can be provided. Thefe regi- 
nients will be commanded by general Sullivan. I (hall give 
him inftrufliions to join the forces in that country under gcr 
peral Thomas, as foon as poffible. 

With refpea to fetiding more troops to that country, I 
am really at a lofs what to advife, as it is impoflible at prc- 
fcnt to know the defigns of the enemy. Should they fend' the 
whole force under general Howe up the river St. Laurence' 
to relieve Quebec and recover Canada, the troops gone ani 
now going will be infufficient to flop their progrefs : and 
fhould they think proper to fend that or an equal force this 
way from Great Britain for the purpofe of pofleffing this 
city and fecuring the navigation of Hudfon's river, the 
troops left here will not be fufficient to oppofe them : and yet^ 
for any thing we know, I think it not improbabk they may 
attempt both, — both being of the greateft importance to 
to them,— if they have men. 

I could wilh indeed that the army in Canada fiiould be 
more powerfully reinforced : at the fame time I am coh- 
feious that the trutling this important poft (which is now 
become the grand magazine of America) to the handful 
of men remaining here, is running too great a rifle. The fe- 
curing this poft and Hudfon's river is to us alfo of fo great 
importance, that I cannot at prefent advife the fending any 
more troops from hence:— on the contrary, the general of- 
ficers now here, whom I thought it my duty to conftilt, 
think it abfolutely necefiary to increafe the army at this 
' - place 



OFFICIAL LETTERS. _. 13^ 

place with at lead ten thoufand men, efpecially when it is 
confidered, that, from this place only, the army in Canada 
mufl draw its fupplies of ammunition, provifions, andj moft 
probably, of men; and that all reinforcements caft be/feht^ 
from hence much eafier than from any other place. — By the 
inclofed return, you will fee the (late of the army here, arid 
that the number of effe£iive men is far ihort of what the 
Congrefs muft have expe£ted. 

I have found it neceflary to order colonel Dstyton's regi« 
ment from New*Jerfey to jmarch as one of the fix to Cana« 
da: wherefore I muft recommend it to Congrefs to order 
two companies of one of the, regiments ftill in Pennfylvania 
to march to Cape-May, which can be done much foOner : 
for, had this deftination of that regiment hot taken place, it 
would have been very inconvenient to have detached two 
companies from it to that place j as the march would (ac« 
cording to lord Stirling's and other accounts) have been at 
leaft two hundred miles from Amboy, and they muft have 
pafled within twenty miles of Philadelphia, there being no 
prafticable road along the fea^coaft of New-Jerfey for their 
baggage to have pafled. " , . 

Dr. Potts, who is bearer hereof, was, I underftand, ap- 
pointed diredior of the hofpital for thefe middle colonies : 
but the army being removed, with the general hofpital, from 
the eaftward, does in courfe Supercede him. He is inclined 
to go to Canada, where he may be very ufefulj^if a'pcrfon 
is not already .appointed fpr that department. ■r-''t would 
humbly beg leave to afk the Congrefs whether, in^^all thefe 
appointments, it would not be beft to have but one chief, tfQ 
whom all the others (hould be fobordinate. 

I have the honor tp be, Sec. " ^ G. ^V". 

Sir, . . , ., ,^^wyTfitk^Jfri7'^^ if2(>* 

I MEAN, through you, to dp.myfelf the4)0j\ox.of 

.laying"^ before. Congrefs a copy. of an addrefs tranfmitt^d 

ti^em fbnae time ago by the aflembly of IUiQde^Iilaod,^whii;h 

K 4 governor 
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governoif Cooke favored me with in the nionth ef January » 
zt the fame time lequefting me to intjsreft myfelf ia pro-* 
curing a body of forces on the continental eitabliflimeot^ for 
the defence of that colony. I doubt tot but the addrefs and; 
tiie fubje£): of it haye had tlie attention and coniideratioo.^ 
Congrefs before now. But if they have n0t decided upon &c^ 
lin^tter^ I would beg leave to mention that! have made iiujutvf 
into the (ituation and condition df the polony, and find it iq he 
as' ftated in the addrefs ; and, wkh all deference to the opinidn 
of Congrefsy conceive it hi^^yseeefTary apd expediehtthafc 
they (hould. adopt fomc.meafurea fof relieving their diftrefiv 
and granting the aid prayed for. The importance of it: ta 
the chain of the uniDn,-Trits exteniive fea-coad, affording 
harbors for our fhipping and veflels, at the fame time pX'^ 
poiing and fubje£fcmg the inhabitants to the ravages and d^ 
predations of our endmies,-'^the zeal and attachment which 
it has ihewn, and which Aill aduates it) towards the^om^^ 
mon caufe^-^-^eir incapacity to pay a fufficient number of 
men for its defence, {hould they be able to furnifh them af^' 
1»r fo many engaged in other fervices ;-<rthefe9 and manyr 
other reafons which are too obvious to be mentioned, ple^ 
powerfully for , the notice and attention of Congrefs, and 
feem to me to iciaim their fuppo^t. 

Having thus ftated the* matter to Congrefs for their eonfi-t 
deration, agreeable to my promife to governor Cooke when 
I had the honor of feeing himtm my way here,-^ fiiall leave 
it with them, not doubting but they will duly weigh its im* ^ 
portance, and give fuch aiiiftance as they may think reafon- 
able and jfbft.-rrWJiat they chiefly wifli for is that the troops 
they have raifed may be taken into continental pay, and 
commanding officers appointed by Ccmgrefs. 

J have the honor to be, &<;. G* W. 



Slk, 
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*lt, N(iU'Xork, Msjf^f X776. 

I AM ho09rQ4 wi(h your favor pf the thirtieth iliUI* 
910, ;in4 ojbferve wl^al Cppgrefs have ^pne r^fpedluig thfi 
ii:ttlemeixt of the p^yma(^er's accauint^ This feems ^xpe«f 
pedient, as he is ou( of ofl^, axid^ I a^n certaini will }38 ;^t<- 
t^aded with but little if any ^&c^lty ; npthing more being 
pjepefl^ry, th^n tp cpp^pjare ^ w^pfJUiU with his debjts, and 
(he receipts he has givci\, with his credits. I wifh every 
gther fettlement as eafy, and ^at ^ coxpipittee was appoint^ 
^ to e^^amine and a^dit the accounts upon which the war<« 
r^nts are founded, particularly thqfe of ^ quarter-mafter 
^[i4 comipiflary general^* They are long and pf high 
^^ff^^t^ confiftiog of a variety pf ^arges,— of courfe more 
intpC|Ue> — and yrill require time and, an exuaordinary degree 
g{| gttentioQ tp adjfiQ; ^nd liquidate in a proper manner*-^ 
Uppn this fobje^y I did myfelf the houor to .write you ^ 
cqaiiderable tim^e ago* > 

* leaving bad feveral complaints from .the officers in the 
faftern regiments who have been and are engaged in recruit-- 
ing, about the ej^penfe attending it, and for which they have 
never yet been allowed any thing, though the officers i^ 
thefe governments have, as I am informed|r— I {hall be glad 
to know whether the allowance of. ten (IiillingQ, granted to 
the officers for every man enlifted, by .the refoly.e of Cp^« 
gjrefs in [January]^ is general and indifcriminate, or con- 
fined to the middle diftrifts. — ^^f general, muft I have retro- 
fpefl: to the time of the refolve, and p^y fpr the fervices 
finpe, or only fpr future enli(lmeuts ? 
• In a letter I wrote to Congrcfs tlie twenty-fifth of Decem- 
ber, \ inclofed one J had received from Jacob Bailey, efquire, 
about opening a road from Newbury to Canada. I have re- 
ceived another of the fifteenth ultimo ; and, from his account 
$U2d the intelligence I have from others upon inquiry, I have 
po doubt of the prafticability of the meafure ; and am well 
(nforjned that the diftance will be confiderably fhortened, in- 

fomuch 
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fomuch that our people going from any part of the New* 
England goyernments caftward of Conncaicut-riycr, to Ca- 
nada, or returning from thence home, trill perform their 
march in five or fix days lefs time than by coming or gotng 
any way now ufed. Add to this that the road may be fo con- 
du^cd (as it is faid) as to go to the river Miffifque, from 
whence the water-carriage to St. John's is good, except forty 
odd miles,— or be carried fo far to the northward, as to keep 
dear of the lakes altogether, and afibrd an eafy pafs into 
Canada at all feafons. The advantage refulting from this 
toute being fo great and important, I have advanced colonel 
Bailey two hundred and fifty pounds to begin with, and di- 
reftcd him to execute his plan. No doubt it will requirt z 
confiderable advance to accompIiOi it 2 but that will be fbon 
funk. The expenfe faved, by taking ofi^ fix days' pay and 
provifions from the foldiers returning to the eaftem go* 
Tcmments at the expiration of this campaign, will be ahnoft 
if not more than equal to the charge incurred in opening it» 
If not,— tas in all probability there will be often 9 neccffity ' 
for fending detachm^ts of oui^ troops to Canada from thofe 
governments, and for others tp return, it will fooa be re- 

By a letter from general Schuyler, of the twenty-feventh 
ultimo, I find general Thompfon and his brigade were at 
Albany ; — general Sullivan with the laft (except three or four 
companies of colonel Wayne's regiment, not yet come) is 
embarked and gone, and probably will be foon there. I 
am apprehenfive, from general Schuyler's account, that they 
will not proceed with the wifhed-for expedition, owing tp a 
difficulty in getting teams and provender for cattle neccflary 
to carry their baggage, and a fcarcity of bateaux at tl>e 
lakes for fo large a number, though he Js taking the utmoft 
pains to procure them. Should they be ftopped for any 
time, it will be exceedingly unfortunate, as their going from 
bence has weakened us here much, and our array in Canada 
will not be ftrengthened^ ... i^ ..•..,. • 

I have 
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1 have font with die lad brigade fixty barrels of powdert 
and other (lores and intrenching tools^ a fupply being afked 
for \ alfo the chain for a boom at the narrows of Richelieu^ 
and the three boxes of money brought by Mr. Hanfon ; and 
have wrote to general Schuyler to have the boom fixed as 
foon as poflible. — ^Tbe commiflary too has forwarded about 
eight hundred barrels of pork^ and is in expeflation of a 
further quantity from Conne£ticut> which will go on with* 
out (lopping here. 

' As the magazine from whence the northern and eaftcni 
armies will occafionally receive fupplies of powder will pro** 
bably be here, and our dock is low and inconfiderable, being 
much reduced by the fixty barrels fent to Canada^ I (hall be 
glad to have a quantity immediately forwarded. Our (tores 
fhould be great : for if the enemy make an attack upon the 
fbwn, or attempt to go up the North-river, the expenditure 
will be very con(]derable. Money too is much wanted :— 
the regiments that are paid have only received to the firft of 
'April) except thofe of Peniifylvania and Jerfey which are 
gone to Canada : they are paid to the Ia(l of April. By a 
letter from general Ward, I find his ched is jud exhauded ; 
the^money which tvas left with him for the payment of the 
five regiments at Bodon and Beverly being almod expended 
by large draughts in favor of the commifTary and quarter- 
mader, and in fitting out the armed veflels. 

I would here a(k a quedion, to wit, whether, as Mr. War- 
ren's commi(&on is fuperceded by Mr. Palfrey's appointment, 
ic will not be nece(rary to fix upon fome perfon to pay the 
troops there : or are the payments to go through his hands ? 
—He does not incline to do siny thing in the afFair without 
the diredlion of Congrefs. 

1 have inclofed you a return of the lad brigade detached, 

and alfo of the forces remaining here. And as it is a mat- 

of much importance to know the whole of our drength from 

-time to time, and to fee it at one view, for regulating our 

movemenU with propriery, I wi(h it Were a diredion from 

Congrefs 
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Congrels to the commanding officers in the different 4iftn£ls 
to make monthly returns to the conimander^in-chief of dhCf 
continental army, of the {late of the troops in their depart- 
ments, and alfo of the military (tores. Such dire^lion will 
probably make them more attentive than they otherwtf<} 
would be. — I could not get a return of the f&rmy in Canadsi 
all laft year. * 

I beg leave to lay before Congrcfs a copy of the proceed- 
ings of a court-martial upon lieutenant * .* * * of the fe*? 
cond regiment, and of his defence, — ^which I fhould not 
bave troubled them with, had I not conceived the cotirt^ft 
fentence, upon the fa£t$ ftaced in the proceedings, of a fin- 
gular nature, to be by no means adequate to the enormity pf 
bis offence, and to be pf exceeding dangerous and pernicious 
tendency. Upon thcfe principles I thought it my duty to 
tranfmit the proceedings to them, in order that they may 
form fuch a judgment upon the facis flated, as they may 
conceive right and jull, and advaficive of the public good. — • 
At the fame time I would mention to Congrefs that I think 
it of material confequence that they ihould pafs a refolve^ 
cutting off the right of fucceflion in the military line horn 
one rank to another, which is claimed by many upon the 
happening of vacancies, — (upon which principle this offence 
feems to have originated in a great meafure, and the extraor- 
dinary judgment in this inftance to be founded) — declaring 
that no fucceffion or promotion can take place upon any va- 
cancy, without a continental commif^on giving and autho* 
rifing it. It is of much confequence to check and entirely 
fupprefs this opinion and claim, which is becoming too pre- 
valent, and has an obvious tendency to introduce mutiny 
and diforder ; — or, if they conceive the claim good, and that 
it fhould take place, that they will declare it fo, that the 
point may be fettled and known in future. 

I have the honor to he^ &c. G. W» 



Sir, 
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S«, NeW'Tork, May 5, I776. 

I HAVE fo often and fo fully communicated my want 
of arms to Gorigrefs, that I fliould not have given them the 
trouble of receiving another letter upon this fubjeft at this , 
time, but for the particular application of colonel Wayne of 
Pcnnfylraniaj who has pointed out a method by which he 
thiliks they may be obtained. 

In the hands of the committee of fafety at Philadelphia^ 
there arc, according to coloilel Wayne's account, not lefs 
thati two or three thoufand ft and of arms for provincial ufe. 
.From hence he thinks a number might be borrowed by Con- 
|i;tefs, provided they are replaced with continental arms as 
they are brought into the magazine in that city* At a crifis 
fo important as this, fuch a loan might be attended with the 
moft fignal advantages, — while the defencelefs ftate of tlie 
regiments, if no relief can be had, may be produfbive of 
fatal confequences. 

To give Gongrefs fome idea of our fituation with refpeft 
to arms — ^^(and juftice to my own charadler requires that it 
fliduld be known to them, although the world at large will 
form their opinion of our ftrength from numbers, witliout 
attending to circumftances) — it may not be amifs to inclofe 
a copy of a return which I received a few days ago from the 
forts in the Highlands, and add, that, by a report from colo- 
nel Ritzema's regiment, of the twenty-ninth ultimo, there 
appeared to be only ninety-feven firelocks and feven bayonets 
belonging thereto ; and that all the regiments from the eaft- 
ward are deficient from twenty to fifty of the former. Four 
of thofe companies at the fortifications in the Highlands be- 
long to colonel Clinton's regiment: but in what condition 
the refidue are on account of arms, and how colonel Wyn- 
kbo^'s m«n are provided, I cannot undertake to fay, but am 
told, moft mifcrably ; as colonel Dayton's of New-Jerfey 
and colonel Wayne's of Pennfylvaqia alfo are. This, fir, is 
a true though melanclioly defcription of our fituation. The 
9 propriety 



14ft GENERAL WASHmOTON'S 

propriety therefore of keeping arms in ftore when men ixl . 
w6bial pay are in want of them5 and who (it is to be pre* 
ftuned) will> as they ought, bear the heat and burden €i£ 
the day» is fubmitted with all due deference to the fupeript . 
judgment of others^ . i 

I cannot^ by all the inquiries I have been able to m^Le^ 
learn what number of arms have been taken from the toxMpi 
where they He, or how they are to be got at. The com-* j 
mittee of fafety for this colony have afiured me that no eit* > 
ertions of theirs (hall be wanting to procure arms : but our % 
fufierings in the mean while may prove fatal, as men without 
are in a manner ufelefs. I have therefore thoughts of eow . 
ptoying an agent whofe fole bufinefs it ihall be to ride . 
througji the middle and interior parts of thefe governments^ . 
for the purpofe of buying up fuch arms as the inhabitants ; 
may incline to fell, and are fit for ufe. 

The dcfigns of the enemy are too much behind the cur* , 
tain for me to form any accurate opinion of their plan of ;^ 
operations for the fummer's campaign. We are left to wan«* . 
der therefore in the field of conje£):ure : and as no place (all 
its confequences confidered) feemed of more importance iip. • 
the execution of their grand plan, than poflefiing themfelvea 
of Hudfon's river, I thought it advifable to remove with the 
continental army to this city fo foon as the king's troops 
evacuated Bo(lon» But if Cpngrefs, from their knowledge, 
information^ or belief, think it bed for the general good of 
the feryice that I (hould go to the northward or elfcwhere^ 
they arc convinced, I hope, that they have nothing more to 
do than fignify their commands. — With the greatell re^ 
fpe£l:, I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sm, KeW'l^orkf May 7, 1 776, 

AT a quarter after feven this ^evening, I received, by 
exprcfs a letter frpm Thomas Cuftnng, efquire, chairman of. 
a committee of the honorable general^ court, covering- ope. 

to 
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to theih froid the committee of Salem ; copies of which 1 
do mjr£slf the honor to lay before G)ngre&, that they majr 
judge of the intelligence contained therein, and dired fuch 
meafures to be taken upon the occafion as they may think 
proper and neceflary« 

I would obferve, tliat^ fuppofing captain Lee's account to 
be true in partj I think there muft be a mUlake either in the 
number of troops or the tranfport ihips. If there are no 
more (hips than what are mentioned, it is certain there can* 
not be fo many troops. Of this, however, Congrefs csui 
judge as well as myfelf ; and I fubmit to them, whether^ 
upon the whole of the circumftances» and the uncertainty of 
their deftination (if they were feen at all}, they chufe that 
any forces (hall be detached from hence, as they will (eCf 
from the returns tranfmitted yefterday, that the number of 
men now here is but (mall and inconfidetable ; and (what is 
to be regretted) ho fmall piart of thiefe without arms. — ^Per- 
haps, by dividing and fubdividing our force too nfiilch, wc 
(hall have no one poft fufficieritly guarded. 

"I (hall wait their dire£)!i6n ; and, whatever their order is, 
(hall comply with it as (boh as poffible. 

I have the honor to be, &^i G. W, 

P. S. I have by the fame "exprefs a letter from genera! 
Ward, containing a fimilar account to that from the Salem 
committee, and by way of captain Lee. ' 

Should the commiflioners arrive that are mentioned, how 
arc they to be received and treated ?— I wifli the dire<ftioa of 
Congrefs upon tlie fubje£t, by return of the bearer. 



Sir, New'flrk^ May II, 1776, 

1 AM. now to acknowledge the receipt of your favors 
of the fourth and feventh inftant with their feveral inclo- 
fures, and am exceedingly glad, that, before the refolution 
refpefting licutenant-c6lon«l Ogden came to hand, I had 
ordered him to join his regiment, and bad quelled a difa-* 

greeablc 
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grecablc <jf>iHt both of mutiny and dcfettion, Whfch li'iil 
taken place aridfeeitied to be rifing fo a great degree in cdii- 
fequcnce of it. In order to effefb it, 1 had the fcglnrcftt 
paraded, and ordered t^o rtiore at the fame time uftder iftaif 
convinced them of their error and ill conduft, and ohtAitk 
a promife for their good behavior in future. To ftrch of 
the men as had abfconded I gave pardbns, on their afluranc^i 
to return to their duty again. " ^''* 

In my letter of the fifth inftant Mtrhich I had the hbnot l4f 
addreffing you, t mentioned to Congrefs the refrai^oi^ ^A'd 
mutinous conduft of lieutenant * ' * * * of the ftdorid re- 
gimemt, and laid before theitl a cfdpy of the proceeding^ 6? a 
roUrt-martial ufion him, and of his defence, \^ith a vie\i^ 
thdt fuch meafures might be adopted as they fhould Uiihi 
adequate to his crime. — ^I would now beg leave to infdr^ 
them, that, fince then, he has appeared ffetifible of fits ihlf- 
condufl: ; and having made a writtetl aeknowledgment df His 
offence, and begged pardon for it (as by the inclofdd copy 
will appear), I thought it beft to releafe him froni Ms cori- 
finement, and have ordered him to join his regiment ; T^Hich 
I hope will meet their approbation, and teflder any deterflii- 
nation, as to him, unnecelTary ; — obfervirig at the fame time 
that t have endeavored, and, I flatter myfelf, not ineffec- 
tually, to fiipport theit authority, arid a due fuborditiatibh in 
the army, I have found it of importance and highly cibe- 
dient to yield many points in faft, without feeming to hive 
done it, — and this, to avoid bringing on a too frequent dit 
cuffion of matters, which, in a political view, ought to be 
kept a little behind the curtain, and not be made too much 
the fubjefts of di^jquifition. — Time only can eradicate and 
overcome cuftoms and prejudices of long {landing: they 
muft be got the better of, by flow and gradual advances. 

I would here take occafion to fuggeft to Congrefs (not 
wifhing or meaning of myfelf to affume the fmalleft degree 
of power in any inftance) the propriety and neceffity of 
having their fentiments refpefting the filling up the va- 
cancies 
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Cancies and ifluing commiflions to officers, efpecially to thofe 
under die rank of field officers. Had I literally complied 
with the dire£iions given upon thisTubje£l: when I firft en* 
gaged in the fervice, and which I conceived to be fuperceded 
by a fubfequent refolve for forming the army upon the pre« 
fent eftablifhment, I muft have employed one clerk for no 
other buiinefs than ifluing warrants of appointment, and 
(^hring information to Congrefs for their confirmation or re«> 
filial. It being evident from the neceffity of the thing, that 
there will be frequent changes and vacancies in office, from 
death and a variety of other caufes, I now fubmit it to them^ 
and pray their dire£lion whether I am to purfue that mode 
and all the ceremonies attending it, or to be at liberty to fill 
up and grant commiffions at once to fuch as may be fit and 
proper perfons to fucceed. ♦ ♦ * 

Before I have done, with the utmoft deference and refpe£t 
I would beg leave to remind Congrefs of my former letters 
and applications refpefling the appointment of proper per* 
Ibhs to fuperintend and take direQion of fuch prifoners as 
have already fallen and will fall into our hands in the courfe 
of the war,— 4jeing fully convinced, that, if there were per- 
fons appointed who would take the whole management of 
them under their care, the continent would fave a confider- 
able fum of money by it, and the prifoners be better treated 
and provided with real necefiaries than they now are ;— >and 
flull take the liberty to add that it appears to me a matter 
of much importance, and worthy of confideration, that par- 
ticular and proper places of fecurity fhould be fixed on and 
eftabliflied in the interior parts of the different governments 
for their reception. 

Such eftablKhments are agreeable to the pra£lice and ufage 
of the EngUfti and other nations, and are founded on prin- 
ciples of neceffity and public utility. The advantages which 
will arife from them arc obvious and many :—^ (hall only 
mention two or three.— They will tend much to prevent 
cicapes (which are difficult to effeS^ when the public is once 

VajuK I< advertiftd 
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advertifed that the prifoners are feftrained to a few ftated 
and well-known places, and not petmiUed to go ftom 
thence), and tlie more ingenious anr>ortg them from difTemi- 
nating and fpreading their artful and pernicious intrigues 
and opinions throughout the country, which would influence 
the weaker and wavering part of mankind, and ntect with 
but too favorable a hearing. Further, it will be lefs in their 
power to join and affift pur enemies in cafes of invafion, and 
will give us an opportunity always to know, from the re^^ 
turns of thofe appointed to fuperintend them, what number 
»re have in pofleflion, the force fufBcient to check and fup- 
^refs their hoftile views in times of emergency, and the ex* 
penfes neceflary for their maintenance and fupport. Many 
. other rcafons might be adduced to prove the neceffity and 
expediency of the meafure : — 1 {Iiall only fubjoin one more, 
and then have done on^the fubj eft, —-which is, that many of 
tlie towns where prifoners have been already fent, not hav- 
ing convenience for or the means of keeping them, complain 
they are burdenfome ; and have become carelefs, inattentive, 
and altogether indifferent whether they efcape or not;' and 
thofe of them that are reftrided to a clofer confinement 
(the limits of jail) are neglefted, and not treated with that 
care and regard which Congrefs wi(h. 

I have not received furiher intelligence of the German 
troops fmce my letter of the feventh inftant, covering Mr» 
Cufhlug's difpatches. But, lelt the account of their coming 
ihould be true, may ir not be advifable and good policy ta 
raife fome companies of our Germans to fend among them 
when they arrive, for exciting a ipirit of difaffeftion and 
defer tion? — If a few fenfiblc and trufty fellows could get 
with them, I ftiould think they would have great weight and 
influence with the common fokliery, who certainly have no 
enmity towards us, having received no injury nor caufe of 
quarrel from us. The meafure having occurred, and ap- 
pearing to me expedient, I thought it prudent to mention it 
for the confideration of Congrefs, . j 

Having 
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Hjiying received^ a letter from general Ward, adviGng that 
Congrefs have accepted his refignation^and praying to be 
relieved, — and it being neceffary that a general officer Ihould 
be fen; to take the command of the troops at Bofton, efpe* 
cially it the army fliould arrive which is talked of, and which 
fome confider as a probable event, — I muft beg leave to re- 
commend to Congrefs the appointment of fome .brigadier- 
generals, not having more here (nor fo many at this time) 
than are effential to the government and conducing the 
forces and the works that are carrying on. Generals Sul- 
livan ^d Thompfon being ordered to Canada, I cannot 
fpare one more general officer from hence without injuiring 
the fervice greatly,, and leaving the army here ^yithout a Suf- 
ficient number.' 

Having frequent, applications from the committee of fafety 
•und others, about an exchange of prifoners, and not having 
authority to purfue any other mode in this inftance, than 
that marked out by a refolve of Congrefs fome confiderablc 
time ago, I hope they will pardon me when I wifli them to 
take under confideration fuch parts of my letter of the 
twenty-fecond ultimo as relate to this fubjedl 5 and for 
their determination upon it. I ihall then have it in my 
power to give explicit and fatisfadory anfwers to thofq who 
(hall apply.— I am, fir, &c. G, W. 



SiK, New-Tork, May IS, 1776. 

SINCE my laft of the eleventh inftant which I had 
tlie honor to addrefs you, nothing of moment or importance 
has occurred; and the principal defign of this is to com- 
municate to Congrefs the intelligence I received laft night 
from general Schuyler by a letter of the tenth, refpefling 
the progrefs of our troops in getting towards Canada, not 
doubting of their impatience and anxiety to hear of it and 
of every thing relating to the expedition. For their more 
particular information and fatisfaftion, I have done myfelf 

L2 th« 
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the pleafure to extra<^ the fubdance of his letter on this 
head, which is as follows :— f* that general Thompfon) with 
the Jaft of his brigade, on the morning of tuefday fc'nnightf 
embarked at Port-George ; and> in the evening of the next 
day, general Sullivan arrived at Albany ;— that he had order* 
ed an additional number of carpenters to allift in building 
boats ; who, (inifliitig eight ^cry day, would have a hundred 
'and ten complete by the twenty-firft, before which he was 
fearful the laft of general Sullivan's brigade could not cm* . 
bark ;— that they would carry thirty men each, befides the 
baggage, ammunition, and intrenching tools.*' ♦ ♦ # 

He alfo informs, " that the fixty barrels of powder had 
arrived, and would be forwarded that day ;— that the firjl 
regiment of general^ Sullivan's brigade marched that mprn- 
ing; and that the intrenching tools and about fix hundred 
barrels of pork were alfo gone on j— that he cannot poffibly 
fend more than half of the three hundred thoufand dollars 
ilitb Canada (being greatly in debt on the public account, 
and the creditors exceedingly clamorous and importunate 
for payment), which fum he hopes ^frill be fufiicient till the 
^ianadians agr^e to take our paper currency, to idiich they 
are much averfe, and of which he is exceedingly doubtful ;— 
that he had got the chain, and would forward it that day to 
general Arnold, with orders to fix it at the rapids of Riche- 
lieu/' He adds *' that he had reviewed general Sullivan's 
brigade in prefence of about two hundred and fixty Indians, 
wh6 were greatly pleafed with the order and regularity of 
'the troops, and furprifed at the number, which, the tories 
had itiduftribufly propagated, confided only of three compa* 
nics, and that they were kept always walking the ftrcets, to 
itlduci them to believe their number was much greater than 
it really was." 

I have inclofed a copy of general Schuyler's infl;ru6ii<)n9 
to James Price, efquircj deputy commiffary^gcneral, for 
the regulation of his conduft in that department, which I 
teccived laft nighty and which> general Schuyler requeftcd 

mc 
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Kne to forward you.— I alfo beg leave to lay before G)ngrefi 
acopy4>f a letter from Samuel Stringerj diredor of one of 
<&e hofpitalSj purporting an application for an increafe of 
ittrgeon8'*mate8| &C9 an eftimate of which is alfo inclofed | 
and futmilt it to them^ what number mud be fent from 
hence- or got elfewhere; It is highly probable that many 
more will be. wanted in Canada than are already there, cm 
accottntof the late augmentation of the army : but I thought 
it moft advifable to make his requifition known to Congrefs, 
and to take their order and dire£tion upon it.— As to the 
m^icinesj I fiiall fpeak to Dr. Morgan (not yet arrived) as 
ibon as he comeS) and order him to forward fuch as may be 
neceflary and can be poflibly fpared. 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W» 



.Sir, New'Tork, May 17, f776, 

I THIS moment received by exprefs from general 
Schuyler an account of the melancholy profped and reverfe of 
our afiairs in Canada : and prefuming that the letters which 
accompsKy this will gijre Congrefs full information upon the 
fubjeA, I {hall only add that general Schuyler, in purfuance 
of orders from the honorable commiffioners, has diredied 
brigadier-general Sullivan to halt his brigade ; as a further 
reinforcement (on account of the fcarcity of provifions) 
would not relieve, but contribute greatly to diftrefs our troops 
already in Canada. Before he received thefe orders, all the 
brigade, except Dayton's and Wayne's regiments, had left 
Albany : but 1 fuppofe he will be able to ftop their march. 

By my letter of the fifteenth, Congrefs will perceive the 
quantity of pork akeady gone fropi hence : and the com- 
miflary has afTured me that he will forward a further fupply 
as foon as it can be poffibly coUedled. I had alfo diredied 
five tons of lead to be fent to^general Schuyler for the Ca- 
nada expedition, before I received this unfortunate account \ 
which was as much as could be fpared for the prefent (our 

L 3 dock 
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ftock being inconfiderable in proportion to the demand we 
ina,y reafonably expeft for it) ; and (hall do every thin^ in my 
power to relieve our affairs from their prefent diftrefled and 
melancholy fituation in that quarter, which occurs to me 
and appears neceflary. 

•I am alfo to acknowledge the receipt of your favors of the 
tenth and thirteenth inftant, with their feveral inclofurcs. 
The money, accompanying the latter, came to the paymaf- 
ter's hands fafe. — ^I have the honor to be> &c, G. W. 



Sir, New-Torkj May xZ, IjyS. 

I DO myfelf the honor to tranfmit to you the in- 
clofed letters and papers I received this morning in the ftate 
they now are, which contain fundry matters of intelligence 
of the moft interefting nature. As the confideration of 
thern may lead to important confequences and the adoption 
of feveral meafures in the military line, I have thought it 
advifabie for general Gates to attend Congrefs— (he will fol- 
low to-morrow, and fatisfy> and explain to them fome points 
they may wiih to be informed of in the courfe of their deli* 
berations)— not having an opportunity at this time to fubmit 
my thoughts to them upon thefe interefting accounts. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, NeW'Torki May 19, 1776..- 

THIS "will be delivered you by general Gates who 
fets out to-day for Congrefs, agreeable to my letter of yef- 
terday. I have committed to him the heads of fundry mat- 
ters to lay before Congrefs for their confideration, which, 
from the interefting intelligence contained in my laft, ap- 
pear to me of the utmoft importance, and to demand their 
moft early and ferious attention. 

Scnfible that I have omitted to fet down many things ne- 
ceflary, and which probably, when deliberating, they will 

wifli 
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"wifh to be acquainted with,-r-aTid not conceiving myfelf at li- 
berty to depart from my poft (though to attend them) with- 
out their previous approbation, — I have requefted general 
Gates to fubjoin fuch hints of his own, as he may appre- 
hend material. His military experience and intimate ac-^ 
quaintance "with the fituation of our affairs will enable him 
to give Congrcfs the fuHeft fatisfaftion about the meafures 
neceflary to be adopted at this alarming crifis ; and, with 
his ^eal and attachment to the caufe of America, have a 
claim to their notice and favors. 

When Con^refs fhall have come to a determination on 
the fubjeft of this letter, and fuCh parts of my former letters 
as have not been determined on, you will be pleafed to 
honor me with the refult. — I am, fir, &c. G. W. 



. Sir, New-fork^ May 20, 17 76. 

YOUR favor of the fixteenth, with fev6ral refolu- 
tions of Congrefs therein inclofed, I had not the honor to re- 
ceive till iaft night. Before the receipt, I did not think myfelf 
at liberty to wait on Congrefs, although I wifhed to do it ; 
and therefore the more readily confented to general Gates's 
attendance, as I knew there were many matters which 
could be better explained in a perfonal interview than in 
whole volumes of letters. He accordingly fet out for Phil- 
adelphia ycftcrday morning, and muft have been too far 
advanced on his journey (as he propofed expedition) to be 
overtaken. 

' I (hall, if I can fettle fome matters which are in agitation 
with the provincial Congrefe here, follow to-morrow or next- 
day ; and therefore, with every fentiment of regard, attach- 
ment, and gratitude to Congrefs for their kind attention to 
the means which they think may be conducive to my health, 
and with particular thanks to you for the politenefs of your 
invitation to your houfe, condludr, dear fir, your mo ft obe- 
dient, &c* ■ G.W. 

L4 
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Sir, Philadelphia i June 3, 1 776* 

I HAVE perufed Uic petition preferred by the in- 
dependent corps of Bofton^ and beg leave, through yoQi 
to inform Congrefs that the five regiments there are ex* 
tremely deficient in arms, as are many other regiments ia 
continental pay; and fubmit it to their confideration^ 
whether any part of the arms lately taken, under thefc cir-^. 
cumftances, (hould be delivered to the gentlemen applying, 
for them 5— determining at the fame time, that whatever de- 
cifion they come to will be agreeable to me, and be literally 
complied with, by, fir, yaur moft obedient, &c. G. W% 



Sir, New-Tork^ June 7, 1776. 

I DO myfelf the honor to inform Congrefs that I ar- 
rived here yeftcrday afternoon about one o'clock^ and found 
all in ailate of peace and quiet. I had not time to view, the 
works carrying on, and thofe ordered to be begun when I 
went away 5 but have reafon to believe, from the report of 
fuch of the general and other officers as I had the pleafuie 
to fee, that they have been profecuted and forwarded \Wth 
all poilible diligence and difpatch. 

I am much concerned for the fituation of out affairs in Ca*» 
nada, arid am fearful, ere this, it is much worfe than wal 
firft reported at Philadelphia. The intelligence from thencej; 
in a letter from captain Wilkinfon of the fecond regiment^ 
to general Greene, is truly alarming. It not only confirmip 
the account of colonel Biddle and major Sherburne's defeat^ 
but feems to forebode general Arnold's, with the lofs of 
Montreal. ---I have inclofed a copy of the letter, which will 
but too well Ihew that there ia foundation for my apprehen- 
Cons. ■ ' 

On wednefday evening J received an exprefs from general 
Schuyler, with fundry papers refpeftittg fif John Johnfton^ 
which I have not time to copy, as. the poft is juft going bff> 

but 



but will do myfelf the ^onor of tranfmitting you as foon as I 
poiEbly can* 

Before I left Philadelphia, { employed a perfon to fuper* 
intend the building of the gondolas which Congrefs had ro* 
Ibhred on for this place. He is arrived, and all things feem, 
to be in a proper channel for facilitating the work : but 
when they are done, we fhall be in much want of guns»- 
having never receivjcd any of thofe taken by commodore 
'Hopkins. 

Be plesrfed to mention me to Congrefs with the utmoft re^ 
fpe£t ; and I am, fir, with every fentiment of regard and 
(fteem, your and their moft obedient fervant, G. W«: 

P. S. I this minute received your favor of the fifth in- 
ftant.-<^I am in need of commiffions, and beg Congrefs to 
point out precifely the line 1 am to purfue in filling them 
up. This I mentioned in my letter of the eleventh ultimo* 
4^1 am much pleafed at the fortunate captures, and the ge« 
nerous conduA of the owners and mailers, for the tender of 
the money to Congrefs. 



, Sir, June 8, 1776. 

IN my letter of ycfterday which I had the honor of 
addreffing you, and which was defigned to have gone by 
poft, but was prevented by his departure before the ufual 
time, I mentioned my having received by exprefs a letter and 
fUndry papers from general Schuyler, refpeding fir John 
Johnfton, copies of which I herewith tranfmit you for your 
infpeclion and perufal. They will (hew you what meafures 
were planned and attempted for apprehending him, and fe* 
curing the Scotch Highlanders in Tryon county. 

Having heard that the troops at Bofton are extremely un^ 

\^fy and almoft mutinous for want of pay (feveral months 

being now due), I muft take the liberty to repeat a queition 

contained in my letter of the fifth ultimo, — ** what mode 

is to be purfued refpcdiing it ? whether is mpney^to be^jfent 

from 
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from hence by the paymafter-general, or fpmc perfon fuboT-' 
dinate to him to be appointed there for that purpofe ?— I ex-* 
pe£ted fome direftion would have been given in this in- 
ftance, long ere this, from what was contained in yolird ac- 
companying (or about the time of) the laft remittance. I 
prefume it has been omitted by reafon of the multiplicity of* 
important bufinefs before Congrefs. 

In perufing the fevcral refolves you honored me with when ■ 
at Philadelphia and fince my return, I find one allowing a- 
chief engineer for the army in a feparate department. The • 
fervice requiring many of them^ I wi(h Congrefs, if they 
know dny perfons Ikilled in this bufinefs, would appoint 
them. General Schuyler has frequently applied, and fug- 
gefted the neceffity of having fome in Canada.— I myfeif 
know of none. 

I alfo find there is a refolvc of the third of June for 
taking Indians in^to the fervice, which, if literally conftrued, 
confines them to that in Canada. — Is that the meaning of 
Congrefs, or that the commander-in-chief may order their 
fervice to any place he may think necefiary ? 

In refpeft to the eftablifhing exprefles between the feveral 
continental pods, — who rs to do it ? — the refolve does not 
fay. — Is it expefted by Congrefs that I fliould ? —Whoever 
the work is affigned to, I think, fiiould execute it with the 
Utmoft difpatch* The late imperfeft and con tradiftory ac- 
counts refpefting our defeat at the Cedars ftrongly point 
owt the neceffity there is for it. No intelligence is yet come 
fXQm ^ny officer in command there (and moft probably for 
want, of a proper channel to convey it), though this misfor- 
tune happened fo long ago. 
/ When 1 had the honor of being in Congrefs, if I miftakc 
jtoti 1 heard a refolve read, or was told of one, allowing the 
New- York troops the fame pay as others in the continental ' 
fervice. This, if any fuch, I do not find \ and if there is hot 
fuch a. one, I fhall be under fome embarrafiment, how to pay* 
the nwlitia to be provided by this province. The refolve pro- 
viding 
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^elttfg.thcm fays they are to be paid, while in fervicc, aij 
othef troops arc. But if thofc cnlifted heretofore in that 
piwiiitc are to receive according to the firft eftabliflimcnt, it 
is a matter of doubt, what the miUtia are to have. 

' Before this comes to hand, a hand-bill, containing an ac- 
count of a viflory gained by general Arnold over the party 
that had defeated colonel Biddle and major Sherburne, will 
mod probably have reached you* I have inquired into^thc 
authenticity of this fortunate report, and have found there 
is no dependence to be put in it ; nor do I believe it defenr* 
ing of the leaft credit. I (hall be happy not to hear the re- 
verfe. — ^I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 

P. S. If Congrefs have come to any refolution about an 
allowance to induce men to re-enli(l, you will pleafe to fa* 
vor me with iti as the time the rifle regiment is engaged for 
is juft expired* 

As the militia will be coming in, and they will be in much 
need of covering, pleafe to have all the tents, and cloth pro4> 
per for making them^ that can be procured, forwarded aa 
foon as poHible. 



Sir, New-Tork^ June 9, 17 76. 

I WAS honored yefterday with your favor of the fc* 
venth, with its iiiclofures. When Dr. Potts arrives, I fhaU 
order him to Canada or Lake-George, as may appear mofk 
proper. It is certainly necelTary that he or Dr. Stringer 
Ihould go to the former.— The refolve refpefting general 
Woofter's recall I will immediately tranfmit him, with di-' 
reftions to repair hither without delay. 

The (ituation of our affairs in Canada, as reported by the 
honorable commiffioners, is truly alarming \ and I am forry 
that niy opinion of the ill confequences refulting from the 
fhort enliftment of the army (hould be but too well con- 
firmed by the experience they have had of the want of ^lU 
cipline and order in our foldiery thjre. This induces me 

again 
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again to vrifh Congrefs to determine on a liberal alk>waiiei 
to engage the troops already in fervice to re-enlift for a 
longer period> or during the continuance of the war; nor 
can I forbear exprefling my opinion of the propriety of keep^ 
ing the military chefl. always fupplied with moneyt as evils 
of the moft interefting nature are often produced for want 
of a regular payment of troops.— The negle£l makes theA 
impatient and uneafy. , - 

I am much furprifed at the fcarcity of provifion* there^ 
panicularly of flour; as, from feveral accounts I had re^ 
ceived from thence, I was led to expe£l: that confiderable 
fupplies of that Article could be procured there. That otnr 
misfortunes may not become greater, I have wrote to the 
commifiary to forward more provifions, in addition to thoTe 
already fent. ' 

An adjutant and quarter- mafter-general are indifpenfabl)r 
neceflary, with affiftants. The money faved to the continent 
by their non-appointment will be but fmall and trifling, 
when put in competition with the lofs for yirant of them. 
Colonel Fleming, who afted in the former capacity under 
general Montgomery, is now here : but his indifpofition is 
fuch as to render him unfit, at this time, for the poll : — ^it is 
an important one, and requires vigor and aftivity to dif* 
tharge the duties of it. He will be of much fervice to 
colonel Reed> the bufinefs of whofe ofiice will increafe con- 
0dcrably by the augmentation of the army. 

It will be neceflary, too, that the commiflaries in Canada, 
and the deputy quarter-mafter-generals, fliould have feveral 
afliltants and clerks : nor do I think a precife number can 
be fixed on, as a variety of circumilances may and muft oc- 
cur, to render the number, eflential for doing the bufinefs in 
thofe departments, greater or lefs at different times. It 
will be better, I apprehend, to leave it indefinite, and with 
power to the commanding officer to allow fuch as may be 
wanted. 
I am ftill in the dark, how the unfortunate affair ended at 

the 
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^tiCfCe4ars,.-cur. on what tcn3:i§,the fu.rr,ender was made, as 
thclaft ;lette,]: from the coriliiwflriQners has reference to a 
fejMncr,.and- ipentions an agreement entered into, which I 
hav(^ not feen : but I know of it more than I could wifli. 
. I li,aye.receijired frpm Providence, in confequence of Mr. 
JEdorris's order, as chairman of the fecret committee of Con- 
grefs,. two hundred and thirty-four mufkets, in part of the 
two hundred and forty-four direded to be fent. The in* 
clofed copy of a letter from Mr. Brown will account for the 
deficiency. 

. .1 (hall be much obliged by your ordering a quantity of lead 
and flints to be immediately forwarded: our demands for 
both arc and will be very prefling. There are alfo wanted 
Ibme particular and neceffary medicines to complete our hof- 
pital chefts, of which I will get Dr. Morgan to furnifli Con- 
grefs with a lift, when he writes or waits on them about 
fome other matters neceflary to be fixed in. his department. 

As general Woofter, in all probability, will be here in a 
little time in compliance with the refolve of Congrefs and 
mj order tranfmitted to him, I wifli to know what I am to 
do with him when he comes. 

General Schuyler, in his letter. of the thirtj^-firft ultimo 
of which I tranfmitted you a copy yefterday, mentions that 
funary pcrfons had a defign to Keize hipi as a tory, and pro- 
bably ftill have; and wiflies :. Congrefs to , give him fome 
public mark of their approbation, if .they are convinced of 
his zeal and attachment to, the cai^fe of his country.-— 
Whether he intended that I (hould conimuiiicate hjs d^fire 
to them, or not, I am not^c^rtaiu: but, fuppofing that he 
did, I muft beg leave to requeft that y.<?u will lay the para- 
graph before them, tliat they may do, in the inftance of his 
rcquifition, whatever they may judge neceffary. 

.1 have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

MO P. S. If Congrefs have agreed to the report of the cpm- 
mittee for allowing the Indians fifty pounds for every pri- 
fon^r they (hall take at Niagara, &c, it is. material libould 

^'^'*bc 



.158 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

he informed of it. This will be a favorable opportunity for 
them to embrace, to gain pofleffion of Detroit and the othQf 
pofts, whilft the enemy are engaged towards Montreal, &Cr 



Sir, Kew-Torky June 10, 1776- 

SINCE I did myfelf the honor of writing to you 
ycfterday, I have had the fatijjfaflion of feeing, and for a 
Jew minutes converfing with, Mr. Chafe and Mr. Carroll 
from Canada. Their account of our troops and the (ituation 
of affairs in that department cannot poffibly furprife you 
p^ore than it has done me. But I need not touch upon a 
fubjeft which you will be fo well informed of from the fouxi- 
tain-head ; nor fhould I have given you the trouble of a let- 
. ter by this day's poft, but for the diftraftion which feems to 
prevail in the commiflary's department, as well as others in 
that quarter,— the neceffity of having it under one general dj- 
re£iion, — and the diiSatisfaftion of colonel Trumbull at the 
allowance made him by Congrefs as an equivalent for his trou- 
ble. With refpeft to tliis particular matter, I can only fay 
that I think he is a man well [^calculated] for the bufinefs, 
and that, where a fliilling is faved in the pay, a pound may be 
loft by mifmanagement in the office y and that his refigna- 
tion at this time (I mean this campaign) may polTibly be at- 
tended with fatal confequences. I therefore humbly fub- 
mit to Congrefs the propriety of handfomely rewarding thofc 
gentlemen who hold fuch very important, trouble fome, and 
hazardous offices, as commiflary and quarter-mafter. 

In fpeaking to the former about the fupplies neceffiry for 
the troops to be raifed, he informed me that the quantity of 
fait provifions which was (hipping from hence might render 
his attempts to do it precarious; in confequence of which, 
I defired him to lay the matter before the convention of this 
colony, which he will do this day, but in the mean while 
defired Congrefs might be informed of the matter, which I 

cannot 
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cinnot better do than in his own words inclofed, and fub- 
mit the con£deration of it to the wifdom of that honoi'able 
body. , 

To CongreCs I alfo fubmit the propriety of keeping the two 
continental batallions (under the command of colonels Shee 
and M* Gaw) at Philadelphia, when there is the greateft 
probability of a fpeedy attack upon this place, from the 
king's troops. The encouragenients given by governor 
Tryon to the difafFeSed, which are circulated, no one can 
well tell how, — the movements of thefe kind of people, which 
arc more eafy to perceive than defcribe,-i-the confident 
report, which is faid to have come immediately from govern 
nor Tryon, and brought by a frigate from Halifax, that the 
troops at that place v/ere embarking for this^ — added to a 
thoufand incidental circumftances, trivial in themfelves, but 
ftrotig from comparifon, — leave not a doubt upon my mind 
but that troops are hourly expefted at the Hook. 

I had no doubt when I left this city for 'Philadelphia, but 
that fome meafures would have been taken to fecure the fuf- 
pedted and dangerous perfons of this government before 
now, and left orders for the military to give every aid to the 
civil power. But the fubje6t is delicate, and nothing is done 
in it. We may therefore have internal as well as external 
enemies to contend with. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W« 



Sir, •Head-Barters^ New-Tork, June 13, 1776. 

I HAVE' the honor of tranfmitting to Congrefs % 
letter which came by exprefs laft night from general Schuyler, 
inclofing a copy of a letter to him from colonel Kirkland. I 
have likewife inclofed the copy of one direfted to general Put- 
nam or the commanding officer at New- York. The repre- 
feptations contained in thefe letters have induced me, without 
waiting the determination of Congrefs, to dired: general Schuy- 
ler immediately to commence a treaty with the Six-Nations, 

and 
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and to engage them in^ our intcrcft, upon the bcft tenns be 
and his colleagues in commiflion can procure : and I truft 
the urgency of the occafion will juftify my proceeding to the 
Congrirfs :— the neceffity for decifion and difpatch in all our 
meafures, in my opinion, becomes every day more and more 
apparent. 

' The exprefs, Mr. Bennet, was overtaken at Albany by 
general Schuyler, who had received intelligence at Fort* 
George that a confiderable body of Mohawk Indians were 
coming down tke Mohawk river under the condu£l of fir 
John Johnfton. The generars extreme hurry would not 
allow him to write : but it feems his intention is to coIIeA 
at Albany a fufficient force to oppofe fir John. I have giveii 
him my opinion that colonel Dayton's regiment fhould be 
employed in that fervicc, and to fecure the poft where Fort* 
Stanwix formerly flood. 

In confequence of an information that feveral merchants 
were exporting fait pork and beef from this place, I requefted 
the commiflary to make applicatbn to the provincial Con^ 
grefs for a reftraint to be laid on the exportation of thofe 
articles, as I apprehended, not only that the enemy might 
receive f applies by the capture of our vcffels, but that oaf 
people might ftiortly experience a fcarcity. The provincial 
Congrcfs have accordingly made a refolution (a copy of 
which is inclofed) to (lop the exportation for fourteen days* 
They expeft Congrefs will in the mean time frame fomc ge-. 
neral regulations on tliis head. They are unwilling (they 
hyY to fubjeft their conftituents to partial reftraints. 
. I once mentioned to Congrefs that I thought a war«officc 
extremely neceflary ; and they feemed inclined to inftitule 
one for our army : but the affair feems to have been fincc 
dropped. Give me leave again to infift on the utility andim* 
portance of fuch an eitabliihment. The more I refle^l upon 
the fubjeft, the more I am convinced of its neceffity, and 
that affairs can never be properly condufied without it, 

*Tis with plcafure I receive the refolvc inclofed in your 

favor 
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ixrti eS die elmnth inftant. One confidcrahlc ground cf 
i)iflatisfa£Hon in the army is thereby rentoted. 
* I Kave employed perfons in building the gondolas anitt 
fafts which the Congrcfs thought neceflary for the defence at 
dus place ; and, in conjttn£tion with the provincial Congrefs^ 
hare determined to fink chevaUx-de-frife, one of which is 
already began. 
I zm, with the utmoft TtfytQ: and efteem, Sec* G. W. 



- But, Ntw^Tark^ June I4> 1776. 

I Herewith tr^nfmit you copies of a letter from gene* 
Iraf Schuyler and its feveral inclofures^ which I received fince I 
had the honor of addrefling you yefterday. From thefe you 
<wiU learn that general Thomas died the fecond inftant j and 
the apptchenfions of our frontier friends in this colony, that 
ciir farage foes are meditating an attack againfl: them* 

I muft beg leave to refer you to a paragraph in the copy 
' cif general Schuyler's letter to general Putnam or the com«- 
mand^ng officer here, inclofed in mine of the thirteenth, 
\irhcre he requefts a fupply of clothing to be fent for the 
army in Canada* As there is but little or no prpbability of 
getting it here, I (hall be glad to know whether there will be 
any chance of procuring it in Philadelphia ; and, if it (hould 
be fent through the hands of the quarter«mafter here, to 
what account it is to be charged^ 

I was laft evening favored with yours of the eleventh in* 
ftant, and hope the two batallions, which Congrcfs have 
ordered from Philadelphia for the defence of this place, will 
come provided with arms* If they do not, they will be of 
no fervicc, as there are more troops here already than arc 
armed. 

From general Schuyler's letter, he has in view the tak* 

irig poft where Fort«-Stanwix formerly ftood. I wrote him, 

I thought it prudent, previous to that, to fecure a poft lower 

4own, about the falls below the German^Flats, left the 

^VoL. L M favag«i 
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favages fliould poflefs themfelvcs of the country, and pre* 
vent fupplies of men and provlfions that may be neceflary 
to fend there in future. He fays he is in want of cannon 
and ammunition ; but has exprefled himfelf fo ambiguoufly^ 
that I am at a lofs to know whether he meant what he has 
faid as an application or not, — this being the only intelU^ 
gence on the fubjeft, and the firft mention of his want. I 
have defired him to explain the matter, and, in his future re- 
quifitions for necefTaries, to be more certain and explicit as 
to quantity and quality. In the mean time I fhall fend him 
fome intrenching tools, and inquire whether there are any 
.cannon that can be fpared from hence. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, NeW'Torky June 16, l^^(u 

I DO myfelf the honor to tranfmit to Congrefs a 
copy of a letter covering copies of other papers, which I re- 
ceived yefterday evening from general Sullivan. The intel- 
ligence communicated by him is pleafing and inierefting, and 
fuch as muft afford the greateft fatisfaftion, if the conduft 
the Canadians have difcovered fince his arrival among them 
is ingenuous and fnicere. 

General Sullivan mentions his having given commiflions 
to fome of the Canadians as a meafure founded in necefliiy,. 
and requefts my approbation of it. But not confidering 
myfelf empowered to fay any thing upon the fubjeft, it may 
not be improper for Congrefs to give him their opinion in 
this inftance. 

I have alfo inclofed copies of General Schuyler's letters 
jeceived at the fame time. They contain accounts refpe£l- 
ing the Indians, variant from what was reported by Mr, 
Kirkland, but amounting to the fame thing,— the, probabi- 
lity of the favages attacking our frontiers. 

By laft-night's poll I had information of a capture made 
by our armed veffels, of one of the tranfports with a com- 

pstny 
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pany of Highlanders on board, bound to Bofton. The in- 
clofe^d extraft from general Ward's letter, to me will give 
jrou the inteHigence more particularly. — There are accounts 
in the city mentioning other valuable prizes': but as general 
Ward has faid nothing of them, I fear they want authenti- 
city. 

I beg leave to mention that a further fum of money will 
be wanted for our military cheft by the time it can be fent, 
Thd inclofed note from the pay-mafter-gencral fhews the ne- 
ccflity for it ; and I may add, befides his eftimate of draughts 
to be made, there are the claims of the caftern troops at 
Bofton for three or four months' pay, not included, and 
now due. 

Colonel Magaw is arrived with part of his batallion ; and 
by wednefday evening the whole both of his and colonel 
Sheets will be here, as I am told. 

As it IS and may be of great importance to have a com- 
munication with the Jerfeys and Long-Ifland, I have had fe- 
deral flat-bottomed boats built for the purpofe, and have 
thoughts of getting more for Pofaic .and Hackinfac rivers, 
where they may be equally neceflary for tranfporting our 
army or part of it occafionally, or fuccours coming to or 
. going from it.-r-I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, New'TorhyJune 1"]^ I'j'jS. 

I BEG leave to inform Congrefs that general Woofter 
has repaired to head-quarters in obedience to their refolve 
tranfmitted himj and fhall be extremely glad if they will 
give me fuch further direftions about him as they may con- 
ceive necefl^ary. He is defirous of feeing his family in Con- 
ne£licut, as I am informed, having been a good while from 
it. — I fliall wait their inftruSioiis as to his future employ- 
ment. 

I am, fir, with fentiments of much efteem, &c. G. ^V. 

M 2 
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Sir, NeW'Torhy June 20, 1776* 

I AM now to acknowledge the receipt rf your favors 
of the fourteenth and eighteenth inftant, and the intcrefting 
reiolves contained in them, with which I have been hoil(»ed« 
The feveral matters recommended to my attention fhall be 
particularly regarded, and the direftions of Cengrefs and 
your requelU complied with in every xnftance, as far as \si 
my power. 

The inftituting a war-office is certainly an event of great 
i^mportance, and, in all probability, will be recorded as fucb 
in the Tiiftoric page. The benefits derived from it, I fiatttf 
myfclf, will be confiderable, though the plan upon which \k 
is firft forr^ed may not be entirely perfedi. This, likb other 
great works> in its firft edition, may not be free from enor 3 
— time will difcover its defeats, and experience fuggeft the 
remedy, and fuch further improvements as may be neceflary > 
but it was right to give it a beginning, in my opinion. 

The recommendation to the convention cpf New- York for 
reftraining and punifliing difafFefted perfons, I am hopeful^ 
will be attended with falutary confequences j and the prohi* 
*bition againft exporting provifions appears to have been a 
meafurc founded in found policy, left proper fupplics fhouldl 
be wanted, wherewith to fupply our armies. , 

I have tranfmitted general Schuyler the refolves about thcr 
Indiana, and the others on which he is to aft ; and have re-^ 
quefted his Itrift attention and exertions in order to their 
being carried into execution with all poffibk difpatch. 

I note your requeft refpedling Mr. Hancock. He (hall 
have fuch direftions as may be neceflary for condufting his^ 
oHice J and I am happy he will have fo early a remittance 
for paying the troops in his department. 

The filver and paper money deligned for Canada will be 
highly ferviceable, and I hope will be the means of rc-efta* 
blifliing our credit there in fome degree with the Canadians^ 
and alio encourage bur men too, who have complained in 

8 tlu» 
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lliis inlfcance. When It arrives, I wili fend it forward under 
a proper guard. 

I i»v€ communicated to major-general Gates the refolvc 
of Congrefs for him to repair to Caaada, and dire6led him 
to view Poiflt-au-fer, th^t a fortrefe may be creeled if he 
Ihall judge neceiTary. He is preparing for his commajad, and 
in a few days wiU take his departure for it. I would fain 
hope his arrival there will give our aflEaii's a complexion. dif- 
ferent from what they have worn for a long time pad, and 
that many eflential benefits will refult from It. 

Tie kind attention Congreii have Ihewn to afford the 
commander-in-chief here every afliftance, by refolving that 
recommendatory letters be written to the conventions of 
•New-Jerfey, New- York, and aflembly of Connediicut, to 
^uthorife him to call in the militia in cafe of exigency, 
claims my thankful acknowledgments ^ and, I trufl, if carried 
into execution, will produce many advantages in cafe it may 
be expedient at any time to call in early reinforcements. 
The delays incident to the ordinary mode may frequently 
render their aid too late, and prove exceedingly injurious. 

I this evening received intelligence of the' nineteenth in- 
ilant from captain Pond of the armed floop Schuyler, of 
his having taken, about fifty miles from this, on the fouth 
£dc of Long-Ifland, a (hip and a floop bound to Sar>dyi- 
Hook. The (hip, from Glafgow, with a company of the 
fprty-fecond regiment, had been taken by one of commodore 
Hopkins's fleet, who took the foldlers out, and ordered her 
to RhodeJfland 5 after which, flie was retaken by the Cer- 
berus, and put under the convoy of the floop. As captain 
Pond informs me, there were five commiflioned officers, 
two ladies, and four privates on board. They are not yet 
arrived at head-quarters. — Inclofed is an invoice of what 
they have on board. 

General Woofter having exprefled an inclination and wifh 
tp wait OH Congrefe, I have given him permiffion, not hav- 
ing any occafioo fojr him here. He fet out this morning. 

M 3 I have 
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I have been up to view the grounds about Kingftridge, and 
find them to admit of fevcral places well calculated for 4o- 
fence ; and, efteeming it a pafs of the utmoft importance, 
have ordered works to be laid out, and ihall dnc£k part of 
the two batallions from Pennfylvania to fet about the ex- > 
ecution immediately, and will add to their number feveral 
of the militia when they come in, to expedite them with all 
poflible difpatch. Their confequence, as they will keep open 
the communication with the country, requires the mod 
fpeedy completion of them. ' - » 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. - W. 



Sir, NewTork, June 21, 1776^' 

I WAS this morning honored with your favor of the 
nineteenth inflant, with fundry refolves of Congrefsj which 
came to hand after I had clofed mine of the twentieth. I 
ihall appoint a deputy mufter-mafter-general as foon as I can 
fix upon a proper perfon for the oflice, and direft hini im- 
mediately to repair to Canada. 

Mr. Bennet, the bearer of this, delivered me a letter to- 
day from general Schuyler, inclofmg the proceedings of the 
commiflioners of Indian affairs at a meeting at Albany in 
cohfequence of the refolution of Congrefs (as they fay) 
which I tranfmitted, the feventh inflant, for engaging the 
Indians in our fervice. The gentlemen appear to me to 
have widely miflaken the views of Congrefs in this inftance, 
and to have formed a plan for engaging fuch Indians as were 
not in contemplation. I cannot account upon what princi- 
ples they have gone, as a part of their proceedings ihews 
they are about to hold a conference with the Six-Nations. 
I fuppcfe they ellecmed what they have done a neceiTary 
iTieafure ;^^a copy of which I have the honor to incloTe 
vou. 

I (hair now beg leave to lay before Congrefs a propofition 
nud^ to me by captain Leary of this city, in behalf of a 

body 
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body of men who are dcfirous of being employed in the con»- 
tinental fervice as a troop of horfe, and at the fame time to 
oficr my opinion that fuch a corps may be extremely ufeful 
in many refpefls. In a march, they may be of the utmoft fer-. 
vice in reconnoitring the enemy and gaining intelligence, and 
have it in their power to render many important benefits. 
The terms on which they are willing, to engage are inclofed, 
which appear to me moderate and reafonable. — ^I am alfo in- 
foimed that another company might readily be made up, and. 
moft probably upon the fame terms. I would therefore fub- 
mit the propriety and expediency of the meafure to the con- 
fideration of Congrefs, and wifh their opinion whether it 
will be agreeable to them that both or either of them fliould 
be formed and incorporated in this army, in manner as has 
been propofed by captain Leary, if it can be done. 

I have the honor to be, Sccr G. W. 



\ 
• Sir,-. Head' ^tarter Sy Jupe 11^ ^776. 

THIS will be delivered to you by the chevalier de 
Sarmovan and monfieur de Vermonet. They are French 
gentlemen juft arrived in this place, who have made appli- 
cation to me to bs received into the continental fervice. 
They bring letters to Dr. Franklin and fome other gentle- 
men' of the Congrefs. . I fuppofe it will better appear from 
thofe letters, than from any information I can give, whether 
it will be proper to employ them in the capacity they are 
deOrous of. 

I am, fir, with the greateft efteem, &c. G. W. 



Sir, New-Tor ky June 23, 1776. 

I Herewith tranfmit you an extraft of a letter from ge- 
neral . "JJVard which came to hand by lad-night's poft, con- 
taining the agreeable intelligence of their having obliged the 
king's (hips to leave Nantaiket road, and of two tranfporta 
- ' ■ , M 4 more 
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more being taken by our armed veffcls, with two htin^Fed 
and ten Highland troops on board. 

I fincercly wifti the fame fixccefs had attended our arme itt 
another quarter :~buc it has not. In Canada, the fituWSWi 
of pur affairs is truly alarming. The inciofed topics of ge- 
nerals Schuyler, Sullivan, and Arnold's letters will infortn 
you that general Thompfon has met with a repulfe at Three* 
Rivers, and is now a prifoner in the handis of general Biir* 
goyne, who (thefe accounts fay) is arrived with a confide*?- 
able army. Nor do they feem to promife an end of eur JawC* 
fortunes here : — it is greatly to be feared that the next ad- 
vices ifrom thence will be, that our {battered, divided, a&d 
broken army (as you will fee by the return) have been ob<« 
liged to abandon the country, and retreat, to avoid a p-eatcf 
calamity, — thit of being cut off or becoming prifoners.— I 
will have done upon the fubjefit, and leave you to draw fuch 
conclufions as you conceive, from the ftate of fafts, are moft 
likely to refult j only adding my apprehenfions that one of 
the lattfci: events,— either that they are cut off, or becbitie 
prifoners,— -has already happened, if they did not retreat 
while ihey had an opportuniry. General Schuyler and gc* 
neral Arnold feem to think it extremely probable : and if k 
has taken place, it will not be eafy to defcribe all the fatal 
confequences that may flow from it. At iciift our utvnoll ' 
exertions will be neceflary, to prevent the advantages diey 
have gained being turned to our greater mi5fortuties.-*-C5e- 
neral Gates will fcertainly fet out to-morrow, and would have 
gone before now, had he not expefted to receive fomc par* 
ticular inftruftions from Congrefs, which colonel Braxton 
faid he imagined would be given, and tranfmitted here. 

Inciofed is a copy of a letter from general Arnold, re- 
fpefting fome of the Indian tribes, to general Schuyler, and 
of a talk had -at Albany with thirteen of the Oneidas. They 
feemed tlien to entertain a friendly difpofition towai'ds us^ 
^hich I wifh may not be changed by the misfortunes vm 
have fuftalned in Canada. 

I have the honor to b?, &c. G. W, 
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Sir, New-TorkiJune^'Jy 1776. 

1 THIS iwornbg received, by cxprefe, letters from 
generals Schayierand Arnold, wkh a copy of one from gc- 
•neral Sulliir.aii to the former, and ^io oi others to. genend 
SuiQvaai ;. of aii wliich I do myfelf the honor to tcanfmit 
yo« copies. They wiH give you ^ further account of ihc 
melancholy fituation of our affairs in Canada, and fhew that 
(faere is nothing left to fave our army there but evacuating; 
the country. 

I am hopeful general Sullivan would retreat from the Ifli> 
muz-noix without waiting for previous orders for that purpofc;; 
aS) from generals Schuyler and Arnold's letters, it is nnich to 
be feared, by remaining there any confiderable time, his re- 
treat would be cut ofF, or at lead be a matter of extreme 
difficulty. I would obferve to Congrefs that it is not in my 
power to fend any carpenters from hence to build the gon- 
dolas and gallies general Arnold mentions, without taking 
litem from a work equally neceflary (if not more fo) hcre^ 
of the fame kind ; — and fubmit it to them whether it may 
not be advifable (as it is of great importance to us to have a 
, number of thofe veflels on the lake, to prevent the enemy's 
paffing) to withdraw the carpenters for the prefent from the 
frigates building up the North river, and detach them imme- 
diately, with all that can be got at Philadelphia, for that 
purpofe and carrying on thofe here. 

I have the pleafure to inform you of another capture made by 
cur armed veflels, of a tranfport, on the nineteenth inftant, widi 
a company of Highland grenadiers on board. The inclofed 
cxtraQ: of a letter from general. Ward, by lad 11 i gilt's poft, 
contains the particulars ; to which I beg leave to refer you. 
> I have been honored with your favors of the twcnty-nvft and 
twenty-fifth inftant in due order, with their important inclo- 
fures, to which I fliall particularly attend. — I have tranfmittcd 
general Schuyler a copy of the icfolve of Congrefs refpecti: f 

the 
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the Moliickan and Stockbridge Indians, and direfted him t» 
put an immediate ftop to the raifmg the two companieSr 

The quarter-mafter-general has been called upon for ftop- 
ptftg the tents defigned for MaiTachufetts-Bay, and ordered 
to forward them immediately. He means t» write to Con* 
grefs upon the fubjeft, and hopes his conduft will not ap- 
pear to deferve their reprehenfion. Of this they will jiuige 
from his relation of the matter* 

Being extremely defirous to forward the intelHgencc frcan 
Canada to Congrefs, well knowing their anxiety about our 
affairs there, I muft defer writing upon fom*e other matters 
I want to lay before them, until the next opportunity, whick 
I hope will be to-morrow, when I will inform them fully upon 
the fubjedt of rations, having defired the commiffary-generai 
to furnifli me with feme things ncceflary in that inftancc. 

I have the honor to be, &c. " G. W, 



Sir, New-l'orky June 2'Jy lyj^. 

UPON information that major * * * was travelling 
through the country under fufpkious circum (lances, I 
thought it neceflary to have him fecured. I therefore fent 
after him. He was taken at South-Amboy, and brought up 
to New-York. Upon examination, he informed mq that 
he fame from New-Hampfhire, the country of his ufual 
abode, where he had left his family ; and pretended he was 
lieflined to Philadelphia on bufinefs with Congrefs. 

As by his own confeffion he had crofled Hudfon's-rivcr at* 
New-Windfor, and was taken fo far out of his proper and 
direft route to Philadelphia, this confideration, added to th^ 
length of lime he had taken to perform his journey, — his 
being found In fo fufpicious a place as Amboy, — his un- 
iieccilVtvy ftay there on pretence of getting fome baggage ^ 
from New- York, and an expedation of receiving mo- 
ney from a pcrfon here, of bad charaftcr, and in no cir* 

cumftancet 
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cumftances to furnifh him out of his own ftock, — the ma- 
jor's reputation, and his being a half-pay officer^— have in- 
creafed nry jcaloufies about him. 

The bufmefs, which he informs me he has with Congrefs, 
is a fecret oflFer of his fervices, to the end that, in cafe it fhduld 
be rcjcfted, he might have his way left open to an employ^' 
meat in the Eaft Indies, to which he is afligned-: and in that 
cafe he flatters himfelf he will obtain leave of Congrcfs to go 
to Great Britain. 

As he had been put upon his parole by Congrefs, I thought 
it would be improper to ftay his progrefs to Philadelpliia, 
fliould he be in fa6l deftined thither.- I therefore fend 
him forward, but (to prevent impofition) under the care of 
an officer, with letters found upon him, which, from their 
tenor, feem calculated to recommend him to Congrefs.— I 
fubmit it to their confideration, whether it would not /be 
dangerous to accept of the offer of his fervices. 

I am, fir, with the greatcft refpeft, &c. G. W. 



Sir, NeW'Torky June iS, 177& 

« IN compliance with the requeft of Congrefs contained 
in your favor of the twenty-fifth inftant, and my promife of 
yefterday, I do myfclf the honor to inform you that the cod 
of a ration, according to the com miflary- general's elliniate, 
from tlie fir ft of July to the firft of December, will be from 
eighf-pence to eight-pence halfpenny, York currency. 

Having difcharged the obligation I was under in this in- 
ftance, and finding that many applications have been made 
for viftualling the flying camp, I would, with all poflliblc 
deference, with Congrefs to confider the matter well before 
they come to any determination upon it. Who the gentle- 
men arc that have made offers upon this occafion, 1 know 
not : confequently my objeftions to their appointment can- 
not proceed from perfonal diflike j nor have I it in view to 
ferve Mr. Trumbull the commifTary-general, by wifliing him. 

to 
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to hav-c the -dtredioH of the whole fupplies for his emolu* 
ment ; becaufe whatever rations are taken from him favc 
hiin the trouble of fupplying provifions to the amouot^ with- 
out diminifliing his pay, — that being fixed and certain :— - 
l>ut what influences me is a regard to the public good. X 
km morally certain, if the bufinefs is taken out of Mr. Tram- 
buU'fi hands and put into another's, that it may, and will in 
all probability, be attended with great and many inconveni- 
ences. It is likely, during the continuance of the war be- 
tween us and Great Britain, that the army here, or part of 
ji;, and the ttoops compofing the flying camp, will be fre- 
quently joined^- and under the Beceihty of affording each 
^her mutual aid. If this event is probable (and moft cer- 
tainly it is), the fame conf ufion and diforder will refult from 
having two commiflTaries, or one commifTary and one con- 
traftor in the fame army in the fame department, as did be*- 
'tween Mr. Trumbull and Mr. Livingllon on the coming of 
the former to New- York. I cannot difcrimiaate the two cafes j 
aiid not forefeeing that any good confequences will flow from 
the meafure, but that many bad ones will, — fuch as clafliing 
of interefts,— a contention for ftorcs, carriages, — and many 
other caufes that might be mentioned if hurry of bufinefs 
would permit, — 1 confefs I cannot perceive the propriety of 
appointing a different perfon, or any but the commiffary. 

I would alfo add, that few armies, if any, have been better 
fupplied than the troops under Mt. Trumbull's care in thi$ 
inftance ; which, I fliould fuppofe, ought to have confidcra- 
ble weight, efpecially as we have ftrong reafons to believe 
that a large fliare of the misfortunes our arms have fuftained 
in Canada fpvang from a want of proper -and ncceffary fup- 
plies of provifioiis. 

Mr. Trumbull too (I am informed) has already made pro- 
vifion in New-Jerfey for toe flying camp which will be fta- 
tioned there, and employed proper pcrfons in that colony to 
tranfact the bulinefs incident to his department, in obedience 
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to my Cfdets, and in full confidence that it was to come un* 
dcf his management. 

Mjr great defire to fee the affsrirs of this important poft, on 
vhick fo much depends, go on in an enfy, fmooth and un- 
interrupted courfe, has led me to fay thus much upon the 
{ubje&9 and will, I hope, (if I am unhappy en ough to differ 
in opimion wtth Congrefs), plead my excufe for the liberty I 
have taken* 

I would alfo beg leave to mention toCongrcfs the neceffity 
there is of fome new regulations being entered into, refpeft- 
ing the chaplains of this army. They will remember that 
applications were made to increafe their pay, which was con- 
ceived too' low for their fupport; and that it was propofed 
(if it could not be done for the whole) that the number 
(faould be lefiened, and one be appointed to two regiments, 
with an additional allowance. This latter expedient was 
adopted) and, while the army continued all together at one 
encampment, anfwered weU, or at' leaft did noc produce 
many inconveniences. But the army now being differently 
circumilaiKed from what it then was,— part here, part at 
Bofton, and a third part detached to Canada, — ^has intro- 
duced much confufion and diforder in this inftance ; nor do 
I know how it is poflTible to remedy the evil, but by affixing 
one to each regiment, with falaries competent to their fup- 
port. No (hifting, no change from one regiment to another 
can anfwer the purpofe ; and in many cafes it could never 
be done though the regiments fliould confent, — as where 
deuchments are compofed of unequal numbers, or ordered 
from different polls. Many, more inconveniences might be 
pointed out : but thefe, it is prefumed, will fufficiently fhew 
the defcft of the prefent eftablifhment, and the propriety of 
an alteration. What that alteration fhall be, Congrefs will 
pleafe to determine. 

Congrefs, I doubt not, will have heard of the plot that 
Was forming among many difafFcSed perfons in this city and 
government for aiding the king's troops upon their arrival. 

'No 
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No regular plkn feems to have bceii digefted : but fevcral 
perfons have been enlifted, and fworn to join them. The 
matter, I am in hopes, by a timely difcovery, will be fup- 
preffed and put a ftop to. Many citizens and others, among 
whom is the mayor, are now in confinement. The matter 
has been traced up to governor Tryon ; and the mayor ap- 
pears to have been a principal agent, or go-between him 
and the perfons concerned in it. The plot had been com- 
municated to feme of the army, and part of my guard en*- 
gaged in it. T * * * H * * *, one of them, has been 
tried, and, by the unanimous opinion of, a court-martial, is 
fentenced to die, — having en lifted himfelf, and engaged 
others. The fentence, by the advice of the whole council 
of general officers, will be put ii^. execution to-day at eleven 
o'clock. The others are not tried.— I am hopeful this ex- 
ample will produce many falutary confequences, and deter . 
others from entering into the like traitorous practices. 

The inclofed copy of a refolve of the provincial Congrefs 
will (hew that feme of the difafFe£led on Long-Ifland have 
taken up arms. — I have, agreeable to their requeft, fent a 
party after them, but have not as yet been able to apprehend 
them,— having concealed themfelves in different woods and 
morafTes. 

General Gates fet out on tuefday with a fine wind which 
has been fair ever fince, and would foon arrive at Albany. 

I this moment received a letter from lieutenant Davifon» 
of the. Schuyler armed floop, a copy of which I have in- 
clofed ; to which I beg leave to refer you for the intelligence 
communicated by him. 

I could wifli general Howe and his armament not to ar- 
rive yet, as ni)t more than a thoufand militia have yet 
come in, and our whole force (including the troops at all the 
detached pofts, and on board the armed vefTels, which arc 
comprehended in our returns) is bAit fmall and inconfider- 
able, when compared with the extenfive lines they are to de- 
fend, and (moft probably) tlie army that he brings. I have 

no 
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no further intelligence about him than what the Twuteiiant 
mentions : but it is extremely probable his accounts and 
conjedures are true. 

I have the honor to be, &c, G. W, 

P. S. I have inclofed a general return : — and it may be 
certainly depended on, that general Howe and fleet have 
failed from Halifax, Some of the men, on board the prizes 
mentioned in the lieutenant's letter, were on board the 
Greyhound, and faw^general Howe. 



Sir, NcW'Torkf June 29, 1776. 

I WAS laft night honored with your favor of the 
twenty- iixth inilant, and, agreeable to your requeii, fhail 
pay proper attention to the refolves it inciofed. 

I obferve the augmentation Congrefs have refolvcd to 
make Xo the forces deftined for the northern department, and 
the bounty to be allowed fuch foldiers as will enlifl: for three 
years. I hope many good confequences will refult from 
thefe meafures; and that, from the latter, a confideraUc 
number of men may be induced to engage in the fervicc. 

I fliould cfteem myfelf extremely happy to afford the icaft 
afliftahce to the Canada department in compliance with the 
defire of Congrefs and your requifition, were it in my power: 
but it is not. The return Vvhich I tranfmitted yeOerdijy 
.will but too well convince Congrefs of my incapacity in this 
inftance, and point out to them that the force I now have is 
trifling, confidering the rnany and important polls tliat arc 
Qecefl'ary, and muft be fupported, if polFible. But izw mili- 
tia have yet come in, the whole being about twelve hunJrcd, 
including the two batallions of this city, and one company 
from the Jcrfeys. I wifti the delay may not be atttiidrd 
with difagrceable confequences, and their aid may not come 
too late, or when it may not be wanted. I have wrote^ — 
r have done every tiding I could, to call them in : but thry 

have 
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kavc not come, though I am told that they are generally 
willmg. 

The accounts communicated yefterday through lieutenant 
Davifon's letter are partly confirmed, and, I dare fay, will 
turn out to be true on the whole* For two or three days 
paft, three or four ftiips "have been dropping in j and I jaft 
XKTw received an exprefs from an officer appointed to keep 
a look-out on Staten-Ifland, that forty-five arrived at > the 
Hook to-day: — fome fay more; — and I fuppofe the whokl 
fleet will be in, within a day or two.. I am hopeful, before 
tfiey are prepared to attack, that I (hall get fome reinforce- 
ments. — Be that as it may, I (hall attempt to make the beft 
difpofition I can of our troops, in order to give them a pro- 
per reception, and to prevent the ruin and deftruilion they 
are meditating againft us. 

As foon as the exprefs arrived laft night, I fcnt the letters 
for the northern colonies to the quarter-mafter-general, with 
orders to forward them immediately. 

When monfieur Wiebert comes — (I have not feea hina 
yet)— I fliall employ him as Congrefs have direfted. The 
terms upon which he offers his fervice feem to promifc tomA*^ 
thing from him. I wi(h he may anfwer, and be (killed in 
the btiCncfs he fays he is acquainted with* 

I have tlic honor to be, &c. G. W*- 



Sir, New-Torky June 30, 177&* 

I HAD the p]eafu*c of receiving your favor of the 
twenty-ninth early this morning, with which you have been 
plcafed to honor me, together with the refolves for a further , 
augmentation of our army. 

The batallion of Germans, which Congrefs have ordered 
to be raifcd, will be a corps of much fervice : and I am hope« 
fill ihat fuch perfons will be appointed officers, as will com'*, 
pU'tc ;hcir enliftments with all poifible expedition. 

I (haU. 
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litiidlcoirinitiilicate to colonel Stevenfon and orle of his 
fidd-ofBcers what you have requefted, and dirc£t them to re- 
pair immediately to Philadelphia. It is am unlucky circum- 
ftance that the term of enliftment of thefe three companies, 
andof the rifle batallibn, (hould expire at this time, when a 
lifll cUDpaign 18,. in all probability, about to commence. 

Cafladdy it lA certain, wdnld ha>e been an important ac- 
c{Gttfitio»| And well worth tlie expenfes incurred in the purfuit 
cfitto But as we tould not reduce it to our poilcHion, the 
retreat of our arthy with fo little lofs, under fuch a variety 
of difttefles, ihuft be efteemed a moft fortunate event. It is; 
true, the accounts we have received do not fully authorife us . 
to fiiy that we have fuftained no lofs : but they hold forth a 
probable ground for fuch conclufion. — I am anxious to heai' 
it confirmed. 

I hsive the honor of tranfmiting you an extraflt of a letter 
teceived laft night from general Ward. — If the fcheme the 
privateers had in view^ and the meafures he had planned, 
have been carried into elcecution, the Highland corps will be 
tolerably well difpofed of : but I fear the fortunate event has 
not taken places 

la general Ward's letter, was inclofed one from lieiite** 
nant-colottel Campbell, wh6 was made prifoner with the High- 
land troops* I have tranfmitted you. a copy. This will give 
you a full and exaft account of the number of prifoners that 
were on board the four tranfports ; and will prove, beyond 
a poffibility of doubt, that the evacuation of Bofton by the 
fititiih troops was a matter neither known nor expefted 
when he received his orders. Indeed fo many fadls had 
concurred before to fettle the matter, that no additional 
proofs were neceffary. 

' When I had the honor of addrcffing you yefterday, I had * 
ortly been informed of tlie arrival of forty- five of the fleet in 
the morning. Since that, I have received authentic intelli- 
gence from fundry perfons (among them, from general 
Greene) that a hundred and ten fail came in before night. 

Vol. L N that 
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that were counted, and that more were fccn about du(k ill 
the offing. — I have no doubt but the whole that failed from 
Halifax ai;e nbw* at the Hook. 

Juft as I was about to conclude my letter, I received one' 
from a gentleman upon the fubjeft of calling the fire regi- 
ments from Bofton to the defence of Canada or New-York, 
and to have militia raifed in their lieu* — I have fent you a 
copy, and {hall only obferve^ that I know the authot well : 
}us hand-writing is quite familiar to me: he is a nfiember of 
the general court, very (enfikte, of great influence, and a 
warm and zealous friend to the caufe of America.— The ex- 
pedient propofed by him is fubmitted to Congreis. 

I have the honor to be, Sec. G. W- 



SlRi NiW'-Torkf July 3> 1776- 

SINCE I had the honor of addreffing you, and oit 
the fame day, feveral fhips more arrived within the Hook, 
making the number that came in then a hundred and ten ; and 
there remains no doubt of the whole of the fleet from Halifax 
being now here. Yefterday evening fifty of them came up 
the bay and anchored on the Stateh Ifland fide. Their views 
I cannot precifely determine ; but am extremely apprehen- 
five, as part of them only came, that they mean to furround 
the iiland, and fecure the flock upon k. I had confulted ! 
with a committee of the provincial Congrcfs upon the fub- 
je£t;, before the arrival of the fleet; and they ap'pointed a 
pcrfon to foperintend the bufinefs, and to drive the ftock off. 
I alfo wrote to brigadier-general Heard, and dlre£led him to 
the meafure, left it might be negle^ied i but am fearfal It * 
has not been effected* 

Our reinforcement of militia Is yet t>ut fmall :— I cannot 
aCcertain the amount, not having got a return. However^ I 
truft, if the enemy make an attack, they will meet with a re>^ 
puife^ a^ 1 have the pkafure to inform pu that an' agreeabfee 

fpiTlt 
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fpbit iM ^Ullnj^tCs £oi a£U6n feein to animate an^ pervacie 
the whole of our troops. 

As It is diJBEicult to determirie what obje£i:s the enemy may 
liaTe in contcihplatioh^ and whether they may not dctacH 
Jbme part of their, force to Amboy^ and to ravage that part o^ 
the country, if hoi extend their views farther, I fubinit it 
to Congrefs whether ic may hdt be Expedient (dt them to re« 
peat and prefs home their tequeft^ to the difierent governments 
that are to provide tnen f<>r the flying citnpf to fufnifh their 
quotas with all pofilble difpatch. It is a mattet of great im<^ 
portancC) and will be of ferious' confequence) to have thd 
^amp eftabliflied in cafe the enemy (hdiild be able td poflefi^ 
themfelyes of this rivet, and cut off the fupplies of trOop^ 
that might be necefTary on certain emergencies to be fenC 
from hence. 

I muft entreat yoiir attcntioh to in application I madi 
fome time ago for flints. We are extremely deficient in 
diis neceflary artide, and (hall be greatly diftrefTed if w^ 
^nnot obtain ^ fdpply; Of lead we have a fufficient 
i|aantity for the whole campaign^ takefl off the houfc^ 
here. 

^ftetming it of infinite advantage td preveftt the enemy 
from getting freih provifions^ and horfes for their waggons^ 
artillery, &c, I gave orders to ^ pdrty of our men on Staten- 
lHand (fincc wtltltig to general Heard) to drive the ftdck off 
without waiting for the affiftance ot dife£^ion of the com-i 
mittees there^ left their flow mode of tranfading buHnefs 
Ikiight produce too nluch delayj— ^nd haVe fent this morn- 
Hig to know what they have done.-^t am this rhorning in- 
formed by a gentlemati, that the conlitlittee of Eli^^abeth-^ 
town fent their company cff light-hdtfe on Aicfnday to effedi 
it, and that fonle of their militia were to give their aid yefj 
terday< He adds that he Was credibly told l^ft night by a 
pkrty of the militia coming td this place, that yefterday they 
law a good deal of (lock driving off the iflaud, and crofling 

N a t(» 
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to the Jcrfeys. — If the bufmefs. k not cafecuted before no\<^ 
it will be impofiible to jAo it. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, !few'Tork^yuly4,iyy6^ 

THIS will be handed to ypu. by colonel Stevcnfib»> 
whom I have ordered> with the captains of th^ Wo, rifl^ 
cpmpsHiies from Maryland^ to .wait on Congress.. Thej 
will point out fuch meafures as> they conceive mpft iikelj. ta 
advance the raidng of the new xifie batallion^ and the perfoAQ^ 
they think worthy of promotion^ that have fenred' in Aq> 
three conrpanies here, agreeable to the inclofed. Ui^ I ain 
not acquainted with them myfelf, but from their T^fort and 
recommendation which I doubt not to be juft ; and dx^y ii 
Congrefs will pleafe to inquire of them, they will njentiou 
other proper perfons for oflSeers* 

Only about forty of the three old companies have r<e-en- 
lifled, whom I (hall form into one for the. prefent, an4 pl^4 
lender an officer or two, till a further and con^pljste ai^ra^e- 
xnent is made of the whole bataUion,. 

I have the honor to be, &c. . G. W. 



Sir, J^eW'Tork, July. 4, 177&. 

WHEN I had the honor to addrefs you on die tbiirtieih 
ttltimo, I tranftnitted a copy of a letter I had recejSred fronx 
a gentleman, a meml>er of the honorable generajl court \of 
Majfachufitts]^ fuggefting the improbability of fuecoars co^ 
ing from thence in any reaibnaUe tiispe, ekher for the defence 
of this place,, or. to reinforce our trocf)^ engaged in the Ca- 
nada expedition. I am forry to inform you, that, from a va- 
riety of intelligence, his apptehenfions appear to be juft, and 
to be fully confirmed : nor have I reafon tp expe£b but that 
the fupplies from the other twa governments, CgnnedUcut 

and 
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and Ncw-Hampfliirc, will be extremely flow and greatly de- 
ficient in number. 

As it now feems beyond queftion, and clear to dcmonftra- 
fion, that the enemy mean to direA their operations and 
bend their moll vigorous efibrts again ft this colony, and will 
attempt to unite their two armies, — that under general Bur- 
goync, arid the one arrived here, — ^I cannot but think the ex- 
pedfclit propofed by that gentleman is exceedingly juft ; and 
that the co.ntincntal regiments, now in the Maffachufetts Bay, 
Abuld be immediately called from thence, and be employed 
wKere there is the ffrongeft reafon to believe their aid will 
be indifpenfably neceffaryii The expediency of the meafute 
i Ihdl fubmit to the confideration of Congrefs, and will only 
oblerve, as my opinion, that there is not the moft diftant 
profpefl: of an attempt being made, where they now are, by 
the enemy ; and, if there ftiould, that the militia that can be 
ailembled upon the fliorteft notice will be more than equal to 
repel it. They are weH armed, refolute, and determined, 
and will inftantly oppofe any invafion that may be made in 
their own colony. 

I (hall alfo take the liberty again to requeft Congrefs to 
intereft themfelves in having the militia raifed, and forward- 
ed with all pofSble expedition, as faft as any coniiderable 
number of them can be collected, that are to compofe the 
ffying camp. This I mentioned in my letter yefterday, but 
think proper to repeat it, being more and more convinced of 
the neceffity. The camp will be in the neighborhood of 
Amboy : and I fliall be glad that the conventions, or com- 
mittees of fafety, of thofe governments from whence they 
come, may be requefted to give me previous notice of their 
marching, that I may form fomc plan, and direft provifion 
to be made for their reception. 

The difafFeftion of the people at that place and others not 
fair diftant is exceedingly great ; and, unlefs it is checked and 
overawed, ir may become more general, and be very alarm- 
ing. The arrival of the enemy will encourage it. They, or 

N 3 at 
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at lead a part of them, are already landed on S<ateii«<|ilan4 
ivhich is quite contiguous ; and about four thoufand wer^ 
marching about it yederday) as I have been advifed| and arp 
Reaving np ar|:s un-effayed to gain the inhabitants to theqr 
fide, who feen> but tpo favorably difppfed. It is not uu-y 
likely that in a little time they may attqnpt tp crpfs to the 
Terfcy fide, and induce many to jgin them either from mor 
fives pf intereft or fear, unlefs there is a force tp oppofe 
them. 

As/we are fully convinced that the minifterial army w^ 
{hall have to oppofe this campaign vi^ill be great and numer* 
pus, and well know that the titmoft induftry will be ufed, ^ 
-ft already has been, to excite the favages and cyery body of 
people to arms againft us whom they can influence, it ccr-- 
tainly behoves ps to firain every nerve to countera£i: thcif 
^efigns. I would therefore fubmit it to pongrefs, whether 
(efpecially as our fchemes for emplpying the weftern Indians 
do not feem to be attended with ar^y great profpeft of fuc- 
cefs, frpm general Schuyler's accoupt^) it pay nqt be ad^ 
yifable to take meafures to engage thofe of the eailwardj| 
the St. John's, Noya-Scotia, Penobfcpt, &c, in our favor. I 
have been told that feveral might be got, perhaps five or fix 
hundred or more, reafljly to join us. If they can, I fhpuld 
imagine it ougl^t tp be done. It wil] prevent p^r enemies 
from fecuring their friendfliip ; and fur^er they will be of 
infinite fervice in annoying and harraffing them, {hould they 
jBver attempt tp penetrate the country, pongrefs will be 
pleafed to confider the meafure : and if they determine to adop(; 
it, I conceive it >yill be neceff^ry to authorife and requcft 
the general court of the Maflachufetts-Pay to carry it intq 
execution. Their fituation and advantages will enable then^ 
to negotiate a treaty and an alliance better than it can be 
(ipne by any perfons elfe. 

I have been honored with your two favors of the firft 
inftant •, and, agreeable to the wifhes of Congrefs, {hall put 
jnonfieur Wiebert in the heft place I can to prove his, abili- 
ties 
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ties in die art he profefies. I (hall fend liim up immediately 
to the worics ere£ting towards Kingibridge under the direc- 
tion of general Mifiiin, whom I ihall requefl to employ him* 

1 thb moment received a letter from general Greene, an 
cxtra£l of which I have inclofed. The intelligence it con« 
tains is of the moft important nature, and evinces the necef- 
Jity of the molt fpirited and vigorous exertions on our part* 

The expectation of the fleet under admiral Howe is cer- 
tainly the reafbn the army already come have not begun 
ibcir hoftile operations* When that arrives, w^: may look 
for the moft intereiling events, and fuch as, in all probabi- 
Kty, will have confiderable weight in the prcfcnt. contcft. It 
behoves us to be prepared in the beft manner : and i lubmit 
k again to Congrefs, whether the accounts given by their 
prifoners do not (hew the propriety of calling the fcveral 
continental regiments from the MaflTachufetts government, 
laifmg the flying camp with all poffible difpatch, and en* 
gaging the eaftern Indians. 

July 5. General Mercer arrived here on tuefday, and, 

the next morning, was ordered to Paulus-Hook to make 
(bme arrangements of the militia as they came in, and the 
beft difpoHtion he could to prevent the enemy croffing from 
Staten-Ifland, if they (hould have any fuch views. The 
diftrefled (itiiation of the inhabitants of Elizabethtown and 
Newark has fince induced me, upon their application, to give 
up all the militia from the Jerfeys, except thofe engaged for 
(up months, I am hopeful they will be able to repel any in* 
curfions that may be attempted. Generals Mercer and Liv-» 
ingfton are concerting plans for that purpofe. By a letter 
from the latter laft night, I am informed the enemy are 
throwing, up fmall works at all the pafles on the north fide 
of Staten-Ifland, which it is probable they mean to fecure. 

None of the Connecticut militia are yet arrived : fo that 
the reinforcement we* have receiveil is very inconGderable. 

A letter from general Schuyler, with fundry inclofures 
Jpf whu:h N^ r, 2, and 3, are exaft copies), this moment 

N 4 came 
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came to hand, and will no doubt claim^ as it ought to Ac^ 
the immediate attention of Congrcfs. The evils which snuft 
inevitably follow a difputed command are tQopbvioils aM 
alarming to admit a moment's ^chj in your decifion theiQ* 
upon : and, although I do not prefume to advife in a fnaU 
ter^ now, of this delicacy, yet as it appears evident that the 
northern army has retreated to Crown-Point| ^nd mean to^fk 
upon the defenfive only, I cannpt help giving it as my opinioii 
that one of the major-generals in th^t quarter would be mox^ 
ufefully employed here, or in the flying camp, than there ; 
for it becomes my duty to obferve, if another experienced 
oflicer is taken from hence in order to command the flying 
camp, that your grand army will be entirely ftrippcd of ge- 
nerals who have feen fervice,— being in a mapner alread]^ 
deditute of fuch. My diftrefs on this account,— the ap- 
pointment of general Whitcomb to the eaftern regiments,— 
a convi£lion in my own breaft that no troops will be fent tq 
Bofton, — and the certainty of a number coming to this 
place, — occafioned my poftponing, from time to time, fend- 
ing any general officer from hence to the caftward hereto- 
fore : and now I fliall wait the fentiments of Congrefs rela-» 
tive to the five regiments in Maflachufetts-'Bay, before I da 
any thing in this matter. 

The commiflary-general has been with me this morning, 
concerning the other matter contained in general Schuyler's 
letter refpe£ling the bufinefs of that department. He has, 
I believe, (in order to remove difficulties), recalled Mr, 
Avery, but Teems to think it neceflary in that cafe that Mr. 
Liviugilon fhould be left to himfelf, as he cannot be refpon- 
fible for perfons not of his own appointment. — This matter 
fhould alfo be clearly defined by Congrefs.— I have already 
given my opinion of the neceffity of thefe matters being 
under one general direftion, in fo full and clear a manner, 
that I ihall not take up the time of Congrefs to repeat it in 
this place. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
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Sil, New^rori, July 8, 1776, 

CONGRESS htfing refolved to raife a regiment of 
GermanB to counteract the defigns of our enemies, I mud 
beg leave to recommend to their notice John David Wilpert, 
now a fir{t ii^iitenant ^l colonel Shec's batallion, to the 
ofEce of captain In faid ipgiment. I am perfonally acquaint- 
ed with him> and know that he joined the Virginia forces 
under my command in the year 1754^ and continued in fer- 
vice the whole war, during which he conduced himfelf a^ 
an adive, vigilant, and brave officer. He is a German ; and 
his merit, m a foldierj entitles him much to the office hz 
iriftes for.rr-I have the honor to be, &c, G. W« 



Sir, NeW'Tork^ July lO, 1776, 

I AM now to acknowledge the receipt of your two 
/avors of thjC fourth and fixth inflant, which came duly to 
^and, with their important inclofures. 

I perceive that Congrefs have been employed in delibe- 
rating on meafures of the moft interefting nature. It is cer-, 
tain that it is not with us to determine in many indances 
what confequences will flow Trom our councils : but yet it 
behoves us to adopt fuch, as, under the fmiles of a gracious 
and all-kind proyidence, will be moft likely to promote our 
happinefs* I truft the late decifive part they have taken is 
calculated for that end, and will fecure us that freedom and 
thofc privileges, which have been and are refufed us, coi>* 
trary to the voice of nature and the Britifh conftitu- 
tion. Agreeable to the requeft of Congrefs, I caufed 
f THE DECLARATION" to be proclaimed before all 
the army under my immediate command j and have the 
pleafiire to inform them that the meafure feemed to have 
their mo(l hearty afTent, — the expreffions and behavior, 
both of officers and men, teftifying their warmeft approba- 
tion of it. I have tranfmitted a copy to General Ward at 

Bofton, 
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BoiUyn, requeuing Mm to hare it proclaimeci to tlic €onti<« 
nemal troops in that department. 

It b with great plcafurc that I hear the mQitia from Mary- 
hnd> the Delaware government, and Pennfylvania, will be ia 
motion every day to form the fiying.camp. It is of great im* 
portance, and ibould be xccompliibed with all poffibk diC-^ 
patch. The readineis and alaciity, wiib which the commit* 
tee of fafety of Pennfylvania and the other conferees have 
a^led in order to forward the ailbcxated militia of that ftate 
to tlie Jerfeyj for fervice till the men to compofe the fiying 
camp arrive, ftrongly evidence their regard to the common 
caufe, and that nothing on their part will be wanting to fup- 
port iu I hope, and I doubt nc^^ that the aflbciated militia, 
imprcfled with the expediency of the meafure, will imme* 
diatery carry it into execution, and furnilh in this inftancc 
a proof of the continuance of that zeal which has fa emi- 
uently marked their condu£i» I have directed the commiC- 
fery to make the i^ceflary provifion for their reception, who 
will^ alfo fupply the army for the fiying camp with rations. •*• 
A proper officer will be appointed to command it* 

In purfuance of the power gWen me by Cot^refs, and the 
arfvice ok my general oflSccrSj I have wrote to general Ward> 
and dtlired him forthwith to detach three of the failed regi- 
ments from the Maflachufetts-Bay to join the northera 
army»— eijeeming it a matter of the grcateft importance to 
have a fwificient force there to prevent the enemy paffing 
tfic hke and muking wi imprcffion in that quarter. — ^Tbe 
gondolas and gallies will be of great fervice j and I am hope-* 
fa) t^ carpenters you have fent from Philadelphia* and that 
will go from the eaflward on your application, will be able 
to build a fti£icient number u\ tiipe to anfwer every exi-» 
gency, 

I have requefted governor Gooke, if the duck mentioaed 
in Mr. Grcene*s letter is proper for tents, to have it m^de up 
as early as pofliWe, and forwarded here. I have alfo defireii 
l^m to fend (he flii)ts aqd fmal] arm:-, a$ 1 have general 
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^ard thofe .of the latter that were taken out of the Scotcli 
^anfports,— our deficiency in thcfe neccffary articles being 
Aill ipreat. 

Qbierving that Congrefs have particularly mentioned 
^ bounty of ten dollars to be paid to men of fome 
corps directed to be raifed in two or three inilances fince 
ihcir refolve of the twenty-fixth of June allowing fuch 
)x>unty, I h^ve been led to doubt how that refoive is to be 
1X)nftrued ; whether it is a general regulation, and extends to 
^U men that will engage for three years, — for inftance, the 
jToldiers of the prefept armyi if they will cnlift for that time. 
Jf it is, and extends to them, it will be neceffary to forward 
p large fum of money : — many perhaps would engage. 

I alfo pbferve, by their refolve of the twenty^fifth of June 
for ^Gng four regiments of militia in the eaftern govern, 
ments to augment the troops in the northern department, 
that the aflemblies of thofe governments are empowered to 
lippoint paymafters to the faid regiments. This appears ta 
ine a regulation of great ufe, and 1 could wifti that it was 
fnade general, and one allowed to every regiment in the fcr-^ 
yicc. Many advantages would refult from it 

Th? ConneQicut militia begin to come in : but from every 
account the batallipns will be very incomplete,— owing, they 
fey, to the bufy fe^fon of the year. That government, left 
any inconvenience might refult from their militia not being 
Jierc in time, ordered thre^ regiments of th^ir Hght-horfc to 
my affi{lance, p^t pf which have arrived. Cut, not having 
the means to fupport thepi (and, jf it could be done, the ex- 
penfe would be enprmous), J have thanked the gentlemen for 
tjicir zeal, and the attachpient they have manifeiled upon 
this occafion, and informed them that I cannot confent to 
their keeping their horfes,— at the fame time wifliing them 
to (lay tliemfelves. — -l am told they or yjjt of them mean to 
do fo. 

General Mercer is now in the Jcrfeys, for the purpofe of 
Receiving and ordering th? militia coming' for the ilyi"g 

C^mp: 
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camp : and I have fent over our chief engineer to view the 
ground within the neighborhood of Amboy, and to lay 
out feme neceflary works for the encampment, and fuch as 
may be proper at the different paffes in Bergen -Neck, and 
other places on th6 Jerfey (hore oppofite Staten-Ifland, to pre- 
vent the enemy making impreffions, and committing depre* 
dations on the property of the inhabitants. 

The intelligence we have from a few deferters that hayc 
Icome over to us, and from othelrs, is that general Howe has 
between nine and ten thoufand men, who are chiefly landed 
on the ifland, polled in different parts, and fecuring tKe fe^ 
vcral communications from the Jerfeys with fmall worfcs 
and intrenchments, to prevent our people from paying them 
avifit;— that the iflanders have all joined them, feem well 
difpofed to favoV their caufe, and have agreed to take up 
arms in their behalf. They look for admiral Howe's arrival 
every day with his fleet and a large reinforcement ; are in 
high fpirit% and talk confidently of fuccefs, and carrying all 
before ihem when he comes, I truft, through divine favor 
and our own exertions, they will be difappointed in their 
views : and, at all events, any advantages they may caia 
will coft them very dear. If our troops will behaVe ykdl 
(which I hope will be the cafe, having every thing to cort- 
tend for, that freemen hold 'dear), they will have to wade 
through much bjood and flaughter before they can carry any 
part of our works, if they carry them at all,— and, at beft, 
be in pofTeflion of a melancholy and mournful viftory.— 
May the facrednefs of our caufe infpire our loldiery with 
fentiments of heroifm, and lead them to the performance of 
the nobleft exploits! — Witlj this wiflx, I have the honor to 
be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, New-2'orkj July ii, ijj6. 

I WAS honored with your favor of the eighth inftant 

by yefterday-mornihg's poll, with the feveral refolves to 

which 
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which you referred my attention. I fliall duly regard thtm^ 
and attempt their execution as far as I am able. 

By virtue of the difcretionary power thatCoirgrefs were 
j)lea{'ed to vefl me with, and by advice of fuch of my gene- 
iral officers asl have had an opportunity of confuhing, i^have 
QPdefed the two remaining; continental regiments in the Matf 
(achufetts^Bay to march immediately for the defence of thl# 
pjbce^ in fuU confidence that nothing hoftile will be attempt^ 
ed againft that ftate in the prefent campaign. 

I hare wrote to the general court of Maflachufetts-Bayt and 
tnuifmitted a copy of the refolve for employing the eaftem 
todiansy entreating their good offices in this inftance^ and 
their exertions to have them forthwith engaged and marched 
to join this army. I have defired five or fix hundred of them. 
to be enlifted for two or three years, if they will content to. 
ity — ^fubje^ to an earlier difcharge, if it (hall be thought ne- 
ceflary^ — and upon the fame terms as the continental troops^ 
if better cannot be had, — though I am hopeful they may. 
.In my letter of yeflcrday I mentioned the arrival of part 
Qf the ConnetSlicut light-horfe to affid in the defence of this, 
place, and my objeftion to their horfes being kept. Four 
or five hundred of them are now come in : and, in judice to 
their zeal and laudable attachment to the caufe of their 
country, I am to inform you that they have confented to 
ftay as long as occafion may require, though they fhould be at 
the cxpenfe of maintaining their, horfes themfelves. They 
have paflured them out about the neighborhood of Kingf- 
bridge (being unwilling to fend them away) at the rate of 
half a dollar per week each, meaning to leave it entirely with 
Congrefs either to allow or refufe it, as they fhall judge 
proper. I promifed to make this reprefentation, and thought 
it my duty 5 and will only obferve that the motives which 
induced them at firfl: to fet out were good and praife-worthy, 
and were, to afford the moft fpeedy and early fuccour, 
which they apprehended would be wanted before the militia 
arrived. Their fervices may be extremely important,— . 
7 being 
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being moft of them, if not all, men of reputation and dt 
property. 

The fabjefk of the indofed copy of a letter from governor* 
TnmibuJl I beg leave to fubmit to the confideratioii of Con* 
grcfs. They will perceive from his reprefcdtation the dif* 
quieting apprehenfion^ that have feized on the minds of thci 
people fince the retreat of the northern army, and how ex- 
pofed the northern frontiers of New- York and New-Hamp-* 
fhire are to the ravages and incurfions of the Indians* HoW 
hx it may be expedient to raife the batallion he conceives ne- 
ceflary to prevent the calamities and diftrefles he points out j 
Aey will determine, upon what he has fald, and the neceffity 
that may appear to them for the meafure ; — whati hav<e done^ 
being only to lay the matter before them in compliance with 
ids wifhes* 

I have alfo inclofed a memorial from the furgeons*-mate8^ 
fctting forth the inadequacy of their pay to their fervices and 
maintenance, and praying that it may be increafed. I (hall 
obferve that they have a long time complained in this in* 
ftance, and that fome additional allowance may not be un^ 
necelfary. 

As I am truly fenfible the time of Congrefs is much takett 
tip with a variety of important matters, it is with unwilling- 
nefs and pain I ever repeat a requeit after having once 
made it^ or take the liberty of enforcing any opinion of mine 
after it is once given : but as the eilablifliing of fome office 
for auditing accounts is a matter of exceeding importance 
to the public intereft, I would beg leave once more to call 
the attention of Congrefs to an appointment competent to 
the purpofe. Two motives induce mq to urge the matter i 
firft, a conviftion of the utility of the meafure ;— fecortdly, 
that [ may (land exculpated if hereafter it fliould appear that 
money has been improperly expended, and necefiaries foi^ 
the army obtained upon unreafonable terms* 

For me, whofe time is employed from the hour of mf 
xiiing till I retire to bed agalui to go into an examination of. 

the 
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Ae accounts of fach an smny as this with any d^ree of preci« 
lion andexa£lne&) without neglcSing other matters of tcqual 
importance^ is utterly imprafticabie. All that I have been abk 
lo do (and that, in fad, was doing notfaing)^ was^ when the 
oommiflary, and quarter-mafter, and diredor-general of the 
hofpitai (for it is to thefe the great advances are made ) applied- 
fer warrants,— to make them at times produce a general ac- 
count of their expencKtunes. But dib anfwers no raiuable pur- 
pofe. It b the mtnuttae that muft be gone into, — the propnety 
of each diarge examined, — ^the vouchers looked intoj— itnti, 
widi refped to the commiffary-general, his vt^ualling r^^turas 
and expenditures of piovifions ihouid be compared with his 
purchafes : otherwife a perfon in this department, if he was 
incfined to be knavifh, might purchafe large quantities with 
At puUic money, and fell one half of it again (or priva&e 
emolument ; and yet his accounts upon^ paper would appear 
£iir, and be fapported with vouchers for every charge. 

I do not urge this matter from a fufpicion of any unfair 
fm^Hces in cither of the departments be£bre>m,eiUioned ; 
. and forry &oUld I be if this conftruftion was put upon it,— 
liaTing a high opinion of the honor and integrity of thck 
jemiemen. But there ihouid nevertheleis be fome control 
as well upon ihdt difcretion as honefty :— to which may be 
added, that accounts become perplexed and confufed by- 
long (landing, and the errors thezein not to dircoverable as 
if they underwent an early revifion and examination. I am 
well appriied that a treafury-office of accounts has been re« 
iblved upon, and an auditor-general for fettling all public 
accounts z but, with all deference and fubmiilion to the opi- 
nion of Congrefs, thefe inftitutions are not calculated to 
pi^event the inconveniences I have mentioned ; nor can they 
lie competent to the purpofes, circumflanced as they arc. 

We have intelligence from a deferter that came to us, 
that, on wednefday morning, the Afia, Chatham, and Grey- 
bound men-of-war weighed anchor, and (it was faid) in- 
lipodcd to pafs up the North-river above the city, to prevent 

the 
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the communicatiod with the Jerfeys* They did not attehip& 
k, nor does he know what prevented them.— A prifoner be- 
longing to the tenth regiment, taken yeftcrday^ informs that 
they hourly expedied admiral Howe and his fleet. He adds t^at 
a Teilel has arrived from them, and the prevailing opinioaiss^ 
that an attack will be made immediately on their arrival. 

By a letter from general Ward, I am informed that tl^ 
fmall-pox has broke out at Bofton, and infe£ted ibme of the, 
troops. I have wrote to him to place the invalids under an-, 
officer, to remain till they are well ; and to ufe every poffible 
precaution to prevent the troops from thence bringmg the. 
infecSlion. The diftreffes and calamities we have alresdy 
fiifFered by this diforder in one p^rt of our army, I hope^ 
will excite his utmoft care that they may not be increafed.. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G* W. 



SlR,^ New-^Tprk, July 12, 1 776. 

THE defign of this is to inform Congrefs, that, aiioutr 
half after three o'clock this evening, two of the enemy's, 
ihips of war, one of forty and the other of twenty guns»: 
with three tenders, weighed anchor in the bay oppofite 
Statenrlfland, and, availing themfelves of a briflc and favor- 
able breeze, with: a flowing tide, ran paft our batteries up 
the North-river, without receiving any certain damage that 
I could perceive, notwithftanding a heavy and inceflTant can- 
nonade was kept up from our feveral batteries here, as well 
as from that at Paulus-Hbok. They, on their part, returned 
and contined the fire as they ran by. — ^I difpatched an ex* 
prefsto brigadier-general Mifilin at our encampment towards 
the upper end of the ifland ; but have not heard whether 
they have got by, or received any damage. 

The account tranfmitted by this morning's poft, rcfpedHng . 
the arrival of one of the fleet, feems to be confirmed. Se- 
veral (hips have come in to-day : among them, one this 
evening, with a Saint-George's flag at her forc-top-maft- 

head 
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head, which we conclude to be admiral Howe from the cir- 
cumftance of die flag, and the feveral and general falutes 
that were paid. It is probable they will all arrive in a day 
or two, and immediately b^gin their operations. 

As it will be extremely necefTary that the flying camp 
fliould be well provided with powder and ball, and it may 
be impra£bicable to fend fupplies from hence on account of 
our hurry and engagements (befides, the communication 
may be uncertain), I muft beg the attention of Congrefs to 
this matter, and requeft that they will forward with all 
poffible expedition fuch a quantity of muflcet-powder and 
lead (if balls of different fizes cannot be had), as will be 
fttfficient for the militia to compofe that camp. 

By an exprefs this minute arrived from general Mifflin, 
the fliips have paffed his works. 

I am, in hafte, withfentiments of great regard, &c. G. W. 

A quarter faji eighty P. M. 



Sir, New^Torky July 14, 1776. 

MY laft of friday evening, which I had the honor of 
addreffing you, advifed that two of the enemy's fhips of war 
and three tenders had run above our batteries here and the 
works at the upper end of the ifland. I am now to inform you, 
that, yefterday forenoon, receiving intelligence from general 
Mifflin that they had palTed the Tappan-Sea, and were try- 
ing to proceed higher up, — by advice of R. R. Livingfton, 
efquire, and other gentlemen, 1 difpatched exprefles to 
general Clinton of Ulfter, and the committee of fafety for 
Duchefs-county, to take meafures for fecuring the pafTes in 
the Highlands, left they might have defigns of feizing 
them, and have a force concealed for the purpofe. I wrote 
the evening before to the ccmmandilig officer of the two 
garrifons there to be vigilant and prepared again ft any at- 
tempts they or any difaffe£ted perfons might make again ft 
them, and to forward exprefTes all the way to Albany, that 
Vol. I. O provilaoa 
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provifion and other vefTels might be fecured and prevented 
falling into their hands. 

The information given gerieral Mifflin was rather prema- 
ture, as to their having gone paft the Sea. — A letter from 
the committee of Orange-county, which came to hand this 
morning, fays they were there yeflerday, and that a regi- 
ment of their militia was under arms, to prevent their land- 
ing and making an incurfion. The meflenger who brought 
it, and to whom it refers for particulars, adds that a party 
of them, in two or three boats, had approached the Ihore, 
but were forced back by our people firing at them. Since 
the manoeuvre of friday, there have been no other move- 
ments in the fleet. 

General Sullivan, in a letter of the fecond inftant, in- 
fornis me of his arrival with the army at Crown-Point, 
where he is fortifying and throwing up works. He adds 
that he has fecured all the (lores except three cannon left at 
Chamblee, which in part is made up by taking a fine twelve- 
pounder out of the lakd. — The army is fickly, — many with 
the fmall-pox 5 and he is apprehenfive the militia, ordered 
to join them, will not efcape the infe6lion. — An officer he 
had fent to reconnoitre had reported that he faw at Saint 
John's about a hundred and fifty tents, — twenty at Saint 
Roy 's, and fifteen at Chamblee •, and works at the firft were 
bufily carrying on. 

I have inclofed a general return of the army here, which 
will fliew the whole of our ilrength. All the detached polls 
are included. 

A letter from the eaflward, by lad-night's poll, to Mr. 
Hazard, pod-mailer in this city, advifes that two (hips had 
been taken and carried into Cape- Ann, — one from Antigua, 
configned to general Howe, with four hundred and thirty- 
nine puncheons of rum, — the other a J;;maica-man, with 
four hundred hogHKacis of fugar, two hundred puncheons of 
rum, thirty -nine bales of cotton, pimento, fuftic, &c, &c. 
Jiach mounted two guns, fix-pounders. 

About 
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About three o'clock this afternoon I wa? informed that a 
flag from lord Howe was coming up, and waited with two 
of our whale-boats, until direftions fliould be given. I im- 
mediately convened fuch of the general officers as were not 
upon other duty, who agreed in opinion that I ought not to 
receive any letter direftcd to me as a private gentleman : 
but if otherwife, and the officer defired to come up to de- 
liver the letter himfelf, as was fuggefted, he fliould come 
under a fafe-conduft. Upon this, I direfted colonel Reed 
to go down and manage the affiiir under the above general 
inftruftion. 

On his return, he informed me, that, after the common 
civilities, the officer acquainted him that he had a letter from 
lord Howe to Mr. Wafhington, which he fhewed under a 
fupcrfcription, " To George JVaJhlngton^ efquire,^^ — Colonel 
Reed replied there was no fuch perfon in the army, and that 
a letter intended for the general could not be received under 
fuch a dire£lion. — The officer expreflcd great concern, — faid 
it was a letter rather of a civil than military nature, — that 
lord Howe regretted he had not arrived fooner, — that he 
(lord Howe) had great powers. — The anxiety to have the 
letter received was very evident, though the officer difclaimed 
all knowledge of its contents. However, colonel Reed's in- 
ftruftions being pofitive, they parted. — After they had got 
fome diftance, the officer with the flag again put about, and 
afked under what direflion Mr. Wafliington chofe to be ad- 
drefled : — to which colonel Reedanfwered, his ftation was well 
known, and that certainly they could be at no lofs how to 
direft to him.— -The officer faid they knew it and lamented 
it J and again repeated his wifh that the letter could be re- 
ceived. — Colonel Reed told him a proper diredion would 
obviate all difficulties, and that this was no nev/ matter, — 
this fubje£l having been fully difcuffed in the courfe of the 
laft year ; of which lord Howe could not be ignorant : — 
upon which they parted. 

I would not upon any occafion facrifice eflentials to punc- 

(3 2 tillp ; 
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tilio : but in this inflancc, the opinion of others concurring 
with my own, I deemed it a duty to my country and my ap- 
pointment, to in fid upon that rcfpeft, which, in any other 
than a public view, I would willingly have waved. Nor do 
I doubt, but, from the fuppofed nature of the meffage, and 
the anxiety expreffed, they will either repeat their flag, or fall 
upon fome mode to communicate the import and [^contentsj 
of it. 

I have been duly honored with your two letters, — that of 
the tenth by Mr. Andcrfon, — and the eleventh, with its in- 
clofures. I have direfted the quarter-mafter to provide him 
with every thing he wants to carry his fcheme into execur 
tion. It is an important one, and 1 wifti it fuccefs ; but am 
doubtful that it will be better in theory than practice. 

The paflage of the (hips of war and tenders up the river 
is a matter of great importance, and has excited much con- 
jedlure and fpeculation. To me two things have occurred^ 
as leading, them to this proceeding, — firft a defign to feizc 
on the narrow pafies on both fides of the river, giving almoft 
the only land-communication with Albany, and of confe- 
quence with our northern army ; for which purpofe they 
might have troops concealed on board, which they deemed 
competent of themfelves, as the defiles are narrow,— or that 
they would be joined by many difafl'efted perfons in that 
quarter. Others Have added a probability of their having 
a large quantity of arms on board, to be in readinefs to 
put into the hands of the tories imniediately on the arrival » 
of the fleet, or rather at the time they intend to make their 
attack. — The fecond is, to cut off entirely all intercourfe 
between this and Albany by water, and the upper country, 
and to prevent fupplie« of every kind going and coming. 

Thcfe matters are truly alarming, and of fuch importance, 
that I have wrote to the provincial congrcfs of New- York, 
and recommended to their ferious confideration the adoption 
of every poflTible expedient to guard againft the two firft ; 
and have fuggeftcd the propriety of their employing the mi- 

litiaj 



OFFICIAL LETTERS. 197 

Kda, or fome part of them, in the counties in which thefe 
xlefiles are, to keep the enemy from poileifing them, till fur- 
ther provifioif can be made; and to write to the fevcral lead- 
ing perfons on our fide in that quarter, to be attentive to all 
the movements of the (hips and the difafTefled, in order 
to difcover and fniftrate whatever pernicious (chemes tjiey 
have in view. * 

In refpeG to the fecond conjefture of my own, and which 
feems to be generally adopted,'! have the pleafure to inform 
Cbngrefs, that, if their defign is to keep the armies frbm 
provifion, the commiiTary has told me upon inquiry, he has 
forwarded fupplies to Albany (now there, and above it) fuffi- 
cient for ten thoufand men for four months ; — that he has 
a fufficiency here for twenty thoufand men for three months, 
and an abundant quantity fecured in different parts of the 
Jerfeys for the flying camp, befides having about four thou- 
fand barrels of flour in fome neighboring part of Conne£ti« 
cut. Upon this head, there is but little occafion for any ap- 
prehenfions, at leafl; for a confiderable time. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. Wp 

P. S. I have fent orders to the commanding officer of the 
Pennfylvania militia to march to Amboy, as their remaining 
3t Trenton can be of no fervice. 



Sir, New-Torky July 15, 1776. 

THIS will be handed you by Mr. Griffin, who has 
alfo taken upon him the charge and delivery of two packets 
containing fundry letters which were fent to Amboy yefter- 
day by a flag, and forwarded to me to-day by general Mer» 
cer. — The letter addreflfed to governor' Franklin came open 
to my hands. 

I was this morning honored with yours of the thirteenth 
inftant, with its important and neceflary inclofures ; and, in 
obedience to the commands of Congrefs, have tranfmitted 
general Qowe the refolves intended for him. Thofe for 

O 3 general 
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general Burgoyne I inclofed and fent to general Schuyler, 
with dire£lions immediately to forward them to him. 

The inhuman treatment of the whole, and murder of 
part of our people, after their furrender and capitulation, 
was certainly a flagrant violation of that faith which ought to 
be held facred by all civilifed nations, and founded in the moft 
favage barbarity. It highly deferved the fevered reprobation ; 
and I trufl the fpirited meafures Congrefs have adopted upon 
the occafion will prevent the like in future : but if they fhould 
not, and the claims of humanity are difregarded, juftice and 
policy will require recourfe to be had to the law of retalia- 
tion, however abhorrent and difagreeable to our natures in 
cafes of torture and capital punifhments. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, New-Tor k, July 17, 1776. 

I WAS this morning honored with yours of the 
fifteenth inftant, with fundry refolves. 

I perceive the meafures Congrefs have taken to expedite 
the raifing of the flying camp, and providing it with articles 
of the greateft ufe. You will fee by a poflfcript to my let- 
ter of the fourteenth, I had wrote to the commanding officer 
of the Pennfylvania miliria, ordering them to be marched from 
Trenton to Amboy, as their remaining there could not anfwer 
the leafl public good. For, having con fulted with fundry gentle- 
men, I was informed, if the enemy mean to direft their views 
towards Pennfylvania or penetrate the Jerfeys, their route will 
be fron} near Amboy, and either by way of Brunfwic or 
Boundbrook, — the lower road from South-Amboy being 
through a woody fandy country. Befides, they will be then 
able to throw in fuccour here, and to receive it from hence 
in cafes of emergency. 

The Connefticut light-horfe, mentioned in my letter of 
the eleventh, notwithftanding their then promife to con- 
tinue here for the defence of this place, are now difcharged, 

and 
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and about to return home, — having peremptorily refufed all 
kind of fatigue duty, or even to mount guard, claiming an 
exemption as troopers. Though their afPiftance is much 
needed, and might be of effential fervice in cafe of an at- 
tack, yet I judged it advifable, on their application and 
claim of fuch indulgences, to difcharge them j as granting 
them would fct an example to others, and might produce 
many ill confequences. The number of men included in 
the laft return, by this, is leiTened about five hundred. 

I laft night received a letter from general Schuyler, with 
feveral inclofures, copies of which I have herewith tranfmit- 
ted. They will give Congrefs every information I have re- 
fpefling our northern army and the fituation of our affairs 
in that quarter ; — to which I beg leave to refer their atten- 
tion. — I cannot but exprefs my furprife at the fcarcity of 
provifion which general Schuyler mem ions, after what the 
commiflary aflured me, and which formed a part of my letter 
of the fourteenth. He ftill affures me of the fame. — This is a 
diftreffing circumftance, as every article of provifion, and 
every thing neceflary for that department, can have no other 
now than a land-conveyance, the water-communication from 
hence to Albany being entirely cut off. 

Congrefs will pleafe to confider the inclofure, N° 6, about 
raifing fix companies out of the inhabitdnts about the lakes, 
to prevent the incurfions of the Indians. The general 
officers, in their minutes of council, have determined it a 
matter of much importance ; — and their attention to the 
price of goods furnifhed the foldiery may be extremely ne- 
cefTary. They have complained much upon this head. 

The retreat from Crown-Point feems to be coniidcred in 
oppofite views by the general and field officers. The for- 
mer (I am fatiblicd) have weighed the matter well; and yet 
the reafons afTigned by the latter againft it appear ftrong 
and forcible. — I hope whatever is done will be for the 
beft. * * * 

By a letter from the committee of Orange-county, received 

O 4 this 
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this mornipg, the men-of-war and tenders were yefterday at 
Haverfliam-bay, about forty miles above this. A number 
of men, in lour barges from the tenders, attempted to landj| 
with a view (they fuppofe) of faking fome flieep and cattle, 
that had been previoufly removed. — ?A fmall number of mi- 
litia that were cohered obliged them to retreat, without their 
doing any damage with their cannon. — They were founding 
the water up towards the Highlands ; by which it is pro-f 
bable they \yill attempt to pafs with part of the fleet, if 
poflible. 

Yefterday evening a <flag came from general Howe with ^ 
letter addrelTed " Ti George Wafbington^ efquire^ isfc, fafr, 
£sfr." — It was not received, upon the fame principle that 
the one from lord Howe was refufed. 

} have the honor to be, &c. Q. Wf 



SlR^ NeW'Tort, July 19, iJjS* 

I HAVE been duly honored with your favors of th^ 
fixtecnth and feventeenth, with the feveral refolves they con-? 
taincd j to the execution of which, fo far as fliall be in my 
power, I will pay proper attention. 

In my letter of the feventeenth I tranfmitted you a copy 
of one from general Schuyler, and of its feveral inclofures,— 7 
I confefs the determination of the council of general officers 
on the feventh, to retreat from Crown-Point, furprlfed me 
much : and the more I confider it, the more ftriking docf 
the impropriety appear. The reafons aflign^d againft it by 
the field-officers, in their remonftrance, coincide greatly with 
my own ideas and thofe of the other general officers I have 
had an opportunity of confulting with, and feem to be of 
confiderable weight,— I may add, conclufive. — I am not fo 
fully acquainted with the geography of that country and the 
fituation of the different pofts, as to pronounce a peremptory 
judgment upon the matter : but, if my ideas are right, the 

poflTcffioi^ 
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pofleflion of Crown-Point is effential, to give ns the fupe- 
riority and maftery upon the lake. 

That the enemy wjli poflefs it as foon as abandoned by us, 
there can be no doubt : and if tlicy do, whatever gallies or 
force we keep on the lake will be unqueftionably in their rear, 
—How they are to be fupported there, or what fuccour can be 
drawn from them there, is beyond my comprehenfion' — Per-* 
haps it is only meant that they (hall be employed on the com* 
in^nication between that and Ticonderoga. If this is the cafe, 
I fear the views of Congrefs will not be anfwered, nor the 
falutary ^fFefts be derived from them, that were intended. 

I have mentioned my furprifc to general Schuyler, and 
^ould, by the advice of the general officers here, have 
diredied that that pod ihould be maintained, had it not 
been for two caufes, — an apprehenfion that the works have 
been deflroyed, and that, if the army fliould be ordered from 
Ticonderoga, or the poft oppofite to it (where I pre fume 
they are), to repoffefs it, they would have neither one place 
nor another fecure and in a defenfible ftate : — the other, left 
it might increafe the jealoufy and ' diverfity of opinions 
which feem already too prevalent in that army, and efta- 
blifli a precedent for the inferior officers to fet up their judg- 
ments whenever they would, in oppofition to thofe of their 
fuperiors,— a matter of great delicacy, and that might lead 
to fatal confequences, if countenanced ;— though in the pre- 
fent inftance I could wifh their reafoning had prevailed. 

If the army has not removed, what I have faid to general 
Schuyler may perhaps bring on a reconfideratjon of the mat- 
ter ; and it rnay not be too late to take meafures for main- 
taining that poft. But of this I have no hope. 

In confequence of the refolve of Congrefs for three of the 
caftern regiments to reinforce the northern army, I wrote 
to general Ward, and, by advice of my general officers, di-r 
irefted them to march to Norwich, and there to embark for 
Albany ; conceiving that two valuable purpofes might refult 
herefrom, — firft, that they would fooner join the army by 

purfuing 
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purfuing this route, and be faved from the diftrefs and fatigue 
that muft attend every long march through the country at 
this hot and uncomfortable feafon ; — and fecondly, that rhey 
might give fuccour here, in cafe the enemy ihould make ao 
attack about the time of their pafling. But the enemy hav- 
ing now, vi'ith their (hips of war and tenders, cut oiF the 
water-communication from hence to Albany, I have wrote 
this day and direfted them to proceed by land acrofs the 
country. — If Cbngrefs difapprove the route, or wifli to 
give any orders about them, you will pleafe to certify me 
thereof, that I may take meafures accordingly. 

Inclofed I have the honor to tranfmit you copies of a let- 
ter and fundry refolutions which I received yellerday from 
the convention of this Hate. By them you will perceive they 
have been a£ling upon matters of great importance, and 
are exerting themfelves in the mod vigorous manner to de- 
feat the wicked defigns of the enemy, and fuch difaiFc£l:ed 
perfons as may incline to afiift and facilitate their views. — 
In compliance with their requeft, and on account of the 
fcarcity of money for carrying their falutary views into exe- 
cution, I have agreed to lend them, out of the fmall (lock 
now in hand (not more than fixty thoufand dollars), twenty 
thoufand dollars, in part of what they want ; which they 
promife fpeedily to replace. — Had there been money fuffi- 
cient for paying the whole of our troops, and no more, I 
could not have done it. But as it was otherwife, and by 
no means proper to pay a part and not the whole, I could 
not forefee any inconveniences that would attend the loan ;— 
on the contrary, that it might contribute in fome degree to 
forward their fchemes. — I hope my condudl in this inftancc 
will not be difapproved. 

I inclofed governor Trumbull a copy of their letter and of 
their feveral refolves, to-day, by colonel Broom and Mr. 
Duer, two members of the convention, who are going to 
wait on him ; but did not think myfelf at liberty to urge or 
requeft his intereft in forming the camp of fix thoufand men, 

as 
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vls the levies, diredled by Congrefs to be furnifhed the third of 
June, for the defence of this place, by that government, are 
but little more than one-third come in. At the fame time, 
the propofition I think a good one, if it could be carried into 
execution. In cafe the enemy (houid attempt to efFedl a 
landing above Kingfbridgc, and to cut off the communication 
between this city and the country, an army to hang on their 
rear would diftrefs them exceedingly. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W# 

The inclofed paper (hould have been fent before, but was 
omitted through hurry. 

P. S. After I had clofed my letter, I received one from 
general Ward, a copy of which is herewith tranfmitted. — I 
have wrote him to forward the two regiments now at BoC- 
ton, by the mod direft road, to Ticonderoga, as foon as they 
are well, with the utmofl expedition ; and cbnfider their 
having had the fmall-pox, as a fortunate circumftance. When 
the three arrive which have marched for Norwich, I fhall 
immediately fend one of them on, if Congrefs (hall judge it 
expedient j — of which you will pleafe to inform me. 



Sir, New-Torky July 21, 1776. 

I HAVE juft time to acknowledge the receipt of 
your favor of the nineteenth. The intereiling in^^elligcncc 
of the fuccefs of our arms in the fouthern department gives 
me the higheft fatisfaftion. Permit me to join my joy to 
the congratulations of Congrefs upon this event. — To-mor- 
row I will write more fully. 

Two 0* clocks P. M. I this moment had report made me, 
that ten fnips were feen in the offing, coming in, — I fup- 
pofe, part of admiral Howe's fleet. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 



Sir\ 
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Sir, Ncw-rork^-JuIy 22y lTj6. 

YOUR favors of the eighteenth and nineteenth, with 
which you have been pleafed to honor me, hai^e been duly 
received, with the feveral refolves alluded to. 

When the letter and declaration, from lord Howe to Mr.' 
Franklin and the .other late governors, come to be publifhed> 
1 ihould fiippofe the warmeft advocates for dependence cm 
the Britifh crown muft be filent, and be convinced beyond 
all pofCbility of doubt, that all that has been faid about 
the commiffioners was illufory, and calculated' cxprefsly to 
deceive and unguard, not only the good peopleof our own 
country, but thofc of the Englifh nation that were averfe to 
the proceedings of the king and miniftry. Hence we fee the' 
caufe why a fpecification of their powers was not given the^ 
jpiayor and city of London, on their addrefs requefting it. 
That would have been dangerous, bccaufe it would then 
have been manifeft that the line of conduft they were to 
purfue would be totally variant from that they had in- 
duftrioufly propagated, and amufed the public with. — The 
uniting the civil and military offices in the fame perfons, 
too, mud be conclufive to every thinking one, that there is 
to be but little negotiation of the civil kind. 

I have inclofed, for the fatisfa£lion of Congrefs, the fub* 
ftance of what pafled beween myfelf and lieutenant-colonel 
Patterfon, adjutant-general, at an interview had yefterday in 
confequence of a requeft from general Howe the day be- 
fore ; — to which I beg leave to refer them for particdlars. 

Colonel Knox of the train having often mentioned to me 
the neceflity of having a much more numerous body of zx^ 
tillerifts than what there now is, in cafe the prefenl conteft 
ihould continue longer, — and knowing the deficiency in this 
inftance, and their extreme ufefulnefs,— 1 defired him to 
pommit his ideas upon the fubjeft to writing; in order that I 
might tranfmit them to Congrcfs for their confideration. 
Agreeable to my requeft, he has done it j and tlie propriety 
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of !us plan IS now fubmitted for their dccifion. It is certain 
that wc have not more at this time than are fufEcient for th:: 
fi^eral cxtenfive polls we now have, — including the draughts 
widch he fpeaks of, and which, I pre fume (not only from 
what he has informed me, but from t!ie nature of the thing)^ 
can never be qualified to render the fame fervice as if they 
were regularly appointed and formed into a corps for that 
particular purpofe. 

I beg leave to remind Congrefs that fomc time ago I laid 
before them the propofals of fome perfons here for forming 
a company pf light-horfe j and the prefident^s anfwer, a lit- 
tle time after, intimated that the plan feemed to be approved 
of. — ^As thofe who wanted to make up the troop are fre- 
quently prefllng me for an anfwer, I could wiffa to be ia« 
Tored with the decifion of Congrefs upon the fubjc<9:. 

By a letter from general Schuyler, of the fourteenth in- 
ftant, dated at Albany, he informs me, that, the day before, 
fome defperate defigns of the tories in that quarter had been 
difcovered, the particulars of which he could not divuJgc, being 
ander an oath of fecrecy ; — however, that fuch measures had 
been taken, as to promife a prevention of the intended miC* 
chief; and that four of the confpirators (among them, a 
ringleader) were apprehended about one o'clock that morn- 
ing, not far from the town. What the plot was, or who 
were concerned in it, is a matter I am ignorant of as yet. 

With my bed regards to Congrefs, I have the honor to be 
your and their mod obedient fervant, G. W. 

P. S. Congrefs will pleafe to obferve what was propofed 
rcfpefiing the exchange of Mr. LovelJ, and fignify their 
pleafure in your next. — The lafl: week's return is alfo in- 
clofed. 



Sir, , ^ New-York^ July 22, 1776. 

CONGRESS having been pleafed to . appoint Mr. 
Wilpcr to the command of a company in the German ba- 

tallion 
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tallion now raifing, 1 have directed him to repair to Phila- 
^delphia for their orders. From my acquaintance with him, 
I am perfuaded his conduft as an officer will merit their ap- 
probation : and, thanking them for their kind attention to my 
recommendation of him, I have the honor to be, with fenti- 
ments of the higheft refpeft, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Neiv-Torky July 23, 1776. 

I WAS honored with your favor of the twentieth by 
yefterday's poll, fince which, and my letter, nothing of mo- 
ment has occurred. 

The fliips, mentioned in my letter of the twenty-firft to 
have been in the offing, got in that day, and are fuppofed to 
be part of the Scotch fleet, having landed fome Highlanders 
yefterday. 

Inclofed I have the honor to tranfmit you copies of a let- 
ter and fundry rcfolutions which I received laft night from 
the convention of this ftate. They will inform you of the 
computed number of inhabitants and flock upon Naflau- 
Ifland, and their fentiments on the impracticability of re- 
moving the latter; and alfo of the meafures they think ne- 
ceflary and likely to fecure them 

I have alfo inclofed a letter from Mr, Faefli to lord Stir- 
ling upon the fubjed: of a cannon-furnace for the ufe of the 
ftates. Congrefs will fee his plan and propofals, and deter- 
mine upon them as they fhall judge proper. 

I am, fir, with every fentiment of refpedl, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Ncw-Torky July 23, 1776. 

SINCE I had the pleafure of writing you by this 
morning's poft, I was favored with a letter from governor 
Trumbull, a copy of which is inclofed, and to which I beg 
leave to refer you. — In regard to the flock he mentions, I 
wrote to him, requefling that they might be removed from 
the iflands on whiqh they were, as I conceived it of great 
9 importance 
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importance to diftrefs the enemy as much as pofiible in the 
article of frefti provifion. — ^I wifh the other governments 
may follow his example, and have it removed from the 
iflands belonging to them refpcftively. 

When the (hips of war and tenders went up the river, it 
was thought expedient that application fhould be made for 
the Connecticut row-gallies and thofe belonging to Rhode- 
Ifland, in order to attempt fomething for their deftruftion. 
As foon as they arrive we fhall try to employ them in fomc 
ufeful way, — but in what, or how fuccefsfully, I cannot at 
■prefent determine. 

Congrefs will pleafe to obferve what Mr. Trumbull fays 
refpe<fting the continental regiment raifing under colonel 
Ward. If they incline to give any orders about their defti- 
nation, you will pleafe to' communicate them by the earlieft 
opportunity, as their march will be fufpended till they are 
known. 

The orders Mr. Trumbull has given to the officers of 
their cruifers, to flop provifion-veffels, feem to be neceffary. 
We have too much reafon to believe that fome have gone 
voluntarily to the enemy, and that there are many perfons who 
would continue to furniih them with large fupplies : and, 
however upright the intentions of others may be, it will be 
a matter of the utmoft difficulty, if not an impoffibility, for 
any to efcape falling into their hands now, as every part of 
the coaft (it is probable) will fwarm with their fhips of war 
and tenders. I had propofed writing to the convention of 
this ftate upon the fubjeft before I received his letter ; and 
am now more perfuaded of the neceflity of their taking 
fome fteps to prevent further exportations down the Sound. 
In my next I (hall inform them of the intelligence received 
from Mr. Trumbull, and recommend the matter to their at- 
tention. — I have the honor to be, ^c. G. W. 

P. S. It appears abfolutely neceflary that the exportation 
of provifion fhouM be ftoppeJ. Our army is large, and 
otherwife may want. Nor can individuals be injured, as 

they 
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diey have a ready-money market for every thing they have to> 
difpdfe of in that way. 



Sir, New-Torkj "[fuly 25, 1776. 

DlSAGREEABLlTas it is to me and unpleafing as 
k may be to Corigrefe to multiply officers, I find myfelf uit* 
der the unavoidable ncceffity of afking an increafe of my 
aides-de-camp. The augmentation of my command,— ;the 
increafe of my correfpondence,— the orders to give,— the 
inftruftions to draw, — cut out more bufinefs than I am able 
to execute iu time with propriety. The bufinefs of fo many 
difitirent departments centring with me, and by me to be 
handed on to Congrcfs for their information, — added to the 
intercourfe I am obliged to keep up with the adjacent ftatC8». 
— and incidental occurrences, — all of which require confi- 
dential and not hack writers to execute, — renders it impoffi- 
ble, in the pre fen t (late of things, for my family to dif- 
charge the feveral duties expeded of me, with that pre* 
cifion and difpatch that I could wifh. — What will it be 
then, when we come into a more a£tive fcene, and I am 
called upon from twenty different places perhaps at the fame 
inftant ? 

Congrefs will do me the juftice to believe (I hope) that it 
is not my inclination or wifli to run the continent to any un^ 
neceffary expenfe; and thofe who better know me will not 
fufpedl that Ihew and parade can have any influence on my 
nrind in this inftance. A conviftion of the neceffity of it^ 
for the regular difcharge of the truit repofed in me, is the 
governing motive for the application •, ai)d, as fuch, is fub- 
mitted to Congrefs by, fir, your moft obedient, &c. G.* W* 



Sir, NeW'Torky July 27, 1776. 

I WAS yefterday morning honored with your favor 
of the twenty-fourth inftant with its feveral inclofurcs, to 
which I (hall pay the ftri£left attention, 

7 '^ 
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^ THc confidence Congrefs are pleafed to repofe in my 
judgment demands my warrtieft acknowledgments, and they 
may reft afTi^red it (hall be invariably employed, fo far a? 
Uiall be in nfy po^er, to promote theii* views and the public 
weal. * * * 

Since nfy laft, nothing material has occurred.— *Tefterday 
evening report was made that eight {hips were feen in thd 
offing, ftanding towards the Hook. The men<of-war and 
tenders stre {(ill tip the river; They have never attempted 
to pafs the Highland fortificatioYis j and, a day or two ago, 
Quitted their ftatidri, and fell down the river e?ght or tert 
'miles* The vigilaricfe and a^kivity of the militia oppofits 
where they were h^rve prevented their, landing and doing 
much injury.— One poor j^afant's eot they plundered and 
then burnt. 

t would wi{h to know whether the aljowance given to of- 
ficers, the feventeenth of January, of a dollar and one-third 
for every man they enlifl, Congrefs mean to extend to tlfe 
officers who enlift for the new array for three year^. At 
firft it may appear wrong, or rafliet exorbitant, fuppofing 
that many will be recruited out of the regiments now in fer-* 
vice? and under them : but the allowance will be of great ufe^ 
as it will intereil the officers, and call forth their exertion* 
•which otherwifc would be faint and languid. Indeed I am 
fearfuly from the inquiries I hahre made^ that their utmoft 
exertions will be attended with but little fuccefs. It is ob- 
jefted that the bounty of ten dollars is too low; and argued^" 
— ** if the {lates, furnifhing men for five or fix months, al- 
Idlur cofnfiderably more, why {hould that be accepted when 
the term of cnliftment is to bef fcfr three years ?'' — 1 heartily 
ifilh a bounty in land had been or could be givcrr, as was' 
propofed fome time ago^ I think it woijd be attended with 
falutary confequenCes. 

In confequence of my afpplicatioh to governor Trumbull, 
he has {ent me two row-gallies ; and I expeft another front 
him. None from, govemot Cooke are yet conie ; nor have 

Vol. I, P I heard 
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I heard from him on the fubjeft, — One is complete h^e. 
— The fire-fliips are going on under Mr. Ander&n'j direc- 
tion, but rather flowly ; and I am preparing fomc obftruo- 
tions for the channel nearly oppofite the works at the Mpper 
end of this ifland. — ^When all things are ready, I intend ta 
try, if it (hall feem pra£licable, to deftroy the ihips and ten- 
ders above, and to employ tlie gallies, if they can be of ad- 
vantage* ".■■:' 

The militia for the flying camp come in but flowly- By a 
return from general Mercer yefterday, they are but little 
more than three thoufand. If they were in, or can be there 
fliortly, and the fituation of the enemy remains the fame, I 
would make fome efforts, to annoy them> keeping our poft^ 
here well guarded, and not putting too much to the hazard^ 
or in any manner to the rifle. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G, W. 



Sir, NeW'Tork^ July 29, 1776.. 

, YOUR favor of the twenty- fourth I received oh fa-, 
turday evening, and, agreeable to your requed, (hall expunge 
the preamble to the refolution fubjefting the property of 
fttbje£):s to the Britifh crown to forfeiture and confifcation. 

Our flock of muflcet-powder is entirely made up in car- 
tridges. I therefore requeft that Congrefs will order four. 
6r five tons more of that fort to be immediately forwarded ; 
it being not only neceflTary that we fliould have more for 
that purpofe, but alfo fomc ftock to remain in barrels. 

Yefterday evening Hutchinfon's and Sergeant's regiment$ 
from Bofton arrived ; alfo two row-gallies from Rhode- 
Ifland. — ^I am fearful the. troops have not got entirely clear 
of the fmall-pox. I fliall ufe every poflible precaution to 
prevent the infeftion fpreading; and, for that purpofe,. 
5i?ve ordered them to an encampment feparate and detached. 
6 n rhe reft. 

-u faiurday's report fromi liong*Ifland camp, five fliips* » 

brig. 
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brig, and five fchoouers> had got into the Hodk;^b7yei^ 
terday's, two (hips mort, and & floop, wer^ ftattding in.>— 
What they arej I have not been able to learn. 

I have tranfmitted a general return herewith^ by which 
Congrcfs will perceive the Svhole of our force at the time it 
was made. 

• I have inclofed you an account of fundiry prizeS) whitk 
was tranfftiitted to fever al gentlemcii here by faturday*s pofti 
The two laft prizes I did not fee mentioned in the letters 
Ifaewn me ; and J fear the report of the fecond provifion-vef- 
fcl is premature.— I was alfo this minute informed that cap- 
tain Biddle had taken a (hip with fugars for Briiain, andy 
in bringing ber in, unfortunately loft her KJn Filher'sJfland. 
. I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 



Sllt> N-eu/'Tork, July 30, 1 7 76, 

I WAS this morning honored with your two favors 
•f yeftetday's date ; and, agreeable to your requeft, hilve 
given Mr. Palfrey liberty to negotiate your claim with Mr^ 
Brimer, and wifh it may be fatisfied agreeably to you. 

I laft night received a letter from general Schuyler^ a copy 
of which. I do myfelf the honor to tranfmit you. You will 
thereby perceive his reafons for leaving Crown-Point, and 
preferring the poft the council of officers determined to 
take oppofite to Ticorideroga. — I am totally unacquainted 
^*ith ihofe feVeral pofts and the tountry about them, and 
therefore cannot determine on the validity of his obferva- 
tions, br think myfelf at liberty to give any direftion in the 
thatter. 

Cdtigrefs will pleafe to obferve what tie fays of their dif- 
^cfs for money. From hence he can have no relief, there 
being only about three of four thoufand dollars in the pay- 
mafter's hands according to his return this morning, — and 
dl but two months* pay due to the arrty, befides many other 
demands.-*^ could wifh that proper fupplies of money could 

Pa be 
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be always kept: — the want may occafion confequcnces of ao 
alarming nature. 

By a letter from hlnl, of a phridr date to the copy inclofe J^ 
he tells me that a Mr. Ryckman, who has juft returned 
through the country of the Six-Nations, reports that the 
Indians who were at Philadelphia have gone home with 
very favorable ideas of our ftrength and refources. This he 
heard in many of their villages :— a lucky circumftance» if it 
Will either gain their friendfhip or fecure their neutrality. 
. In my letter of the twenty-feventh T informed Congrefs 
of my views and wiflies to attempt fomething againft the 
troops on Staten-Ifland. I am now to acquaint them, thatf 
by the advice of general Mercet and other officers at Amboy^ 
it will be impracticable to do any thing upon a large fcale^ 
for want of craft, and as the enemy have the entire com* 
mand of the water all round the ifland.— I have defired ge<* 
neral Mercer to have nine or ten flat-bottomed boats built at 
Newa)rk4My and Elizabethtown, with a defign principally tb 
keep up the communication acrofs Hackinfac and Faflai^ 
rivers^ which I deem a matter of great importance! and ex* 
tremely neceffai^ to be attended to. 

Since I wrote you yefterday, eleven fhips more, four 
bxigs, and two floops, have come into the Hook* I have not 
yet received intelligence what any of the late arrivals arc : 
but I fuppofe we (hall not long remain in a Hate of uncer* 
tainty. 

Having reafon to believe tliat lord Howe will readily come 
into an exchange of fuch prifoners as may be more imme« 
. diately under his command, and that fomething will be of- 
fered on this fubjedl within a day or two, or rather come ip 
anfwer to the propofaions I have made general Howe, I 
fliQuld be glad to have Congrefs's interpretation of the re* 
iblve of the twenty-fccond inilant, empowering the com-- 
mandcrs to exchange, &c i — whether, by the word ^failor^ 
they mean failors generally, as well.dipfe taken in the vef- 
ieU of private adventurers by the enemyi as thgfe belonging. 

xm 
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to the continental cruifers, or veffels in the continent's em- 
f/ioj ; or whether they only defign to extend the exchange 
to the latter, — thofe in their particolar employ. 

I would alfo obfcrve, that, heretofore, failors belonging to 
merdiant (hips that have fallen into our hands, . and thofe 
Employed merely as tranfports, have not generally been cod- 
fidered as prifoners. — ^I fubmit it to Congrefs whether it 
may not be now neceffary to paft a refolve declaring their 
ientiments on this fubjefl:, and, in general, who are to be 
treated as prifoners of war, that are taken on board veffels 
belonging to the fubjedls of the Britifh crown, &c.--Thc 
refulc of their opinion upon the firft queftion propofed, you 
will be pleafed to tranfmit me by the earlieft opportunity. 
' I have inclofed, for the confideration of Congrefs, a me- 
morial and petition by captain Holdridge, praying to be re- 
lieved againft the lofs of money ftolen from him, — not con- 
ceiving myfelf authorifed to grant his requeft. The ccrti?- 
ficatc which attends it proves him a man of chara^er ; and 
his cafe is hard, on his ftate of it.— Whether making the lofe 
good may not open a door to others, and give rife to appli-^ 
cations not fo juft as his may be, I cannot determine. — That 
fccms to be the only objeftion to relieving him* 

I am informed by general Putnam that there are fome of 
the .Stockbxidge Indians here (I have not feen them myfelf) 
vho cxprefs great uneafihefs at their not being employed by 
us, and have xxxpe to inquire into the caufe. I am fenfible 
Congrefs had them not in contemplation when they refolved 
th*t Indians might be engaged in our fervice. However, as 
thej feem fo anxious,— -as they were led to e;cp^.£t it, from 
what general Schuyler and the other commiirioners did, — a$ 
wc^re under difficulties in getting men, and there may be 
danger of -their (or fome of them) taking an unfavorable 
piflpt, — ^I beg leave to fubmit it as my opinion, junder all thefc 
circumftances, that they had better be employ€;d, 

I hayc the hpi\or to be, &c. Q. W. 

P3 
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Sir, Newllork^ Ju^ujl 2, ij*i6^ 

YOUR favor of the thirtieth ultimo, with its fcveral 
inclofurcs, I was honored with by wednefday's poft. 

Congrefs having been pleafed to leave with me the dircc-* 
tion of colonel Ward's regiment, I have wrote to governor 
Trumbull, and requeftcd him to order their march to this 
place, being fully fatisfied that the enemy mean to make 
their grand pufh in this quarter, and that the good of the 
fcrvice requires every aid here that can be obtained. I have 
alfo wrote to colonel Elmore, and dircfted him to repair hither 
tvith his regiment. — When it comes, I (hall fill up commit 
Sons for fuch officers as appear with their refpeftive com-, 
panics. 

Colonel Holman, with a regiment from the MafTachufetts 
ftatc, is arrived. Colonel Cary from thence is alfo here, 
Raiting the arrival of his regiment which he hourly expefts. 
He adds, when he left New-London he heard that the third 
regiment from the Maflachufetts was almoft ready, and 
would foon be in motion. 

The enemy's force is daily augmenting and becoming 
ftronger by new arrivals. Yefterday, general Greene re- 
ports that about forty fail, including tenders, came into the 
Hoofc. What they are, or what thofe have brought that 
have lately got in, I remain un-informed. However, I think' 
it probable they arc pare of lord Howe's fleet, with the 
lleflian troops : — it is time to look for them. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. I am extremely forry to inform Con|refs our troops 
are very fickly. 



Sir, Ncw'Torkj 4ugu/i 5, 17761 

I WAS honored with your favor of the thirty-firft ul- 
timo oh friday, with its feveral inclofures ; and return ybu 
iny thanks for the agreeable intelligence you were pleafed 
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to communicate, of the arrival of one of our fliips with fuch 
waivable articles as arms and ammunition ; alfo of the cap- 
pxte made by a privateer. ^ 

The mode for the exchange of prifon^s, refolvcd on by 
CongrefS) is acceded to by general Howe^ fo far as it comef 
)ivithia his command. A pop.y of my letter and his anfwer 
upon this fubjed I have the honor tp incbfe you ^ to which 
I beg leavp tp refer Congrefs. 

The inclofed copy of a letter from colonel Tupper, who 
had the general command of the gallies here, will inform 
QotkgTtis of the engagement between them and the fhips o| 
war up the North-river on faturday evening, and of the dac 
mage we fuftained. What injury was done to the fhips, I 
cannot afcertain. It is faid they were hulled feveral time^ 
by our ihot. All accounts agree that our officers and men^ 
during the whole of the affair, behaved with great fpirit and 
bravery^ The damage done the gallies fhews beyond quef* 
tion that they had a warm time of it. — The fhips fliU re* 
main up the river; and, before any thing further can be at- 
tempted againil them (fhould it be thought advifable), the 
gallies mud be repaired. 

I have alfo tranfmitted Congrefs a copy of a letter I re- 
ceived by faturday's pofl from governor Cooke, to which I 
refer them for the intelligence it contains. The feizure of 
pur veflels by the Portuguefe is, I fear, an event too true. 
Their dependence upon the Britifh crown for aid againfl the 
Spaniards muft force them to comply with every thing re- 
quired of them.— I wifh the Morris may get fafe in with 
her cargo..TrA8 to the fhips captain Buchlin faw on the 
twenty-fifth ultimo, they are probably arrived : for yefterday 
twenty-five fail came into the Hook. 

By a letter from general Ward, of the twenty-ninth ul- 
timo, he informs me that two of pur armed vefTels, the day 
before, had brought into Marblehead a fhip bound from Ha- 
lifax to Staten-Ifland. She had in about fifteen hundred 
and nine pounds' worth of Britifh goods, befides a good 

P 4 ova>U'<i 
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many belonging to tories. A Halifax paper, found on board 
her, I have mclofed, as alfo an account fent me by Mr. Ha- 
zard, tranfmitted him by fome of his friends, as given by the 
tories taken in hen Their intelligence,,! dare fay, is true re- 
fpefting the arrival of part of the Heflian troops. — General 
Ward in his letter mjcntions, that, the day this prize was 
taken, captain Burke, in another of our armed veflels, had 
an engagement with a ftiip and a fchooner -which he 
fliought were tranfports, and would have taken them, had it 
hot bcerl for an unlucky accident in having his quarterrdeck 
blown up. Two of his men were killed, and fcveral more 
were wounded. 

* The hulks and chevaux-de-frife, that have been preparing 
to obftru6l the channel, have got up to the place they arc in* 
tended for, and will be funk as foon as pofTible. 

I have tranfmitted Congrefs a general return of the army 
in and about this place on the third iullanr, by which they 
will perceive the amount of our force. 

Bcfote I conclude, I would beg leave to remind Gongrefs 
of tlie neceffity thuerc is of having fome major-generals apr 
pointed for this army, the duties of which are great, cxten^ 
five, and impoffible to be difcharged as they ought and the 
good of the fervice requires, without a competent number 
of officers of this rank. I mean to write more- fully upon the 
fubjed : and, as things are drawing faft to an i^Tue, and it is 
neceffary to make every proper difpofition and arr?ingemcnt 
that we poffibly can, I pray that this matter may be tak^ 
into confideratipn^ and claim their early attention.*— I well 
know what has prevented appointments of this fort for fome 
time paft: but the fituation of our affairs will not juftify 
longer delays in this inftance.-p-*By the firft opportunity, I 
iliall take the Ijberty of giving you my fcntiments more at 
i jrge upon the propriety and neceffity of the mcafure. 

J h^ve the honqr to be, 8^f t Q. y(^ 
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>5lS, NeW'Torh, Augujl 7, l^^fi. 

IN my letter of the fifth which I had the honor o£ 
laddreffing you, I begged kave to recall the attention o£ 
Congrefs to the abfolute neceffity there is for appointing 
IQor« g^eral officers, — promifiHg at the fajne time, by the 
firft opportunity, to give my fentiments more at large upon 
the fubje6^. 

Confident I am that the poftponing this meafure has not 
proceeded from motives of frugality : oihcrwifc I (hould 
take 'the liberty of attempting to prove th^t we put too much 
to the hazard by fuch a faving. — ^I am but too well apprifed 
of the difficulties that occur in the choice. They are, I ac- 
knowledge, great •, but at the fame time it muft be allovred 
they are of fuch a nature as to prefent themfelves whenever 
the fubjc<a is thought of. Time on the one hand doe$ not 
remove them ; on the other, delay may be produftive of 
fatal confequences 

This army, diough far fliort as yet of the numbers in- 
tended by Congrefs, is by much too unwieldy for the com- 
mand of any one man, without feveral major- generals to 
affift. Fpr it is to be obf^prved that a brigadier-general at the 
head of his brigade is no more than a colonel at the head of 
a regiment, except that he afts upon a larger fcale. Officcr3 
'of more general command are ^t all times wanted for the 
good order and government of an army, efpecially when the 
army is compofcd chiefly of raw troops : but in an a£lion 
they are indifpenfably neceffary.-'-At prefent there is but 
one major-general for jhis whole 4epaTtment and the flying 
camp ; whereas, at this place alone, lefs than three cannot 
^ifcharge the duties with th^t regularity they ought to be. 

If thefe major-generals are appointed, as undoubtedly 
they will, out of the prefent brigadiers, you will want for 
this place three brigadiers at lead.- — ^The northern depart- 
pient will require one, if not two (as general Thompfon is 
^ ptifoner, and the baron Wpcdtkc reported to be dead or in 
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li ftatc not much better), there being at prefent only one 
brigadier-general (Arnold) in all that department. — For the 
^aft^rn governments there ought to be one, or a major-gene- 
ral, to fupeirinten4 the regiments there, ^nd to prevent im- 
pofitions that might othervi^ife be praftifed,— Thefe make the 
©amber wanted tp b^ fix- or ftven ; and who are to be ap- 
pointed, Congrefs can beft judge. 

To make brigadiers of the oldeft colonels wpuld be th^ 
I^aft e)[eeptionable way : but it is much to be queitioned 
whether by that nipde the ableft men would be appointed to 
p$ce» And I would obferve> though the rank of the colo- 
nels of the eaft^rn governments was fettled at Cambridge 
la^ y^ar, it only r^fpefled themfelves, and is flill open as to 
oncers of other governments. To pick a colonel here and 
1^ colonel there through the army according to the opinioii 
^t^rtained of their abilities, would no doubt be the means 
of making a better choice, and nominating the fitteil peir 
fons : but then the fenior officers would get difgufted, and, 
inpre than probable, with their connexions, quit the fer- 
vice.r-T-That might prove fatal at this time. — To appoint 
gentlemen as brigadiers, that had no ferved in this army (in 
^bis part of it at leaft), would not wound any one in parti- 
cular, but hurt the whple equally, and muft be confulered in 
;t very difgouraging light by every officer of merit. — View the 
p7^tter therefore in any point of light you will, there are in7 
convenicncies on the one hand, and difficulties on the other, 
ivhich ought to be avoided. — Would they be remedied by 
appoii^ting the oldeft colonels from each ftate ? — If tliis 
mode fliould be thought expedient, the inclofed lift gives chq 
names of the colonels, from New-Hampfliire to Pcnnfylva^ 
xiiii inclufive, fpecifying thofe who rank fir ft, as I am told,, 
in the feveral colony lifts. 

I have tranfmitted a copy of a letter from Mr. John Glover, 

fetting forth the nature and grounds of a difjDutc between hini 

^nd a Mr. Bradford refpefting their agency. Not conceiving 

myfelf authorifcd, nor having tlic fmalleft inclination to iti>> 

t terfere 
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terfere in any degree in the matter. It is referred to Congreft, 
who will determine and give direftion upon it in fuch man- 
ner as they (hall judge bed. I will only obferve that Mr. 
Glover was recommended to me as a proper perfon for an 
agent when wc firft fitted out armed veflels, and was ac- 
cordingly appointed one; and, fo far as I know, difchargcd 
his office with fidelity and induftry, 

I received yefterday evening a letter from general Schuy- 
ler, containing lieutenant M* Michael's report, who had 
been fent a fcout to Ofwego. A copy of the report I have 
inclofed for the information of Congrcfs, left general Schuy- 
ler flipuld have omitted it in his letter which accompanies 
this. He was at the German-Flats when he wrote, which waj| 
the fecond inflant, and the treaty with the Indians not be- 
gun; nor had the whole expefted then arrived. But of 
thefe things he will have advifed you more fully, I make no 
doubt. 

The paymaftcr informs me he received a fupply of money 
ycflerday. It came very feafonably : for the applications and 
clamors of the troops had become inceflant and diftrcDTing 
beyonil rneafure. — There is now two months' pay due to 
|hem. — I have the honor 10 be, &c. G. W, 



Sir, 

SINCE clofing the letter which I had the honor to 
write you this morning, two deferters have come in, who 
left the Solebay man-of-war laft evening* One of them is 
9 native of New-York. 'I'heir account is that they were in 
the engagement with colonel Moultrie at Sullivan's Ifland on 
the ninth of July — (the particulars they give nearly corre- 
fpond with the narrative fent by general Lee) ; — that they 
Jeft Carolina three weeks ago as a convoy to forty-five tranf- 
ports having on board general Clinton, lord Cornwallis, and 
the whole fouthern army confifting of about three thoufand 
men, all of whom were landed laft week on Staten-Ifland in 
tplcrablc health ; — that, on fuuday, thirteen tranfijorts^ ^uxt 



Mio GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

t>f lord Howe's fleets and having on board HefTians and 
Highlanders, came to Staten-Ifland ;— that the remainder of 
the fleet, which was reported to have, in the whole, twelve 
thoufand men, had parted with thefe troops off the banks of 
Newfoundland, and were expeiled to come in every mo- 
ment; — that they were getting their heavy , carriages and 
cannon oh aboard, had launched eight gondolas with flat 
bottoms, and two rafts or ftages to carry can»on. 

Thefe men underftand that the attack will ibon be made 
if the other troops arrive ; — that they give out they will lay 
' the Jerfeys waftc with fire and fword ; — that the computed 
ilrength of their army will be thirty thoufand men. They 
further add, that, when they left Carolina, one tranfport got 
on fliore, fo that they were not able to give her Telief i upoa 
which, file furrcndercd, with five companies of Highlanders, 
to general Lee, who, after taking every thing valuable out of 
her, burnt her 5 — that the admiral turned general Clinton out of 
his Ihip after the engagement, with a great deal of abufe i~ 
great differences between the principal naval and military 
gentlemen j— that the fliips, left in Carolina, are now in fuch 
a weakly diftreflid condition, they would fall an eafy prey. 

I am, fir, with great refpcfl:, &c. G* W* 

Head' Quarter s^ New-t'ork, Jugu/l 7,1776, 

one o'clock, P. M* 
The (hips are changing their pofition, and the men-of-wat 
forming into a line : but I ftill think they will wait the arrival 
of. the remaining HelTians before any general attack wi.l bc 
nude.'^Mond^iy's return wijl (hew our ilrength h^re. 



SlR^ New-Tor k^ Augujl 8, 1776. 

BY ycfterday-moming's poft, I was honored with 
your favor of the fecond inftant, with fundry refolutipns of 
Congrefs, to which J (hall pay ftri£b attention. 

As the propofition for employing the Stockbridge Indians 
has been approved, I have wrote to Mr. Edwards, one of the 
commiihoners, and who lives among tliem, re^ue^ing hini 

10 
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to tfigage them or, fuch as are willing, to enter the fertice* 
I hzwe dmStcd him to indulge them with liberty to join this 
or the northern army, or both, as their irTclination may 
lead. 

• I wHh the faltttary confequences may tcfwlt from the re- 
gulation refpediing feamen taken, that Congrefs have in . 
view. From the nature of this kind of people^ and the pri- 
vileges granted on their entering into our fcrvice, I fhould 
fuppofe many of them will do it. — We want them much. 

i yefterday tranfmitted the intelligence I received from the 
deferters from the Sdebay man-of-war. — ^The inclofed copy 
of a letter by laft night's poft, from the honorable Mr# 
Bowdoin, with the information of a captain Kenned y^ lately 
taken, corroborate their accounts rcfpefting the HefEart 
troops. Indeed his report makes the fleet and armament, to 
be employed againft us, greater than what we have heard they 
would be. However there remains no doubt of their being 
both large and formidable, and fuch as will require our molt 
vigorous exertions to oppofe them. Perfuaded of this, and 
knowing how much inferior our numbers are and will be to 
theirs \^hen the whole of their troops arrive,-^of the im- 
portant confequcnces that may and will flow from the appeal 
that will foon be made, — ^I have wrote to Connedicut and 
New-Jcrfey, for all the fuccour they can afford, and alfo to 
the convention of this ftate, — What I may receive, and irt 
what time, the event mud determine. But 1 would fain 
hope, the fituation and the exigency of our aSairs will caU 
ibrth the moft ftrenuous efibrts and early aflTiftance of thofe 
who are friends to the caufe. I confefs there is but too 
much occafion for their exertions. I confidently truft they 
will not be withheld. 

I have inclofed a copy of a letter from Mr. Bowdoin re- 
{pcQing the eaftern Indians. Congrefs will thereby perceive 
that they profefs themfelves to be well attached to our in* 
$ercft,-**and the fummary of the meafures taken to engaga' 
Acm^in our fcrvice. I have the treaty at large between the- 

7 ..hpnorabk. 
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honorable council of the Maflachufctts, on behalf of tW 
Uftited Stales^ with the delegateft of the Saint^John'5 and 
Mickmac tribes. The probability of a copy's being ferit 
already, and its great length, prevent one coming 'here witli^ 
If Congrefs have not had it forv^^arded to them, I wiil fend 
9, copy by the firft opportunity after notice that it has not 
been received. 

jiuguji 9.— —By a report received from general Greentt 
laft night, at funfet and a little after, about a hundred boats 
were feen bringing troops from Sttiten-Ifland to the (hips^ 
three of which had fallen down towards the NiarrowSi hav* 
ing taken !n foldiers from thirty of the boats. He adds, that^ 
by the bcft obfervations of feveral officers, there appeared to 
be a general embarkation. 

I have wrote to general Mercer for two thoufand men 
from the flying camp. Colonel Small wood's batallion, as 
part of them, I expedl this forenoon : but where the reft 
are to come from, I know not, as, by the general's laft re* 
turn, notjnore than three or four hundc^d of the new levies 
had got in« 

In my letter of the fifth i inclofcd a general return of the 
army under my immediate command : but I imagine the fol- 
lowing ftate will give Congrefs a more perfeft idea, though 
not a more agreeable one, of our fituation. For the feveral 
pods on New-York, Long and Governor's iflands, and Pau- 
lus-Hook, we have, fit for duty, ten thoufand five hundred 
and fourteen, — fick prefent, three thoufand and thirty-nine— 
fick abfent, fix hundred and twenty^nine, — on command, tw» 
thoufand nine hundred and forty-fix, — on furlough, ninety* 
feven,— total, feventeen thoufand two hundred and twenty^ 
five. In addition to thefe, we arc on-ly certain of colonel 
Smallwood's bataliion in cafe of an immediate attack. Our 
ppfts too are much divided, having waters between many of 
them, and fome diftnnt from others, fifteen niiles. TlieCe 
4slrcumftance3, fufficiently diftreffing of thcmfelves, are much 
aggravated by the ficknefs that prevails through the armf* 

Every 
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Efcry <iay more or kfs are taken down j fo that the ptopdr- 
tion of meir thai mdy come in cannot be confidcred as a.: 
real and ferviceable augmentation on the whole. 

I'hcfe things ate melancholy i but they arc nevcrthelcfs 
ttue.-^I hope for better. — Under every difadvantage, my ut- 
moft exertions fhall be employed to bring about the great end 
we have in viewi and^ To far as I ean judge from the pro- 
fefTtons and apparent difpofition of my troops, I (hall have 
their fupport. The fupcriorlty of the enetliy and the ex- 
pected attack do not feem to. have depreiTed their fpirits. 
Thefe confiderations lead me to think, that, though the 
appeal may not terminate fo happily in our favor as I could 
wt(h, yet they will not fucceed in their views without con-* 
fiderable lofs^ Any advantage they xa^y SP^» ^ truft| will 
coftthem dear. 
. Eight o^locky A. M. . 

' By the reverend Mr. Madifon and a Mr* Johnfon, two 
gentlemen of Virginia, who came from Statenlfland yefter- 
day, where they arrived the day before ia the packet with 
colonel Guy Johnfon, I am informed that nothing material 
had taken place in England when they left it ;— that there 
^ had been a change in the French miniftry, which, many peo- 
ple thought, foreboded a war;— tliat it feemed to. be be* 
lieved by many that Congrefs would attempt to buy o^ 
the foreign troops, and that it might be effe£^ed without 
great difficulty. Their accounts from Staten-Ifland nearly 
correfpond witli what we had before : they fay that every pre* 
paration is making for an attack ; — that the force now upon . 
the ifland is about fifteen thoufand ;— that they appear very 
inipatient for the arrival of the foreign troops, but a very 
fmall part having got in. Whether they would attempt any 
thing before they come, they are uncertain : but they arc 
fure they will as foon as they arrive, if not before. — They 
fay, from what they could colleft from the converfation of 
t>fficers, &c, they mean to hem us in by getting above, us - 
and cutting ofiTall communication with the country* 

That' 
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' That this is their i^lan^ feems to be corroborated and cofi^ 
firmed by the circomftancc of fome fliips of war going out 
at different tiiftes whhin a few days paft, and other veflels^: 
It is probable that a part are te go round and co^e up the 
Sound. 

Mr. Madifon fays lord Howe's powers^ were not known 
when he left England v-^that general Conway moved^ before 
his departure, that they irright be laid before the commons ^ 
and had his motion rejedted by a large majority. 

I have the honor to be, &€. G^ W.- 



Sir, New-York^ AugMji 12, 1776- 

I HAVE been duly hoficPfed with your favors of the 
eighth and tenth inftant, with their feveral inclofures. V 
(hall pay attention to the refolution refpefting lieutenant 
jcfiah, and attempt to relieve him from his rigorous ufage. 
•— Youj letters to fuch of the gentlemen as were here have 
been delivered. The reft will be fent by the firft oppor- 
tunity* 

Since my laft, of the eighth and ninth, the enemy bavel made' 
tKQ movements of confequence. They remain nearly in tlxe 
fame ftatc ; nor have we any further intelligence of theif 
defigns- They hstve not been yet joined by the remaindev 
of the fleet with the HefEan troops. 

-■ Colonel Smailwood and his batallion got in on friday y 
and colonel Miles is alfb here with two batallions more of 
Pennfylvania riflemen* 

The convention of thisftate have been exerting themfelvct 
to call forth a portion of the^r militia to an encampment 
forming above Kingfbridge, to remain in fervice for the 
fpace of one month after their arrival there ; and alfo half of 
thofe In King and Queen's /counties, to reinforce the troop* 
on Long-Ifland till the firft of September, unlefs fooner diiV 
chaiged. General Morris too is to take poft with his bxi<i' 
gade on the Sound and Hudfon's-river for ten days, U». 

annoy 
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annoy the eneipy in cafe they attempt to land i and others 
.pf their militia are dire£ted to be in readinefsy in cafe their 
aid fhould be required. Upon the whole, from the infor- 
mation I have from the convention, the militia ordered are 
.now in motion, or will be in a little time, and will amount 
to alxmt three thoufand or more. From<^onnedicut, I am 
.not certain what fuccours are coming. By one or two gentle- 
men who have come from thence, I am told fome of the 
militia were aflembting, and, from tlie intelligeiKre they had, 
would march this week. 

By a letter from governor Trumbull, of the fifth, I am 
,9dvifed that the troops from that (late, deftined for the 
jiorthern army, had marched for Skenefborough. — General 
i;Ward too, by a letter of the fourth, informs me that the two 
jregiments would march from BoQon lafl week, having been 
cleanfed and generally recovered from the fmalji-pox. I have 
alfo countermanded my orders to colonel Elmore, and di- 
.ic£):ed him to join the northern army, having heard, after 
my orders to Conncfticut for his marching hither, that he 
and moft of his regiment were at Albany or within its vici- 
-jlity.— General Ward mentions that the council of the Mafla- 
chufetts ftate will have in from two to three thoufand of 
jtbeir militia to defend their lioes and different pofls, in lieu 
of the regiments ordered from thence agreeable to the re- 
folurion of Congrefs. 

The inclofed copy of a refolve of this ftate, Spaded" the 
tenth inftant, will difcover the apprehenfion they arc un- 
der of the defedion of the inhabitants of King's county 
from the common caufe, and of the meafures they have 
^itaken thereupon. I have direfted general Greene to give 
the committee fuch afliftance as he can, and they may re- 
.quire, in the execution of their commiHion ; though at the 
fiame time I wifti the information the convention have re- 
jCeived upon the fubjcft may prove groundlefs. 

I would beg leave to mention to Congrefs, that, in a letter 
I received fr-om general Lee, lie mentions the valuable cor- 

VoL. i. Q^ fecyiieace^ 
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fcqitences that would rcfak from a number of cavalry beings 
employed in the fouthern department. Without them (tx> 
ufe his own cxpreffions) he can anfwer for nothing: — with 
one thoufandi he would cnfure the (afety of thofe ftates.— 
I fliould have done myfelf the honor of fubmitting this mat* 
ter tc Congrcfs before at- his particular requeft, had it not 
efcaped my mind.— From his acquaintance with that coun- 
try, and the nature of the grounds^ I doubt not he has weighed 
the matter well, and prefume he has fully reprefentcd the 
adv;jntages that would arife from the eftabliihment of fuch 
a corps : — all I mean, is, in compliance with his requifition, 
* to mentidn' the matter, that fuch confideration may be had 
U|>on it (if not already determined) as it may be defibrvingof* 

I have tranfmitted a general return, whereby Congrefg 
will perceive the whole of our ftrength, except the two bata)* 
lions under colonel Miles, which, coming fince it was made 
out, arc not included. ^ 

I~have inclofed a letter juft come to hahd from Martinique* 
Congrefs will pleafe to confider of the purport^ favoring mc 
with their anfwer and a return of the letter. 

lliis moment (ten o'clock) report is made by general 
Greene tliat ai man-of-war came inyefterday, and that fixty faH 
of fliips are now Handing in. — No doubt, they are a further 
part of the Heflian fleerr 

1 have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Silt, New^Tork^ 4ngtifi 12, 1776. 

THIS will be handed to you by colonel * * * froln 
the northern army, whom the inclofed letter and proceed- 
ings of a general court-martial will fhew to have been in- 
'arreft, and tried for fundry matters charged agaJnft him. 
As the court-martial was by order of the commander in that 
department, — the fa<9:s committed there, — the trial there,— 
I am much at a lofs to know why the proceedings were re- 

fened 
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terred to xxic to approve or difapprovc. As my interfering 
m the matter would carry much impropriety with it, and 
fliew a want of regard to the rules ^rid praftice in fuch in- 
ftances,—- and as colonel * * * is going to Philadelphia, — I 
have fuhmittcd the whole of the proceedings to the con- 
fider^tio'n of Congreft for their decifion upon his cafe, — ' 
perfe&ly convinced that fuch detetmiriatSoft will be had 
flierein, as will be right and jXiflL 

have the h6nor to be, &e. G. W.' 



. Sii, ) New^Tork; Augilft 13}, 1776; 

AS there is reafon to believe that but little time will 
^apfe before the enemy make their attack, I have thought 
It advifable to remove all the papers in my hands, refpefting 
the affairs of the ftates, frorii this place. I hope the event 
irill (hew the precaution was unneceflary : but yet prudence 
required that it fliould'be done, left by any accident they 
might fall into their hands. They are all contained in a^ 
large box, nailed up, and committed to the care of lieuten- 
ant-colonel Reed, brother of the adjutant-general, to be 
delivered to Congrefs, in whofe cuftody I would beg leave 
to depoGt them until our affiairs (hall be fo ctrcumftanced asf 
fo admit of their return. 

The enemy, fiiice my letter of yefterday, have reteivecl 
Ik further augmentation of thirty-fix (hips to their fleet, 
xhaking the whole that have arrived fince yefterday morn- 
ing, ninety-fix. 

I have the honor to be, &c* Gr. W* 

P, S. I would obferve that I have fent off" the box pri- 
vately, that it might raife no difagreeble ideas ; and have 
•njoined colonel Reed to fecrecyw 



0^2 4\^> 
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Sir, New-Torky Juguji 14, 1776. 

SINCE I had the honor of addreffing you on mpn- 
day, n6thing of importance has occurred here, except that 
the enemy have _ received an augmentation to their fleet, of 
ninety-fix fhipsi-rfome reports make them more. In a let?- 
ter I wrote you yefterday by lieutenant-colonel Reed, I ad- 
vifed you of this : but prefuming it may not reach you fo 
, foon as this will, I have thought proper to mention the in- 
telligence again. 

Inclofed I have the honor to tranfmit a copy of the ex- 
amination of a deferter fent me this morning by general 
Mercer, to which 1 beg leave to refer Congrefs for the 
lateft accounts I have from the enemy. Whether the in- 
telligence he has given is literally true, I cannot determine : 
but as to the attack, we daily expeft it. 

Your favor of the tenth, with its inclofures, was duly re* 
.ceived j and I have inftrufted the feveral officers who were 
promoted, to aft in their ftations as you requefted, though 
their commKTions were not fent. ^ 

,As we are in extreme want of tents and covering foir this 
army,--a great part of thofe at the out-pofts having nothing 
^to flicker them, nor houfes to go into, — I fubmit it to Con- 
grefs whether it may not be prudent to remand thofe that 
were lately fent to Bolton, where there are no troops at pre- 
fent ; and, if there were, the neceffity for them would not 
be great, as the town, and barracks at feveral of the pofts, 
would be fufTicient to receive them. 

The. inclofed letter from lieutenant-colonel Henfti^w will 
difcover t® Congrefs. his views and wifhes, which they will 
confider and determine on, In whatever way they think right 
and conducive to the public good ;— meaning only to lay 
his letter before them. 

I take the liberty of mentioning that colonel Varnum of 
Rhode-Ifland has been with me this morning to refign his 
commidion, conceiving himfclf to be greatly injured in not 

having 
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having been noticed in the late arrangement and promotion 
of general officers. — I remonftrated againft the impropriety 
of the meafure at this time ; and he has confented to (lay 
till affairs wear a different afpeft from what they do at 
prefent. 

Eleven o\lock. — By a report juft come to hand from gene- 
ral Greene, twenty fhips more are coming in. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, New-Tor k^ A^gujl 14, 1776. 

THIS will be delivered you by captain Moeballe, a 
Dutch gentleman from Surinam, who has come to the con- 
tinent with a view of entering into the fervice of the dates, 
as you will perceive by the inclofed letters from Mr. Browne 
of Providence, and general Greene. What other letters and 
credentials he has, I know not ; but, at his requeft, have 
given him this line to Congrefs, to whom he wiflies to be 
introduced, and where he will make his pretenfions known. 

I have ordered the quarter-mafter immediately to write to 
Mr. Browne for the Ruflia duck he mentions, with directions 
to have it inflantly made into tents there, — being in great 
diftrefs for want of a fufficient number to cover our troops. 

I have tlie honor to be, &c. . G. W. 



Sir, ' New'Tork^ Auguji 15, 1776. 

AS the fituation of the two armies muft engage the 
attention of Congreft, and lead them to expedl that each 
returning day will produce fome important events, this is 
meant to inform them that nothing of moment has yet caft 
up. In the evening of yefterday there were great move- 
ments among their boats ; and, from the number that ap- 
peared to be paffing and repaffing about the Narrows, we 
were induced to believe they intended to land a part of 

0^3 tjieir 
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their force upon Long -Ifland : but, having no report frpn^ 
general Greene, I prefume they have not done it. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

- P. S. Your favor of the thirteenth was received by yefter- 
day's pod.— I wrote on monday by the return exprefs, as you 
fuppofed. 



Sir, New-Tor ky.Augu/i i6, 177^. 

I BEG leave to inform you, that, fince I had the 
pleafure of addrefling you yefterday, nothing interefting be- 
tween the two armi s h.^s happened. Things remain nearly 
in the fituation they then were. 

It is wUh peculiar regret and concern that I have an op- 
portunity of mentioning to Congrefs the fickly condition of 
our troops. In feme regiments there are riot any of the 
field-officers capable of doing duty : in others the duty 
is extremely difficult for want of a fufficient number. I 
have been obliged to nominate fome till Congrefs tranfmit 
the appointments of thofe they wifh to fucceed to the 
feveral vacancies occafioned by the late promotions. This, 
being a matter of fome confequence, T prefume will have 
their early attention, and that they will fill up the feveral 
vacancies alfo mentioned in the lift I had the honor of 
trainfmitting fome few days ago to the board of war. 

I am, fir, with the utmoft refpedl, &c. G. W* 



gjR, Ncw'Toi-ky Augujl 17, 177^. 

THE circuniftances of the two armies having under- 
gone no material alteration fince I had the honor of writing 
t(? you laft, I have nothing particular or important {o com-* 
iiiunicate refpeiting them. 

In my letter of yellerday I forgot to mention the arrival 
of lord Dunn>ore here. By the examination of a captain , 
jfjunter (whp ^Jfjpaped from the enemy, and came to Amboy 

o« 
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^a the fourteenth) tranlmit^ed me by general Robercleau, I 
am certainly ixifonned his lordfhtp arrived on the thirteenth. 
Zlie examination does not fay any thing about the (hips he. 
brought with him : it only extends to his force> which it. 
mentions to be we^* * 

I before now expelled the enemy would have made their 
attack ; nor can I account for their deferring it, unlefs the in- 
telligence, given by captain Hunter and another perfon who 
' efcaped about the fame time, is the caufe, — to wit, that they 
are waiting the arrival of another dlviGon of tlie HefDan. 
troops, which (they fay) is ftill out. — Whether that is the. 
reafon of .the delay, I cannot. undertake to determine : but 
I ftiould fuppofe things will not long remain in their prefent 
ftate. — I have inclofed a copy of general Roberdeau's letter,, 
and of the examination of thofe two perfons, which will 
(hew Congrefs all the information they have given upon 
thefe fubjeAs. 

I am juft now. advifed by Mr. Aires who' came from 
Philadelphia to build the row-gallies, that two of our fire- 
veflels attempted lad night to bum the enemy's (hips and 
tenders up the river. He fays that they burned one tender, 
and one of them boarded the Phccnix, and was grappled wich 
her for near ten minutes j but fhe cleared herfeif.-^We loft 
both of the veflels.— His account is not fo particular as I 
could wifli ; however, I am certain the attempt has not fuc 
eeeded to our wifhes. In a little time it is probable the 
matter will be more minutely reported* 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Si|t, Keiv-Tofkj Auguji 18^ J 776, 

I HAVE been honored with your favor of the 
Cxteenth with the inclofure, and am forry it is not in my. 
power to tranfmit Cgngrefs a copy of the treaty as they re- 
<iuire, having fent it away with the other papers fhat were ' 
ip my hands. 
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' The refolutiofn they have entered into rcfpefHng the 
foreign troops, I am porfuaded, would produce - falutaty 
effedJs, if it could be properly circulated among them. I 
fear it will be a matter of difficulty. Howevet I will take 
every meafure that (hall appear probable to facilitate the end. 

I have the honor to inclofe you, for the perufal and con- 
fideration of Congrefs, fundry papers marked N° i to N'^ 7 
inclufive, the whole of which, except N° 2 and 7 (my 
anfwers to lord Drummond and general Howe) I received 
yefterday evening by a flag, and to which 1 beg leave to re- 
fer Congrefs. 

I am exceedingly at a lofs to know the motives and caufes 
inducing a proceeding of fuch a nature at this time, and 
why lord Howe has not attempted fome plan of negotiation 
before, as he feems lb defirous of it. If I may be allowed 
to conjedture and gu6fs at the Caufe, it may be that part of 
the.HelBans have not arrived, as mentioned iti the examiri-" 
atipn tranfmitted yefterday,— or that general Burgoyne has 
not made fuch progrefs as was expefted, to form a junftion 
of their two armies,— or, what 1 think equally probable, 
they mean to procraftinate their operations for fome time, 
trufting that the militias which have come to our fuccour 
will foon become tired and return home, as is but too ufual 
with them. — Congrefs will make their obfervations upon 
thefe feveral matters, and favor me with the refult as foon 
sts they have done. — They will dbferve my anfwe'r to lord 
Drummond, who (I am pretty confident) has not attended 
to the terms of his parole, but has violated it in feveral in- 
ftances. It is with the reft: of the papers : but, if my me- 
mory ferves me, he was not to hold any correfpondence di- 
rcftly or indireftly with thofe in arms againft us, or to go 
into any port or harbor in America, where the enemy them- 
selves were or had a fleet, or to go on board their (hips. 

The treaty with the Indians is in the box which lieuten- 
ant-colonel Refed, I prefume, has delivered before this* If 
Congrefs are defirous of feeing it, they will be pleafed to 

have 
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hare the. box opened. It contains a variety of papers, and 
ali the affaits of the army, from my firft going to Cam- 
bridge, till it was fent away. 

This morning, the Phoenix and Rofe men of-war, with 
two tenders, availing themfelves of a favorable and brifk 
wind, came down the river, and have joined the fleet. 
Our feveral batteries fired at them in their paffage, but with- 
out any good effeft that I could perceive* 
• I have the honor to be, &c« ' G. W. 



I HAVE nothing of moment to communicate to 
Congrefs, as things are in the (ituation they were when I 
had laft the honor of addrefling them. 
■ By a letter from general Ward, of the twelfth, I. find that 
Whitcomb's regiment, on the eighth, and Phinney's, on the 
ninth, marched from Bofton for Ticonderoga. 

Governor Trumbull alfo, in a letter of the thirteenth, ad- 
vifcs me that Ward's regiment in the fervice of the dates 
was on the march to this army, and that he and his council 
of fafcty had in the whole ordered fourteen militia regiments 
to reinforce us. Three of them have arrived, and amount to 
about a thoufand and twenty men. When the whole come in, 
we (hall be on a muclf more refpeftable footing than we have 
been : but I greatly fear, if the enemy defer their attempt for 
any confiderable time, they will be extremely impatient to 
return home ; and if they fhould, we ihall be reduced to dif- 
trefs again. 

He alfo adds that captain Van Buren, who had been fent 
for that purpofe, had procured a fuflficient fupply of fiiil- 
cloth for the veflels to be employed on the lake, and a part of 
the cordage, in that Hate \ and had a profpeft of getting the 
remainder. 

As there will be a difficulty in all probability to circulate 
tfic papers defigned for the foreign troops, and many mif-» 
-J ^ carriages 
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carriages may happen before it can be effe£ted, it may be 
proper to (urniOi me with a larger quantity than what I 
already have. 

Inclofed I have the honor to tranfmit you a general retHm 
of our whole force at this time, in which are CQpnprehend€4 
the three regiments of militia above mentioned. I am forty 
it ihould be fo much weakened by iicknefs«' The |:et](Uli w^U. 
ffiew you how it diftrefles us. 

I have the honor to be, Sec. Q. W. 

P. S. The poft juft now arrived has brought a further 
fwpply of papers for the Heflians, which makes -my requi- 
&ioa unfiecefTary. t 



Sir, Nczu'Tork^ Ji/guji 20, I'jjSf 

I WAS yefterday morning favored with yours of the 
feventeenth, accompanied by feveral refolutions of Congref$» 
and commilTions for officers appointed to the late vacancief 
in this army. 

I wrote feme days ago to general Schuyler to propofe t6 
generals Carleton and Burgoyne an exchange of prifoners in 
confequence of a former refolvc of Congrefs authorifing thcii^ 
commanders in each department to aegotiate one. That o^ 
major Meigs for major French, and captain Dearborn's for 
any officer of equal rank, I fubmitted to general Howe*$ 
confideration, by letter, on the feventeenth, underftanding 
their paroles had been fent.him by general Carleton j but 
have not yet received his anfwer upon the fubje£l. 

In refpeft to the exchange of the prifoners in Canada, if 4 
propofition on that head has not been already made (and I 
believe it has not), the inclpfed copy of general Carleton'f 
orders (tranfmitted me under feal by major Bigelow, whq 
was fent with a flag to general Burgoyne from Ticondero- 
ga, with the proceedings of Congrefs on the breach of capi? 
tulation at the Cedars, and the inhuman treatment of our 
people ^tcrwards) will fhew it is unncceflary, as he has deter^ 

mined 
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^incd to fend them to their own provinces, there to remain 
.as prifoncrs ; interdi£iiHg at the fame time all kind of intet- 
courfe between us and his army, e?ccept fuch as may be for 
the purpofc of imploring the kijig's mercy.— 'J^he aflaffina- 
tion he mentions, of brigadierrgencral Gordon, is a fa£k en- 
tjrely new to me, and what I never heard of bcfore.-7-I (hall 
Vtoi trouble Congrefs with my ftriftures upon this * * * per- 
formance, 1*^ * * only obferving that its defign is fomewhat 
artful, and that each boatman with major Bigelow was fur- 
Qiflied with a copy. 

I have alfg tranfmitted Gongrefs a copy of the major's 
jpurnaj^ to which I bt^g leave to Vefer theni for the intelli- 
gence reported by him on his returi) from the truce. 

By a letter from general Greene ycfterday evening, he in- 
formed me he had received ^n exprefs from Hog-Iflaqd in- 
let,, adyifing that five of the enemy's fmall veflejs had appear- 
ed at the mouth of the creek, with fome troops pn Jboard;-^ 
ajfo that he had heard two periaguas were ofFOyfter-bay,— 
the whole fuppofed to be after live ftock ; — and, to pre- 
vent their getting it, he had detached a party of horfe, and 
two hundred and twenty men, among them twenty riflemen. 
I have not received further intelligence upon the fubje£l. 

-I am alfo advifed by the examination of a captain Button 
(matter of a vefTcl that had been taken) tranfmitted me by 
general Mercer, that the general report among the enemy's 
t^ops, when he came oiF, was, that they were to attack 
Long-Ifland, and to fecure our works there if pollible, at the 
fame time that another part of their army was to land above 
this city. This information is corroborated by many other 
accounts, and is probably true : nor will it be pofEble to 
prevent them landing on the ifland, as its great extent affords 
a variety of places favorable for that purpofe, and the whole 
of our works on il are at the end oppofite to the city. How- 
ever, we fhall attempt to harrafa them, as much as pofEble, 
which will be all that we can do. 

I have the l^onor to be, &c. C. W, 

• i «■'..- . , . . . y . 
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> Sir, New'Torkj Augnji 21, 1776. 

INCLOSED I have the honor to tranfmit you a copy 
of my letter to lord Howe (as well on the fubjcft of a ge- 
neral exchange of prifoners in the naval line, as that of 
Heutenant Jofiah in particular) and of his loidfliip's anfwer, 
Vrhich, for its matter and manner, is very different from ge- 
neral Carleton's orders which were forwarded ycfterday. 

The fituation of the armies being the fame as when I 
had the pleafure of addrefling you lafl, I have nothing fpe- 
cial to communicate on that head, nor more to add, than 
diat I am, with all pofiible refpeft, &c. G. W. 



Sir, New'T'orky -^^tguj} 22, 1776. 

I DO myfelf the honor to tranfmit Congrefs a copy 
of 2 letter I received yefterday evening by exprefs from go- 
vernor Livingfton, alfo copies of three reports from colonel 
Hand, 

Though the intelligence reported by the fpy on his rettjrn 
16 governor Livingfton has not been confirmed by the event 
ha mentions (an attack laft night), there is every rcafon to 
believe that one is fhortly defigned. The falling down of 
feveral (hips yefterday evening to the Narrows, crowded with 
men,— thofe fucceeded by many more this morning, — and a 
gVeat ftuttiber of boats parading around them (as I was juft 
now informed) with troops, — are all circumftalnces indi- 
dtting an attack : and it is not improbable it will be made 
to-day. It could not have happened laft night, by reifon of 
a moft violent guft. 

We are making every preparation to receive them ; and I 
^iift, under the fmiles of providence, with our own exer- 
tions, that my next, if they do attack, will tranfmit an ac- 
c6unt that will be ple^fing to every friend of America, arid 
of the rights of humanity. 

I have the honor to be, &c. ' G. W. 
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5l»., N€W-Yorky Auguji 23, 1776. 

I BEG leave to inform Congrefs, that, yeftcrday 
morning and in the cpurfe of the preceding night, a confi* 
deraUe body of the enemy, amounting by report to eight oc 
sine thoufand, and thefe all Rritifhi landed from the tran(^ 
portoffaips mentioned in my laft, at Gravefend-bay on Long- 
lilandy and have approached within three miles of our lines, 
having marched acrofs the low cleared grounds near the 
woods at Flat-bu(h, where they are halted, from my lad io- 
tclligence^ 

I have detached from hence fix batallions as a reinforce- 
ment to our troops there, which are all that I can fpare at 
this time, .not knowing but the fleet may move up with the 
remainder of their army, and make an attack here, on the 
next flood^tide. If they do not, I ihall fend a further rein- 
forcement, (bould it be nece&ary \ and have ordered £ve \ar 
tallions more to be in readinefs for that purpofe. 

I have no doubt but a little time will produce fomc im- 
|)ortant events. I hope they will be happy. — The reinforcc- 
^nent detached yeilerday went off in high fpirits ; and I have 
the pleafure to inform you that the whole of the army, that 
are effeftive and capable of duty, difcover the fame, and great 
jcheerfujinefs. — I have been obliged to appoint major-general 
Sullivan to the command on the ifland, owing to general 
Greene's indifpofition : — he has been extremely ill for feve- 
ral days, and Rill continues bad. 

By wedncfday evening's pofl I received a letter from ge- 
neral Ward, inclofing a copy of the invoice of the ordnaucc- 
ftores taken by captain Manly, with the appraifcment of the 
fame (made in purfuance of my direftlon, founded on tlic 
order of Congrefs), which I do myfelf the honor of tranf- 
mitting^— -You will alfo receive the treaty between the com- 
tniffioners.and the Indians of the Six-Nations, and others, at 
the German-Flats, which general Schuyler requeued me to 
forward, by his letter of the eighteenth ir.ilanr- 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
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Sir, New-Tor tf Augujl 24^ \j)(il 

THE iri'egularity of the poft prevents your receiv- 
ing the early and conftant intelligence it is my wifh to cofti- 
municate. This is the third letter which you vrill probably 
receive from liie by the fame poft- Th6 firft iva's of little or 
tio confequence : but that ofyefterday gave you die beft in- 
formation I had been able to obtain, of the chetny^'s landing 
and rhoveinents upon Long-Ifland. — Having occafion to go 
o^er thither yefterday, I fent irly letter to the f oft-ofEce at 
the ufual hour, being informed that the rider wa$ e'xpefted 
every moment, and would go out again direftly ; but in the 
evening when 1 fent to inquire, none had come in, 

1 now inclofe you a report made to me by general Sulli- 
van after I left Long-Ifland yefterday. I do hot conceive 
that the enemy's whole force was in motion, but si detached 
party rather. I have fent over four more regiments, with boats, 
to be ready either to reinforce the troops under general Sul-* 
livan, or to return to this place, if the remainder of the fleet 
at the watering-place fliould pufli up to the city ; which hi-* 
therto (I mean, fince the landing upon Long-Ifland) they 
have not had in their power to do, on account of the wind 
which has cither been a-head or too fmall when the tide ha^ 
ferved. I have nothing further to trouble the Congrefs with 
at prefcnt, than that I am theirs and your moft obedient 
humble fervant, G. W* 



Sir, NeW'Torky Jugujl 1L(>^ ij^b^ 

I HAVE been duly honored with your favors of the 
twentieth and twenty-fourth, and am happy to find my an- 
fwer to lord Drummond has met the apprdbation of Con- 
grefs. Whatever his views were, moft certainly his con- 
du£l: refpefting his parole is highly reprehenfible. 

Since my letter of the twenty- fourth, almoft the whole 

of the enemy's fleet have fallen down to the Narrows ; and, 

from this circumftance, and the ftriking of their tents at 

7 their 
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their fevcral encampments on Staten-Ifland from time to 
time previous to the departure of the (hips from thence, we 
arc led to think they mean to land the main body of their 
army on Long*Ifland, and to make their grand pufli there* 
i have ordered over confiderable reinforcements to our croops 
there, and fhall continue to fend more as circumftanccs may 
require. There has been a little fkirmiftiing and irregular 
firing kept up between their and our advanced guard S| in 
which colonel Martin of the Jerfey levies has received a 
wound in his bread, which, it is apprehended, will prove 
mortal ; a private has had his leg broke by a cannon-hall, 
and another has received a (hot in the groin from their muC- 
kctry. This is all the damage they have yet done us : — wlxat 
they have fuftained, is not known. 

The fhifting and changing the regiments have undergone 
of late *has prevented their making proper returns, and of 
courfe put it out of my power to tranfmit a general ohe of 
the army. However, I believe our ftrength is much the 
fame as it was wlien the laft was made, with the addition of 
nine militia regiments come from the (late of Connedlicut, 
averaging about three hundred and fifty men each. Thefe 
are nine of the fourteen regiments mentioned in my letter of 
the nihetcenth. — Our people ftill continue to be very fickfy- 

The papers defigned for the foreign troops have been put 
into feveral channels, in order that they might be conveyed 
to them ; and, from the Information I had ycilerday, I have 
reafon to believe many have fallen into their hands, 

I have inciofed a copy of lord Drummand*s fecond letter 
(in anfwer to mine) which I received fince I tranfmitted his 
firft, and which I have thought necefTary to lay before Con- 
grefis, that they may poflefs the whole of the correfpoa- 
dence between us, and fee how far he has exculpated him- 
felf from the charge alleged againfl him. The log-book he 
mentions to have fent colonel Moylan proves nothing iti 
his favor. That flicws he had been at Bermuda, and from 
thence to fomc other ifland, on his paflage from which to this 
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place, the veffel he was in was boarded by a pilot who 
brought her into the Hoob, where he found the Britifli fleet, 
which his lordfhip avers he did not expeS were there, hj^v- 
ing underftood their deftination was to the fouthward. 
I have the honor to be, &c* G, W. 



\The f Mowing letter is from one of the generafs ^idti^y whofe 
Jtgnature will alfo appeat to a few of the fubjecfuent letters in 
this volume.^ 

SiR^ New-7'orky Jug. 27, 1776, 8 Q\locky P. M. 

I THIS minute returned from our lines on Long- 
Ifland, where I left his excellency the general.* From him 
I have 'it in command to inform Congrefs, that yefterday he 
went there, and continued till evening, when, from the 
enemy's having landed a confiderable part of their forces,-— 
^nd many of their movements, — there was rcafon to appre- 
hend they would make in a little time a general attack. — As 
they would have a wood to pafs through before they could 
approach the lines, it was thought expedient to place a num- 
ber of men there on the different roads leading from where 
they were ftatioiled, in order to harrafs and annoy them in 
their march. — ^This being done, early this morning a fn^art 
engagement enfued between the enemy and our detach- 
ments, which, being unequal to the force they had to con- 
tend with, have fuftained a pretty confiderable lofs ; at leaft 
many of our men arc miffing. Among thofe that have not 
returned, are generals Sullivan and lord Stirling. The 
eneiny*s lofs is not known certainly : but we are told by fuch 
of our troops as were in the engagement and have come in, 
ihat they had many killed and wounded. — Our party brought 
off a lieutenant, fergeant, and corporal, with twenty privates, 
prifoners. 

While thefe detachments were engaged, a column of the 
cntmy dcfgiinded from the woods, and marched towards the 

9 centre 
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eeHftre of our lines with a deflgn to make an imprefTion^ but 
ircrc repulfed- This evening they appeared very numerous 
about the fldrts of the woods, where they have pitched feve- 
ral tents : and his excellency inclines to think they mean to 
ittack^ and force us from our lines by way of regular ap- 
proachesi rather than in any other mariner. 

To-day, five (hips of the line came up towards the town, 
irh^ they feemed deGrous of getfing, as they turned a long 
tfanc againft an unfavorable wirid: and on my return this 
evening, I found a deferter froni the twenty-third rcgimenft 
virho informed me that they defign, as foon as the wind will 
pi^rmit them to come lip, to give us a fevere cannonade, and 
to filence our batteries, if pofiible. 

• • 1 have the honor to be, in great hafte, fir, your mod obe- 
atau Robert H. Harrison. 



SlR^' Lmg'IJlandi Aug. 2(fy ^77*6, half after 4, J. M. 

I WAS laft night honored with your favor of the 
twcnty-feventh,' accompanied by fundry refolutions of Coft- 
grcfs. Thofe refpeSing the officers, &c, that may be wound- 
ed in the fervi(:e of the ftates, are founded much hi juftice, 
and (I fhould hope) may be prdduftive of many falutary 

. confequences. As to the encouragement to the Hei&an 
officers, I wifli it tnay have the delired efied):. Perhaps it 
might have been better, had the offer been fooner made. 
. Before this, you will probably have received a letter from 

'. Mr. Harrifon, of the twenty- feventh, advifing of the en- 
gagement between a detachment of our men and the enemy 
■op that day* — I am forry to inform Congrefs that I, have 
ijot yet heard either of general Sullivan or lord Stirling, who 

- (they would obfcrve) were among the miffing after the eii- 

gs^ement : nor can I afcertain our lofs. I am hopeful, part 

of our men will yet get in : feveral did yefterday morning. — 

That of the enemy is alfo uncertain : the accounts are va- 

Vol. I* R rious. 
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rious. I incline to think they fufFered a good deal. Some 
deferters fay five hundred were killed and wounded. 

There was fome fkirmifliihg, the greateft part of yefter- 
day, between parties from the enemy and our people t in 
the evening it was pretty fmart. The event I have not yet 
learned. 

The weather of late has been extremely wet. Yefterday 
it rained fevercly the whole afternoon, which diftrefled our 
people much, — not having a fufHciency of tents to cover 
them, and what we have, not being got over yet. I am in 
hopes they will all be got to-day, and that they will be more 
comfo^-tably provided, though the great fcarcity of thefc ar- 
ticles diftrefles us beyond nieafure, not having any thing like 
a fufficient number to proteft our people from the incle- 
mency of the weather y — which has occafioned much fick- 
nefs and the men to be n'"notl broken down. 

I have the hoiior to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, • New- Tori, Ji/guft 31, 1776^ 

INCLINATION as well as duty would have induced 
. me to give Congrefs the er.riieft information of my removal 
and that of the troops, from Long- lih.nd and its dependen- 
cies, to this city, the night before laii : but the extreme fa- 
■^tigue which myfeif and family have undergotir, as much 
from the wcaiher iiiicc as the engagement on the twenty- 
fevcnth, rendered me and thcni entirely unlit to take pen in 
hand. Since monday, fcarec ary of ut> have been out of the 
lines till our pafiage acrofs the £ail- river was eft'edted yeller- 
day morning ; and, for forty-eight hours preceding that, 
I had hardly been otf my horfe, and never clofed >my eyes i 
fo that 1 was quite unfit to write or dictate till this morn- 
ing. 

Our retreat was made without any lofs of men or ammu- 
nition, and ia better order than I expcfted from troops in 

the 
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the fituation ours were* We brought off all our cannon and 
ftores, except a few heavy pieces, which, in the condition 
the earth was by a long-continued rain, we found, upon 
trial, imprafticable. The wheels of the carriages finking up 
to the hobs rendered it impoffible for our whole force to 
drag them. — We left but little provifions on the ifland, ex- 
cept fome cattle which had been driven within our lines, and 
which, after many attempts to force acrofs the water, we 
found impoflible to efFe£i, circumftanced as we were. 

I have inclofed a copy of the council of war held previous 
to the retreat, to which I beg leave to refer Congrefs for the 
reafons, or many of them, that led to the adoption of that 
meafure. 

Yefterday evening and laft night, a party of our men were 
employed in bringing our (lores, cannon, tents, &c, from 
Governor's-Ifland, which they nearly completed. Some of 
the heavy cannon remain there ftill, but (I expeft) will be 
got away to-day. 

In the engagement on the twenty-feventh, generals Sulli- 
van and Stirling were made prifoners. The former has been 
permitted, on his parole, to return for a little time. From 
xny lord Stirling I had a letter by general Sullivan (a copy 
of which I have the. honor to tranfmit) that contains his in- 
formation of the engagement with his brigade. It is not fo 
full and certain as I could wifh : — he was hurried moft pro- 
bably, as his letter was unfiniftied: — nor have I been yet able 
to obtain an exa£k account of our lofs : — we fuppofe it from 
feven hundred to a thoufand killed and taken. 

General Sullivan fays lord Howe is extremely defirous of 
feeing fome of the members of Congrefs ; for which purpofe 
he was allowed to come out, and to communicate to them 
what has paiTed between him and his lordftiip. I have con- 
fented to his going to Philadelphia, as I do not mean, or 
conceive it right, to withhold, or prevent him from giving, 
fuch information as he pofTcfTes in this inftance. 

I am much hurried and engaged in arranging and maki)ig 

R 2 new 
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new difpofitions of our forces 5 the movements of the enemy 
requiring them to be immediately liad •^— and therefore have 
only time to add, that I arti, with my boft regards to Con^ 
grefs, their and your moft obedient, &c^ G» W. 



Sir, NeW'Torkf SepterHber 2, l^jSm 

AS my intelligence of late has been rather unfavov* 
able, and would be received with anxiety and concern, pe- 
culiarly happy (hould I efteem myfelf,- were it in nVy power 
at this tifme to tranfmit fuch inform^Son to Congrcfs, at 
would be more pieafing and agreeable to their wifhes : — ^but,^ 
unfortunately for me, — unfortunately for thenl>-^it is not. 

Our fituation is truly di'ftreiling. The check our detach-^ 
meiu fuftaincd on the twenty-fevcnth uhitno has difpirited^ 
tpo great a proportion of our troops, and filled their mindt 
with apprehendon and defpair. The militia^ inftead of call-^ 
ing forth their utmoft efibrts to a brave and manly oppofi-. 
tion in order to repair our lofies, are difmayed, intraflable^ 
and impatient to return. Great numbers 6f them have 
gone of?', — in fome' iuftances, ahnofc by whole regiments, by 
half ones, and by companies at a time. This circumftanccy 
of irlclf, independent of others, when fronted by a well-ap- 
pointed enemy fuperxor in number to our whole coUedied 
forte, would be fulEciently difagreeable :— but, when their 
example has infefted another part of the army, — when their 
want of difcipline, and rcfufal of almoft every kind of re- 
ilraint and government, have produced a like condu£l but 
too common to the whole, and an entire difregard of that 
order and fubordination necefTary to the well doing of an army^ 
and which had been inculcated before, as well as the nature ' 
of our military eltabliihment would admit of, — our condition 
is flill more alarming: and with the deepeft concern I an^ 
obliged to confefs my want of confidence in the generality 
of the troops. 

All thefe circumitances^ fully confirm the opinion I ever 

entertained| 
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^ntestainedf and whidb I more than once in my letters took 
the liberty of mentioAing to Congrefs, that no dependence 
vcould be put in a militia, or other troops than thofe enliiled 
and .-embodied for a longer period than our regulations here- 
tofore 4avc prefcribed« I am perfuaded, and as fully con- 
(rinced as I am of any one fa£k that has happened, that our 
liberties m«ft of neceffity be greatly haz:arded if not entirely 
loftj if their defence is left to any but a permanent (landing 
army, — I mean, one to exift during the war. Nor would 
the'Czpenfe, incident to the fupport of fuch a body of troops 
98 would be competent to almoft every exigency, far ex- 
ceed that which is daily incHrred by calling in fuccour, and 
new enliftmentSy which, when eiFe<^ed, are not attended 
with any good confequences. Men who have been free, 
and fttbjed to no control, cannot be reduced to order in an 
Jnftant : and the privileges and exemptions, they claim and 
Will have, infliience the condu£t of others ; and the aid de- 
irivcd from them is nearly counterbalanced by the diforder, 
j;rregularity, and confufion they occadon* 

I cannot find that the bounty of ten dollars is likely to 
produce the defired effeft. When men can get double that 
fum to engage for a month or two in the militia, and that 
militia frequently called out, it is hardly to be expefled*— 
The addition of land might have a confiderable influence on 
:^ permanent enliilment« 

Our number of men at prefent fit for duty is under 
twenty thoufand : they were fo by the laft returns and 
befl: accounts I could gee after the engagement on Long- 
Mand ; fince which, numbers have deferted. I have order- 
ed general Mercer to fend the men intended for the flying 
camp to this place, about a thoufand in n umber » and to try 
with the militia, if pr;^^icable, to make ^ diverfion upon 
Staten-Ifland. 

Till of late, I had no doubt in my own mind, of defending 
4his place : nor fliould I have yet, if the men would do their 
.^uty : but this I defpair of. It is^ painful, and extremely 

R3 grating. 
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grating to me, to give fuch unfavorable accounts : but k 
would be criminal to conceal the truth at fo critical a junc- 
ture. Every power I poflefs fhall be exerted to fervc the 
caufc } and my firft wilh is, that, whatever m^y be the 
event, the Congrefs will do me the juftice to think fo. 

If we fiiould be obliged to abandon the town, ought it t6 
ftand as winter-quarters for the enemy?— They would de- 
rive great conveniences from it on the one hand j and much 
property would be deftroye'd on the other. — It is an impor- 
tant queilion, but will admit of but little time for delibera- 
tion. At prefent I dare fay the enemy mean to preferve it 
if they can. If Congrefs therefore fhould refolvc upon the 
deftrudlion of it, the refolution fhould be a profound fecreti 
as the knowledge of it will make a capital change in their 
plans."-*! have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, NeW'Tork, September j^ \jrj6^- 

SINCE I had the hoftor of addreffing you on the 
fecond, our affairs have not undergone a change for the bet- 
ter, nor affumed a more agreeable afpeft than what they 
then wore. The militia, under various pretences, of fick- 
nefs, &c, are daily diminifliing 5 and in a Kttld time, I am 
perfuaded, their number will be very inconfiderable. 

On monday night a forty-gun fliip pafled up the Sound be-i 
tween Governor's and Long-Ifland, and anchored in Turtle- 
bay. In her pafTagefhe received adifcharge of cannon from our 
batteries, but without any damage ; and, having a favorable 
wind and tide, foon got out of their reach. Yefterday mom* 
ing I difpatched major Crane of the artillery, with two 
twelve-pounders and a howitzer, to annoy her ; who, hult 
ing her feveral times, forced her from that ftation, and to 
take (belter behind an ifland, where fhe ftill continues. 
There arc feveral other (hips of war in the Sound, with a 
good many tranfports or ftore-fhips which came round 
Long-lfland, fo that that Tiommunication is entirely ^rut 

oiF. 
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off. — The admiral, with the main body of the fleet, is clofe 
in with GovcrnorVIfland. 

Judging it expedient to guard againft every contingency 
as far as our peculiar (ituation will admit, and that we 
may have refources left if obliged to abandon tliis place, I 
have fent away and am removing above Kingfbridge all our 
ftores that are unneceflary, and that will not be immediately 
wanted. 

I have inclofed feveral original letters from fome of our 
officers prifoners at Quebec, which fell into general Gates's 
hands, and were tranfmitted by him to general Schuyler 
who fent them to me. General Gates adds, that the perfons 
who brought them faid general Burgoyne had fent mefi'ages 
to the inhabitants upon the lakes, inviting their continuance 
on their farms, and afluring them that they ihould remain in 
fccurity. 

The poft-mafter having removed his office from the city 
to Dobbs's-ferry, as it is faid, makes it extremely inconve- 
nient, and will be the means of my not giving fuch conllant 
and regular intelligence as I could wifii. — Cannot fpme 
mode be devifed, by which we may have a pretty coTiftant 
and certain intercourfe and communication kept up ? It is 
an interefting matter, and of great importance ; and, as fuch, 
I am perfuaded, will meet with due attention from Con- 
grefs. 

• I have tranfmitted the copy of general Gates's letter as 
fent me by general Schuyler, from which Congrefs will dif- 
cover all the information 1 have refpecting general Bur- 
goyne's meflage, and my lateft intelligence from Ficondero- 
ga, with the returns of the army there. — Thofe of the army 
here it is impoiTible to obtain, till the hurry and bultle wc 
are now in are a little over, 
. I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. Congrefs will perceive, by general Gates's letter, his 
want of muflcet-cartridge-paper. It is inn oflible to fu^ply 
him from hence. They will therefore be pkafed to order 

R 4 what 
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what he wants (if it can b& procured) to be immediately 

lent him from Philadelphia. ' 



Sir, NcW'-Toriy Septemher j6, l*]jff% 

I WAS laft night honored with your favor of the 
third, with fundry refolutions of Congrefs : and perceiving 
it to be their opinion and determination that no damage 
Ikali be done the city in cafe wc are obliged to abandpi^ 
ifi I (hall take every meafure in n^y power to prevent it. 

Since my letter o^ the fourth, nothing very material ha« 
txrcurred, unlefs it is that the fleet feem io b^ drawing mors 
together, and all getting clofe in with Governor*s-Ifl!Wid. 
Their defigns we cannot learn ; nor have we been able to 
procure the leaft information of late, pf any of their pl^ns or 
Intended operations. 

As^the enemy's movements are very different from what 
yft expefted, — and, from their large encampments a confi* 
derable didance up the Sound, there is reafon to believe they 
intend to make a landing above or below Kingfbridge,, and. 
thereby' to hem in our army, and cut off the communicatioa 
with the country, — I ipean to call a council of general of^ 
ficers to-day or to-morrow, and endeavor to digeft and fix 
ppon fome regular and certain fyftcm of conduft to be pur- 
sued in order to baffle their efforts and coimtera^l their 
fchemes ; and alfo to determine of the expediency of eva- 
cuating or attempting to maintain ^he city and the feveral pofts 
en this ifland. The refult.of their opinion and deliberations 
tfliall advife Congrefs of by the earlieft opportunity, which 
will be by exprefs, having it not in my power to communis* 
cate any intelligence by poft, as the office is removed to fo 
great a-diftance, and entirely out pf the way. 

I have inclofed a lift of the officers who are prifoners, and 
from whom letters have been received by a flag.—- Wc know 
there are others not included in (he lift. 
"**" ' General 
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General Sullivaa having informed me that general Howe 
was willing that an exchange p£ him for general Prefco^ 
ihould take placei it will be proper to fend geperal Prefect 
immediately^ that it may he ^ffe<5ted. 
- As the militia regiments in all probability will be impa- 
^cnt jto tetuni, and become preffing for their pay, I (hall be 
glad of ^e dire^ioB of Congrefs, whether they are to re- 
ceive it here or from the conventions or aiTemblies pf the re^ 
fpe£iive ftsite^ to yrhkii they belong* O^ the pne hand, the 
f^rttiement of t^pir abftrajQis w^ll be attended with trouble 
and difficulty ; on fh!^ pther^ they will go away much better 
^tisfiedy and be mpre ready to give their aid in f uture^ if 
they are paid before their depar|:ur^. 
.Before I conclude, I muijb take the liberty of pientioning 
tp^ Cpngrefs the great diftrefs we are in for ^ant of money. 
Two Qionths^ pay (and more to foroe batallions) is now 
)duc to the troops here, without any thing in the mili^ 
tary cheft to fatisfy it. This occafions much diflatisfaftion^ 
apd almoft a general uneafinefs. Not a day palTes without 
cbmplaints and ^he mod importunate and urgent demand^ 
pn this head. — As it may injure the fervijce greatjy, and the 
want of a reguUr fupply pf ca{h produce cpnfe^uences of the 
moft f^tal tendency, I entreat the attention of Congrefs tp 
jthis fubje£l, and that we may be provided as foon as can be 
with a,fum equal to every prefent claim. 

I have wrote to general Howe, propoCng an exchange of 
general McDonald ifor lord Stirling, and (hall be extremely 
happy to obtain it, as well as that of general Sullivan for ge- 
fjeral Prefect, — being greatly in want of them, and under the 
peceflity of appointing, pro tempore, feme of the colonels to 
'command brigades. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. As two regiments from North-Carolina and three re- 
giments more from Virginia are ordered here,-— if they could 
embark at Norfolk, &c, and come up the bay with fccurity. 
It would expedite their arrival, and prevent the men from a 
.. ■ ' long 
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long fatiguing march. This however (houlcl not be attempl- 
cd if the enemy have veflcls in the bay, which might proba- 
bly intercept them. 



Sir, Nciv-'T'orkj September 7, 1776. 

THIS will be delivered you by captain Martindale 
and lieutenant Turner, who were taken laft fall in the arm- 
ed brig Wa(hington, and who, with Mr. Childs the fecond 
lieutenant, have lately efFefted their efcapc from Halifax. 
Captain Martindale and thefe two officers have applied to 
me for pay from the firft of January till this time : but, not 
conceiving myfelf authorifed to grant it, however reafonablc 
It may be, as they were only engaged till the laft of Decem- 
ber, — at their inftance I have mentioned the matter to Con- 
grcfs, and fubmit their cafe to their confideration. 

I have the honor to be, &c. Q. W. 



Sir, NewrTorkf Head-^uartersy Sept. 8, 1 776. 

SINCE I had the honor of addreffing you on the 
fixth inftant, I have called a council of the general officers, 
in order to take a full and comprehenfive view of our fitua- 
tion, and thereupon form fucji a plan of future defence as 
may be immediately purfued, and fubjeft to no other altera- 
tion than a change of operations on the enemy's fide may oc- 
cafion. 

Before the landing of the enemy on Long^Ifland, the 
point of attack could not be known, or any fatisfaftory judg- 
nient formed of their intentions. It might be on Long-Ifland, 
on Bergen, or direftly on the city. This made it neceffary 
to be prepared for each, and has occafioned an expenfe of 
labor which now feems ufelefs, and is regretted by thofe 
who form a judgment from, after-knowledge. But 1 truft, 
men of difcernmcnt will think differcntiy, and fee that by 
fuch works anu preparations wc have not only delayed the 

operations 
2 



OFFICIAL LETTERS. 451 

operations of the campaign till it is too lale to efFeft any ca- 
pital incurfion into the country, but have drawn tlie eneipy's 
forces to one point and obliged them to [difciofc] their plan, 
fo as to enable us to form our defence on fome certainty. 

It is now extremely obvious from all intelligence, — from 
their movements, and every other circumftance, — that hav- 
ing landed their whole army on Long-Ifland (except about 
four thoufand on Staten-Ifland), they mean to inclofe us on 
the iflind of New-York by taking poft in our rear while the 
fliipping efFeftually fecure the front 5 and thus, either by 
V cutting off our communication, with the country, oblige us 
to fight them on their own terms, or furrender at difcretion, 
— or by a brilliant ftroke endeavor to cut this army in 
pieces, and fecUre the colleftion of arms and (lores, which 
, they well know we (hall not be able foon to replace. 

Having therefore their fyftem unfolded to us, it became 
an important conpderation how it could be moft fuccefsfully 
oppofed. On every fide there is a choice of difficulties j and 
every meafurc on our part (however painful the reflexion is 
from experience) to be formed with fome apprehenfion that 
all our troops will not do their duty. In deliberating on this 
gr^at queilion, it was impoffible to forget, that hifl:ory, our 
own experience, the advice of our ableft friends in Europe, 
the fears of the enemy, and even the declarations of Con« 
grefs, demonftrate, that on our fide the war (hould be de- 
fcnfive — (it has ever been called a war of polls) ;— that we 
Ihould on all occafions avoid a general aft ion, nor put any 
thing to the riik, unlefs compelled by a neceffity into which 
we ought never to be drawn. 

The arguments on which fuch a fyftem was founded 
were deemed unanfwerable ; and experience has given her 
fandion. With thefe views, and being fully perfuaded that 
it would be prefumption to draw out our young troops into 
open ground againft their fuperiors both in number and 
difcipline, I have never fpared the fpade and pickaxe. I con- 
fcfs I have not found that readinefs to defend even ftronjj 

polls 
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fiofts at all hazards, which is neceflary to derive the greateft 
benefit from them. The honor of making a brave defence 
does not feem to be a fufficient ftimulus wheja fuccefs is very, 
doubtfuj, and the falling iato the euemy's hands probable : 
but I doubt not, this will be gjradjaally attained.^ — ^We are 
now in a llrong pcft, but jipt ,an impregnable one, nay acr 
knowledged by every pan of judgment to ^e untenable^ 
u;ilefs tlie enemy will mal^e the attack upon lines when tbey 
,€an avoid it, ^n^ their ^pye;nents indicate )that t^ey meai^ 

To draw tJie whole army together in order to arrange Ac 
defence proportionate to the extent of lines ^nd works^ 
would ieave the country open for an approach, and put the 
fate pf this army and its (tores on the hazard of making a 
£uccefsful defence in the city, or the ifliie of an engagement 
out of it. On the other hand, to abandon a city which has 
been by fome deemed defenfible, and on whofe works much 
labor has been beftowed, has a tendency to diipirit the troops 
and enfeeble our caufe. It has alfo been confidered as the 
key to the northern country. But as to that, I am fully 
of opinion that the eftablifiiing of ftrong pofts at Mount* 
Waftiington on the upper part of this ifland, and on the Jer- 
fey fide oppofitc to it, with the aflillance of the obftrudions 
Already made (and which may be improved) in the water, 
not only the navigation of Hud&n's-river, but an eafier and 
better (communication may be more eiFcdIually fecured be- 
jtwcen the northern and fouthern flates* This, I believe^ 
every one aiiquainted with the fituation of the country will 
readily agree to ; and it will appear evident to thofe who 
tiaye an opportunity of recurring to good maps. 

Thefe and many other confcquences, which will be In- 
volved in the determination of our next meafure, have given 
our minds full employ, and led every one to form a judg-* 
ment as the various objefts prefented themfelves to his view. 

The poft at King(bridge is naturally ftrong, and is pretty 

^11 fortified : the heights about ic are .commanding, and 

7 might 
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Hiight foon be made more fo. Theie are important objedt^ 
and I have attended to them accordingly. I have alfo re- 
moved from the city all the (lores and ammunition except 
trhat was abfolutely necefiary for its defencej and made every 
bther difpofition that did not eficntially interfere with that 
objeft,— carefully keeping in view, until it ftiould be abfo^ 
lately determmed eir full confiderattouy how far the city was 
to be defended at all events. 

In tfefolving points of fuch importHRce, many circumffances 
^cTuliar to our own army alfo occur. Being only provided 
for af fmnm'er's campaign, their clothes, fhoes, and blankets^ 
will fob* be unfit for the change of weather which we every 
rfay feel. At prefent we have not tents for more than two- 
tbitds, matiy of them old and worn put : but if we had si 
^entiful ftipply, the' feafon will not admit of continuing in 
them long. — The cafe of our fick is alfo worthy of much 
confideratioxr. Their number, by the returns, forms at leaft 
one-fourth of the army, l^olicy and humanity requiife they 
fliould be made as^ comfortable as pofiSble. 

With thefe and many other circumftances before them^ 
the whole council of general officers nict yeftcrday in order 
to adopt fome general line of condu£l to be putfued at this 
important crifis. I intended to have procured their feparate 
opinions on each point v but time would not admit. I was 
therefore obliged to colleft their fenfe more generally than I 
could have wiflied.— ^AU agreed the town would not be ten- 
able if the enemy refolved to bombard and cannonade it : 
but the drfficuky attending a removal operated fo ftrongty, 
that a courfe was taken between abandoning it totally and 
concentring our whole ftrength for its defence : nor were 
fenie a little influenced in their opinion, to whom the deter- 
mination of Congrefs was known, againft an evacuation to- 
tally, asthey^were led to fufpedl Congrefs wiflied it to be 
maintained at every hazard. 

• It was concluded to arrange the army under three di- 
vifions ;— five thoufand to remain for the defence of the 

city; 
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city 5 — nine thoufaud to Kingibridge and its dependencies^ 
as well to poiQefs and fecure thofe polls, as to be ready t<> 
attack the enemy who are moving eaftwajfd on Long-Ifland, 
if they ihould attempt to land on this fide j— the remainder 
to occupy the intermediate fpafie, and fupport either j — that 
the fick Ihpuld be immediately removed to Orangetown, 
and barrack^ prepared at Kingibridge with all expedition to 
cover the troops. 

There were fome general officers, in whofe judgment and 
opinion much confidence is. to be repofed, that were for 
a total and immediate removal from the city, — urging the 
great danger of ojie part of the army being cut ofF before the 
other can fupporc it, the extremities being at lead fixtecii 
miles apart; — that our army, when collefted, is inferior to 
the enemy ; — that ihey can move with their M'hoJe force to 
any point of attack, and confequently muft fucceed by 
weight of numbers, if they have only a part to oppofe them ^ 
—that, by removing from hence, we deprive the enemy of 
the advantage of their fhips, which will make at-leaft one 
half of the force to attack the town ; — that we fliould keep 
the enemy at bay, put nothii>g to the hazard, but at all events 
keep the army together, which may be recruited another 
year ; — that the unfpent (lores will alfo be prefeived ; and, in 
this cafe, the heavy artillery can alfo be fecured. But they 
were over-ruled by a majority, who thought for the prefent 
a part of our force might be kept here, and attempt to main- 
tain the city a while longer. 

I am fenfible a retreating army i& encircled with difficul- - 
ties ; that the declining an engagement fubjetls a general to 
reproach; and that the common caufe may be afFedled by 
the difcouragement it may throw over the minds of many. 
Nor am I infenfible of the contrary efrectls, if a brilliant 
ftroke could be made with any probability of fucccfs, efpe- 
cially after our lofs upon Long-Ifland. But, when the fate 
of America may be at flake on the ifTuc, — when the wifdom 
of cooler 'moments and experienced men have decided that 

we 
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we (hould protra<ft the war if poflible, — I cannot think it 
£ife or wife to adopt a different fyitem when the feafon for 
a£lton draws fo near a clofe. 

That the enemv mean to winter in New- York, there can 
be no doubt : — that, with iuch an armament, they can drive 
us out, is equally clear. — ^The Congrefs having refolved that 
it iboukl not be dellroyed, nothing fcems to remain, but to 
determine the time of their taking pofleffion. It is our in- 
tereft and with to prolong it as much as poffible, provided the 
delay does not afFe£l our future meafures. 

The militia of Conneclicut is reduced, from fix thoufand, 
to lefs than two thoufand, and in a few days will be merely 
nominal. 1 he arrival of feme Maryland troops, &c, from 
the flying <:amp, has in a great degree fupplied tlie lofs of 
men : but the ammunition they have carried away will be a 
lofs fenfibly felt. The impulfe for going home was fo ir- 
refiftible, it anfwered no purpofe to oppjfe it. Though I 
would not difcharge, I have been obliged to acquiefce i and 
it affords one more melancholy proof, how delufive fuch de- 
pendencies are. 

Inclofed I have the honor to tranfmit a general return, the 
firft I have been able to procure for fome time ; aifo a report 
of captain Newell from our works at Hom's-hook or Hell- 
gate. Their fituation is extremely low, and the Sound fo 
very narrow, that tlie enemy have them much within their 
command. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. The inclofed information this minute came to hand. 
— I am in hopes we Ihall henceforth get regular intelligence 
of the enemy's movements. 



Sir, New'Torky September ii, 1776. 

I WAS yefterday honored with your fayor of the 
eighth inftant, accompanied by fundry refolutions of Con- 
grefs, to which I (hall pay the ftri£i:e{t attention, and, in the 
inftances required, make them the future rule of my conduft. 

The 



1S6 GENERAL WASHUNGTON'^ 

The mode of negotiatidh purfu'ed by lotd Howe I did not 
approve of: but as general SulIiTan was feht out upon the 
bufinefsyand with a meflage to Congrefs, I could not conceive . 
iayfelf at liberty to interfere in the matter, as he was in the 
charaftcr of a ptifonery and totally fubjefl: to their power 
and diredidn. 

The lift of prifoners, before omitted through hinry^ is 
now inclofed ; though it will probably have reached Congrefa 
before this. — I fhall write by the firft opportunity for major 
Hawfackfe to repair to Philadelphia — (he is in the northern 
army) ; — and will alfo mention the feveral appointments ia 
confcquence of colonel St, Clair's promotion. . 

As focm as generals Prefcot and McDonald arrive, I fiialf 
take meafufes to advife general Howe of it,* that the propofed 
exchange fdr general Sullivan and lord Stirling may be car« 
ried into execution. 

Since my letter of the eighth,' nothing material has oc* 
curred, except that the enemy have^ poffeflcd themfelves of 
Montezore's-ifland^ and Janded a confiderable number of 
troops upon it. This ifland lies in the moiiih of Haerlem- 
river, which runs out of the Sound into the North-river, 
and will give the enemy an eafy opportunity of landing either 
dn the low grounds of Morrifania, if their views are to 
fctze and poiTefs the pafles s^bove Kingfbridge, or on the 
plains of Haerlem, if they defign to intercept and cut off the 
communication between our feveral pofts. I am making 
every difpofifion and arrangement that the divided ftatc of 
our troops will admit of, and which appear moft likely and 
the beft calculated to oppofe their attacks ; for I prefumc 
there will be feveral. —-How the event will be, God only 
knows ; but you may be affured that nothing in my power, 
circumftanced as I am, fliall be wanting, to efFedt a favorable 
and happy iffue. 

By my letter of the eighth you would perceive that feveral 
of the council were for holding the town, conceiving it 
pra^icable for fome time. Many of them now, upon feeing 

our * 
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out divided ftate, have altered their opinion, and allow the 
expediency and neceflity of concentring our whole force, or 
drawing it more together. Convinced of the propriety of 
this meafure, I am ordering our ftores away, except fuch as 
itiay be abfolutely neceffary to keep as long as any troops re- 
main } that, if an evacuation of the city becomes irfevitable 
(which certainly muft be the cafe), there may be as little to 
remove as poffible. 

The inclofed packet contains feveral letters for particular 
members of Congrefs and for fome gentlemen in Philadel- 
phia. They came to hand yefterday, and were brought from 
France by a captain Levez lately arrived at Bedford in the 
Maflachufetts ftate. I muft requeft the favor of you to open 
the packet, and to have the letters put in a proper channel of- 
conveyance to the gentlemen they are addrefled to. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, . Head-Barters, New-Torky Sept. 12, 1 776. 

HIS excellency being called from head- quarters to- 
day on bufinefs of importance which prevents his writing, I 
therefore do myfelf the honor to inform Congrefs of what 
has happened fince his letter of yefterday. 

Laft evening the enemy tranfported a number of men from 
Buchanan's to Montezore's ifland, and, by their feveral. 
movements, more ftrongly indicate their intention to land 
fomcwhere about Haerlem or Morrifania, — moft likely, at 
both at the fame time. This morning one of the fliips that 
have been for fome time in the Sound moved down towards 
Hell'gate ; but, the tide leaving her, fhe could not get near 
enough to bring her guns to bear upon our fortification. If, 
^e means to attack it, it is probable fhe will warp in the 
next tide. Their batteries have kept up a pretty conftant 
fire againft ours at that place, but without any confiderabl« 
effedi. This morning ihey opened a new pne. 

Vol. L S I do 
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I do not recollect any other material occurrence, and Ihati 
only add> that I have the honor to be, &c. R. H« Harrisok, 



Sir, NeW'Toriy Septembtr I4> 1776* 

1 HAVE been duly honored with your fator ti Atf 
tenth, with the riefolution of Congrefs which accompaiikd 
it, and thank them for the confidence they repofe in iny 
Judgment refpefting the evacuation of the city. I could 
wiih to maintain it, betaufe I know it to be of importance^ : 
but I am fully convinced that it cannot be done, a^d that ati 
attempt for that purpofe, if perfeVered in, might aind fncfll 
cert2kinIy~would be attended with confequences the moft fa^l 
and alarming in their nature. 

Senfible of this, feveral of the general officers, fincc thjJ 
determination of the council mentioned in my laft, peti'* 
tioned that a fecond council might be called to reconfider 
the propofitions which had been before them upon the fub- 
jeft. Accordingly I called one on the twelfth, when a large 
liiajority not only determined a removal of the army pfu- 
dent, but abfolutcly neceffary,— declaring they were entirely 
convinced from a full and minute inquiry into our fituatidn,. 
that it was extrenaely perilous ; and, from evety movement 
of the enemy, and the intelligence received, their plan of 
oJ)crations wis to get in our rear, and, by cutting ofF Ac 
communication with the main, oblige us to force a pailage 
through them on the terms they wifli, or to become pri- 
foners in fome fliort time for want of neceffary fupplies of 
provifion. 

We are now taking every method in our power to re- 
move the ftdres, &c, in which we find almoft infuperabfe 
difficulties. They are fo great and fo numerous, that I fear 
we fliall not efFeft the whole before we meet with fourte 
interruption. — I fully expeflied that' an attack fomewhcre 
would have been made laft night. In that I was difap- 
pointed -, and happy (hall I be^ if my apprehe^ifions of one 

to-night. 



OFFICIAL X-ETTERSw >J9 

to^oigb]^ Q? in a day or two, are not confirmed by the event. 
If it is defenjed a little while loggers I flatter myfelf all 
will be got away, and our force be mo^e concentred, and of 
courfe more likely to refift them with fuccefs. 

Yefterday afternoon, four fliips of war, two of forty arvd 
tmo ot twenty eight guns, went up the Eaft-river, pafling 
between Governor's and Long-Ifland, and anchored about 
9. mile above the city, oppofite Mr. Stivanfent's, where the 
Ro(e man-of-war was lying before. The dcfign of their 
going not being certainly known, gives rife to various con- 
jedures, — fome fuppofing they are to cover tlie landing of a 
party of the enemy above the city, — others thfit they are 
to ai&ft in deftroying our battery at Horn's-hpok, that they 
may have a free and un-interrupted navigation in the Sound. 
It is an obje^i of great importance to them, and what they 
arc induftrioufly trying to effect by a pretty conllant can* 
nonade and bombardment. 

Before I conclude, I would beg leave to mention to Con- 
grefs, that the pay now allowed to nurfes for their atten- 
dance oa the fick is by no means adequate to their fervices ^ 
the confequence of which is, that tliey are extremely diiE* 
cult to procure : indeed they are not to be got ; and we are 
under the neceffity of fubftituting iii their place a number of 
men from the refpediive regiments, whofe fervice by that 
means is entirely loft in the proper line of their duty, and 
but little benefit rendered to the fick. The officers 1 have 
talked with upon the fubjedl all agree that they fhould be 
allowed a dollar per week, and that for lefs they cannot 
be had. 

Our fick are extremely' numerous, and we find their re- 
moval attended with the greateft difficulty. It is a matter, 
that employs much of our time and care i and what makes it 
more diftrefling is the want of proper and Convenient places 
for their reception.— 'I fear their fufFerings will be great ani 
many. However, nothing on my part, that humanity qr 

S 2 policy 
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policy can require, fliall be wanting to mate them comfort- 
able, fo far as the ftate of things will admit of. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Head' garters atCd. Roger Morrises Houfe^ Sept. i6, 1776. 
Sir, 

ON faturday about funfet, fix more of the enemy's 
(hips, one or two of 'which were men-of-war, pafled between 
Govcrnor's-ifland and Red-hook, and went up the Eaft- 
river to the ftation taken by thofe mentioned in mylaft. In 
half an hour I received two exprelTes,— one from colonel 
Serjeant at Horn*s-hook [Hell-gate] giving an account th^t 
the enemy, to the amount of three or four thoufand, had 
marched to the river, and were embarking for Barns's or 
Montezore's ifland, where numbers of them were then en- 
camped ; — the other from general Mifflin, that uncommon 
and formidable movements were difcovered among the ene- 
my ; which being confirmed by the fcouts I had fent out, \ 
proceeded to Haerlem, where it was fuppofed (or at Mor- 
rifania oppofite to it) the principal attempt to land would 
be made. However, nothing remarkable happened that 
night : but in the morning they began their operations. 
Three (hips of war came up the North-river as high as 
Blobmingdale, which put a total flop to the removal, by * 
water, of any more of our provifion, &c j and about eleven 
o'clock thofe in the Eaft-river began a moft fevere and heavy 
cannonade, to fcour the grounds, and cover the landing of 
their troops between Turtle-bay and the city, where breaft- 
works had been thrown up to oppofe them. 

As foon as I heard the firing, I rode with all poffible 
difpatch towards the place of landing, when, to my great 
furprife and mortification, I found the troops that had been 
pofted in the lines retreating with the utmoft precipitation, 
and thofe ordered to fupport them (Parfons utld Fellowb's 

brigades) 
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brigades) flying in every direftion, and in the greatcft con- 
fufion, notwithftanding the exertions of their generals to 
form them. I ufed every means in my power to rally 
and get them into fome order : but my attempts were fruit - 
lefs and inefFeftual ; and on the appearance of a fmall party 
of the. enemy^ not more than fixty or feventy, their diforder 
increafed, and they ran away in the greateft confufion, withr 
out firing a fingle (hot. 

Finding that no confidence was to bq placed in thefe brir 
gades, and apprehending that another party of the enemy 
might pafs over to Haerlem plains and cut off the retreat to 
this place, I fenf orders to fecure the heights in the bell 
manner with the troops' that were ftationed on and near 
them ; which being done, the retreat was effefted with but 
little or no lofs of men, though of a confiderable part of 
our baggage,— occafioned by this difgraceful and daftardly 
condu£l. Mod of our heavy cannon, and a part of our 
ftores and provifions which we were about removing, was 
" unavoidably left in the city, though every means (after i^t 
had been determined in council to evacuate the poft) had 
been ufed to prevent it. 

We are now encamped with the main body of the arm,y 
on the heights of Haerlem, where I (hould hope the enemy 
would meet with a defeat in cafe of an attack, if the gene- 
rality of our troops would behave with tolerable bravery. 
But experience, to my extreme affliftion, has convinced nxje 
that this is rather to be wifted for than expe£led. Hovi:- 
ever, I trull that there are many who will a£l like men, and 
(hew themfelves worthy of the bleffings of freedom. 

1 have fent out fome reconnoitring parties to gain intel- 
ligence, if poffible, of the difpofition of the enemy, and fliajl 
inform Congrefs of every material event by the e^rlieft op- 
portunity,— I have the honor to be, &g. 
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Head-Quarters at CoL R. Morrises Houfe^ Sept. l8, 1776^ 

Sir, 

AS my letter of the fixteeiith contained intelligence 
of an important nature, and fuch as might lead Congrefs 
to expeft that the evacuation of New-Yotk and retreat to 
tlie heights of Haerlem, in the manner they were made, 
would be fucceeded by fome other rnterefting event, I beg 
leave to inform them that as yet nothing has been attempted 
upon a large and general plan of attack. 

About the time of the poll's departure with my lettef, 
the enemy appeared in feveral large bodies upon the plains 
about two and a half miles from hence. I rode down to 
our advanced pods, to put matters in a proper fituation if 
they (hould attempt to come on. When I arrived there I 
heard a firing, which, I was informed, was between a party 
of our rangers under the command of lieutenant-colonel 
Knolton, and an advanced party of the enemy. Our men 
carne in and told me that the body of the enemy, who kept 
themfelves concealed, conftfted of about three hundred as 
near as they could guefs. I immediately ordei'ed three com- 
panies of colonel Weedon's regiment from Virginia, under 
the command of major Leitch, and colonel Knolton with his 
rangers compofed of volunteers from different New-Eng- 
land regiments, to try to get in their rear, while a difpofi- 
tion was making as if to attack them in front, and thereby 
draw their whole attention that way. 

This took effe£l as I wiflied on the part of the enemy* 
On the appearance of our party in front, they immediately 
ran down the hill, took pofleffion of fome fences and bofhesy 
and a fmart firing began, but at too great a diftance to do much 
execution on either fide. The parties under colonel KnoI« 
ton and major Leitch unluckily began their attack too fooHi 
as it was rather in flank than in rear.— In a little time ma- 
jor Leitch was brought off wounded, having received three 
balls through his fide i and, in a fhort time after, colonel 

Knoltoo 
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^nolton got a wound which prored mortal. Their men 
however perferered, and continued the engagement with 
the greateft refolution. 

Finding that they wanted a fupport, I advanced part of 
colonel Griffith's and colonel Richardfon's Maryland regi-> 
ments, with fome detachments from the eaftem regiments who 
were neareft the place of ad^ion. Thefe troops charged the 
enemy with great intrepidity, and drove them from the wood 
ioto Jthe plain, and were pufhing them from thence (having 
filenced their fire in a great meafure) when I judged it pru- 
dent to order a retreat, fearing the enemy (as I have fincc 
found was really the cafe) were fending a large body to fup« 

' port their party. 

Major Leitch, I am in hopes, will recover : but colonel 
Knolton's fall is much to be regretted, as that of a brave 
and good officer.— We had about forty wounded : the num« 

. ber of flain is not yet afcertained : but it is very incon* 
iiderable. 

By a fergeant who deferted from the enemy and came in 
jthis morning, I find that their party was greater than I ima- 
gined. It confifted of the fecond bataliion of light infantry, 
a bataliion of the royal Highlanders, and three companies of 
Heffian riflemen, under the command of brigadier-general 

'Leflie. The deferter reports that their lofs in wounded and 
miffing was eighty-nine, and eight killed. In the latter, hi& 

.account is too fmall, as our people difcovered and buried 
double that number. — ^This afl&ir, I am in hopes, will be at-« 

.tended with many falutary confequences, as it fcems to have 

igreatly infpirited the whole of our troops. — ^The fergeant 

.further adds that a confiderable body of men are now en-« 
camped from the Eaft to the North-river, between the fevea 

jf^nd eight-mile ftones, under the command of general Clin- 

. ton. — General Howe, he believes, has his quarters at Mr.. 

.^Apthorp's hpufe. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

. ?P. S. IfliQuIdhave wrote to Congrefs by exprefs before 

rsow, had I not expcdted the pod every minute ^ whiah, I 
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flatter myfelf, will be a fufficient apology for my delaying 
it. — The late lofles we have fuftained in our baggage and 
camp neceffaries have added much to our diftrefs which was 
very great before. I muft therefore take the liberty of re- 
quefting Congrefs to have forwarded as foon as poflible fuch 
a fupply of tents, blankets, camp-kettles, and other articles^ 
as can be coliedled. — We cannot be overftocked. 



Hcad-^artcrs at Col. R. Morris's Houfe^ Sept. 19, 1776. 

Sir, 

SINCE I had the honor of addrefling you yefterday, 
nothing material has occurred. However, it is probable in 
a little time the enemy will attempt to force us from hence, 
as we are informed they are bringing many of their heavy 
cannon towards the heights and the works we have thrown 
up. They have alfo eight or nine fliips of war in the North- 
river, which (it is faid) are to cannonade our right flank 
when they open their batteries againft our front. Every 
difpofition is making oii our part for defence : and Congrefc 
may be aflTured that I (hall do every thing in my power to 
maintain the pod: fo long as it fhall appear pradicable, and 
conducive to the general good. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Head' garter 5^ Heights of Haerlem^ Sept. 20, 1776. 
Sir, 

I HAVE been honored with your favor of the fix- 
tecnth with its inclofures. — To prevent the injury and abufcs 
which would arife from the militia and other troops carrying 
away ammunition and continental property, I have publiflied 
the fubflance of the refolves upon the fubjeft in general 
orders. 

Since my letter of yefl:erday, nothing of importance has 
call up. — The enemy are forming a large and excenfive en- 
campment in the plains mentioned in my laft, and arc bufily 

employed 
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employed in tranfporting their cannon and ftores from 
Long*Ifland. As they advance them this way, we may 
reafonably expedJ their operations will not long be deferred. 

Inclofed are fundry letters^ &c, to which Congrefs will 
be pleafed to pay fuch regard as they may think them deferv- 

ing of. — ^The letter from monfieu'r came open under 

cover of one to me. — Thofe from colonel Hand and colonel 
Ward contain a lilt of vacancies in their regiments, and of 
the perfons they efteem proper to fill them. The former, I 
believe, returned no lift before : the latter fays he never got 
any commiffions — Generals Howe and Erikine's proclama- 
tions fhew the meafures that have been purfued, to force atid 
feduce the inhabitants of Long-Ifland from their allegiance 
to the ftates, and to alTift in their deftru£lion. 

As the period will foon arrive, when the troops compofing 
the prefent army (a few excepted) v/ill be difhanded ac- 
cording to the tenor of their enliftments, and the moft fatal 
confequences may enfue if a fuitable and timely provifion 
is not made in this inftance, I take the liberty of fuggefting 
to Congrefs not only the expediency but the abfolute ne- 
.ceflity there is that their earlieft attention fliould be had 
to this fubjeft. In refpedt to the time that troops fhould be 
-engaged for, I have frequently given my fentiments; nor 
have I omitted to exprefs my opinion of the diffitrultics 
that will attend railing them, nor of the impratRicability of 
effediting it without the allowance of a large and extraor- 
dinary bounty. 

It is a melancholy and painful confideration to thofe who 
are concerned in the work and have the command, to be 
forming armies conftantly, and to be left by troops juft 
when they begin to deferve the name, or perhaps at a mo- 
ment when an important blow is expefted. This, I am in- 
formed, will be the cafe at Ticonderoga with part of the 
troops there, unlefs fome fyftem is immediately come into, 
by which they can be induced to flay. General Schuyler 
tells me in a letter received yefterday, that De Haas's, Max^ 

well's. 
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mtU\ and Wind's regiments ftand engaged only till the be- 
^nning of next month> and that the men> he is fearful^ 
will not remain longer than the time of their enMment* 

I would alfo beg leave to mention to Congrefs, that the 
fcifon is faft approaching when clothes of every kind will be 
warned for the army* Their diftrefe is already great, and 
mill be increafed as the weather becomes more fevere» Our 
ftuation is now bad, but is much better than that of the 
Bttlitia that are coming to join us from the dates of the Maf- 
^&chttfetts-Bay and Connedicut in confequence of the requi* 
£tion of CongrefSk They, I am informed, have not a fingle 
lent or a necefiary of any kind ; nor can I conceive how it 
4Bill be pof&ble to fupport them. Thefe circumftances axe 
extremely alarming, and oblige me to wifh Congrefs to hare 
all the tents, clothing of every Idnd, and camp necefiaries^ 
|»70vided and forwarded, that are to be procured. Thefe 
caftem reinforcements have not a (ingle neceilaty, not a pan 
«r a kettle,— in which wearc nowgreatly deficient. — It is with 
«rfufiancc that I trouble Congrefs with thefe matters : but 
lo whom can I lefort -for relief unlefs to them i The nc- 
ceffity therefore, which urges the application, will excufe it^ 
I am perfuaded. 

I have not been able to tranfmit Congrefs a general re* 
turn of the army this week, owing to the peculiar (ituation. 
4>f our affairs, and the great (hifting and changing among 
ihe troops. As foon as I csdii procure one> a copy ihall be 
forwarded to Congrefs. 

I have the honor to be, &c* G. W# 

P. S. — September 21, 1776.— Things with as remain ixk 
the fituation they were yefterday. 



Sir, Headr Quarter Sy Haerlem Height Sj Scpt^ 22, 1776» 

I HAVE nothing in particular to communicate to 
Congrefs refpefting the fituation of our affairs : it is much 
4i6 fame as when I had the honor of addrefling you laft. 

Om 
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On friday night, about dcven ,or twelve o'clock, a fine 
broke out in the city of New-York, near the new or Saint 
Paul's church, as it is faid, which continued to burn pretty 
rapidly till after fanrife the next morning. I have net been 
informed how the accident happened, nor received any cer- 
tain account of the damage. Report fays many of the 
hoafes between the Broadway and the river were confumcd* 

I have the honor to be, Sec. G. W. 



Sir, Head'^ariersy Haerkm Height s^ Sept. 24, 1 7 ^b* 

THE pod being about to depart, I have only time t«j 
add that no event of importance has taken place on this 
fide Hudfon's-river fince my iaft of the twenty-fccond inftant. 

The incloi'ed letter, received laft night from general 
Greene who now commands in the Jerfeys, will give Con- 
^refs all the information I have refpediing the evacuation f^ 
Paulus-Hook and the landing of the enemy to poffefs it. 

I this minute obtained a copy of the general return of our 
force, the firft I have been able to procure for fome time paft, 
which I do myfelf the honor of tranfmitting for the fatif- 
faftion of Congrefs. 

lam, fir, with the greateft refpeft, &c. G. W. 

P. S. The thirteen militia regiments from Connefticut 
being reduced to a little more than feven hundred men rank 
and file fit Cor duty, I have thought proper to difcharge the 
whole, to fave the dates the immenfe charge that would arifc 
fpr officers' pay. 'Hiere are many militia, too, that have 
juft come in, and on their way from that date, none of whom 
are provided with a tent, or a fingle camp utenfil. Th^a 
didreflcs me beyond meafure. ^ 



Colonel Morrises on the Heights of Haerlem^ Sept, 24, 1776* 
Sir, 

FROM the hours allotted to fleep I will borrow a 
few moments to convey my thoughts on fundry important 

matters 
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matters to Congrcfs. I fh air offer them with the fincerity 
•which ought to chara6lerife a man of candor, and with the 
freedom which may be ufed in giving ufeful informatiau 
without incurring the imputation of prefumption/ 

We are now, as it were, upon the eve of another diffo- 
liition of our arrmy. The remembrance of the difficulties 
which happened upon the occafion laft year, — the confe- 
quences which might have followed the change if proper ad- 
vantages had been taken by the enemy, — added to a know- 
ledge of the prefent temper and fituation of the troops, — 
jcfleft but a very gloomy profpefl: upon the appearances of 
things now, and fatisfy me beyond the poflibility of doubt, 
that, unlefs fome fpeedy and effectual meafures are adopted 
by Congrefs, our caufe Will be loft. 

It IS in vain to expect that any or more than a trifling part 
©f this army will again engage in the fervice on the en- 
couragement offered by Congrefs. When men find that 
their townfmen and companions are receiving twenty, thirty, 
2nd more dollars, for a few months' fervice (which is truly 
the cafe), it cannot be expe6ted, without ufing compulfion : 
and to force them into the fervice would anfwer no valuable 
purpofe. When men are irritated, and the paffions inflamed, 
they fly haftily and cheerfully to arms : but after the firft 
emotions are over * * *, a foldier, rcafoned with upon the 
goodnefs of the caufe he is engaged in and the ineftimabJc 
rights he is contending for, hears you with patience, and 
acknowledges the truth of your obfervations, but adds that 
it is of no more importance to him than others. The ofEccr 
makes you the fame reply, with this further remark, that his 
pay will not fupport him, and he cannot ruin himfelf and 
family to ferve his country, when every member of the 
community is equally interefted, and benefited by his la- 
bors. * * -^ 

It becomes evidently clear then, that, as this conteft is 
not likely to be the work of a day, — as the war muft be 
carried on fyftematically, — and to do it you muft have good 

officers. 
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^iHcers, — there are, in my judgment, no other poiEbic 
means to obtain them but by eftablifliing your army upon 
a permanent footing, and giving your officers good paf* 
This will induce gentlemen and men of charaiSer to en- 
gage: and, till the bulk of your officers are compofed of 
filth perfons as are aduated by principles of honor and a 
fpirit of enterprife, you have little to expe£k from theai. 
They ought to have fuch allowances as will enable them to 
live like and fupport the charafters of gentlemen* * * * 
Befides, fomething is due to the man who puts his life in 
[^oar] hands, hazards his health, and forfakes the fwects of 
domcftic enjoyment. — Why a captain in the continental 
fcrvice fhould receive no more than five (hillings currency 
per day for performing the fame duties that an officer of the 
fame rank in the Britilh fervice receives ten (hillings fterling 
for, I never could conceive, efpccially when the latter is pro- 
vided with every neceflary he requires upon the bsft terms, 
and the former can fcarce procure them at any rate. — There 
is nothing that gives a man confequence and renders him fit. 
for command, like a fupport that renders him independent 
of every body but the (late he fervcs. 

With refpedt to the men, nothing but a good bounty can ob- 
tain them upon a permanent eftablifhment : and for no (horter 
time than the continuance of the war, ought they to be en- 
gaged -, as fa£ts inconteftably prove that the difficulty and coH 
of cnliftmencs increafe with time. — When the army was firii. 
raifed at Cambridge, I am perfuaded the men might have been . 
got, without a bounty, for the war* After this, they began to 
fee that the conteft was not likely to end fo . fpeedily as was 
imagined, and to feel their confequence by remarking, that, . 
to get in the militia in the courfe of the lall year, many 
towns were induced to give them a bounty. 

Forefeeing the evils refulting from this, and the deftru£ti^ * 
confequences which unavoidably would follow (hort enlifl- - 
ments, I took the liberty in a long letter (date not now re- 
collefted, as my letter-book is not here) to recommend the 

enliftments 
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enUftmcnts for aod during the war, afGgn&ng fucli reafont^ 
Sot it as experience has iince convinced me were well found-: 
ed» At that time, twenty dollars would, I am perfuaded^ 
bave engaged the men for this term. !3ut it will not do to 
bok back : and, if the prefent opportunity is flipped^ I am 
perfnaded that twelve months more will increafe our di^. 
culties four-fold- I fhall therefore take the freedom of giv- 
ing it as my opinion, that a good bounty be immediately 
offered, aided by the proffer of at lead a hundred or a 
hundred and fifty acres of land, and a fuit of clothes and 
blanket to each non-ODmmiffioned officer and foldier ; as I 
have good authority for faying, that, however high the men's 
pay may appear^ it is barely fufficient, in the prefent fcarcity 
and deamefs of all kinds of goods, to keep them in clothes^ 
muck lefs aiTord fupport to their families. 

If this encouragement then is given to the men, and fuch 
pay allowed the officers as will induce gentlemen of cba* 
ra£ier and liberal fentiments to engage, and proper care 
and precaution ufed in the nomination (having more regard 
to the charafters of perfons than the number of n^en they 
can enlift), we fhould in a little time have an army able to 
cope with any that can be oppofed to it, as there are 
excellent materials to form one out of. But while the only 
merit an officer poffefles is his ability to raife men,— while 
thoie men confider and treat him as an equal, and (in the 
chara&er of an o£cer) regard him no more than a broom*^ 
ftick, being mixed together as one common herd, — ^no order 
nor difcipline can prevail ^ nor will the officer ever meet 
with that refpe£i which is ^flentially necefiary to due full* 
ordination. 

To place any dependence upon militia is afliiredly retting 
upon a broken ilaff, — ^men juft dragged from the tender 
fcepes of domeftic life,— ^unaccuftomed to the din of arms, 
»— totally unacquainted with every kind of military ikill^ 
which being followed by a want of confidence in themfelvcs, 
when oppofed to troops regularly trained^ difciplined, and 

appointed^ 
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^poiaCed, kspttiot in kndwkdge and fupcriof in 9tm9^ 
makfi^them tiniid and ready to ly from their own ihadews* 
BefideS) the fiidden change in their manner of living (paf 
tiicalarly in the lodging) brings on fickncis in'many» vaar 
{mtience in all^ and (uch an unconquerable defire of retunr* 
fSig to their tefpe^^ive homes, ^hat it not only prod^icci 
fllameful and fc^ndalous defertions among them£elve% heat 
imhifes the like fpirit into others. 

Again, men accuftomed to unbounded freedom ^rti ad 
rontfol, cannot brook the reftratHt which is indifpenfithly 
neceflary to the good order and government of an army i 
without which, licentioufnefs and every kind of diforder 
ttiumphantly reiga« — To bring men to a proper degree of . 
fubordinatlon is not the work of a day, a month, or even a 
year : and, unhappily for us and the caufe we are engaged 
fo, the little difcipKne I have been laboring to eftablifli in the 
army under my immediate command is in a manner done 
away by having fuch a mixture of troops as have been called 
together within thefe few months. 

Relaiced and unfit as out rules and regulations of war are 
for the government of an army, the militia (thofe properly 
to called ; for of thefe we have two forts, the (ix-monthsi- 
<tten, and thofe fent io as a temporary aid) do not think 
themfelves fubje£b to them, and therefore take liberties which 
the foldier is punifhed for. This creates jealoufy : jealoufy 
begets difTatisfaftions ; and thefe by degrees ripen into mu«* 
tiny, keeping the whole army in a confufed and diforderod 
ftate, — rendering the time of thofe who wifh to fee regula- 
tity andgood order prevail, more mihappy than words can 
defcribe. Befides this, fuch repeated changes tak^ place^ 
that all arrangement is fet at nought, and the Conftknt flue* 
Xuation of things deranges every plan as faft as adopted. .. 

Thefe, fir, Congrefs may be affured, are but a fmall part 

of the inconveniences which might be enumerated, and at'*- 

tributed to militia : but there is one that merits particular zt^ 

4eiuion, and that is the expenfe^ Certain I aAi^ that it would 
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be cheaper to keep fifty or a hundred thoufand in coriftant 
pay, than to depend upon half the number and fupply the 
other half occafionally by militia. The time the latter arc 
in pay before and after they are in camp, aiTembling and 
Biarching, — the wafte of ammunition, the confumption of 
ftorcs, which. In fpite of every refpliition or requifition of Con- 
grefs, they muft be furni(hed with, or fent home, — added to 
other incidental expenfes confequent upon their coming and 
condu£l in camp, — furpafTes all idea, and deftroys every 
kind of regularity and economy which you could eftabliih 
?mong fixed and fettled troops, and will, in my opinioni 
prove (if the fchcme is adhered to) the ruin of our caufe. 

The jealoufics of a {landing army, and the evils to be ap- 
prehended from one, are remote, and, in my judgment, 
fituated and circumflanced as we are, not at all to be dread- 
ed : but the confequence of wanting one, according to my 
ideas formed from the prefent view of things, is certain and 
inevitable ruin. For, if I was called upon to declare upon 
oath, whether the militia have been moft ferviceable or hurt- 
ful upon the whole, I {hould fubfcribe to the latter. I do not 
mean by this, however, to arraign the conduft of Congrefs : 
in fo doing 1 fliould equally condemn my own meafures, if 
I did not my judgment: but experience, which is the bell 
criterion to work by, fo fully, clearly and decifively repro- 
bates the praftice of trufting to militia, that no man who re- 
gards order, regularity and economy, or who has any regard 
for his own honor, charafter, or peace of mind, will rilk 
them upon this iffue. , * * * 

An army formed of good officers moves like clock- work : 
but there is no fituation upon earth lefs enviable nor more 
diftreffing thap that perfon's who is at the head of troops 
who are regardlefs of order and difcipline, and who are unpro- 
vided with almoft every neceflary. In a word, the difficul- 
ties which have for ever furrounded me fince I have been in 
the fcrvice, and kept my mind conftantly upon the ftretch, — 
thejjjjji'cunds which my feelings (as an officer) have received 

by 



b!^FIG^AL,LEtTERs. . i^j 

6f a tbottfaSid things iitbidi have h^^ppeh^ bohtfairy 16 mf 
expcCtztion aiad wlBies^ * * •— <iAded to a ttdnfdbUfiiefs bf 
iiij inability to gorem an army compofed of fnch difebrdahl 
|iatt5, and tinddr fnch a variety of intricate and pe^lexing 
circumftances,'— induce not only a belief) but a thbrodjgft 
CDxm3ion in my xnind^ t&at it will be impoflibfe (unlefs tiiere 
i$ a thorbi^fa diange in out military fyftem) for me to cbndu& 
m^ttlftrs in fnch a manner as to give fatisfai£Hoh to the pnb^ 
SCy which is all ihe recoihpenfe I aim at, or ever wiflied for. 
Before I conclude, I mbit apologife fdr the liberties takeA 
in this ietter, and for the blots and fcratchings therein, not 
hating time to give it more corre&ly. — With truth I caA 
add^ that, with every fthtiment of refpefl aiid efleem, I a^ 
^ors arid the Coiigre&'s moft obedi<;ht) ice. G. W* 



Hiad-^uarfirsy Hu'arUm Heights^ Septmher 25, 1776. 

HAVING i^hroie you fully on fundry important fuW- 
jcdi this morning as ydu will perceive by the letter which ici. 
companies this, I m<san principally now to indofe a copy of a 
letter received from general HoWe on funday morning, with Ac 
lids dF the prifoti^rs in his hands, — of thofe in our pofibffion 
belonging to the army immediately under his. command,—^ 
land of jmy anfwer, which Were omitted to be put in the other* 
His tetter will difcover to Congrefs his refufal to exchange 
lord Sdrling for Mr. McDonald, confidering the latter only 
&I a major. They will be pleafed to determine how he h 
to be ranked in future. 

The number of prifoners according to thefc returns is 
greater than what we expefted. However, I am inclined 
to believe^ that, among thofe in the lift: friprii Long- 
Ifland, arc feveral militia of general WoodhuU's party, who 
Were never arranged in this army. — As to thofe taken oh 
Ihe fifteehthy they greatly exceed the number that I fup- 
pofed fell into their hands in the retreat from die city. ^ 

.Vol.!. T th« 
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the time that I tranfmitted an account of that a&air, Lha<f 
not obtained returns, and took the matter upon the officers* 
reports. They are difficult to get with certainty at any time. 
-—In the fkirmifh of monday fe'nnight, they could have taken 
but very few. 

Before I conclude, I (hall take occafion to mention ihzt 
ihofe returns made with fuch precifion, and the difficulty 
ihat will attend the propofed exchange on account of the 
difperfed and fcattered ftate of the prifoners in our hands^ 
will clearly evince the neceffity of appointing commiflaric^ 
and proper perfons to fuperintend and condu£t in fuch in- 
ftancetj. This I took the liberty of urging more than oncc^ 
as well on account of the propriety of <the meafure and the 
iaving that would have refulted from it, as that the prifoners 
might be treated with humanity, and have their wants parti- 
cularly attended to. 

-I would alfo obferve (as I efteem it my duty) that this 
army is in want of almoft every neceffary, — tents, camp ketdes^ 
blankets, and clothes of all kinds. But what is to be done 
with refpeft to the two laft articles, I know not, as the term 
of enliftment will be nearly expired by the time they can be 
provided. This may be exhibited as a further proof of the 
difadvantages attending the levying of an army upon fuch a 
footing as never, to know how to keep them without injuriqg 
the public or incommoding the men.— I have direded the 
colonel or commanding officer of each corps to ufe his eiv- 
deavors to procure fuch clothing as is abfolutely necefiary : 
but at the fame time I confefs, that I do not know how they 
are to be got. — Hiave the honsr to be, &c. G. VT. 



Head-Barters.^ Heights of HatrUm% September 27, 1 776. 

Sir, 

I HAVE nothing in particular to communicate t# 
Congreis by this day's poft, as our fituation is the fame as 
jjthea. 1 laft wrote. 
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• We are now fitting on the buGnefs the committee came 
Upon, which, it is probable, will be finiftied this evening. 
The rcfuit they will duly report upon their return. 

I received yefterday the inclofed declaration by a gentle- 
.lyian from Elizabeth town who told me many copies were 
found in the pofleflion of the foldiers from Canada, that 
were landed there a day or two ago by general Ho^^e's per- 
miffion. I (hall not comment upon it. It feems to be 
founded on the plan that has been artfully purfued for fome 
"tiine paft. — ^I have the honor to be, &c. G. Wi 

?• S. The account of the troops, &c, in Canada, comes 
from a perfon who is among the prifoners fent from Cana- 
da. It was anonymous, nor do I know the intelligencen 
According to him, the enemy in that quarter are (Ironger 
than we fuppofed, and. their naval force much greater on- the 
lakes than we had any idea of. I truft he has taken cha 
matter up on the enemy's report* 



Headquarter s^ Heights of HaeiUm^ September 2^^ ^JjS, 
Sir, 

BEING about to crofs the North-river this morning 
in order to view the poft oppofite, and the grounds between 
that and Paulus-Hook, I (hall not add much more than that 
I have been honored with your favor of the twenty-fourth 
and its feveral inclofures ; and that, fince my letter of yef-^ 
tcrday, no important event has taken place. 

As colonel Hugh Stephenfon, of the rifle regiment order^^ 
cd lately to be raifed, is dead according to the information I 
have received, I would beg leave to recommend to the particu- 
lar notice of Congrefs captain Daniel Morgan juft returned 
among the prifoners from Canada, as a fit and proper perfon 
to fucceed to the vacancy occafioned by his death. The 
I prcicnt field-officers of the regiment cannot claim any right 
in preference to him, becaufe he ranked above ihem, and 
as a captain, when he firft entered the (ervice. His condu^ 
' T 2 «8 
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as an officer, on the expedition with general Arnold lall fall, 
—his inirepi'd behavior ill the aflault uJ)on Quebec, when thfc 
brave Montgomery fell, — the inflexible attachment he pr6- 
feffed to our caufe during his impriforttnent, and which he 
perfeveres in, — added to thefe, his refidence in the i>Iac6 
colofiel Stephenfon came from, and his intfereft and ihfliiehcfe 
In the famt circle, and with fuch rtien as are to cdrripbic 
fuch a regiment, —all, in my opinion, fcntitle him to thd fa- 
Vbr'ot Congrefs, and lead me to believe that in his promc^ 
tibn the ftates will gain a good and valuable officer tot ihh 
fort of ttoops he is particuIaHy recommended tio command. 
* * *— I have the honor to be. Set. (5. W. 



Head'^arttrs^ Heights of Haerlem^ September Jo, 17/6. 

Sir, 

SINCE I had the honor of addreffing you laft, no- 
thing of importance has tranfpiredj though, from fomc 
movements yefterday on the part of the enemy, it would 
feem as if fomething was intended. 

The inclofed memorial, from lieutenant-colonel Shephard 
of the fourth regiment, I beg leave to fubmit to the confider- 
ation of Congrefs, and (hall only add that I could wifii they 
would promote him to the command of the regiment ^nd 
fend him a commiflion, being a good and valuable officei^ 
and efpecially aS the vacancy is of a pretty long iiaildin^ 
and I have not had (nor has he) any intelligence froni colo^ 
nei Learned himfelf (who had the command, and who ob- 
tained a difcharge on account of his indifpofition), of his dc^ 
fign to return.— I have alfo inclofed a letter from captain 
Ballard, which Congrefs will pleafe to determine on, the 
fubjeft being new and not within my authority. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. A commiffion was fent for colonel Learned, which 
is now in my hands, having received no application^ or heard 
from him fince it came* 
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Sir, Headquarters, Haerlem Heights, 0^. 2, ^776, 

I DO myfelf the honor of tranfmitting to you the in- 
dofed letter from lieutenant-colonel Livingfton, with fundry 
copies of general Delancey^s orders, which difcover the 
meafures the enemy are purfuing on LongJfland for raifing 
recruits and obtaining fupplies of provifions. In confequence 
of the intelligence they contain, and authentic advices 
through other channels refpefting thcfe matters, I have fent 
brigadier-general George Clinton^ to meet general Lincoln 
who has got as far as Fairfield with part of the troops lately 
ordered by the Maflachufetts affembly, to concert with him 
and others an expedition acrofs the Sound with thofe 
troopS) three companies under colonel Livingfton, and 
fuch further aid as governor Trumbull can afford, in order 
to prevent if poffible their effefling thofe important objedls, 
^ and to affift the inhabitants in the removal of their ftock, 
grain, &c, or in deftroying them, that the enemy may not 
derive any advantage or benefit from them, 

Tlic recruiting fcheme they are profecuting with uncom- 
mon induftry; nor is it confined to Long-Ifland alone. 
Having juft now received a letter from the committee of 
Weft-Chefter-county, advifing that there are feveral compa- 
nies of men in that and Duchefs-county preparing to go off 
and join the king's army, I have given direftions to our 
guard-boats and the cen tries at our works at Mount- Wafli- 
ington to keep a ftrift look-out in cafe they attempt to come 
down the North-river 5 alfo to general Heath at Kingfbridge, 
diat the utnrioft vigilance may be obferved by the regiments 
and troops ftationed above there and down towards the Eaft- 
river, that they may intercept them, fhould they take that , 
route wirh a view of croiling to LongJfland.— I will ufe 
every precaution in my power to prevent thofe parricides 
from accomplilhing their defigns : but I have but iittle hopes 
fif fuccefs, as it will be no difficult matter for them to pro» 
cure apaffage over fome part or other of the Sound* 

Tj IU\^ 
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I have been applied to lately by colonel Weedon of VirgU 
nia, for permiflSon to recruit the deficiency of men in his re-* 
giment out of the troops compofing the flying camp, — in* 
forming me at the fame time that fome of thof? from Maryr 
land had offered to engage. Colonel Hand of the rifle ba-r 
tallion made a fimjlar application to-day. If the enliftmentf 
could be made, they would have this good confequertce,— 
the fecuring of fo many in the fervice. However, as the 
jneafure might occafion fome uneafmefs in tjieir own corps, 
and be confidcred as a hardfliip by the ftates to which they 
belong, and the means of their furnifliing more than the 
qiiota exacted from them in the general arrangement, and 
would make it more difficult for them to complete their 
own levies, l.did not conceive myfelf at liberty to authorife 
it without fubmitling the propriety of it to the confideradon 
of Congrefs, and obtaining their opinion whether it ihould 
be allowed or not. 

I have inclofed a lift of warrants granted from the fccbnd 
to the thirtieth ultimo inclufive, the only return of tlje fort 
that I have been able to make fince the r(^folution for that 
purpofe, — owing to the unfettled ftate of our affairs, and 
my having fent my papers away.— You will alfo receive 
fundry letters, &c,. from general Schuyler, which came uli- 
der cover to me, and which I have the Jionot of forward- 

By a letter juft received from the committee of fafcty of 
the ftate of New-Hampfhire, I find a thoufand of their' mi- 
litia were about to march on the twenty-fourth ultimo to rc-^ 
inforce this army in confequence of the requifition of Con- 
grefs. Previous to their march, general Ward writes me 
he was obliged to furnifli them with five hundred pounds of 
powder and a thoufand pounds of mufkct-ball ; and I have 
little reafon to expe£t that they are better provided with 
pthcr articles than they were with ammunition. In fuch cafe 
they will only add to our prefent diftrefs which is already- 
far too greats arid become difgufted with the fervice, though 

' tU 
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the time they are engaged for is only till the firft of Decem- 
ber. — This wUl injure their enlifting for a longer term, if 
not wholly prevent it. 

By three deferters who came from the Galatea man-of- 
war about five days ago, we are informed that feveral trant 
ports had failed, before they left her, for England, as it was 
generally reported, in order to return with a fupply of pro- 
▼ifiohs, of which they fay there is a want. — General Mercer, 
in a letter, informed me that general Thompfon faid he 
had heard they were going to difmifs about a hundred of the' 
fliips from the fervice. — I am alfo advifed by a letter from 
Mr. Derby at Bofton, of the twenty-fixth ultimo, that, the 
day before, a tranfport fnow had been taken and fent into 
Pifcatawa by a privateer, ia her paflage from New- York to 
the WeftJndies. She failed with five more under the con- 
voy of a man-of-war, in order ti^ bring from thence the 
troops that are there, to join general Howe. — They were all 
viftualled for four months.— From this intelligence it would 
feem as if they did not apprehend any thing to be meditating 
jgainft them by the court of France. 

Onober 3. 1 have nothing in particular to communi» 

cate irjsfpefting our fituation, it being much the fame as when 
J wrot? laft.-— We had an alarm this morning a little before 
four o'clock, from fome of our out-centries, who reported 
that a large body of the enemy was advancing towards our 
lines* This put us in motion : however it turned out en* 
^rely prennature ; or at leaft we faw nothing of them. 

], hsivc the honor to be, &c. G. W# 



SlR^ Hacrlcm^ Ofiobcr 4, 1776^ 

BEFORE I knew of the late refolutions of Congreft 
lirhich you did me the honor to inclofe in your letter of the 
twenty-fourth, and before I was favored with the vifit of 
your committee, I took the liberty of giving you my fenti* 
fjupptjj PU fevcr^ ppints which feemed to be of iinportance.'— 

T 4 I have 



ago GENERAL WAS6lNGTdN*S 

I hare po doubt but that the comipittee will make^fuch re- 
port of the ftate and condition of the army» as will induce 
Congrefs to believe that nothing but the moft vigoroua exer« 
tions can put matters upon fuch a footing as to give this 
continent a fair profpeft of fuccefs. Give me leaye to fay^^ 
fir,— I fay it with due deference and refpcft (and my know- 
ledge of the fads, added to the importance of the caufe^ and 
the (lake I hold in it, mud juftify the freedom), — that your 
aflairs are in a more unpronxifing way than you ktm to ap.. 
prehend. 

Your army, as I mentioned in my laft, is on the evG 
of its political difiblution. True it is, you have voted 
a larger one in lieu of it : but the feafon is late \ and there 
is a material difference between voting of batallions and 
raifing of men. In the latter there are more difficulties, 
than Congrefs are aware of; which makes it my duty (as I 
have been informed of the prevailing fentiments of this 
army) to inform them, that, unlefs the pay of the officers^ 
cfpecially that of the fieldi-officers, is raifed, the chief part of 
thofe that are worth retaining will leave the fervice at the 
expiration of the prefent term, as the foldiers will ^l^o, if 
fome greater encouragement is not offered them than twenty 
dollars and a hundred acres of land* 

Nothing lefs, in my opinion, than a fuit of clothes ^mually 
given to each non-commiffioned officer and foldier, in addi- 
tion to .the pay and bounty, will avail \ and I queftion whe-^ 
ther that will do, as the enemy (from' the information of pne 
John Maih, who, with fix others, was taken by our guards) 
are giving ten pounds bounty for recruits, and have got 9, 
batallion under major Rogers pearly cpmpleted upon Long-t 
Ifland- 

^or will lefs pay, according to my judgment, than I havp 
taken the liberty of mentioning in the inplofed eftimate, re-r 
tain fuch officers as we could wifh to have continued, The 
diffisrence per pipnth in each batallion will amount to bettcy 
than a hundred poupds, To ^s paay be added the pay of 

the 
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Ac ftafltofficcts ; for it is prcfumable they will alfo require 
an augmentation : but, being few in number, the fum will 
npt be greatly increafed by them, and confequently is a mat- 
ter of no great moment : but it is a matter of no fmall im* 
portance to make the fcveral offices defirable. When the 
pay and eftablifliment of an officer once become objefts of 
interefted attention, the ilocb, negligence, and even difobe- 
dience of orders, which at this time but too generally prevail, 
vnU be purged off. But while tlie fervicc is viewed with in- 
difference,— while the officer conceives that he is rather con- 
ferring than receiving an obligation, — there will be a total 
relaxation of all order and difcipline, and every thing will 
move heavily on, to the great detriment of the fervice, and 
inexprefffble trouble and vexation of the general. 

The critical fituation of our affairs at this time will juftify 
my faying that no time is to be loft in making of fruitlefs * 
experiments. An unavailing trial of a month to get an army 
upon the terms propofed may render it imprafticable to do 
it at all, and prove fatal to our caufe; as I am not fure whe- 
ther any rubs in the way of our enliftments, or unfavorable 
turn in our affairs, may not prove the means of the enemy 
recruiting men fafter than we do. To this may be added 
the inextricable difficulty of forming one corps out of an- 
other, and arranging matters with any degree of order, it\ 
the face of an enemy who are watching for advantages. 

At Cambridge, laft year, where the officers (and more 
than a fufficiency of them) were all upon the fpot, we found 
It a work of fuch extreme difficulty to know their fentimenta 
(each having feme terms to propofe), that I defpaired once 
of getting the arrangements completed : and I do fuppofe, 
that at leaft a hundred alterations took place before matters 
were finally adjufted. What muft it be then under the 
prefent regulation, where the officer is to negotiate this matr 
ter With the ftate he comes from, diftant perhaps two or 
three hundred miles ? — fome of whom, without leave or lir 
^^nce frQXQ me^ let put tq make perfpnal application, the 

moment 
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jnomcnt the refolve got to their hands. What kind of of- 
ficers thefe are, I leave Congrefs to judge. 

If an officer of reputation (for none other fliould be ap- 
plied to) is afked to ftay, what anfwer can he give, but in the 
firft place, that he does not know whether it is at his option 
to do fo, no provifion being made in the rcfolution of Con- 
grefs, even recommendatory of this meafure j confequently, 
that it refls with the ftate he comes from (furrounded per- 
haps with a variety of applications, and influenced probably 
by local attachments) to determine whether he can be pro- 
Tided for or not ? In the next place, if he is an officer of me- 
rit, and knows that the ftate he comes from is to furnilh 
more batallions than it at prefent has in the fervice, he will 
fcarcely, after two years' faithful fervices, think of continu-' 
ing in the rank he now bears, when new creations are to 
be made, and men appointed to offices (nowife fuperior in 
merit, and ignorant perhaps of fervice) over his head. A 
committee, fent to the army from each ftate, may upon the 
fpot fix things with a degree of propriety and certainty, and 
is the only method I can fee of bringing matters to a dcci- 
fion with refpeft to the officers of the army. But what can 
be done in the mean while towards the arrangement in the 
country, I know not. In the one cafe you run the hazard 
of lofing your officers $ in the other, of encountering delay, 
unlefs fome method could he devifed of forwarding both at 
the fame inftant. 

Upon tlie prefent plan, I plainly forefee an intervention of 
time between the old and new army, which muft be filled^ up 
with militia (if to be had), with whom no man who has any 
regard for his own reputation can undertake to be anfwey^ 
able for confequences. I fliall alfo be miftaken in my con- 
jefturcs, if we do. not lofe the moft valuable pfficers in this 
army, under the prefent mode of appointing them : confe- 
quently, if we have an army at all, it will be compofed of 
materials not only entirely raw, but (if uncommon pains are 
ppt taktn) entirely unfit: un4 I ke fvich i^ diftruft andjea-i 

ipwfy 
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ioufy of military power, that the commander-in-chief has 
not an bpportumty, even by recommendation, to give the 
leafl alTu-'iinces of reward for the moft effential fervices. In 
la wor<l, {uch a'cToud of perplexing circumftances appear be* 
fore me, without otie flattering hope, that I am thoroughly 
convinced, uniefs the mod vigorous and decifive exertions 
^re immediately adopted to remedy thefe evils, that the cer- 
(tein and' abfolute lofs of our liberties will be the inevitable 
confequence ; as one unhappy ftroke will throw a powerful 
weight into the fcale againft us, enabling general Howe to 
recruit his army as fad as we fliall ours,— numbers being 
iUpokd [to join h}m]y and many aftually doing fo already. 
Some of the mbft probable remedies, and fucK as experience 
has brought to my more intimate knowledge, I have taken 
the liberty to point out: the reft I beg leave to fubmit to the 
confideration of Congrefs. 

' I aflc pardon for taking up fo much of their time with my 
opinions. But I fliould betray that'truft which they aqd my 
country have repofed in me, were I to be Clent upon a mat*** 
tcr fo extremely interefling. — With the moft perfeft efteem, 
I have the honor to bej| &c. G. W. 



SiR^ Head-^wrtersy Haerlem Heights^ Ofl, S%'^77^* 
I WAS laft night honored with your favor of the fc- 
eond with fundry refolutions of Congrefs. * * * 
* In refpeft to the exchange of prifoners, I fear it will be a 
work of great difficulty, owing to their difperfed and fcat?- 
tered fituation throughout the ftates. In order to cffc<^ it, 
I have wrote to the eaftern governments to have them col- 
leQed, and to tranfmit me an account of their number, dif- 
tinguifhing the names and ranks of the field and commiflion- 
ed officers, and the corps they belong to. I have alfo .wrote 
to' governor Livingllon of the Jerfeys upon the fubjeft, and 
liiuft take the liberty of requefting Congrefs to give direc- 
tions that a fimHr.r return may be made of thofe in PcnnfyU 

vaxvva^ 
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vania and Maryland, and for their being brought to Brunf* 
vip, that they may be ready to be exchanged for an equ^l 
nnmbcr of thofe of the fame rank. 

I obferve, by the refolve of the twenty-fixth ultimo, that 
the exchange is particularly dire£):ed to be made of the of- 
ficers and foldiers taken on Long-Ifland. But fhould not 
that follow the exchange of thofe ofScers and men who have 
lately returned from Quebec, whofc imprifonment has been 
much longer, and whofe feryice has not been lefs fevere, apd» 
in many inftances, cdndu6led with great intrepidity ? I have 
had many applications fince their arrival, by which they 
claim a kind of preference as far as their number and the 
circumftances of their rank will allow, and which I thought it 
my duty to mention, that I may obtain fome diredlipn uppn 
the fubjeft. 

You will obferve by a paragraph of a letter received ycfc 
"terday from general Howe, a copy of which you have at 
length, that the non -performance of the agreement between 
captain Forfter ^nd general Arnold, by which the latter fti-r 
puiated for the return of an equal number of officers an4 
prifoners in our hands for thofe delivered him, i& confi4ere4 
in an unfavorable light, and entirely imputed to me, as hav- 
ing the chief command of the armies of the dates, and a 
controlling po^^'cr over general Arno.ld.-^The pointed man- 
ner in which Mr. Howe is pleafed to exprefs himfelf could 
not pcrfonally zffcil me, fuppofing there had been no gpod 
grounds for the treaty not being ratified, having been nqthing 
more than an inftruinent of conveying to him the refoIution% 
formed upon the fubjeft. * * * 

However I vv^ould beg leave to obferve, from thp letter^ 
from the hoftages,— -from what has been reported by othert 
refpefting captain Forfter*s having ufed his endeavors to re- 
(train the favages from ej^ercifing their wonted barbarities, 
though in fome inftances they did,-^hi8 purchafing fome of 
the prifoners for a pretty confiderable premium,— but, above 
^IJ, frpm the delicate n^turp of fych tye^tjes, <md becaufo' 
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the noii-obfcrvancc of them muft damp the fpirits of thk 
officei-s who hiake them, and add afflidVion to the misfottunids 
of thofe whom neceflity and the nature of ^ the cafe force inti> 
captivity to give them a fanSion hf a long and irkfome con- 
finement^ — for thefe reafons and many more that will readily 
occur, I could wi(h Congrels to reconfider the mattetj and 
io carry it into execution. 

I am fenfiblc the wrong was originally in their cmployittg 
Civages, and that whatever cruelties ^ere committed by theifi 
ihould be efteemed theit own acls : yet perhaps, in pdiht of 
policy, it may not be improper to overlook thefe infradtioas 
on their part, and to purfue that mode which will be the 
moft likely to render the hardfhips incident to war moft 
tolerable, and the greateft benefits to the ftate. 

I have ventured to fay thus much upon the fubjeA from a 
regard to the fervice, and becaufe fuch gentlemen of the 
army as I have heard mentiQn it feem to wilh the treaty ha4 
been ratified rather than difallowed. 

Inclofed is a lift of vacancies in the third regiment of Vir- 
ginia troops, in part occafioned by the death of major Leicch 
who died of his wounds on tuefday ihorning, — and of the 
gentlemen who ftand next in regimental order, and who are 
tecoinmended to fucceed to them. — You will obferve that 
(Captain John Fitzgerald is faid to be appointed to the duty 
of major. This I have done in order, being the oldeft 
captain in the regiment, and, I believe, an officer of uU* 
exceptionable merit, and as It was highly neceflary at this 
time to have the corps as well and fully officered as poffible; 
—There is alfo a vacancy in the firll continental batallioa 
by the promotion of lieutenant Clarke to a majority in the 
flying camp, to which colonel Hand has recommended Wil- 
liam Patten to fucceed, as you will perceive by his letter 
inclofed. 

I have taken the liberty to tranfmit a plan for eftablifh- 
ing a corps of engineers^ artificers, &c, fketched out by 
colpoel Putnam, and which is propofed for the confideratron 

of 
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of Congrefs. How far they may incline to adopt it, of 
whether they may chufc to proceed upon fuch an extenfive 
fcale> they will be pleafed to determine. Howeveri I con* 
eeivc it a matter well worthy of their confideration, being 
convinced from experience, and from the reafons fuggefted 
by colonel Putnam who has. a^Sied with great diligence and 
reputation in the bufinefs, that fome eftablifhment of th.C 
fort is highly neceflary, and will be produdlive of the mojt 
beneficial confequences. 

If the propofition is approved by Congrefs, I am informed 
by good authority that there is a gentleman in Virginia, in 
the colony ferviee, John Stadler, efquire, a native of Ger- 
many, whofe abilities in this ^yay are by no means inconfi- 
^erable. I am told he was an engineer in the army under 
general Stapwix, and is reputed to be of (kill and ingenuity 
iri the profeffion. In this capacity I do not know him my- 
felf, but ain intimately acquainted with him in his private 
charafter, as a man of underftanding an4 of good behavior. 
I would fubmit his merit to the inquiry of Congrefs ; and if 
he fliould anfwer the report I have had of him, I make np 
doubt but he will be fuitably provided for. 

The convention of this ftate have lately feized and bad 
appraifed two new {hips, valued at fix thoufand two hundred 
and twenty-nine pounds York currency, which they have fent 
down for the purpofe of finking, and obftruftlng the channel 
oppofite Mount-Wafbington. The price being high, and the 
opinions various as to the neceffity of the meafure, fom^ 
conceiving the obftruftion nearly fufficient already, . and 
others that they would render it fecure, I would wifli to have 
the direction of Congrefs upon the fubjcdl: by the earjieft 
opportunity, thinking myfelf, that, if the enemy fliould at- 
tempt to come up, they fhouldbe ufed, fooner than to hazard 
their paffing. — ^I muft be governed by circumftances, yet 
hope for their fentiments before any thing is necefiary to be 
done. 

Sundry difpiites bavjing arifen of late between officers of 

different 
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4iflferent regiments and of the fame rank, rtfpt&mg the 
right of fucceffion to fuch vacancies as happen from death 
or other caufeS) — fome fuggefting that it (hould be in ^ colo<» 
tiial line and governed by the priority of their commiffions>^- 
others^ that it (hould be regimentally,—- and there being aa 
inftance now before me, between the officers of the Vir- 
ginia regiments, occafioned by the death of major Leitch, — 
it has become abfolucely neceiTary that Congrefs (hould de- 
termine the mode by which promotions are to be regulated, 
•—whether colonially and by priority of commiffions, pr 
regimentally, referving a right out of the general rule they 
adopt, to reward for particular merit, or of with-holding 
from office fuch as may not be worthy to fucceed^ 

I have only propofed two modes for their confideration, 
being fatisfied that promotions through the line (as they are 
called) can never take place without producing difcord, jea- 
loufy, diftruft, and the mod fatal confequences. In fome of 
my letters upon the fubjeft of promotions, and one which 
Xhad the honor of addreffing to the board of war on the 
thirtieth ultimo, I advifed that the mode (hould be rather 
pradiifed than refolved on : but I am fully convinced now of 
the neceffity there is of fettling it in one of the two ways I 
have taken the liberty to point out, and under the reftric* 
tions I have mentioned ; or the difputes and applications will 
be endlefs, and attended with great inconveniences. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Head'^artersy Heights of Haer km ^ Oil, 7, 1776. 
I DO myfelf the honor of tranfmitting to you a copy 
of a letter from the comte D'Emery, governor-general of the 
French part of Saint-Domingo, which I received yefterday, 
and alfo my anfwer, which I have inclofed and left open for 
the con(ideration of Congrefs, wi(hing' that it may be fealod 
if they approve of the (ieur De Chambeau's releafement, 
which I think may be attended withmany. valuable cdnCc^ 

quenccs. 
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^quences* If Congtcfs concur in fentimeftt ^ith mc^, thfey 
thrill be pleafed to give direftion for his paflkge by the firft 
opportunity to the French iflands : if they do hot, I fhill bfe 
obliged by your returning my letter. 

I have alfo the pleafure of inclofing a copy diFd letter fVoHk 
monfieur P. Pennel, which came to hslhd laft iiightj and 
which contains intelligence of an agrieeable and ihtei:elttn|( 
nature, for which I beg leave to refer you to the c6pfk 
The polite mahner in which monfieut Pennel has requiefted 
to be one of my aides-de-camp demands my acknowledg- 
ments* As the appointment >^iU not be afctendied With any 
cxjpenfe, and ivili fhew a proper regard fot his complalfanct 
and the attachment he is pleafed to exprefs for the ferti'ce df 
the American ftates, I (hall take the liberty of complying 
with his requifition^ and tranfmit him a brevet commii&bh, 
provided the fame fliall be agreeable to Gongrcfs.-i-Theil: 
fentiments upon this fubjeft you will be kind enough to 
favor me with by the firft opportunity.— ^The ilicloTed letter 
for the fieur De Chambealu you will ple^fe to i6iifd,ti to hixk 
(if he is to be enlarged) after clofing iu 

Before I conclude^ 1 muft take the liberty to obilcrvc that I 
am under no finall difficulties oh acebuht of the French 
gentlemen that are here in confeqilfencii of the comtiiiffioiis 
they have received, — ^having no meari^ to eniploy thcni, or 
to afford them an dppbrtiinity of irendering that (crvict 
th^y themfelves wifli to give, or which perhaps is expected 
by the public. Their want of our language is an obje£tion 
to their being joined to any of the regiments here at this 
time, were there vacancifes, and not other abftacles. Thefe 
confiderations induce me to wifh that Congrefs would adopt 
and point ojut fome particular mode to be obferved refpefiing 
them. What it fhould be, they will be beft able to detei - 
|4iine. But to me it appears that their being here now can 
be attended with no valuable confequences, and that, as the 
power of appointing officers for the ne^ army is vefted in 
the conventions, &c, of the feveral ftates, it will be heceflary 

for 
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for Congrefs to dlreflr them to be provided for In. the regi- 
ments to be rdifed} according to the ranks they would wifti 
them to bear — (or I am convinced thef will never be taken 
in, let their merit be what it may) ;— or to form them into a 
diftinfi: corps which may be increafed in time. They feem 
to be genteel, fenfible men ; and I have no doubt of their 
making good officers as foon as they can learn as much of our 
language as to make themfelves well underftood : but, unlefs 
Congrefs interfere by thetr particular direftion to the ftates, 
they will never be incorporated in any of the regiments to be 
raifed : and, without they are, they will be entirely at a lofs, 
and in the moft irkfome fituation, for fomething to do, as 
they now are. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Head'^arterSfHaerlem HeightSyO^.Sj ij^6. 

SINCE I had the honor of writing you yefterday," I 
have been favored with a letter from the honorable council 
of 'MafTachufetts-Bay, covering one from Richard Derby, 
efquire, a copy of which is herewith tranfmitted, as it con* 
tains intelligence of an important and interefting nature. 

As an exchange of prifoners is about to take place, I am 
induced, from a queftion ftated in a letter I received from 
governor Ti\imbu11 this morning, to afk the opinion *of 
Congrefs, in what manner the ftates chat have had the care 
of them are to be reimburfed the expenfes incurred on tlieir 
account. My want of information in this inftance, or 
whether any account is to be fent in wiih ' the prifoners, 
would not allow me to give him an anfwer, as nothing that 
I recolleft has ever been faid upon the fubjeft. — He alfo 
mentions another matter, viz. whether fuch privates as ard 
mechanics, and others who may defire to remain with us, 
fliould be obliged to return. — In refpeft to the latter, I 
conceive there can be no doubt of our being un^er a nccefficy 
of returning the whole, a propofition having been made on 
our part for a general exchange, and that agreed to : be-» 

Vol. I. U fides, 
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Tides, the balance of priforiers is greatly againft us ; and I 
am informed it was particularly ilipukted by general Mont- 
gomery, that all thafe that were taken in Canada (hould be 
exchanged whenever a cartel was fettled for the p^rpofc. 

Under thcfe circumftances, I fliould fuppofe the fereral 
cotltmittees having the care of them (hould be inftrufled to 
make the mod exafl: returns of the whole, however willing 
a part (hould be to continue with us. At the fame time I 
fhould think it not improper to inform them of the reafons lead- 
ing to the meafiire, and that they (hould be invited to efcape 
afterwards, which, in all probability, they may cfFeft with- 
out much difficulty if they are attached to us, extending their 
influence to many more, and bringing them away alfo. 

The fituation of our affairs and the prefent e{labli(hment 
of the army requiring our mod vigorous exertions to engage 
a new one, I prefume it will be neceflary to furnifh the p ay- 
tnafter -general as early as poffible with money to pay the 
bounty, lately refolvedoci, to fuch men as will enlift. Prompt 
pay perhaps may have a happy effefl:, and induce the con- 
tinuance of fome who are here : but, without it, I am cer- 
tain that nothing can be done ; nor have we tinae to lofe in 
making the experiment. But then it may be aiked, who is 
to recruit ? or who can confider themfelves as officers for 
that purpofe, till the conventions of the different (tates haivc 
made the appointments? . ^ 

Yefterday afternoon the exchange between lord S^irfing 
and governor Browne was carried into execution ; and his 
Jord(hip is now here. He confirms the intelligence men- 
tioned by captain Souther, about the tranfports he ineiy by 
the arrival of the Daphne man-of-war (a twefity-gun fliip) a 
few days ago, with twelve fliips under her convoy, haying 
light-horfc on board. They failed with about twenty in 
each, jand loft about eighty in their pafTage, befides thofe in 
theveflfel taken by cfaptain Souther. — He further adds that he 
had heard it acknowledged more than once, that, in the a£iion 
of the fix.teenth ultimo, the enemy had a hundred men killed, 
2 -—about 
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^about fixty Highlanders of the forty-fecond regiment, and 
forty of the light infantry. This confeffion coming froni 
themfelves, we may reafonably conclude, did not exaggerate 
the number. * ♦ ^ 

O£lobtr g,—— -About eight o^clock this morning, two 
(hips, of . forty'-four guns each (fuppofed to be the Roebuck 
and Phoenix), and a frigate of twenty guns, with three or 
four tdnders, got under way from about Bloomingdale where 
they had been lying fome time, and ftood with an eafy 
foutherly breeze towards our chevaux-de-frifc, which we 
hoped would have intercepted their paffage while our bat* 
teries played upon them : but, to our furprife and mortifica'* 
tion, they ran through without the leail difficulty, and with-^ 
out receiving any apparent damage from our forts, though 
they kept up a heavy fire from both fides of the riven Their 
deftination or views cannot be known with certainty : but 
moft probably they are fent to (lop the navigation, and cut 
off the fuppiies of .boards, &c, which we fhould have re* 
ccived, and of which we are in great need. They are {land- 
ing up, and I have difpatched an exprefs to the convention 
of this ftate, that notice may be immediately communicated 
to general Clinton at the Highland fortifications, to put him 
on his guard in cafe they (hou!d have any defigns againft 
them, and that precautions may be taken to prevent the 
craft belonging to the river falling into their hands. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Head' garter s^ Ha er km Heights, Oil. II, 1776. 

I BEG leave to inform you, that, fince my letter of 
the eighth and ninth inftant which I had the honor of ad» 
dreffing you, nothing of importance has occurred, except 
that the (hips of war which I then mentioned, in their 
pafTage up the river, took a (loop that was at anchor off the 
mouth of Spitendevil, and two of our row-gallies which 
they out-failed* The crews, finding that they could^not pre« 

U 2 vent 
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vent them falling into the enemy's han<Js, ran them near the 
(hore, and efFefted their own efcape. From the intelligence 
I have received, the fhips are now lying at Tarry town, with- 
out having landed any men (which feemed to be apprehended 
by fome), or attempted any thing elfe. Their principal views, 
in all probability, are, to interrupt our navigation, and to re- 
ceive fnch difafFefted perfons as incline to take part againft 
us. The forrfier they will -efFecS: beyond all queftion; and 
1 fear that their expefta'tions refpefting the latter'^will be but 
too fully anfwered. - 

OHober 12.— — The inclofcd copy of a letter received laft 
night from the convention 'of this Hate will {hew you the 
apprehenfions they are under on account of the difafFccled 
among them, — ^I have ordered up a parf of the. militia from 
the Maflachufetts under generar Lincoln, to prevent, if 
poflible, the confequences which they fuggeft may happen, 
and which there is reafon to believe the confpirators have in 
contemplation. I am perfuaded that they- are upon the eve 
of breaking out, and that they will leave nothing un-effayed 
that will diftrefs us and favor the defigns of tlie enemy, as 
foon as their fchemes are ripe' for it. 

Offobcr 13. Yefterday the enemy landed at Frog's- 

Point, about nine miles from hence, further up the Sound. 
Their number we cannot afcertain, as they have not ad- 
vanced from the point, — which is a kind of ifland, — but the 
water that furrounds it is fordable at low tide. I have or- 
. dered works to be thrown up at the paiTes from the point to 
the main. From the great number of floops, fchooners, and 
nineihips, that went up the Sound in the evening, full of 
men, and from the information of two deferters who came 
over laft night, I have reafon to believe that the greateft part 
of their army has moved upwards or is about to do it, pur- 
fuing their original plan of getting in our rear, and cutting 
off our communication with the country. 

The grounds from FrogVPoint are ftrong and defenfible, 
being full of ftone fences, both along the road and acroft 
: . • the 
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..the adjacent fields, which will render it difficult for artillery, 
or indeed a large body of foot, to advance in any regular 
order, except through the main road. — Our men who are 
ported on the pafles-feemed to be in great fpirits when X left 
tliem laft night. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



.Sir, Head-^arterSyHaerlemHeighisyOn. 14, 1 776. 

HIS excellency -having gone this mprning to vifit our 

pofts beyond Kingfbridge and the feveral, pafles leading from 

. Frog's-Point and the necks adjacent, I have the honor to in- 

. form you by his command, that no interefting event has 

. taken place fince his letter by yefterday's pQft» 

Every day's intelligence from the convention of this ftate 
holds forth difcoveries of new plots and of new confpiracies. 
Some of the members feem to apprehend that infurreftions 
• are upon the eve of breaking out, and have fuggefted the 
necefTity of feizing and fecuring the pafles through the 
Highlands, left the diflaffefted fhould do it. Their prefer- 
vation being a matter of the greateft importance, his excel- 
lency, notwithftanding the fituation we are in with refpedt 
to troops, has detached cplonel Tafli with his regiment, 
lately from New-Hampfhire, in addition to tlie militia men- 
tioned in his laft, with direftions to receive orders from the 
convention, as to the ftation and pofts he is to occupy. 

There are now in our polleffion feveral perfons, inhabitants 
of this ftate, who had engaged to join the enemy, and were 
intercepted in going to them. There are alfo two who con- 
fefs they have been with them, and that they had aftually 
engaged in their fervice; but, finding the terms (the bounty, 
pay, &c,) not fo advantageous as they expefted from the in- 
formation they had received, they were induced to return. — - 
. As the affairs of tliis government are in a precarious fituation, 
and fuch as, the convention themfelves feem to think-, forbi.l 
their interpofition farther than taking meafures to apprchcn<i 
them, his excellency would wiQi to qhtain the fentimcnts of 
U 3 ■ • Coiigrcfs, 
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Congrefs, and their direftion upon a fubjeft fo extremely 
critical and delicate, and which, in the confideratioh of it, 
involves many important confequences- 

Your favor of the nirith, with its feveral inclofurcs, his 
excellency received yefterday morning by the cxprefs, who 
proceeded immediately on his journey. 

Oeioher 17. — —I am diredled by his excellency to ac- 
quaint you that we are again obliged to change our difpofi- 
tion, to counteraft the operations of the enemy. Declining 
an attack upon our front, they have dtawn the main body 
of their army to Frog*s-Point, with a defign of hemming us 
in, and drawing a line in our rear. To prevent the conft- 
quences which would but too probably follow the execution 
of their fcheme, the general officers determined yefterday 
that our forces muft be taken from hence', and extended 
towards Eajl and Weft Chefter, fo as to out-flank them. 
General Lee, who arrived on monday, has ftrongly urged 
the abfolute neceffity of the meafure. It is propofed to leave 
a garrifon at Fort-Wafliington, and to maintain it if poffible, 
in order to preferve the communication with the Jerfeys.— • 
They are landing their artillery and waggons upon the 
point ; and there are now feveral boats pafling up the Sound, 
full of men. 

I have the honor to be, &c. R. H. Harrison. 

P, S. The poft having not come in fince funday, till to* 
day, has been the occafion of not writing to you fince that 
time. He was expelled as ufual; which prevented an cx- 
prefs being fent. 



Sir, Haerlem Heights^ Ohober 18, 1776. 

I WAS yefterday morning honored with your favor 
of the fifteenth, with the refolutions of the eleventh and four- 
teenth. The latter, by which Congrefs have authorifed mc 
to appoint monfieur Fennel a brevet aide-de-camp, claims a 
return of my acknowledgmentst 

Laft 
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Laft night I received a letter from Mr. Varick, fecretary 
to general Schuyler, incioiing a copy cf one from general 
Arnold to general Gates. The intelligence tranfmitted by 
general Arnold being of an extremely interefting and im- 
portant nature, I thought it advifable to forwaid the fame 
immediately by exprefs* Tou have a copy herewith, which 
contains the particulars, and to which I beg leave to refer 
you. 

. . The accounts tranfmitted yefterday by poft will inform 
you of the movements of the enemy, and of the meafures 
judged neccffary to be purfued by us, to counteract their 
defign«, I have nothing to add on this head, except that ten 
or eleven (hips, which have been prevented pafling Hell-gate 
for two or three days for want of wind, are now under way, 
and proceeding- up the Sound. Amongft them there appear 
toi)e two frigates : the reft probably have in ftores, &c. 

Inclofed is a copy of the laft general return I have been 
able to obtain. It only comes down to the fifth inftant : the 
lituation of our afiairs, and the almoft conftant neceifity of 
fending detachments from one place to another to watch the 
enemy's motions, have prevented the officers from making 
them with regularity. 

I have the honor to be, &<c. G. W. 



Kin^Jbridge^ OSf ober 20y 1776, half after one o'clock^ P. M. 
Sir, 

I HAVE it in command from his excellency to tranC- 
mit you the inclofed copies of difpatches which juft now 
came to hand, and which contain intelligence of the moft 
interefting and important nature refpefting our affairs in the 
northern department. His excellency would have wrote him- 
fclf, but was going to our ieveral pofts, when the exprefs 
arrived. 

The enemy are purfuing with great induftry their plan of 
penetrating the country from the Sound, and of forming a 

U 4 line 
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line in our rear. They are now extended from Frog's -Point 
to New-Rochelley from whence it is genetally conjeftured 
they mean to take their route hy way of ilie White-Plains, 
and from thence to draw a line to. the North-river. We on 
our part have drawn our whole force^ except the regiments 
intended to garrifon Fort-Wafliington, from the ifland of 
New- York, and have poffeffed ourfelves of the heights, 
pafles, and advantageous grounds, between New-Rochcllc 
where the van of their army novr lies, and the North-river. 
-^Theiy will in all probability attempt to effect their purpofe 
by moving higher up. If they, do, our forces will move ac- 
cordingly^ it being a principal objc£li to prevent their put- 
flanking us, 

' On f ridayyonc of their advanced parties, near Eaft Chefter, 
fell in with part of colonel Glover's. brigade^ and a fmart and 
clofe fkirmifh enfucd, in which, I have the pleafurc to. in- 
form you, our men behaved with great coolnefs and intre- 
pidity, and drove the enemy back to their itiaiu body. 
:.;I have the honor to be, &c. ... R..H. Hahrison. 



Sir, Head- Quarter Sy Valentme^s Hilly On. 21, 1776. 

• HIS excellency being abfent on a vifit to the feveral 

pofts on the left of our lines and at the White-Plains, I have 

the honor to inform you, by the favor of colonel Whipple, 

that, fince my letter of yefterday, no event of importance 

has occjurred. 
4 have th^honor to be, &c. R. H. Harrison. 



To the Board of TVar, 

Gentlemen, Camp on Valentine' 5 Hilly 0£i. 22, 1776. 

I AM direded hy his excellency whole bufinefs has 

called him from hence, to acknowledge his receipt of you» 

favors of the twelfth and fifteenth inftant, and to inform you 

}n anfwer to the fitft, th^t he will mention the c.afe of thq 

French 
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French gentlemen to general Lee, and obtain hi5 opinion 
as to the beft mode of providing for them in a ufeful way, 
The horfes belonging to the light dragoons who were taken^ 
he thinks, will be very ferviceablej and he wiJl write, to 
general Ward or one of the agents to purchafe them. 

In refpe£i to your requifition for an immediate return o^ 
ordnance llores, his excellency fays it cannot poflibly be 
complied with in the prefent unfettled ftate of the army. 
In order to eScSt the good purpofes you have in view, he 
would take the liberty to recommend the eftabliflnng of 
magazines of ammunition, and other ordnance ftores in pro- 
per places of fecurity, from whence fupplies could be oc- 
cafionally drawn- As large quantities are conftantly in de- 
mand in time of war, he does not conceive your provifion in 
thefe inftances can be too great. 

He will dire£l the regimental returns in. future to include 
arms and accoutrements, and the commiflary-general to 
tranfmit monthly lifts of rations. He thinks the regulation 
extremely proper, though he apprehends the information to 
be premature refpefting the over-quantity fuggefted to have 
been drawn, having heard no fufpicion of the fort in this 
army of late. 

I have the honor to be, &c. R. H. Harrison. 



Sir, Head'^artersy PFhiic-Plainsj 0^7. 25, 1776. 

THE whole of our army is now here and on the 
neighboring heights, except the troops left at Mount-Wafh- 
ington and Kingfbridge (about fourteen hundred at the for- 
mer, and fix hundred at the latter), and general Lee's divi- 
fion which now forms the rear, and which is on their march. 
Our removal, and that of the ftores, have been attended 
with a great deal of trouble, owing to the fcarcity and diffi- 
culty of procuring waggons. However, they arc nearly 
effeded, and without any lofs. — The general officers are 

now. 
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now reconnoitring the feveralpafles leading from the enemy, 
that the moft important may be immediately fecured. — 
The fituation of their army remains nearly the fame as when 
I had the honor of addreffing you on the twenty-firft inftant. 
It differs in nothing unlefs it is that their main body is more 
colle£led about New-Rochelle. A few of their troops are 
extended as far as Momarioneck. 

On monday night a detachment of our men, under the 
command of colonel Hazlet, was fent out to furprife and 
cut off major Rogers, if polEble, with his regiment which 
wks polled there. By fomc accident or other the expedition 
did not fucceed fo well as I could have wiflied. However our 
advanced party, led on by major Greene of the firil Virginia 
regiment, fell in with their out-guard, and brought off 
tbirty«fix prifoners, fixty mufkets, ^nd fome blankets. The 
number killed is not certainly known : but it is reported by 
an oflBcer who was there, that he counted about twenty-five. 
— Our lofs, two killed, and ten or tv^elve wounded } among 
the latter, major Greene, whofe recovery is very doubtful. 

On wednefday there was alfo a fmart fkirmifli between a 
|>arty of colonel Hand's riflemen,— about two hundred and 
fofty,— and nearly the fame number of Heffian chaffeurs, 
in which the latter were put to the rout* Our men buried 
ten of them on the field, and took. two prifoners, one badly 
wounded. We fuflained no other lofs than having one lad 
wounded, fuppofed mortally. 

The {hips of war that are in the North*river fell down, 
yefterday morning or the evening before, to Dobbs's ferry, 
to prevent our bringing (lores from below by water, and the 
removal of thofe that are landed there. As foon as the 
waggons, employed in bringing the baggage and (lores of 
general Lee's diviHon, are difengaged, they will be imme- 
diately fent to aflid thofe already there to remove them. 

On faturday night we had the misfortune to lofe one of 
the new (hips intended to be funk for obdruding the chan** 
ii^» She parted her cables in a fevere fquall, when properly 

ballafted, 
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ballafted, and -tilgcd as foon as Ihc ftruck the fl:ore. The 
other fliip was funk well; and yeftcrday morning two brig% 
both ready, were fent down for the fame purpofe* 

About two o'clock this afternoon, intelligence was brought 
to head quarters that three or four detachments of the ene- 
my were on rheir march, and had advanced within about 
four miles of this place. It has been fully confirmed fince 
by a variety of perfons who have been out to reconnoitre.— 
Their number cannot be afcertained: but it is generally 
conjtfdured that the detachments are or will be fucceeded 
by as many columns compofing their main body. --Our drams 
have beat to arms, and the men are ordered to their feveral 
pofts. — Mod probably foms important event is upon the eve 
of taking place : I hope it will be vidory in favor of our arms* 
'—-General Lee, with his divifion, has not got up ; but I hear 
he is on his march. , % 

Experiment having proved it difficult, if not impoffibte, 
to prevent the enemy from poflcffing the navigation of the 
North*river, and rendering the communication and inter* 
courfe between the ftates divided by it extremely hazardous 
and precarious by means of their ihips of war, it has be- 
come a matter of important confideration how to remedy* 
the evil) and to guard againft the confequences which tavf 
refult from it. I am charged by his excellency to mentioa 
it to Congrefs as a matter that has employed much of his 
thought, and that feen^s worthy of their moft fcrious atten- 
tion. He has communicated it to feveral of the general and 
other officers, and to many gentlemen of fenfc and difcem- 
ment, vrfio all agree with him, not only upon the propriety 
but the abfolute neccffity that two diftinft armies (hould be 
formed,— one to aft particularly in the ftates which lie on tho 
call, the other in thofe that are on the fouth of the river ;-— 
the whole however to be raifed on a general plan, and not 
• to be confined to any particular place by the terms of enlifl«» 
ment. Thefe matters, — the apparent difficulty and perhaps 
impraftxcability of fuccours being^ thrown acrpfo the river 

whila 
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wliile the enemy can cojnmand it, — have induced his excel- 
lency to fubmit the meafurc to their confide'ration, not know- 
ing how their operations may be dire£led> and forefeeing 
tJiat innumerable evils may arife if a refpeftable force is n©t 
appointed to oppofe their arms wherefoey^r they are car- 
rxedi — I have the honor to be, in great hafte, &c. 

R H. Harrison. 



Sir, fVhiU'Plains^ O^ober 29, 1776. 

THE fituation of our aifiiirs not permitting his ex- 
cellency to write him felf, I have it in charge to inform you, 
that, on yefterday morning about ten o'clock, the enemy ap- 
peared in feveral large columns in our front, and, from their 

,firft' movements, feemed as if they meant an attack ther^.' 

-However, halting for a little, time, their main body filed oflF 
to our left, and prefently began a moft fevere and inceflant 

, cannonade at a part of our troops who had taken poll on a 

-hill, with a view of throwing up fome lines. At the fame 
time they advanced in two divlfions, and, after a fmart en- 

.gagement for about a quarter of an hour, obliged our men 

-to give way. 

Our lofs is not certainly known j but, from conjecSlure, is 
between four and five hundred in killed, wounded, and miii- 
ing. — What theirs was, we have not heard. ^ 

, After gaining the hill (upon which they are intrenching), 
and leaving a fufficient number of men and artillery to pre- 

^vcnt our repoflcffing it, they proceeded to advance by our 
left ; and, as far as I tan difcover, their pofts or encamp- 
ments now form nearly a femicircle. It is evident their de- 

, Cgn is to get in our rear according to their original plan.— 
Every meafure is taking to pirevent them : but the removal 
of our baggage, &c, is attended with infinite difiiculty and 
delays. 

Our poft, from its fituation, is not fo advantageous as 
could be wiflied, and was only intended as temporary and 
occafional, till the (lores belonging to the army, which had 

been 
9 
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been depofited here, could be removed. The etlemy com- 
ing on fo fuddenly has drft'reflcd us much. They arc notr 
clofe at hand, and mod probably will in a little time com- 
mence their fecond attack-^ wc expeft it every hour :— per- 
haps it is beginning : I have juft heard the report of fomc 
cannon. — I have the honor to be, &c. R. H, Harrison, 



Sir, fVljite- Plains y Onoher 31, 1776. 

SINCE I had the honor of addrefTmg you on the 
twenty- ninth inftant, no event of importance has occurred- 
The enemy are throwing up fome lines and redoubts in out 
front, with a view of cannonading as foon as they are ready ; 
and at- the fame time are extending their wings fartlier by our 
jrig^ and left. It is fuppofed that one of their objcfts is to 
advance a part of their troops, and feize on the bridge over 
Croton river, that the communication may be cut oiF with 
the upper country. To prevent this, a part of our force is 
detached, with orders to proceed with the utmoft expedition, 
and to fecurc the pafs if poffible. 

We are trying to remove, to guard againfl their defigns, 
but are greatly impeded by reafon of the fcarcity of waggons 
in proportion to our baggage and (lores." Every exertion 
h^s been employed to obtain a fufficiencyj but they can- 
not be had in this part of the country. The quarter-mafter 
has fent to Conne6licut to get a fupply if poffible. 

Our army is decreafing fail. Several gentlemen, who 
have come to camp within a few days, have obferved large 
numbers of militia returning home on the different roads : 
nor are any meafures taken as yet to raife the ne^y army, 
no commiffions having come from the ftates to appoint or 
fignify the nomination of their officers. If this was done, 
perhaps many who are now here might be induced to en- 
gage : but at prefcnt there are none authorifed to recruit. 

His excellency would have wrote himfelf by tlie perfon 
who carries this (to the care of general Greene") ; but his ar- 
''' ■ ' teiuion 
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tentioD IS totally engaged in ordering the aflFairs of the army> 
and the beft mode for its removal. , 

1 have the honor to be, &c. , R. H. Harrisoh. 



Sir, fVhiU'Plainsy November i> r^^(y^' 

I AM dtreSed by his excellency to acknowledge his 
receipt of your favor of the twenty-eighth ultimo which came 
to hand yefterday evening, and to tranfmit you a copy of the 
letter I had the honor of writing you by the Bofton exprefs 
by* his command. Had the exprefs been charged with no 
other letter, the lofs would not have been attended with any 
material injury to us, or advantage to the enemy, provided it 
Ihould come to their hands : but there w^re others from his 
cxcelkncy, of a very interefting nature, the mifcarrxa^'^of 
which gives him much concern. As the bundle was taken 
away in fo fudden and fecret a manner, I fear there is but 
little hope of recovering it, — being done moll probably for 
the exprefs purpofe of furnifhing the enemy with intelligence, 
and a ftate of our army. Befides his excellency's letters, the 
xnoft material of which was to Mr. Rutledge, there were five 
or fix more from the gentlemen of his family. 

My letters of the twenty- ninth and of yefterday, which I 
had the honor of addrefling you, will give a pretty full ac- 
count of our fituation, and of every matter refpedling this 
army antecedent to this date. I only omitted to mention 
that.we have taken thirteen of the Waldcckers, and that, for 
feveral days pad, our fcouting parties have brought in one^ 
twp, or three prifoners. In addition to (heie, we have every 
day a dcferter or two. 

About fix o'clock this morning, a mefienger arrived from 
lord Stirling (who is with his brigade between two and three 
tniles frojB White-Plains, on our right, and rather nearer 
the North-river) with intelligence that the enemy were ad- 
vancing towards him in two columns. This information 
has carried his excellency and aides out. The refult of their 

movement 
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movement I have not heard : but moft likely they are pur- 
fuing their original delign of getting by our flanks and feiz* 
ing the heights above us. Kvery precaution is taking to 
prevent them, and to hurry away our ftorcs to a more intc- 
lior part of the country. 

I have the lionor to be, &c. R. H. HarRisok. 

P. S. His excellency has juft returned, and fays the alarm 
was premature. It arofe from fome of lord Stirling's advanced 
guards feeing a body of our men who had been ordered to rein* 
force him, who were fuppofed to be the enemy. His excellen- 
cy is verys^appreheniive that the army will be greatly diftrefled 
for want of proviOon, particularly in the article of Qonx^ 
owing to the water- conveyance, both in the North and Eaft 
river, being in the enemy's pofleffion. He has wrote to die 
coiiventioQ of this ilate, and direded Mr. Trumbull, that 
their utmoft exertions in this inftance may be ufed. There 
is a good deal of flour on the Jerfey Tide : but there is 110 
other way to get it, but by carting and ferrying it oyer ta 
Feeldkill. This I have wrote to general Greene to have 
done, by his excellency's direftion. 



Sir, WbitC'Plains^ November 3, 1776. 

BY command of his excellency, I have the honor to 
inform you that our fituation is nearly the fame as when I 
had the pleafure of writing you laft. It is altered in no in- 
ftance, unlefs in the number of our troop's, which is every 
day decreafing by their moft fcandalous defcrtion and re- 
turn home. The inclofed letter from general Parfons, who 
is ftationed near the Saw- pits, and which his excellency di- 
refted me to'tranfmit, will inform you of the prcvalency of 
this difgradeful pra<^ice. 
I have the honbr to be, &c. R. H. Harrison; 
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7i the Board of War. ': 

Gentlemen, IVhlte-Plainsy November j^y '776. 

BY command of his excellency, I have the honor to 
acknowlecJge his receipt of your favor of the twenty-fourth ul- 
timo, and to inforrfi you that he efteems the plan you pro- 
pofe to lay before Congrefs, for preventing more rations be- 
ing drawn than may be due, well calculated to anfwcr the 
end. That refpeftuig the fick feems to him not entirely 
perfeft.. The captains or commanders of companies arc 
prohibited from drawing pay for fuch fick as may be dit- 
charged from the hofpitals as unfit for fervice. If, duiring 
their flay, and before it can be known whether their cafe 
will or will not admit of their return, it (hould become pe— 
ceflary to make up a regimental pay-abftraft, in what man- 
ner arc the officers to make up their rolls ? are they to in- 
clude the fick, or not ? 

As this is a cafe which may and muft of neceflity fre- 
quently happen, it appears to his excellency that the intend- 
ed regulations ihould be more general, and reftrain the of- 
ficers from including in their pay-abllrafts or rolls all the 
fick tl:iey fend to the hofpitals, and the pay due *em. previ- 
ous to their going. In fuch cafe, thofe who are difcharged 
as unfit for fervLce may receive their pay as intended ; 
and thofe who return to duty can obtain what was due to 
them when the regiment was paid, by applying to the pay- 
inafter with the officer and furgcon's certificates, or be in- 
cluded in a fubfequent abftraft. The inconveniences and 
abuTes which are defigned to be remedied by thefe regula- 
tions, hrs excellency does not apprehend to arife fo much 
froni neceflity (as incident to the nature of armies), as from 
the imperfcft inftitution of the prefent, and the great mix- 
ture aikl diverfity of troops compofing it, and alfo from the 
inattention of the officers. * * * 

The defencelefs ftate of Pennfylvania, as communicated 

by 



OFFICIAL LETTERS. 305 

by the committee of fafety to your honorable body, Is a mat- 
ter of much concern to his excellency, which is not a little 
aggravated by the part too many feem ready to take in fa- 
Tor of the enemy. He trufts, however, the defection will be 
too inconCderable to threaten any alarming confequences. 

Before the receipt of your letter, his excellency had wrote 
to the commanding officer of the Virginia regimenfs at Tren* 
ton, direfting him to march them forward towards general 
Greene's poft, and there remain under his command till fur- 
ther orders, unlefs fpecial inftruflions had been or fhould be 
given to the contrary by Congrefs, or for their particular 
dellination. 

Agreeable to your requeft, his excellency has confulted 
with general Lee upon the beft mode for employing the 
French gentlemen, and making them ferviceable. The rc- 
fult is that they fhould be appointed to regiments by Con- 
grefs according to the ranks they have been pleafed to give 
them, and with the fame pay as is allowed other officers in 
fuch cafes. Their want of our language is rather an objec- 
tion: but it is hoped they will attain a fufficient know- 
ledge of it, ere it be long, to be of great fervice ; and that, 
in the interim, their advice and affiftance in dire£ting of 
works may be of ufe where they may be ftationed. 

With great refpeft, I have the honor to be, &c. 

R. H. Harrison* 



Sir, fVhite'Plainsy November 6, 1776. 

I HAVE the honor to inform you that on ycfterday 
morning the enemy made a fudden and unexpefted move- 
ment from the feveral pofts they had taken in our front. 
They broke up their whole encampments the preceding 
night, and have advimced towards Kingfbridge and the 
North-river. The defign of this manccuvre is a matter of 
much conje£lure and fpeculation, and cannot be accounted 
for with any degree of certainty. The grounds we had taken; 
Vol, I. X pofTeffion 
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poiTeflion of were ftrong and advantageous, and fuch as they 
could not have gained without much lofs of blood in cafe an 
attempt had been made. I had taken every poflible precau- 
tion to prevent their outflanking us •j'— which may have led 
to the prcfent meafure. They may ftill have in view their 
original plan, and, by a fudden wheel, try to accomplifli itr 
Detachments are conftantly out to obferve their motions, and 
to harrafs them as much as poffible. ' 

In Gonfequence of this movement I called a council ofge- 
neral officers to-day, to confult of fuch meafures as fliould 
be adopted in cafe they purfued their retreat to Ncw-Yofk ; 
the refuk of which is herewith tranfmitted. In refpeft to 
myfelf, I cannot indulge an idea that general Ho^e, fup- 
pofiiig he is going to New- York, means to clofe the cam- 
paign, and to fit down without attempting fomething more* 
1 think it highly probable, and almoft certain, that he will/ 
make a defcent with a part of his troops into Jerfey : and, 
as foon as I am fatisned that the prefent manoeuvre is real 
and not a feint, I fhall ufe every means in my power to for- 
ward a part of our force to counteraS his defigns : nor fhall 
I be difappointed if he fends a detachment to the fouthward 
for the purpofe of making a winter campaign. 

From the information I have received, there is now a 
number of tranfports at Red-Hook, with about three thou- 
fand troops en board. Their deftination, as given out, is to 
Rhode-Ifland : but this feems altogether improbable for va- 
rious reafons ; among others, the feafon is much againft \U 
In the fouthern ftates they will find it milder, and much 
more favorable for their purpofes. I Ihall take the liberty 
of mentioning that it may not be improper to fuggeft the 
probability of fuch a meafure to the aflemblies and conven- 
tions in thofe ftates, that they may be on their guard, — and 
the propriety of their eftablilhing and laying up magazines of 
provifions. and other necefTaries in fuitable places. Thia is a 
matter of ezdeeding importance^ and what cannot be too 
much attended to. . 

From 



OFFICIAL Letters. 50^ 

l^rom the approaching diflblution of the army, and the de- 
parture of the new levies which ik on the eve of taking places 
and the little profpefl: of levying a new One in time, I have 
wrote to the Caftern dates by the imanimous advice of the 
general officers, to forward fuppHes of militia in the room cff 
thofe that are now here^ and who, it is feared, will not be. 
prevailed on to flay any longef than the time they are en-^ 
gaged for. The propriety of this application, I truft, will 
appear, when it is known that not a fingle oiHcer is yet com- 
mifSoned to recruit, and when it is confidered how effcntial 
it is to keep up fome fliew^ of force and (hadow of an army. 

I expiedi: the enemy will bend their force againft Fort-5 
Wafhington, and inveft it iminediately. From foriie advices,- 
it is an objedl that will attraft their earlieft attention. 

I am happy to inform you, that, in the engagement oil 
monday fe'nnight, I have reafon to believe our iofs was by 
no means fo confiderable as was conjectured at firft. By 
fome deferters and prifoners we are told, that of the enemy 
was tolerably great : fome accounts make it about four hun- 
dred in killed and wounded : all agree that among the former . 
there was a colonel Garr of the thirty-fifth regiment; 

The force that will be fent to Jerfey after I am fatisfied of 
Mr. Howe's retreat, in addition to thofe now thercj accord- 
ing to my prefent opinion, will make it neceflary for me to 
go with them, to put things in a proper channel, and fuch a 
way of defence as fliall feem moft probable to check the pro-i 
grefs of the cnemy^ in cafe they fhould attempt a defcent 
there, or a move toward Philadelphia. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. Ww 



Td the Board of j^an 

Gentlemen^ PThlte-Plains, November 8, 1776^ 

I HAVE been favored with yours of the thirty-firft 

ultimo, by monfieur Laytaniac, and mttit take the liberty of 

X 2 referring 
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referring you to my former letters upon the fubjeft of pro- 
viding for the French gentlemen who (hall incline to enter 
the fervice of the dates. To me it appears that onfe of two 
modes muil be adopted : they mud either be appointed to. 
places in fome of the regiments, or formed into a diftindt 
corps* ■ The former was advifed as the mod eligible in re- 
fpe£l to the gentlemen who were here before. It requires 
time to form an accurate opinion of the merits of an oiBcer ; 
and the prefent fituation of the army will not allow me to 
pay a particular attention to monfieur Laytaniac, or fuch no- 
tice as he may wifli to receive, or I to give : nor is there any 
way of making his day here agreeable. 

I have the honor to be, &c. C* W# 



Sift, Mnohe-Plainsy November 9, 1776. 

1 HAVE the honpr to tranfmit you a copy of a letter 
from general Gates to .general Schuyler, and of another 
paper containing intelligence rcfpefling the northern army 
and the fituation of the enemy in that department. They 
this minute came to hand ) and to them I beg leave to refer 
you for particulars. 

By every information I can obtaini and the accounts I had 
lad night by two deferters wlio were very intelligent and 
particular^ general Howe dill has in view an expedition to 
•the Jerfeys, and is preparing for it with the greated indudry, 
I have detached the' lird divifion of our troops which was 
tliought neceflary to be fent, and which I hope will crpfs 
;he river at Peekikill to-day. . The fecond, I expeft, will 
all march this evening; and to-morrow morning I piopofc 
to follow myfelf, in order to put things in the bed train I 
can, and to give him every poffible oppofition.— I hope 
(when the two divifions arrive, and are joined to fach other 
force as I expcd to colleft) to check his progrefs and pre- 
vent him from penetrating any didance from the river, if 

not 



OFFTCIAL LETTERS.. 309 

not to oblige him to return immediately with fome lofs. 
Whatever is in my power to efFeft, fhall be done. 

I have the honor to be, &c» G. W. 



Sir, Peehjkllly November 1 1, 1776. 

I HAVE only time to acknowledge the honor of your 
letter of the fifth inftant, and its feveral inclofures, and to 
inform you, that, agreeable to the refolves of Congrefs, I 
(hall ufe every meafure in my power that the moving and 
prefent confufed ftate of the army will admit of, to appoint 
officers for recruiting. 

You will have been advifed, before this, of the arrival of 
commiffioners from the Maflachufetts. Others have come 
frpm Conpefticut : but, from the prefent appearance of 
things, we feem but little if any nearer to levying an army. 
1 had anticipated the refolve refpefting the militia, by writ- 
ing to the eaftern dates and to the Jerfey, by the advice of 
my general officers, and from a cOnfcioufnefs of the necef- 
fity of getting in a number of men if poffible, to keep up the 
appearance of an army. How my applications will fucceed, 
the event muft determine. I have little or no reafon to ex- ^ 
peft that the militia now here will remain a day longer than 
the ripie they firft engaged for. I have recommended their 
ftay, and requefted it in general orders. General Lincoln 
and the Maflachufetts commiflioners are ufing their intereft 
with thofe from that ftate: but, as far as I can judge, wc 
cannot rely on their ftaying. 

I left White-Plains about eleven o'clock yefterday ; — all 
pence then. The enemy appeared to be preparing for their 
expedition to Jerfey according to every information » What 
their defigns are, or whether their prefent conduft is not a 
feint, I caitnot determine. 

The Maryland and Virginia jtroops under lord Stirling 
have crofled the river, as have part of thofe from the Jerfey ; 
the remainder arc now embarking. The troops, judged ne«» 

X 3 ceflar^ 
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ceflary to fecure the feveral pofts through the Highlands^ 
have alfo got up. I am going to examine the pafles, and 
direflt fuqh works as may appear neceflary 5 after which, 
and making the bed difpofition I can of things in this quar- 
ter, I intend to proceed to Jerfey, which I expeft to do to^ 
morrow. 

The aflemblies of Maflachufetts and Connefticut, to in-^ 
duce their men more readily to engage in the fervice, have 
voted an advance 'pay of twenty Ihillings per month, in ad- 
dition to that allowed by the Con'Trefs to privates. It may 
perhaps be the means of their levying the qiiotas exa6led 
from them fooner than they could otherwife have been raif- 
ed: but I am of opinion, a more fatal and miftaken policy 
could not have entered their counciljs, or one more detri- 
mental to the general caufe. The influence of the vote 
will become continental, and materially afFeft the other 
ftates in making up their levies.. If they could do it, I am 
certain, when the troops come to aft together, that jealoufy, 
impatience and mutiny, would neceflarily arife. A differ- 
jjnt pay cannot exift in the' fame army. The reafons are ob-* 
^ious, and experience has proved their force in the cafe of 
the eaftern and fouthern troops laft fpringi Senfible of this, 
and of the pernicious confequcnces that would inevitably re- 
fult from the advance, I have prevented the commifl^oncrs 
from proceeding or publifhing their terms till they could 
obtain the fenfe of Congrefs upon the fubjeft, and remon- 
ftrated againft it in a letter to governor Trumbull. I am 
not fingular in opinion : I have the concurrence of all the 
general officers, of its fatal tendency. 

I congratulate you and Congrefs upon the news froni 
Ticonderoga, and that general Carleton and his army have 
teen obliged to feturn to Canada without attempting any 
[hing. 

J have the honor to be, &c» Q. W, 
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Sir, General Greeners garter s^ Nov. 14, 1776. 

I HAVE the honor to inform you pf my arrival here 
yefterday, and that the whole of the troops belonging to the 
ftates, which lay fouth of Hudfon's-river, .and which were jn 
New- York government, have paffed oveip to this fide, except 
the regiment, lately colonel Smallwood's, which I e:xpeQ: is 
now on their march. 

That they may be ready to check any incurfions the 
enemy m^y attempt in this neighborhood, I intend to 
xjuarter them at Brunfwic, Amboy,Elizabethtown, Newark, 
and about this place, unlcfs Congrefs ihould conceive it ne- 
ccflary far,any of them to be ftationed at or more contigu- 
ous to Philadelphia. . In .fuch cafe they will be pieafed to 
fignify their pleafure. There will be very few. of them after 
the departure of thofe who were engaged for the flying 
camp, which is fail approaching. The difpofition I have 
mentioned feems to me well calculated for the end propofed, 
and alio for their accommodation. 

The movements and defigns of the enemy are not yet urt- 
derftood. Various are the opinions and reports on this head. 
From every information, the whole hare removed from 
Dobbs's ferpy towards Kingfbridge ; and it feerps to be gene- 
Tally believed on all hands, that the invefting of Fort-Wafh»- 
ingtoa is one objeft they have in view : but that can em- 
ploy but a fmall part of their force. Whether they intend a 
fouthern expedition, muft be determined by time : to mc 
there appears a probability of it, which feems to be favored 
by the advices we have that many tranfports are wooding 
and watering. General Greene's letter would give you the 
fubftancc of the intelligence brought by Mr. Merfer^ii 
from Staten-Ifland in this inftance, which he received before 
it came to fne. 

Inclofed you have copies of two letters from general 
Howe, and of my anfwer to the firft of them. The Icttef* 
alluded to, and returned in his lad, was one from myfeif to 

X^ Mrs, 
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Mrs. Wafhlngton, of th€ twenty-fifth ultimo, from whence 
I conclude that all the letters which went by the JBofton ex- 
prcfs have come to his poiTcflion, You will alfo perceive 
that general Howe has requefted the return of Peter Jack, 
a fervant to major Stewarf, to which I have confented, as he 
was not in the military line/ and the requifition agreeable to 
the cuftom-of war. This fervant having been fent to Philadel- 
phia with the Wakieckers and other prifoners, I muft requefi: 
the favor of you to have him conveyed to general Greene by. 
the earlieft opportunity, in order that he may ba returned to 
his mafter. 

Before I conclude, I beg leive not only to fiiggeft but to 
urge the neceffity of increafing our field artillery very conCder- 
ably. Experience has convinced me, as it has every gen- 
tleman of difcemment in this army, that, while we remain 
fo much inferior to the enemy in this inftance, we muft 
carry on tlie war under infinite difadvantages, and without 
the fmalfeft probability of fuccefs. It has been peculiarly 
owing to the fituation of the country where their operations 
have been condu£ked, and to the rough and ftrong grounds 
we poffefled ourfelves of, and over which they had to pafs, 
that they have not. carried their arms, by means of their ar- 
tillery, to a much greater extent. When thefe difficulties 
ctJafe by changing the fcene of aftion to a level champaign 
country, the worft of confequences are to be apprehended, 
I would therefore, with the concurrence of all the officers 
whom I have fpoken to upon the fubjeft, fubmit to the confi- 
deration of Congrefs whether immediate meafures ought not 
to be taken for procuring a rcfpeflable train. n 

It is agreed on all hands that each batalllon (hould be fur* 
ntfhed at leaft with two pieces, and that a f mailer number 
than a hundred of three pounds, fifty of fix pounds, and 
fifty of twelve pounds, ihould not be provided, in addition 
to thofe we now have. Befides thefe, if fome eighteen 
^nd twenty-four-pounders are ordered, the train will be more 
icrvice?tble and con^plete* The whole ihould bq of brafs^ 

for 
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for the mod obvious reafons : they will be much more pott* 
able, not half fo- liable to burft ; and, when they dO} no da* 
mage is occafioned by it, and they may be caft over again. 
The fizes before defcribed fhoukl be particularly attended 
to : if they are not, there will be great reafon to expe£): mif« 
takes and confuiion in the charges in time of a^iion, as it 
has frequently happened in the beft-regulated armies. The 
difparity between thofe I have mentioned and fuch as arc of 
an intermediate fize is difficult to difcem* 

It is alfo agreed that a regiment of artillerids, with ap« 
proved and experienced officers, (hopld be obtained if pofE* 
ble, and fome engineers of known reputation and abilities. I 
am forry to fay, too ready an indulgence has been had to fe- 
veral appointments in the latter inftance, and that men have 
been promoted, who feem to me to know but little if any 
thing of the bufinefs. 

Perhaps this train, &c, may be looked upon by fome as large 
and expenfive. True, it will be fo : but when it is confider* 
ed that the enemy, having effisfled but little in the courfe of 
the prefent campaign, will ufe their utmoft effi>rt8 to fubju* 
gate us in the next, every conGderation of that fort (hould be 
difregarded, and every poffible preparation made to fruftrate 
their * * * attem'pts. How they are to be procured, is to 
be inquired into. — That we cannot provide them among 
ourfelves, or more than a very fmall proportion, fo trifling a$ 
not to defcrve our notice, is evident. Therefore I would ad- 
vife, with all imaginable deference, that, without any abate* 
ment of our own internal exertions, application (hould be im- 
mediately made to fuch powers as can and may be willing to 
fupply them. They cannot be obtained too early, if foon 
enough : and I am told they may be eafily had from France 
and Holland. ,. 

Mr* Trumbull the commiflary-general has frequently men» 
tioned to me of late the inadequacy of his pay to his trouble 
and the great rifle he is, fubje£): to on account pf the large 
fums of money which pafs through bis hands. He has 

ftated 
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ftated his cafe with a view of laying it before Congrefs and 
. obtaining a more adequate compenfation. My fentiment$ 

upon the fubjedl are already known : but yet I fhall take the 
■ liberty to add that I think his complaint to be well founded, 

and his pay, confidering the important duties and rifks of his 
• ofRcC) by no means fuflicient, and that the footing he feems 

to think it (hould be upon, himfelf, appears juft and reafon** 

A propofition having been made long fince to general 
Howe and agreed to. by him, for an exchange of prifoners 
iBi confequence of the rcfolutions of Congrefs to. that efFed, 
:I fliall be extremely happy if you will give diredliohs to the 
comnittees and thofe having the charge of prifoners in the 
feveral ftates fouth of Jerfey, to tranfmit me proper lifts of 
tlie names of all the commiffioned officers, and of their 
ranks and the corps they belong to j alfo the number of non- 
-commiSoned and privates, and their refpedlivc regiments. 
.You will perceive by his letter, he fuppofes me to have af^ 
•fefllcd fome delay, or to have been unmindful of the prppofc- 
.IKAfl had made. 

-;^ I propofe to ftay in this neighborhood a few days> in 
which time I expeft the defigns of the enemy will be more 
difclofed, and their incurfions be made in this quarter, or 
their inveftiture of Fort-Wafliington, if they are intended. 

} have the honor to be, &c» G. W» 



' Jh the Board of fVar^ 

General Greeners garter Sy November 15, 1776* 

Gentlemen, 

ON wednefday evening I received the favor of your 
fetter of the eighth inftant, in confequence of which I ftopped 
the flag that was going in with the ladies you mention, 
j)ointing out to them the neceffity of the meafure, and re- 
commending them to write to their hufbands and con- 
nexions 
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ncxions to obtain general Howe's affurances for the releafe 
of Mrs. Lewis, and Mrs. Robinfon and her children, with 
their baggage, as the condition on which they will be per- 
jnitted to go in theinfelves. Thefe terms I can only extend 
to Mrs. Barrow and Mrs. Kenlp who had never obtained my 
leave : Mrs. Watts had, and my promife that (he (liouid go 
in. The whole however were prepared to go, when the 
letter reached Newark. — The mode I have adopted fecms 
moft likely, and the only proper one, to procure the ^enlarge- 
pient of our ladies, which I wifli for much. 

J am, ^entlenien, with .great refpeft, &Cf G* W» 



Ja tbe Board of JVar. 

Gentlemen, Hachinfacj Novemler 15, 1776. 

HAVING given my promife to general Howe, on 
lii^ application, that Peter Jack, a fervant of major Stewart, 
who was fent to Philadelphia with the Waldeckers and other 
prifoners and who has nothing to do in the military line, 
(hould be returned to his mafter agreeable to the ufage pf 
war in fuch cafes, — ^I muft take the liberty to requeft the 
favor of you to have him conveyed to general Greene by the 
(carlieft opportunity, that he may be forwarded to his mafter 
in compliance with my promife. 

I alfo with that you would have all the Britifh prifoners 
collefted that you conveniently can, and fent to me as foon 
as poffible with the Heflian prifoners, that I may exchange 
them. The return of the latter I think will be attended 
with many falutary confequences : but, (hould it be made 
without that of a large proportion of other troops, it will 
carry the marks of defign, and occafion precautions to be 
^aken to prevent the ends we have in view. 

\ have the honor to be, &p» G. W. 
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Sir, General Greene* s garter s^ Nov. l6, l^^(|^ 

SINCE I had the honor of addreffing you laft, an 
imponant event has taken place, of which I wifh to give you 
the earlieit intelligence. 

■ The prefervation of the paflage of the North-river was an 
objefi of fo much confequence that I thought no pains or 
expenfe too great for that purpofe : and therefore, after 
* fending ofFall the valuable' ftores except fuch as were nccef- 
fary for its defence, I determined, agreeable to the advice of 
moft of the genieral oflicers, to rifk fomething to defend the 
poft on the ea(l fide, called Mount- Waihington. 

When the army moved up in confequence of general 
Howe's landing at Frog-point, colonel Magaw was left on 
that command, with about twelve hundred men, and orders 
given to defend it to the lad. Afterwards, reficcling upon 
the fmallnefs of the garrifon, and the 'difficulty of their hold- 
ing it if general Howe'fliould fall down upon it with his 
whole force, I wrote to general Greene who had the com- 
mand on the Jtrkj (hore, direfting him to govern himfelf 
by circumftances, and to retain or evacuate the poft as he 
fhould think beft, and revoking the abfolute order to colonel 
Magaw to defend the pdft to the laft extremity.— General 
Greene, ftruck with the importance of the poft, and the dif- 
couragement which our evacuation of pofts muft neceiflarily 
have given, reinforced colonel Magaw with delachnients 
'from federal regiments of the flying camp, but chiefly of 
Pennfjrlvania, fo as to make up the number about two thou-^ 
fand.. ■ ■ ■ * 

i lathis fituation things were yefterday, when general 
Howe demanded the furrendry of the garrifon, to which co- 
lond Magaw returned a fpirited refufaU Immediately 
upon tcceiving an account of this tranfaflion, I came froni 
Hajskihfac to this place, and had partly croflTed the North- 
river wten I met general Putnam and general Greene, wh6 
were juft returning from thence, and infortncd me that the 

troopa 
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ttoops were in high fpirits, and would make a good defence; 
and it being late at night, I returned. 

Etiyly this morhiug colonel Magaw pofted his tTO<^s partly 
in the lines thrown up by our army on our firft coming thJ*^ 
ther from New- York, and partly on a commanding hill lying 
north of Mount-Walhington, — the lines being all to the, 
(buthward. In this poGtion the .attack began about ten 
o'clock, which pur troops flood, and returned the fire in 
fuch a manner as gave me greijt hopes the enemy was en- 
tirely repulfed. But at this time a body of troops crofled 
Haerlem-river in boats, and landed infide of the fecond liue8» 
our troops being then engaged in the firft* 

Colopel Cadwallader, who commanded in the lines, fent 
off a detachment to oppofe them : but they, being over- 
powered by numbers, gave way ; upon which, colonel Cad« 
wallader ordered his troops to retreat in order to gain the 
fort. It was done with much confufionj and the enemy 
eroding over came in up^n them in fuch a manner, that a 
Dumber of them furrendered. 

At this time the HeiTians advanced on the north fide of 
the fort in very large bodies. They were received by the 
troops pofted there, with proper fpirit, and kept back a con- 
fiderable time : but at length they were alfo obliged to fub- 
mit to a fuperiority of numbers, and retire under the can- 
non of the fort* ^ 

The enemy, having advanced thus far, halted ; and imme- 
diately a flag went in, with a repetition of the demand of the 
fortrefs, as I fuppofe. At this time I fent a billet to colonel 
Magaw, dire£l;ng him to hold out, and I would endeavor 
this evening to bring off the garrifon, if the fortrefs could 
not be maintained, as I did not expeft it could, the enemy 
being poflefied of the adjacent ground. But, before this 
reached him, he had entered too far into a treaty, to retraft: 
after which, colonel Cadwallader told another meflenger / 
who went over, that they had been able to obtain no other 
ternxs than to furrender as prifpners of war. In this fitua-. 

tion 
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tion matters now (land. I have (lopped general Beall's and 
general Heard's brigades, to preferve the poft and ftores herei 
which, with the other troops, I hope we fliall be able to 
cffeft, 

I do not yet know the numbers killed or wounded on 
cither fide : but, from the heavinefs and continuance of the 
fire in fome places, I imagine there muft have been confider- 
able execution. 

The lofs of fuch a number of officers and men, many of 
whom have been trained with more than common attention, 
will, I fear, be feverely felt ; but, when that of the arms and 
accoutrements is added, much more fo; and muft be a fur- 
ther incentive to procure as confiderable a fupply as poffibic 
for the new troops, as foon as it can be done. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G, W« 



Sir, Hackinfacj November 19, I776» 

I HAVE not been yet able to obtain a particular ac- 
count of the unhappy affair of the Cxteenth, nor of the 
terms on which the garrifon furrendcred. The intelligence 
that has come to hand is not fo full and accurate as I could 
wi(h. One of the artillery, whofe information is moft direft^ 
and who efcaped on funday night, fays the cnemy*s lofs was 
very confiderable, efpecially in the attack made above the 
fort by the divifion of Heffians that marched from Kingf- 
bridge, and where lieutenant-colonel Rawlins, of the late 
colonel Stephenfon's regiment, was pofted. 

They burned yefterday one ot two houfes on the heights, 
and contiguous to the fort,' and appeared, by advices from 
general Greene, to be moving in the evening their main 
body down towards the city. Whether they will clofe the 
campaign without attempting fomething more, or make an in- 
curfion into Jerfey, muft be determined by the events them- 
felves. 

As Fort-Lee was always confidered at only nccefTary in 
7 conjundioa 
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conjundion with that on the eaft fide of the river, to prc- 
ferve the communication acrofs, and to prevent the ene- 
my from a free navigation, it has become of no importance 
by the lofs of the other, or not fo material as to employ a 
force for its defence. Being viewed in this light, and ap- 
prehending that the ftores there would be precarioufly fitu- 
ated, their removal has been determined on to Boundbrook 
above Brunfwic, Princeton, Springfield, and Acc^uackenunk 
bridge, as places that will not be fubjeft to fudden danger in 
cafe the enemy fhould pafs the river, and which have been 
thought proper as repofitories for fome of our ttores of pro- 
viGon and forage. 

The troops belonging to the flying camp Under generals 
Heard and Beall, with what remains of general Ewing's 
brigade, are now at Fort-Lee,' where they will continue' till 
the ftores are got away. By the time that is effefted, their 
term of enliftraent will be near expiring; and, if the enemy 
(hould make a pufli in this quarter, the only troops that 
there will be to oppofe them, will be Hand's, Hazlett's, 
the regiments from Virginia, and that, lately Smallwood's, 
— ^the latter greatly reduced by the lofles it fuiUined >on 
Long-Ifland, &c, and ficknefs : nor are the reft by any 
means complete. In addition to thefe, I am told there are a 
few of the militia of this ftate, who have been called in 
by governor Livingfton. I fliall make fuch a difpofition of 
the whole at Brunfwic and at the intermediate polls, as fliall 
feem moft likely to guard againft the defigns of the enemy, 
and to prevent them making an irruption or foraging with 
detached parties. 

The inclofed letter from colonels Miles and Atlee will 
fhcw Congrefs the diftrefledfituation of our prifoners in New- 
York ; and their diftrefs will become greater every day by 
the cold inclement feafon that is approaching. It will 'be 
happy if fome expedient can be adopted, by which they 
may be furnifhed with iieceffary blankets and clothing. ' 

Humanity 
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Huoianity and the good of the fervice require it^ — ^I think 
the mode fuggeiled by thefe gentlemen, for eilablifhing a 
credit, appears as likely to fucceed, and as eligible, as any 
that occurs to me. It is probable many articles that may 
be wanted can be obtained there, and upon better terms 
than elfewhere. In refpe<Si: to provifion, their allowance 
perhaps is as good as the fituation of general Howe's ftpres 
vifiLl admit of : it has been faid of late by deferters and 
others that they were rather fcant. 

By a letter from the paymafter-general, of the fcventeenth, 
he fays there will be a neceflity that large and early remit- 
tances fhould be made him. The demands, when t^e troops 
now in fervice are difmifled, will be extremely great. Be- 
fides, the bounty to recruits will require a large fupply ; and 
he adds that the commifiary-general has informed him, that» 
between this and the laft of December, he (hall have oc- 
caiion for a million of dollars. 

November 21.' -The unhappy afFair of the fixtcentb 

has bisen fucceeded by further misfortunes. Yefterday 
morning a large body of the enemy landed between Dobbs's 
ferry and Fort-Lee. Their objeft was, evidently, to inclofe 
the whole of our troops and ftores that lay between the 
North and Hackinfac rivers, which form a very narrow neck 
of land. For this purpofe, they formed and marched as 
foon as they had afcended the high grounds towards the fort. 
Upon the firft information of their having landed, and of 
their movements, our men were ordered to meet them : but 
finding their numbers greatly fuperior, and that they were 
extending themfelves to feize on the pafles over tlic river, it 
was thought prudent to withdraw our men ; which was 
efFeded, and their retreat fecured. We loft the whole of 
the cannon that was at the fort (except two twelve-pounders) 
and a great dejal of baggage, between two and three hun- 
dred tents, about a thoufand barrels of flour, and other ftores 
in the quartermafter's departrr^ent. This lofs wa& inevitable. 
2 As 
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As many of the ftorcis had been removed as circurnftanccs 
dhd time would admit of. The ammunition had 'been hap- 
pily got away* 

Our prefent fituation between Hackijtfac and Paflaie rivers 
being exadly (imilar to our late one, and our force here by 
no means adequate to an oppofition that will promife the 
fmalleft probability of fuccefs, we are taking meafures to 
retire over the waters of the latter, when the beft difpofition 
will be formed that circumftances will admit of, v 

By colonel Cadwallader, who has 1 been permitted by ge- 
neral Howe to return to his friends, I am informed the fur- 
render of the garrifon on the fixteenth was on the common 
terms as prifoners of war ; the lofs of the HefEans, about 
three hundred privates and twenty-feven officers killed and 
wounded; about forty of the Britifh troops, and two or 
three officers ; the lofs on our fide but inconfiderable. I beg 
leave to refer you to him for a more particular accoiftit, and 
alfo for his relation of the diftreffes of our prifoners,-*— 
Colonels Miles and Atlee's letter, mentioned above^ upon 
this fubjeft) was through miftake fent from hence yefterday 
morning. The mode of relief propofed by them was a 
credit or fupply of cafli through the means of Mr. Franks* 
This feems to be doubtful, as he is faid to be in confine* 
ment by colonel Cadwallader, — provided it would have been 
othferwife prafticable. 

I have the honor to be, &C* G. W. 

P. S. Your favor of the fixteenth was duly received. — My 
ktter to the board of war, on the fubjeft of the return of 
the Waldeckers, I prefume you will have feen. 



SlUj Newark^ No^mhr 2^^ ^11^' 

I HAVE not yet heard that any provifion is making 

to fupply the place of the troops compofing the flying camp, 

whofe departure is now at hand. The fituation of our 

^rffatrs is truly critical, and fuch as requires- uncommon exer- 

VoL. r. Y tiwiA 
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tions on our part. From tht movements of the enemy, and 
the information we have received, they certainly will make 
a pufh to poiTefs themfelves of this part of the Jerfey.— In 
order that you may be fuHy apprifed of our weaknefs, and 
of the necefGty there is of oi^r obtaining early fuccours, I 
have, by the advice of the general officers here, dire£l:ed 
general Mifflin to wait on you. He is intimately acquainted 
with our clrcumftances, and will reprefent them better than 
my hurried ftate will allow. 

I have wrote to general Lee to come over with the conti* 
nental regiments immediately under his command: thofe 
with general Heath I have ordered to fecure the pafles 
through the Highlands. I have alfo wrote to governor 
Livingfton requefting of him fuch aid as may be in his 
power ; and would fubmic it to the confideration of Con- 
grefs whether application fhould not be made for part of the 
Pennfylvania militia to ftep forth at this preffing time. 

Before I conclude, I would mention, if an early and im- 
mediate fupply of money could be fent to Mr. Dalham to 
pay the flying-camp troops, it might have a happy e£Fc<3:. 
They wbuld fubfift themfelves comfortably on their return, 
provide many neceflfaries of which they are in great want ; 
arid moreover it might be the meaiis of inducing many, after 
'feeing their friends, to engage again. 
, Xexpcftied, on coming here, to have met with many of 
the militia, but find from inquiry that there are not more 
than from fpur to five hundred at the different pofts. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Newark, November 27, 1 776. 

I DO myfelf the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 

your favors of the twenty- firft and tu^enty-fourth, with their 

feveral inclofures. The execution of the «refolves has been 

and will be attended to as far as in my power. 

I have wrote to general Schuyler to fend down as early 

. . -. . as 
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as poffible th« troops in the. northern department from this 
and the ftate of Pennfylvania. The propofitioii for exchang- 
ing Mr. Franklin for general Thompfon I {hall fubmit to 
general Howe, as foon as circumftances will allow me. 

I have nothing in particular to advife you of, refpefting 
the enemy, more than that they are advancing this way. Patt 
of them have pafied the Paflaic; and I fuppofe the main body 
that they have on this fide the .Nprth-river would have done 
the fame before now (as they are coming on), had their pro* 
grefs not been retarded by the weather which has bceft 
rainy for feverai days pail. I have fcouts and detachments 
constantly out to harrafs them and watch their motions, and 
to gain, if poilible, intelligence of their defigns. 

Colonel Miles, who has been permitted to go to Philadel- 
phia for a few days by general Howe, will deliver you this, 
and inform you of the diftreffes of our prifoners, and the ne- 
ceffity of effe(£ting their exchange as far as we have prifoners 
to give in return. 

By a letter from the board of war on the fubje£l of an 
exchange, they mentiop that feverai of the prifoners in our 
hands have enlifted. It is a meafure, I think, that cannot 
be juftified, though the precedent is furniihed on the fide of 
the enemy : nor do 1 conceive it good in point of policy* 
But, as it has been done, I IhaU leave it with Congrefs to 
ofder them to be returned or not, as they fhall judge fit. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Brunfwic^ Novemher y^^ 17 7 6^ 

I HAVE been honored with your favor bf the twen- 
ty- fix ih, and with its inclofures, by which I perceive the 
meafures that have been adopted for forwarding a rein- 
forcement of militia. Their arrival is much to be wi(hed, 
tlie fituation of Our affairs being truly alarming, and fuch as 
demands the earlieft aids. As general MifHin's prefence 
may have a happy influence on the dlfpofition and temper of 
Y t many 
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many ol" the aflbciators, I (hall not direft his return fo Idrtg 
fs he can be done without, and till it becomes Jnaifpenfably 
iieceflary. 

On thurfday mbrning I left Ne^^-ark, and arrived here yes- 
terday with the troops that were there. It was the opinion 
4f all the generals who Wete ivith me, that a retreat to th?s 
place was teqiiifite^ arid foiinded in neceflity, as our force 
was by no meahs fufficient to itiake a ftand, with the leaft 
probability of fuccefs, agailift an enemy much fuperior ill 
nufhber, aftd whofe advaftced guards were entering the town 
by the time our real* got oift. It was the wifti of all to , 
'Jiave remained there longer, and to have halted before we 
came thus far : but, upon due confideration of our ftVength, 
the circuniftances attending the enliftment of at great part of 
our little force, and the frequent advices that the enemy 
were embarking or about fo embark another detachment for 
Staten-Ifland with a view of landing at Amboy to co-ope- 
rate with this, which feemed to be confirmed by the infor- 
hiation of fome perfons who cartie from the ifland, that they 
were collefting and impreffing all the waggons they could 
iind,-^it was judged, rteceflary to prdceed till we came hete, 
hot only to prevent their bringing a force to aft upon our 
front and rear, but alfo that we might be more convenient 
to oppofe any troops they might land at South-Amboy, 
which many conjeftured to be an objeft they had in view, 
'^his conjecture too had probability and fome advice^ to 
fupport it. 

I hoped we (hould hare met with large and early fuccours 
ty this time : but as yet no great number of the militia of 
this (late has come in ; nor have I much reafon to expeft 
that any confiderable aid will be derived from the counties 
•which lie bcydnd this river, and in which the enemy are. 
' Their firuatlon will prevent it in a great meafure from thofe 
parts where they are, profvided the inclinations of the people 
Ijv^ere good. Added to this, I have no aflu ranees that more 
than a very few of the troops compofing the flying camp will 
2 remain 
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remain after the time of their engagement is out; .fo,f;vf 
from it, I am told that fame of general Swing's brigade^ 
who (land engaged to the firft of January, are now going 
away. If thofe go whofe fervice expires tbk day^ our force 
will be reduced to a mere handfuL . 

From intelligenre received this morning, one divifion q£ 
the enemy was advanced laft night as far as EUzabethtow;)^ 
and fome of their quarter-mailers had proceeded s^^ut four 
or five miles on this fide, to provide barn^i^ iccf for tlieir acr 
commodation. Other accounts fay another divifion, com* 
pofed of Heflians, arc on the road through ^Springfield, aa4 
are reported to have reached t^at plac^ laft night. I do not 
know how far their views extend : but I doubt not, they 
mean to pufli every ^idyani^age refulting from th^ fmall num* 
ber and ftatc of our tropps. 

I early began to forward part of the fto\'£s^froi;n this placjp 
towards Philadelphia. Many are gone; the r^ft w^ arq^rcf 
moving, and hope to fecure. 

I am, firi very rcfpedfully, ^c. G. W^ 

P. S. I have wrote to governor Livingfton, who is exertr 
ing himfelf to throw in every affiftance, and to hav^ gnards 
placed at the ferries to prevent the return of tbe foldi^rs wto 
are not difcharged* 



To the Board of War, 

Hcad^S>uarters^ Brunfwic, N^emher 30, 1 7 76. 
Gentlemen, 

I AM to acknowledge the receipt of your favors o£ 
jthe eighteenth, nineteenth, and twenty-third inftant, which, 
from the uofcttj^d fituation of our affairs, I have not been 
^blc to anfwer before. That of the eighteenth inclofes a lift 
of ftores [imported] in the Hancock-and*Adams continental 
fliip, and carried into Dartmouth in New-England, — with a 
rcfolve of (Jongrefs to deliver the muflccts, powder> legd, and 

YS flints, 
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SInts, to my order. As the other articles of tlie cargo will 
be full as ufeful to the army as thofe included in the refolve,! ^ 
I \trould advife that flireftions be ^iven to have the whole 
cargo removed from Dartmouth to fome fecure pl^e in the 
neighborhood of Philadelphia, and there depofited till call- 
ed for. it is by no means' proper that fo great a quantity of 
jfhilitary (lores fhould be lodged with the army, efpecially at 
prefent, as we know not to-day where we (hall be obliged to 
remove to-morrow : and that will in all probability be the 
cafe while the enemy cointinue with a light army on this fide 
thie North-river* 

i - In dttfwer to (hat part of yours of the nineteenth in which 
you aflc my advice as to the propriety of enlifting )prifoners 
of war, I'wotild juft obfervcj that, in my opinion j it is nei- 
their confident with the rules of war, nor politic: nor can 
f -think, tha't, becaufe our enemies have committed an unjuf- 
t^fiable aftiohi by enticing, and, \n fome inftances^ intimi- 
dating our men into their fervice, We ought to follow their 
example. Before. I had the honor of yours on this fubjeft, 
i li^d deterfhiiied to remonftrate to general Howe on this 
hb^d. As 'tb thofe few whb have already ehlifted, I would 
^6t have them again withdrawn afid fent in, fctCltife Aey 
might be fubje£led to punifliment : but I would have the 
praftice difcontinued in future. -If you will revert to th^ 
<:npitulation of St. John's and Chamblee, you will find an 
exprefs. ftipulation againfl the cnHfling theprifoners taken 
there. » 

1 rematked that the enliftment of prifoners was not a po- 
litic ftep : — my reafon is this, that in time of danger I have 
always bbreirved fuch perfons moft backward, for fear (I fup- 
pofe) of falling into the hands of their former mafters, from 
yrhom they cxpeft no mercy : and this feaf they are apt to 
communicate to their fellow-foldiers. They are alfo moft 
teady to defert when any aftion is expe£led, hoping, by 
''^carrying inlcifigcnce, to fecure their peace. 

I met captain Hefkethori the roadj and, as the fifuatioa 

of 
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• • 

of 1^15 family did not admit of delay, I permitted him to go 
immediately to New-York, not having the lead doubt but 
general Howe will make a return of any officer of equal rank, 
who ihall be required* 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, - Erunfwlcj Decemler l^ l*j*]6. 

I YESTERDAY had the honor of writing you, and 
to advife you of our arrival here.. I am now to inform you 
that the enemy are (till advancing, and that their van-guard 
had proceeded as far as Bonem, a fmall town about four 
miles this fide of Woodbridge, according to njy laft intel- 
ligence. As to their number, reports are varipus* Some 
fay they were joined yefterday by a confiderable reinforce- 
ment from Staten-Ifland. How far this faft maybe true,, 
I cannot determine: but% from every .information, before, 
they were between fix and feven thoufand ftrong, 

I have for fome .tin^e pad fuppofed Philadelphia to be the 
©bjeil of their movement, and liaye every reafon to believe 
ndy opinion well founded, — the advices of fundry perfons, 
who have had an opportunity of mixing and converfing with 
ijiem on the march, agreeing that fuch is die report. I have 
wrote to governor Livingfton upon the (ubjeft, requefting 
liis utmoft exertions to forward on every fuccour in his 
power. The fame, I truft, will be attended to in Pennfyl* 
vania. Without a fuflicient number of men and arms, their 
progrefs cannot be checked : — at prefent our force in totally 
inadequate to any attempt. 

Several officers belonging to the enemy, who were pti- 
.foners, have obtained permiffion to return. I have not yet 
fent in the names of thofe belonging to us, that are to be 
exchanged for them. By a Virginia paper, I perceive that 
captain Morgan and lieutenant Heath, who were takien pri- 
foners at Quebec, and now on parole, are promoted in the 
late arrangement of officers in that ftate,— the former to a 

Y 4 regiment^ 
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rcgimenty the litttx. to ^ majority. It would.be well if they 
were releafed: but, being Virginians, and not knowing that 
any gentlemen who were taken at the fame time are fo cir- 
cumftanced, I have declined claiming their return without 
the opinion of Congrefs, left I fliould incur the charge of 
partiality. 

I have fent forward colonel Humpton to colle6l proper 
boats and craft at the ferry for tranfporting our troops: and 
it will be of infinite importance to have every other craft, 
befides what he takes for the above purpofe, fecuredon the 
weft fide «f Delaware : othcrwifc they may fall into the 
enemy's handstand facilitate their views* 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. Half after me oWock^ P. il/.-r-rThe enemy are faft- 
advancing i fome of th&m arq^now in fight* All the men of 
the Jerfey flying camp under general Heard, b^ing applied 
to, have refufed to cpntinue longer in fervice. 



: SiK, December i, 1776, half after feveny P, M* 

IN a little time after I wrote you this evening, the 

enemy appeared in feveral parties on tlie heights oppoCtc 

Brun(wic> and were advancing in a large body towards thfc 

crofling-place* -We had a fmart cannonade whHft we were 

parading Ourinifn, but without any or but little lofe on either 

fide. It b^ing impoffible to oppofe them with our prefent 

"fei-ce with the leaft profpeft of fuccefs, we (hall retreat to 

the weft fide of Delaware (and have advanced about eight 

miles) where it is hoped we (hall meet a reinforcement fuffi- 

clent to check ^heir progrefs. I h^ve fent colonel Humpton 

forward to collect the neceffary boats for our tranfportation, 

and conceive it proper that the militia from Pennfylvania 

ihould be ordered to^vards Trenton, that they may be ready 

to join us, and a<St as occafion may rccjuire, 

- I am, fir, yo^r moft obedient fervant, G» W. 

P. S. I wiin my letters of ycft<?rday may arrive fafe, being 

informed 
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informed that the return exprefs who had them wis idling 
his time^ and (hewing them ou the road. 



: SlR^ Princeton^ December 2, 1776. 

I ARRIVED here this morning with our troops bfe- 
twcen eight and nine o'clock, when I received the honor of 
your letter of the firft with its inclofure. 

When the enemy firft landed on this fide the North-river, 
I apprehended that they meant to make a pufh this way ; and 
knowing that the force which I had was not fufficicnt to op- 
pofe them, I wrote to general Lee to crofs with the feveral 
continental regiments in his divifion, and hoped he would 
have arrived before now. — ^By fome means or other he has 
been delayed. — I fuppofe he has paffed the river, as his let- 
ter of the twenty-fixth ultimo mentioned that he had march- 
ed a brigade the day before, and (hould follow the next him- 
felf. The remainder of the troops I conceived neceffary to 
guard the feveral paffes through the Highlands $ nor do 1 
think they can be called from thence. Their number is 
very fmall, being reduced to very few by the departure of the 
troops who ftood engaged till the thirtieth ultimo. 

I underftand there are now at Briftol feveral prifoners. 
As their exchange at this time; cannot be efFedled with pro- 
priety, I- think it will be neceflary, under the prefent fituatioa 
of affairs, to have them removed immediately to fome more 
interior place, upon their paroles. If they remain^ they may 
be of infinite difadvantage. ' 

I have the honor to be, &c. <J. W. 

[^On tjje outjide of the foregoing letter^ which is^ as ufual^ ' 
. addrcjfed to \he prejident of Congrefsy appears the foHov^}-- 
hig I'me^ to Mr, Peter Sy fecretary to the board of war. 1 

Sir, difpatch an exprefs immediately, to have the prifoners 
at' Briftol removed, R.H.Harrison, 
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Sir, Hcad'^arterSy Trenton^ Dec. 3, 17J'(>. 

I ARRIVED hei'e myfelf yefterday morning with 
the main body of the army, having left lord Stirling with 
two brigades at Princeton Ind that neighborhood, to watch 
tlie motions of the enemy^ and give notice of their approach. 
I am informed that tliey haxl not entered Bruufwic yefterday 
morning at nine o'clock, but were on the opp ofite fide of the 
Rariton. 

Immediately on my arrival here,, I ordered the removal of 
all the military and other llores and baggage over the Dela* 
ware : a great quantity are already got over ; and as foon 95 
the boats come up from Philadelphia, we fhall load them ; by 
which means I hope to have every thing fecured this night 
and to-morrow^ if wc are not difturbed. After being dif- 
encumbcred of my baggage and ftores, my future fituation 
will depend entirely upon circumftances. 

I have not heard a word from general Lee fince the twcn- 
ty-fixth of laft month \ which furprifes me not a little, ^s I 
have difpatchcd daily expreffes to him, defiring to'jcnow 
when 1 might look for him. This makes me fearful that 
my letters have not reached him. I am informed by report 
that general St. Clair has joined him with tliree or four regi- 
ments from the nortliward. To know the truth of this, and 
alfo when I may expeft him, and with what numbers, I have 
this minute difpatchcd colonel Steward (general Gates^s 
^ide- de-camp) to meet general Lee and bring me an ac- 
count. 

I look out earneftly for the reinforcement from Philadel- 
phia. I am in hopes, that, if we can draw a good head of 
^nen together, it will give fpirits to the militia of this ftate» 
who have as yet afforded me little or no affiftance ; nor can 
I find they are likely to do much. 

General Heard juft informs me that a perfon, on whofc 
veracity he can depend, has reported to him that on funday 
laft he counted a hundred and feventeen fail of (hips going 

out 



OFFICIAL LETTERS, ^ 331 

out, of the Hook. — You may depend upon being advifed in- 
ftantly of any further movement In the enemy's army l)r 
mine. — I have the honor to be, Sec. G. W. 



Sir, Trent oJiy December 4, 1776, 

SINCE I had the honor of addrefling you yefterday, 
X received a letter from general Lee. On the thirtieth ulti- 
mo he was at Peekflcill, and expefted to pafs the river with 
his divifion two days after. From this intelligence you will 
readily conclude that he will not be able to afford us any 
^id for feveral days. The report of general St. Clair's having 
joined him with three or four regiments, 1 believe to be al- 
together premature, as he mentions nothing of it. It }^2Lt 
^Tifen, as I am informed, from the return of fome of the 
* Terley and Pennfylvania troops from Ticonderoga, whbfe 
time of fervice is expired. They have reached PluckemiA 
■where I have wrote to have them halted and kept together, 
if they can be prevailed on, till further orders. 

The inclofed is a copy of a letter which came to hand laft 
night from major Clark, to which I beg leave to refer yoii 
for the intelligence it contains. —The number of the enemy 
f^id to be embarked is fuppofed to be rather exaggeVated. 
That there has been an embarkation, is not to be doubted, it 
being confirmed through various channels. By colonel Grif- 
fin, who went from Brunfwic on funday morning with a 
captain Sims, to pafs him by our guards, and who was de^^ 
rained by lord Cornwallis till monday evening on account oF 
his fituation, the aniount of general Clinton's force, front, 
what he could colleft from the officers, was about fix thou- 
fand: as to their deflination, he could not obtain the lead 
Information. By him I alfo learn the enemy were in Brunf- 
wic, and that fome of their advanced parties had proceeded 
two miles, on this fide. The heavy rain that has fallen has 
probably checked their progrcfs, and may prevent their fur- 
"thcn* movement for fome time. 
" I have the honor ^o bc^ &c. Q. W* 
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To Richard P^ers^ Efqulre^ Secretary to. the Board of War ^ 

Sir, Head^^uarters^ Trcjitorty Dec. 4, 1776. 

YOURS of the twentieth of laft month was deliver- 
ed to me by the brigadier La Roche de Fermoy, who is now 
here, but unable to render me that fervjce, which, I dare 
fay, from his character, he would, were he better acquainted 
with our language. 

I yefterday received a letter from you without a date, 
mentioning that the prifoners from York-town were direft- 
cd to halt at Newtown for my orders. On hearing they were 
there, I fent colonel Moylan to conduct them, and the pri^ 
foner$ from Reading who arrived nearly at the fame time, 
over towards Brunfwic, and deliver theni in. 

I hopq you have not fent captain Price, lieutenant Pea- 
coc^ and major Campbell, pn to this place, ^s it is highly 
improper they ihould fee and know the fituation of o^r army 
here and at Princeton, They had better be ffnt up, un^ci? 
the care of fome perfon, to Newtown or that neighborhood, 
a^lid there wait the arrival of fome larger party,; who, I ima- 
gin?j wiU be fpon forwjir^ed from Lancafterj and. go in witiSj 
them. _9 ' * 

Lieutenant Symca came over to me at . Uriytifwic i^rom- 
Bethlehem without the kaft guard or efcort i and a Ueuter 
jiant of the feventh regiment went through our \yhole army, 
and wa$ at . laft difcovered by a mere accident. H« had a; 
p^fs from the council of- fafety, and that was all. . Such ^r>* 
irregularmode of fufftring prifoners to go in alone rouft b^ 
put a ftop to, or the enemy will be as well acquainted with 
our fituation as we ^re pu.rfelves. If they are left at liberty 
to chufe their own route, they will always, talte that through, 
our array, fpr reafons too obvious to mention. ■ 

I am, fir, your mofl obedient fervant, G. Wr 

I have been obliged^ to fend down a number of our fick to 
Philadelphia, .to m^e room for tfec troops^ 4p4^p,remo^. 

thexQ 
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them out of the way. Be pleafed to have fome care taken 
to have them properly accommodated- I (houid think* part 
of the Houfe-of-employment might be procured for ,that 
purpofe; I have ordered down an officer from each regiment, 
and a furgeon's mate, if they can be fpared : but I hope they 
will not want the affiftance of the tifiling phyficians of the 
hofpital. 



Slit, Trentoriy December 5, 1 776 

AS nothing but neceflity obliged me to retire before 
the enemy and leave fo much of the Jerfeys «nprote6bed, I 
conceive it my duty, and it correfponds with my inclination, 
to make head again ft them fo foon as there (hall be the Icaft 
probability of doing it with propriety. That the countiry might 
H in fome meafure be covered, I Idft two brigades confifting of 
the five Virginia regiments and that of Delaware, containing 
in the whole about twelve hundred men fit for duty, under 
the command of lord Stirling and general Stephen, at Pridce- 
ton, till the baggage and ftores could crofs the Delaware, or 
the troops under their refpedlive commands fliould be forcied 
from thence. I (hall now, having removed the greateft part 
of the above articles, face about with fuch troops as are here 
fit for fervicc, and march back to Princeton, and there go- 
vern myfelf by circumftances and the movements of general 
I^e, At any event, the enemy's progrefs may be retarded 
by this means if they intend to come on, and the people's 
fears in fome meafure quieted, if they ^o not. Sorry I am' 
to obferve, however, that the frequent cali$ upon the militia 
of this ftate, the want of exertion in the principal gentlemen 
t>f the country, or a fatal fupinenefs and infenfibility of dan- 
ger till it is too lure to prevent an evil that was not only 
forefeen but foretold, have been the caufes of our late dis- 
graces. 

If the militia of this ftate had ftepped forth in feafon (and 

timely notice tlvey had), we might have prevented the CTremv?« 

• ' •" • croiling 
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eroding the Hackinfac, although witliout fome previous noike 
of the time and place it was impofiible to have done this at 
the North-river. We might with equal probability of fuc- 
cefs have made a {land at Brunfwic on the Rariton. But 
as both thefe rivers were fordable in a variety of places (knee- 
deep only), it required many men to defend the paflTes ; and 
thefe we had not. At Hackinfac our force was infufficient^ 
becaufe a part was at Elizabethtown, Amboy, and Brunt- 
wic> guarding a coaft which 1 thought moft expofed to dan- 
ger ; and at Brunfwic, becaufe I was difappointed in my ex- 
peftation of militia, and becaufe on the day of the enemy's 
approach (and ^probably the occaGon of it) the term of the 
Jerfey and Maryland brigades' fervicc expired s neither of* 
which would confent to ftay an hour longer. 

Thefe, among ten thoufand other inftancesi might be ad- 
duced to fiiew the difadvantages of fliort enliftjnents, and the 
little dependence upon militia in times of real danger. But, as 
yefterday cannot bu recalled, I will not dwell upon a fubjedi: 
which, no doubt, has given much uneafinefs to Congrefs, as 
well as extreme pain and anxiety to myfelf. My firft wilh 
is that Congrefs may be convinced of the impropriety of re- 
lying upon the militia, and of the neceflity of railing, a larger 
(landing army than what they have voted. The faving in the 
article of (lores, provilions^ and in a thoufand other things, 
by having nothing to do with militia unlefs in cafes of extra- 
oidLnary exigency,- and fuch as could not be expedled in the 
common courfe of events, would amply fupport a large army, 
which, well officered, would be daily improving, inftcad of 
continuing a deflruQive, expenfivc> and diforderly mob. 

I am clear in opinion, that, if forty thoufand men had bcem 
kept in conftant pay fince tlie firft commencement of hotti- 
lities, and the militia had been excufed doing duty during 
that, period, the continent would have faved money. When 
I refie£l on the lofTes we have fuftained for want of good • 
troops, the certainty of this is placed beyond a doubt in my 
mind. In fuch cafe, the militia, who have been harrafTed 

and ' 
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and tired by tepcated calls ujpon them (and farming and ma-- 
nufaftuTCS in a manner fufpended), would, upon any prefT- 
ing emergency, have run with alacrity to arms 5 whereas the 
cry now is, ** they may be as well ruined in one way as an- 
other*," and with difficulty they are obtained* 

I mention thefe things, to fliew, that, in my opinion, If 
any dependence is placed in the riiilitia another year, Con- 
glrefs will be deceived. AVhen danger is a little removed 
fipom them, ihey will not turn out at alh When it comes 
home to them, the well-affefted, inftead of flying to arms to 
defend thcmfelves, are bufily employed in removing their 
families and efFecis, — whilil the difafFefted are concerting 
' meafures to make their fubmiihon, and fpread terror and 
difmay all around, to induce others to follow the cxampl«. 
—Daily experience and abundant proofs warrant Jhis iiifor- 
mation. 

I (hall this day reinforce lord' Stirling with about tw^elvc 
hundred men, which will make his number about two thou- 
fand four hundred. To-morrow I mean to repair to Prince- 
ton myfelf, and (hall order the Penwfylvania troops (who arc 
not yet arrived, except part of the German batallion and & 
company of light infantry) to tlie fame place. 

By my lad advices, the enemy are ftill at Brunfwic \ and 
the account adds that general Howe was expeftcd at Eliza- 
beth town with a reinforcement, to ereft the king's ftandard, 
and demand a fubmifiion of this (late. I can only give this as 
a report brought from the enemy's camp by fome of the 
■country people- — I have the honor to be, Sec. G. W. 



• -Sir, Trentcriy December 6, 1776. 

I HAVE not received any intelligence of the enemy's 
movements fince my fetter of yeflerday. From every infor- 
mation, they ftill remain at Brunfwic, except fome of their 
.parties who aie advanced a fmail diftance on this fide. ,To-: 
; . .. . . ^2j 
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day I ihall fet out for Princeton myfelf, unlds fomcthittg 
ihould occur to prevent me, whieh I do not exped; 

By a letter of the fourteenth ultimo from a Mr. Caldwdl, t 
clergyman, and a (launch friend to the caufe, who has fled 
from Elizabethtown, and taken refuge in the mountains 
about ten miles from hence, I am informed that general or 
lord Howe was expefted in that town to publifh pardort 
and peace. His words are> " I have not feen his proclama- 
tion, but can only fay he gives fixty days of grace, and paf- 
dons from the Congrefs down to the committee. No 
one man in the continent is to be denied his mercy." — In 
the language of this good man, the lord deliver us from his 
mercy ! 

Your letter of the third, by major Livingfton, was duly 
received. BefQre it came to hand, I had wrote to general 
Howe about governor Franklin's exchange^, but am not cer- 
tain whether the letter could not be recovered. I difpatch* 
cd a meflenger inftantly for that purpofe* 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W* 



Sir, Mr. Berkley's Summer Seat, Dec. 8. 1776. 

COLONEL Reed would inform you of ihe intelli- 
gence which I firft met with on the road from Trenton to 
Princeton yefterdny. Before I got to the latter, I received 
a fecond exprefs informing me, that, as the enemy were ad- 
vancing by different routes, and attempting by one to get in 
the rear of our troops which were therfe (and whofe num- 
bers were fmall, and the place by no means defenfible), they 
had judged it prudent to retreat to Trenton. The retreat 
Was accordingly made, and fince to this fide of the fivdr. 

This information I thought it my duty to common icate 
as foon as puflible, as there is not a moment's time to be 
loft in aflembling fuch force as can be collefted; and as 
tli€ obje£t of the enemy cannot now be doubted in the . 

fmaUeft 
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fimallfift degree^ Indeed I ^all be out in my conjefture (for 
it is only conjedure) }£ thp i^te embairkationx at New-Yo^k 
h not for Delaware river, to co-operate with the army under 
the immediate command of general Howe, who, I am in- 
Cormpd from good authority, i$ with the Britifli troops and 
bis whole force upon this route. 

I iiave no certain intelligence of general Lee, although I 
have fent frequent exprefles to him, and lately a colonel 
Q-umpton to bring me fome accurate accounts of his fituation. 
I laft night difpatched another gentleman to him (major 
Hoops) defiring he would haflen his march to the Delaware, 
in which I would provide boats near a place called Alexan- 
dria, for the tranfportation of his troops. — ^I cannot account 
for the jQownefs of his march. 

In the difordered and moving ftate of the army, I cannqt 
get returns : but, from the beil accounts, we had between 
three thoufand and three thoufand five hundred men, beforp 
^he Philadelphia militia and German b;^^allion arrived :-<r 
they amount to about two thoufand* 

I have the honor to be, &c. ^* W. 



Sir, H^ad-^arters^ Trenton Falls, Dec. 9, 1776. 

I pID myfelf the honor of writing to you yefterday, 
and informing you that I had removed the troops to this iid» 
of the Delaware. Soon after, the enemy made their appear- 
ance, and their van entered juft as our rear guard quitted. 
We had removed all our (lores, except a few boards. — From 
the bed: information, they are in two bodies, one at and near 
Trenton, the other fome miles higher up, and inclining to- 
wards Delaware ; but whether with intent to crofs tliere, or 
throw themfelves between general I>ee and me, is yet ua« 
certain. 

I have this morning detached lord Stirling with his bri% 
gade,to take poft at the different landing-places, andpreveQ| 
them from ftealing a march ^pon us from above ; for I %m 

Vou L Z in{prme4i 
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Informed, if they crofs at GorycPs ferry or thereabouts, thqr 
are as riear to Phihdelphiai as we are here. From feveraf 
accounts I am led to think that the enenty are brih^ihg boats 
with them : if fo, it will be iEhpoffiblc for our fmall force ta 
givo^ them any confiderable oppofition in the paflage of the 
river, las they maf] make a feint at otie place, and, by a fiid- 
den removal, carry their boats higher or lower before we can 

• bring our cannon to play upon them. 

Under fhefe circumftanccs, the fecurity of Philadelphia 
fhould be oar next objeft.--*-From my own remembrance, 
^bwt more from information (for I never viewed the ground), 
I fhould think that a communication of lines and redoubts 
might foon be formed from the Delaware to Schuylkill on 
the north entrance of the city, the lines to begin on the 
Schuylkill fide, about the heights of Springatebury, and fun 
eaftward to Delaware, lipon the moft adrantageous and 
commanding grounds. If fomething of this kind is ifot 
•^done, the enerhy might, in cafe any misfortune fhould befall 
us, march direftly in, and take poffeflion. We have evct 
fdunifthat lines, ' however flight, are very formidaWe to 
them : they would at leaft give a check till people could re- 
cover of the fright and confternation that naturally attends 
Ae firft appearance of an enemy* 

In the mean time every ftep (hould be taken to colleft 
force, not Only from Pennfylvania, but from the moil neigh«* 
borly dates. If we can keep the enemy from entering Phila- 
delphia, and k^ep the communication by water open for fup- 
p!ies»*we may yet make a (land, if the country will come to 

• our affifftance till our new levies can be collefted. 

-; If the meafure of fortifying the city (hould be adopted, 
fomt (kiiful perfon fhould immediately view the grounds, 
and begin to trace out the lines and vi^rks. I am informed 
there is a French engineer of eminence in Philadelphia »t 
this time: if fa, he will be the moft proper. 
: I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

• P. SI havcLJufl; received the inclofed from general Heath* 
*,.;,, ' ^- —General 
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*-(xeneral Mifflin is this moment come up, and tells me that 
all the military fltofes yet remain in Philadelphia. This makes 
the immediate fortifying of the city fo neceiTaryi that I have 
defired general Mifflin to return to take charge of the ftores^ 
and have ordered major-general Putnam immediately, dowii 
to fuperintend the works and give the neceflary dire£lions< 



Sir, Head-^arters^ Falh ofHelawarey Dec, 10, t "])()* 
SINCE I ha(d the honor of addreffing you yefterday, 
iiothing of importance has occurred. — Ih refpe£k to the 
enemy's movements j I have obtained no other information 
than that they have a number of parties patroling^ up and 
down the river, particularly above. As yet they have hot 
attempted to pafs; nor do any of their patrole^^ though 
fome are exceedingly fmall^ meet with the leall interruption 
from the inhabitants of Jerfcy^ 

By a letter received laft night from general Lee, of th^ 
eighth inftant, he was then at Morriftown, where he en-» 
tertained thoughts of eftablifhing a poft : but, on receiving 
my difpatches by major Hoops, I fhottld fuppofe ht would be 
. .convinced of the neceffity of his proceeding this way with all 
the force he can bring. 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W* 

P. S. Nine o^clocky A* Afi-^I this minute received in- 
formation that the enemy were repairing the bridges, three 
or foTir miles below Trenton ; which feems to indicate an 
intention of their paDSng lower down, s^nd fuggefts to me 
the neceffity that fome attention fhould be had to the fort at 
Billingfport, left they fhould poflefs themfelves of it; the 
. coniideration of which I beg leave to fubmit to Congrefs- — 
I have wrote to the council of fafety on ^e fiibje£l« 
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Sir, Head'^iartersy Falls of Delaware^ Dec. il, 1776. 

AFTER 1 had wrote you ycfterday, I rdceWed ccf- 
taia information that the enemy, after repairing Crofwix'$ 
bridge, had advanced a party of about five hundred to Bot- 
deatown. By their taking this route, it confirms me in my 
opinion, that they have an intention to land between this 
and Philadelphia, as well as above, if they can procure boats 
for that purpofe. ' 

I laft night direfte'd commodore Seymour-to ftation all his 
galiies between Bordentown and Philadelphia, to give the 
earlieft intelligence of any appearance of the enemy on the 
Jerfey ihore. 

I yefterday rode up the river about eleven miles, to lord 
Stirling's poft, where I found a prifoncr of the forty-fecond 
regiment who had been juft brought in* He informed me 
that lord Comwallis was at Pennytown with two batallions 
of grenadiers, and three of light infantry, all Britiflii thcr 
Heflian grenadiers, the forty-fecond Highland regiment, and 
two other batallions, the names of which he did not remember. 
He knew nothing of the reafons of their being affembled 
there, nor what were their future intentions.- But 1 laft 
night leccived information fronamy lord Stirling, which had 
been brought in by his fcout»j'^hich in fomc meafure ac- 
counted for their being there. They had made a forced^arch 
from Trenton on funday night, to Coryel's ferry, in hopes 
of furprifing a fufEcient nuiir^bcf of boats %(^ tra«{port them ; 
but, finding themfelyes difapppinted, had marched back to 
Pennytown, where they remained yefterday. From their 
feveral attempts to feize boats, it does not look as* if they 
had brought any with themV as I was at one time informed. 
I laft night fent a perfon over to Trenton, to learn whctbct 
there was any appearance of building any i but he could not 
perceive any preparations for a work of that kind f fo that I 
am in hopc<j, if proper care is taken to keep all the craft out 

of 
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of their w:iy, they will find the crofling DeUvtrare a mattet^ 
of c<mfideraUc dHficuUy- 

I ireceiy^d another letter from general Le«lail. evenings. 
It was dated at Chatham (which I take to be near Mprxif* 
town) the eighth of this month. He had t;hen received 
my letter ftnt by akijot Hoops, but feemed ftill inclined to 
hang upcm the enemy's rear, to which I fhould have no ob- 
je(^ion, had I a fufficient force to oppofe them in front : but 
as I have not at prefent, nor do I fee much probability o£ 
further reinforcement, I have wrote to him in the moft preil^ 
ing terms, to join me with all expedition. 

Major Sheldon, who commands the volunteer horfe from 
Connefticut, waits upon Congrefs to eftabliih fome mode of 
pay. I can only fay that tlic fervice of himfelf and his troop 
has been fuch as merits the warmeit thanks of the public^ 
and deferves a handfome compenfation for their trouble. 
Whatever is fettled noW, wiU ferve for a precedent in fu?. 
ture. — ^From the experience I have had, this campaign, of 
the utility of horfe, I am convinced there is no carrying pa 
the war without them; and I would therefore recommend 
the eftabliibment of one or more corps (in proportion to the 
number of foot) in addition to thofe. already raifed in Vir- 
ginia. If major Sheldon would undertake the comsiand 
of a regiment of horfe on the continental eftabllfljment, I 
believe he could very foon raife them; and lean recommend 
him as a man of activity and-fpirit^ from what I have feen of 
kim.«^I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



. Sir,. -Trenton Fall s^ December I2, 17764 

I LAST night received the favor of Mr. Thompfon's 
letter incloCng the proceedings of Congrefs^ of the eleventh 
inftinti— As the |)ublication of their refolve, in my opinion, 
.will not lead to any good end, but, on the contrary, may be at- 
tended with fome bad confequences, I ihall take the liberty 
to decline inferting it in this day's orders. I am perfuaded, 
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if the fubjeft is ta'fc;en up anc! fccbnfidered, thatGbrigrefr 
will concur with me in fentiment. I doubt not but there arc 
foiTie ^ho have propagated ^thc report '^ but what if they 
have? Their remainirtg in or leaving Philadelphia muft be 
governed by circumftance6 and events. If their departure 
Ihould become ncceffary, it will be right ; on the other hand, 
if there (liould not be a ncceffity for it> they will remain, and 
their continuance will ihew the report to be the produdioa 
of c.alun?ny and falfehood. In a word, fir, I conceive it a 
matter that may be as well difregarded j and that the re«f 
moyal or {laying of Congrefs, depending jpntirely upon 
•yents/lhould not have been the fubjedl of a refolve. 

The intelligence wc obtain refpe<Sling the movements and' 
fttuation of the enenjy is far from being fo cettain and fatif^ 
faiJlory as I could wifli^ though every probable means in my 
power, and that I can devife, are adopted for that purpbfc* 
The latcft I havq received was from lord Stirling hft night. 
He fays that two grenadiers of the Innifkillen regimenty 
whp were taken and brought in by fome countrymen, in-^ 
form that generals Howe, Gornwallis, Vaughan, &c, with 
about fix thoufand of tjie flying arpmy, were at Penny town, 
waiting for pontoons to come up, with which they mtan to 
pafs the river near the Blue Mounts^ or at Coryers ferry,— 
they believe, the latter;— that the two batallions of guards 
were at Brunfwic, and the Heflian grenadiers, chafleurs, aticl 
a regiment or two of Britifii ty'oops, ^reat Trenton. 

Captain Miller of colonel Hand's regiment alfo infornj$ 
me, that a body of the enemy were marching to Burlington 
yeflerday morning. Jle had been fen t oyer with a ftrong 
fcouting' party, and, at day-break, fell in with their advanced 
guards confifliqg of about four hundred Heflian troops, who 
:fired upon hiin l^efore they were difcovered, but without any 
Lofs, and oblige4 him to retrej^t with hjs party a;id to takq 
boat. The number of the whole he could not ^ifcenain ; 
but it appeared to be confiderable. Captain Miller's ac- 
jpount is' partly confirpaed by ComiT)odprp ^eyraour who re- 
ports 



porU that four or five hundred of the enemy had entered the 
town.. Upon the whole, there can be no doubt but ithat 
Philadelphia is their objeft, and that they will pafs the Dc* 
laware as foon as poHible. Happy fhould I be if I could fee^ 
the means of preventing them : at prefent, I confefs, I do 
not. All military writers agree that it is a work of great 
difficulty, nay imprafticablc, where there is any extent of 
jcoaft to guard. This is the cafe with us ; and we have to 
do it with a force, fmall and inconfidexable^ and much infci- 
rior to that of the enemy. Perhaps Congrefs have fome 
hope and profpeG of reinforcements : I have no intelligence 
of the Ibrt, and wifli to be informed on the fubjeft* Our 
little handful is daily decreafing by ficknefs and other caufes : 
andj without aid, without confiderable fuccours and exertions 
on the part of the people, what can we reafonably look for 
or expeflt, but an event that wUl be feverely felt by the com- 
pion caufe, and that will wound the heart of every virtuous 
American, — the lofs of Philadelphia ? The fubje£t is di£ 
agreeable : but yet it is true. I will leave it, wifliing thajt 
^ur fituation may become fuch as to do away die apprehen*^ 
fions which at this time feem to fill the blinds of too many, 
and with too much juftice. 

By a letter from general Heath, dated at Peekfldll, the 
eighth, I am advifcd xhat lieutenant-colonel Vofe was then 
there with Qreaton^s, Uond's^ and Porter's regiments, 
amounting in the whole to between five and fix hundred 
men, who were coming this way. He adds that generals 
Gates and Arnold would be at Goflien th^t night, with 
Stark's, Poor's, and Read's regiments^ but for what pujr- 
pofe, he does not mention. 

. The inclofed e^trafl: of a letter which I re.ceivc^d laft 
night contains intelUgence of an agreeable nature. I wifli tp 
hear its confirmation by the arrival of the feyeral prizes ; 
that with clothing at^ arm^ will be .an invaluablie acq.uiilr 
tion. ^ 

} Ihall be jglad to he adviCed of the mo4e t am to ^})feryp 
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in paying the officers; v^hcthcr thteyirc to be afflawcd to 
firaw the pay lately edablilhedy and from what time, a* hioiir 
Jong they arc to be paid under the old eftabliflimcnt. A pay- 
roll which was prefcnted yefterday, beii^ made up for the 
iiew, has given rife to thcfe propofitions. TJpoh my objeft- 
Jng to it, I was told that Congrefs or the board of war had 
feftablifticd the precedent, by paying the fixth regiment of 
Virginia troops commanded by colonel Buckner, agreedble 
to the latter, as^they came through Philadelphia. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W* 



SjR, Head-Barters, Trenton Falls, Dec. 13, 1776. 

THE apparent defigns of the enemy being to avoid 
this ferry, and land their troops above and below us, have 
induced me remove from this place the greater part of the 
troops, and throw fhem into a different difpofition on the 
mer, whereby I hope not only to be more able to Impede 
their paflage, but alfo to avoid the danger of T)eiiig ihclofed 
in this angle of the river. And notwithftandirig the extend- 
ed appearances of the enemy on the other fide, made, at 
Icaft in part, to divert our attention from any particular 
point as well as to harrafs us by fatigue, I cannot diveft my- 
ielf of the opinion that their principal delign is to ford the 
river fomewhere above Trenton 5 to which defign I have Tiad 
particular refpeft in the new arrangement, wherein I a~m fo 
far happy as to have the concurrence of the general officiers 
at this place. 

Four brigades of the army, under generals lord Stirling^ 
fiercer, Stephen and De Fermoy, extend from Yardley's up 
to Coryel's ferry, pofted in fuch a manner as to guard every 
fufpicious part of the river, and to afford afliftance to each 
other in cafe of attack. General Ewing, with the flying 
camp of Pennfylvania, and a ftfw Jerfey troops under general 
iDickinfpn, are pofted from Yardley's ferry down to the 
ferry oppofite Bordentown. Colonel Cadwallader, with the 
^^onfylvania jmlitia> occupies the ground above and below 

the 



the moirfh crfNiefhimifly river k^ hi do^rt a^ Dohk^i ferry, at 
Which placiB ctylonel Niion is pofted with the third batallic«A 
of [Pennl'yk>artla]> A pr^pef quantity df artillery is appointed 
to each brigacte ; and I ha:ve 'ordered fmall redoubts to be 
thrown Up oppofite every place where there is a p6fiibilftf 
of fording. — I fiiall reniove further up the river to be near 
the main body of my fiti'^Il arrfiy, with which every poffiMe 
oppofition thatt be given to any further approach of'tiic 
enemy towards Philadelphia, ♦ 

As general Armftrorig has a good deal of influence in this 
(late, and our prefent force is fmall and inconfiderable, 1 
think he cannot be better employed than to repair to the 
counties where his intereft lies, to animate the people, pro- 
mote the recruiting fervice, and encourage the militia to 
come in. He will alfo be able to form a proper judgment 
of the places fuitablc for n>agaztnes of provifion to be col- 
leded. I have requefted him to wait upon Congrefs on this 
fubjedi : and if general Smallwood (hould go to Maryland 
on the fame bufmefe, I think it would have a happy effed * 
he is popular and of great influence, and, I am perfuadedj 
would contribute greatly to that ftate's furniftiing her quota 
of men in a little time. He is now in Philadelphia. 
- I have the honor to be, &c, G. W. 



SMt, * JleaJ'^arUrs, at Kelth^s^ Dec. 15, .1776, 

ABOUT one o'clock to-day I received a letter frorji 
general Sullivan, a copy of which you have inclofed. I will 
not comment on the melancholy intelligence which it cohii 
tains, only adding that I fmcerely regret general I>ce\s im^ 
happy fate, and feel much for the lofs of irry country in his 
captivity. • ^ 

In refpeft to the enemy, they have been induftrious in 
their attempts to procure boats and fmall craft : but as yel 
their efforts have not fucceeded. From the latcft advices 
that I have of their movements by fome prifoners and others, 
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£hcy appear to be. leaving Trentoni and to be filifJg off tOt. 
wards Princeton and AUentowti. What their defigns arje, 
wheth.er th^cy mean to Te^trcat^ or onjy a feint^ cannojt be dc^ 
fiennined. I h^ve parties out to watch their motik)n% and to 
Jform, If poffiible, an accurate opinion, of their plans* 
. Our force, fince xny laft, has received no augmentation, — 
ff£ cOBrfe^ by ficknefs and other caufes, has diminiflied : bu| 
I am advifed by a letter frojm jthe council of fafe.ty, whicl]^ 
juft came to hand, that colonels Burd and Gilbreath are 
paarchipg with their batalUpns of militiaiy and alfo that fpm$ 
imall parti.es are aifeaibling in Cjumberbnd county. * * * . 
I h^vp tht honor tp be^ &c. . G. W* 



fSj[R, Head'^arieriydt Keith^Sj Dec. l6, 1776. 

IN a late letter which I had the honor of addrelHng 
you, I took the liberty to recommend that more batallions 
ihould be raifed for the new army than what had been 
voted. Having fully confidercd the matter^ I am miore and 
more convinced not only of the propriety but of the neceff 
fity of the meafure. That the enemy will leave nothing 
Hn-efTayed in the courfe of the next campaign to reducq 
thefe ftates to the rule of a moft ♦ * *^ rnufll be obvipus 
to every one ; and that the militia is not to be depended on, 
or aid expcfted from them but in cafes of the moft preffing 
emergency, is not to be doubted. The firft of thefe propofi- 
tions is unqueftionable, and fatal experience has given her 
fan£Vion to the truth of the latter : indeed their lethargy o( 
late, and backwardnefs to turn out at this alarming crifis, 
feem to juftify an apprehenfion that nothing can bring them 
from their homes. For v/ant of their adiflance, a large part 
of Jerfcy has been expofcd to ravage and to plunder ; nor 
do I know that Pcnnfy Ivan ia would fiiare a better fate> could 
general Howe efFeft a paflage acrofs the Delaware with a^ 
refpeftable force. Thefe con fj derations have induced me to 
wifli that no reliance^ except fuch as may arifc from ncceflity, 
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fiioukl e^et he had in theija 9gain ; and to make furtber men^f 
^on to Congrefe of the expediency of increaChg their ^rmp- 
— y trufl: the meafiire will meet their eariieflr attention* 

Had I leifure aud were it neceffary, I could jfay mnek 
upon this head ; b4;it, a3 I have not, and the matter i« well 
underftood^ J will not add muph. By angmenting the 
number of your batalUons, ypu will augment your force : th» 
officers of each will ^^ve their intereft and influence; and^ 
upon th<5 whole, their numbers will be much greater, though 
they ihould not b^ cooiplete. Added to this, from the prcv 
fent confufcd ftate of Jerfey, and the improper appointmcnls 
of officers in many in(Unce$, I have little or no expediation 
that ibe wiU be ^bl^ tp raife a]l the troops exa£led from her^ 
though I think it might be done, were (iiitable fpirited 
gentlemen commiffioncd, who would exert themfelves, and 
encourage the people, many of whom (for a failure in this 
inftance, and who are well difpofed) are making their fub- 
miffions. — In a word, the next will be a trying campaign : 
and as all that is dear aqd valuable may depend upon the 
iifue of it, J wpuld advife that nothing (hould be omitte4» 
that (hall feem neceflary to our fuccefs. Let us have a re* 
ipedlable af my, and fuch as will be competent to every exi-. 
gency, 

I will alfo add that the critical fituation of our affairs, and 
jhe diflblution of our prefent force (now at hand), require 
that every nerve and exertion be employed for recruiting the. 
new batajiior)^. One part of general Howe's movements at 
this tjme^ I believe, is with a defign to diftraft us and pre-^ 
vent this bufujefs. If the inclemency of the weather fliould 
force him into winter-quarters, he will not reiiiain there 
longer than nepeffity fliall obUge him : he will cpmmence his 
operations in a ftiort fpace of time; and in that time out 
Ijsvies muft be made up, tq oppofe him, or I fear the mofl 
melancholy of all events mufl take place. 

The inclofed extraft of a 'etter from the commiflary-ge- 
^eral will ihevir his demands for money, and his plans for 
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procuring Mtei prorifioiif and a i^umtky xjf Sotrr from^^ 
ibuthwur4i. The whole is fubmitted to the confideration dP 
CongTcfs ; and I U'iik the refalt t]f their (pinion to be trah^ 
mitced him, -wnk (uch fbppHes of money a» m^ay be JKoefiary 
foT'himfeif and the departmenti he mentions. 

The clothing 4>f the troops is a vnalter of infinite import- 
ance, andy. if it €6uld be aceompliihed, would have a happy 
ciFcd. Their diftreffes arc extremely g»eae, many of them 
being enriiety naked> andimoft fo thinly clad as to be unfit 
for ferviee. I muft entreat Congrefs to write to the agents 
and contraOorft upon this fubjc£l| that every poffible fupply 
may be proctired and forwarded with the utmoil cKpedition. 
I eannot attend to the bufinds myfelf» having more than: 1 
can poiBb!y d^ fcefidet. 
. 1 have the hondr to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Camp^ above Trenton Falls^ Dee. ao, 1776* 

I HAVE waited with much impatience to know the 
defermmations of Congrefs on the prop6fitions madcfomc 
time in Odober laft for augmenting out corps of artillery and 
cftablifhing a corps of engineers. The time is now comcwhen 
the firft cannot be delayed without the greateft injury to the 
fafcty of thefe ftatcs ; and therefore, under the tefolution of 
Congrefe bearing date the twelfth inftant, at the repeated 
itidances of colonel Knox, and by the pre fltng advice of all 
the general officers now here, I have ventured to order three 
fcataUions of artillery to be immediately recruited* Thefe 
tre two Jefs than colonel Knox recommends, as you will fee 
by bis^'pJan inclofcd : but then this fcheme comprehends all 
the United States, whereas fome of the ftates have corps 
alTcariy eftabliflicd, syid thefe three batallions are iodifpehfa* 
hly ncceiTaxy for the operations in this quarter, including the 
northern department. ^ 

I'he pay of cur artillerifts bearing no proportion with 
ftiat in the tngUfli-or Frcuch fervicCj — the murmuring and 
:• ■ I diiTatisfadiou 
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diflatisfaftion thereby occ^fio^cil, mtA the alsfolat^lttipofil. 
tttlity (as I am told) of getting them upon the old terms,— ' 
and tlic unavoidable necellky of obtaining thend at all events, 
—have induced nic {alfo by advice) to p»omife o35<ftrs and 
men that tlieir pay (hould be* augmented twehty-^five per 
cent, or that their engagements Ihall becomtj null and void. 
This may appear to Congrefs premature and tinwamraritabit.* 
But, fir, if they view our fituation in the light it ftrikes their 
officers, they will be convinced of the utilityof the ine4futv, 
and that the execution could not be delayed till after their 
meeting at Baltimore. In (hort, the prefent exigency of our 
affairs will not admit of delay either in council ot the field 5 
for well convinced I am, that, if the enemy go into quartern 
at all, it will be for a fliort feafon. But I rather think the 
deCgn of general Howe. is to poflefs him felf of Philadelphia 
this winter, if poflible ; and in truth I do not fee what is to 
prevent him, as ten days tt>ore wjll put an end to the exift- 
cnce of our army. That one great point is to keep us as 
much harraiTed as po0ible, with a view to injure the recruit* 
ing fervice and hinder a colleftion of ftores and other nc* 
ceOaries for the next caqipaign, I am as clear in, as I am of 
my cxiftence. If therefore,- £u/&^«] wc have to provide ia 
this (hort interval, and make thefe great and arduous prepa«> 
rations, — every matter that in its nature is felf- evident is to 
})e referred to Congrefs at the dift-ince of a hundred and 
thirty or forty miles, fo much time xnufl: necefiarily elapfir^ 
as to defeat the end in view. 

It may be did that this is an application for powers that 
are too dangerous to.be entruftcd. 1 can only add that der 
fperate difeafes require defperate remedies ; and with t^utli 
declare that I have no luft after power, but wifli with a$ 
much fervency as any man upon this wide -extended <conti4 
aent for an opportunity of turning the fword iato d plough- 
ihare. But my feelings, as an officer and a man^ have beeo 
fuch as to force me to fay that 2x0 perfon ever had a great^f 
choice of difficulties to contend vrith than I havf.^It %% 
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xieedlefft to add that (hort enliftments, and a mUlaken de*^ 
jpcndcncc upon militia, hate been the origin of all Our miC- 
fortunes and the great accumulation of our itht* 

We find, lit, that the eneniy ate daSly gachcritig ffrcngth 
from the difaffeflted. This ftrength, like a fno>^-ball, hf 
rolling, will increafe^ uplefs fome meafis caii be devifed to 
check efleftually the progrefs of the enemy^s arma. Militia 
may poflibly do it for a little while : biit in a little while alib, 
the militia of thofe ftates ^hich have been f'requetftly Called 
upon will not turn out at all ; or^ if they do, it will be' with 
fo much reluSance and floth, as to arhoant to the fame 
thing :— inftance, New-Jeffcy f — witneft, Pennfylvania !— 
Could anything but the rivet Delaware have faved Phila- 
dephia ? — Can any thing (the exigency of the Cafe indeed may 
■juftify it) be more deftruftivc to the recruiting fervice, than 
giving ten dollars bounty for fix, weeks* fervice of the mili- 
tia, who come in, you cannot tell how, —go, you cannot tell 
when,— •and zd, you cannot tell where, — confume your pro- 
▼ifions, exhaud your (tores, and leave you at laft at a cri* 
tical moment ? 

Thefc, fir, are the men I am to depend upon, ten days 
hence : this is the bafis on which your caufe will and muft 
forever depend, till you get a large (landing army fufficient 
of itfclf to oppofe the enemy. I therefore beg leave to give 
it as my humble opinion, that eighty-eight batallions are 
by no means eq^al to the oppofition you are to make^ and 
,that a moment's time is not to he loft in raifing a greater num- 
ber, — not lefs, in my Opinion and the opinion of my officers, 
than a hundred and ten. It. may be urged that it will he 
found difficult enough to complete the firft. number. This 
may be true, and yet the o(ficers of a hundred and ten ba^ 
tallions will recruit many more men, than thofe of eighty- 
eight. In my judgment this is not a time to (land upon 
expenfe : our funds are the only object of confideration. 
The-ftate of NewrYork have added one batallioh (I wi(h 
' ihcy had xnadc it two) to their quota.— If any good officers 
^ offer 
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ofief to raHe men upon continental pay and eftabliflimcnt in: 
this quarter, I (hall encourage them to do fo, and regiment 
them when they have done it* If Congrcfs <iifappTovc of 
this proceeding, they will pleafe to fignify it, as I mean it for 
Ihebeft* * 

It may be thought that I am going a good deal out of the 

fine of my duty, to adopt thefe meafures, or to advife thus 

freely. A character to lofe, — an eftate to forfeitj—^-the in- 

cftimable bleffings of liberty at ftake, — and a life devoted,— 

' muft be my excufe. 

I hare heard nothing of the light horfe from Virginia, 
tior the regiment from ihe Eaftern-Shore. I wifli to know 
what troops are to a£t in the different departments, and to 
have thofe from the fduthward (defigned for this place) or- 
dered on as faft as they (hall be raifed. The route fliould 
be pointed out by which they are to march ; affiftant-com- 
imiflaries and quarter* maders upon the communication, to 
fupply their wants ; the firft or fecond officer of each batal* 
lion to forward them, and rhe other to come on, receive and 
form them at their place of deftination. Unlefs.this is imme- 
diately fet aboiit, the campaign, if it ihould be clofed, will 
be opened in the fpring before we have any men in the 
field. 

Every exertion fhould be ufed to procure tents : a 
clothier-general fliould be appointed without lofs of time for 
fupplying the aymy with every article in that way t— he 
ihould be a man of buGnefs and abilities* A commif&ry of 
prifoners muft be appointed to attend the army :— for want 
of an officer of this kind, the exchange of prifoners has been 
conducted in a moft fliameful and injurious maimer. We 
have had them from, all quarters puihed into our" tamps rat 
the moft critical junfturcs, and without the leaft previous 
notice. We have had them trsPvelling'thvougfa the diffisreoc 
ftates in all directions by certificates froxn. committees, witli* 
out any kiiid of control ; and have Jiad' zriftances. cf ibme 
going into the enemy's capip. without iay«pnsitf,ar.knoi»* 

7 l«^'g«# 
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ledge, after pafling in the manner before mentioned. — There 
may be other officers neceflary which I do not recoUeft at 
this time, and which, when thought of, muft be provided: 
for this,, fir, you may rely on, that the copnmanding officer, 
under the prefenl eflablilhment, is obliged to attcnd^to tl^e. 
•bufinefs of fo many different departments, as to render it 
impoffibje to condu£l that of his own with the attentiqn ne- 
ceffary;— than which, nothing can be more injiirioiis. 

In a former letter, I intimated my opinjpn of the neceffity 
of having a brigadier for every three regiments, and a major* 
general to every three brigades, at moft. I think no time is 
to be loft in making the appointments, that the arrangements 
may be confequent. This will not only aid the recruiting 
fervice, but will be the readied means of forming and dif- 
ciplining the army afterwards, which, in the fhort time we 
have to do it, is of amazing confequence. I have labored, 
ever- fince I have been in the fervice, todifcourage all kinds 
of local attachments and diftinflions of country, denomi- 
nating the whole by he greatert name of * Amer'tcan ;' but 
I found it impoffible to over come prejudices ; and, under the 
new eftablifliment, I conceive it beft to ftir up an emula- 
tion ; in order to do which, would it not be better for each 
ftate to furnifli (though not to appoint) their own briga- 
diers ? — This, if known to bd part of the cftabliihment, 
might prevent a good deal of contention and jealoufy^j an4 
would, I believe, be the means of promotions going forward 
with more fatisfaftion, and quiet the higher officerjj* 

Whilft I am fpeaking of promotions, I cannot help giving 
it as my opiniou, that, if Congrefs think proper to confirm 
what I have done with refpeci to the corps of artillery, co* 
lonel Knox (at prefent at the head of that department, but 
who, without promotion, will refigp) ought to be appointed 
to the command of it, with the rank and pay of brigadier. I 
have alfo to mention, that, for want of fome cftabltfhmcnt 
in the department of engineers agreeable to the plan laid be- 
Sore Cgagrefs in October lall, colonel Putnam, who was at 
8 the 
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. the head of it, has quilted, and taken a regiment in the 
ftatc of Maffachufetts* I know of no other man tolerably 
well qualified for the conducing of that bufinefs. None of 
the French gentlemen whom I have feen with appointments 
in that way appear to me to know any thing of the matter. 
There is one in Philadelphia, who, I am told, is clever : but 
him I have never feen* 

I muft alfo once more beg leave to mention to Congrefs 
the expediency of letting promotions be in a regimental line. 
The want of this has already driven fome of the beft officers 
that were in your army, out of the fervice. From repeated 
and ftri£b inquiry I am convinced you can adopt no mode of 
promotion that will be better received, or that will give 
more general fatisfa^lion* I wi(h therefore to have it an- 
nounced» 

The calling of cannon is a matter that ought not to be , 
one moment delayed : and therefore I fhall fend colonel l^nox 
to put this in a train, as alfo to have travelling carriages and 
fliot provided, — claboratories to be eftabliflied, one in Hart- 
ford, and another in York. Magazines of provifions (hould 
alfo be laid in. Thefe I (hall fix with the commiffary. As 
our great lofs laft year proceeded from a want of teams, I 
fliall direfl: the quarter-mafter^general to furnifti a certain 
number to each regiment to anfwer the common purpofes 
thereof, that the army may be enabled to remove from place 
to place differently from wl\at we have done, or could do, 
this campaign. Ammunition carts, and proper carts for 
intrenching tools, fliould alfo be provided, and I fliall dire£t 
about theili accordingly. Above all, a ftore of fmall arms 
fliould be provided, or men will be of little ufe. The con- 
fumption and wafte of thefe, this year, has been great :— • 
militia, flying-camp men, &c, coming in without, were ob- 
liged to be furniftied, or become ufelefs. Many of thefe 
threw their arms away : fome loft them, whilft others dc- 
fcrted, and took them away. In a word, although I ufed 
Vol. I. A a every 
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cverj precaution fo preferre diem, the lofs has been great ; 
and tMs wili forever be the cale in fuck a mixed and ir« 
tegalar annj as ours ha9 been. 

If no part of the troops already embarked at New^York 
has appeared inVirgtnia, thdx deftination doubtleis .mult 
be to fome c^her quarter ; and that date mufty I (houll 
think, be freed from any invaCon, if general Howe cs^i be 
efit&ually oppoled in this. I therefore indole a memo- 
randum given me by brigadier Stephen of Virginia, which 
Congrcii will plcafc to adopt in the whole, — in part, — or 
Tejefl:,— 35 may be confiftent with their plans and intelligeticc. 

The divilien of the army, late under the command of ge- 
neral Lcc, now general Sullivan, is juft upon the point of 
joining us- A ftrangc kind of faulity has attended it. 
They had orders on the feventeenth of November to Join, 
■now more than a month* General Gates, with four eaftern 
regiments, is alfo near at hand: three others from thofe 
ftates were coming on, by his order, by the way of Peekftiill, 
and had joined general Heath whom I had ordered on with 
Parfons^s brigade, to join me, leaving Clinton's brigade and 
fome militia (that were at Forts Montgomery and Ccnlli- 
tution) to guard thofe important pafl'cs of the Highlands. 
But the convention of the ftate of New- York feeminsr to 
be much alarmed at Heath's coming away,-~a fieet appear- 
ing off New* London, — ^and fome part of the enemy's troops 
retiring towards Brunfwic, — ^induced nic to countermand the 
order for the march of Parfons*s brigade, and to direct the 
three regiments from Ticondcroga to halt at Morriftown in 
Jcrfey (where I underftand about eight hundred militia had 
cclleftcd), in order to infpirit the inhabitants, and, as far 
as.polTible, cover that part of the country. I (hall fend ge- 
»<fra» Maxu'cll thb day to take the command of them, and, 
if to be done, to harrafs and annoy the enemy in their quar- 
ters, and cut ofr tlieir convoys* 

The care and vigiknce, which wer^ uled in iccuring the 

boats 
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boats on this river, have hitherto baffled every attempt of Ac 
enemy to crofs : but, from concurring reports and appear- 
ances, they are waiting for ice to afford them a paffage. 

Since writing the fotegoing I have received a letter from 
governor Cooke of Rhode-Ifland, of which the inclofed is a 
copy. Previous to this, and immediately upon the firft in- 
telligence obtained of a fleet's going through the Sound, I dit 
patched orders to generals Spencer and Arnold to proceed with- 
out the leaft delay to the eaftward. The firft, I prefume, is 
gone : the latter, not getting my letter till he came to a place 
called Eafton*, was, by advice of general Gates who alfo met 
my letter at the fame place, induced to come on hither before 
he proceeded to the eaftward. — Moft of our brigadiers are laid 
up : not one has come on with the divifion under general Sul* 
livan, but they are left fick at different places on the road. 

By accounts from the eaftward, a large body of men had 
afTembled in Rhode-Ifland from the ftates of MafTachufetts 
and ConfteSicut. I prefume (but I have no advice of it) 
that the militia ordered from the firft, to rendez-vous -at 
Danbury (fix thoufand in number) under the command of 
major-general Lincoln, for fupplying the place of the dif- 
banded men of that ftatc in the continental army, will now 
be ordered to Rhode-Ifland. 

In fpeaking of general Lincoln, I (hould not do him 
juftice, were I not to add that he is a gentleman well worthy 
of notice in the military line. He commanded the militia 
from Maflachufetts laft fummer, or fall rather, and much 
to my fatisfaftion, — having proved himfelf on all occafions 
an aftive, fpirited, fenfible man. I do not know whether it 
18 his wifli to remain in the military line, or whether, if he 
(hould, any thing under the rank he now holds in the ftatc 
he comes from would fatisfy him. How far an appoint- 
ment of this kind might oflind the continental brigadiers, 
I cannot undertake to fay : — many there are, over whom he 
ought not to be placed; but I know of no way to difcri- 
*ininate. — ^Brigadier Reed of New-Hampfliirc does not, I ' 

A a a prefume^ 
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prefume, mean to continue in fervicc : he ought not, — as I 
am told, by the feverity of the fraall-pox, he is become both 
blind and deaf. — I have the honor to be> &c. G. W. 

P. S. Generals Gates and Sullivaa have this inftant come 
in. By them I learn that few or no men are recruited out 
of the regiments coming on with them, and that there is 
Tery little reafon to expert that ihefe regiments will be pre=- 
vailed upon to continue after their term of fervice expires. 
If militia then do not come in, the confequcnces are but 
too evident. 



Sir, Camp above Trenton Falls, Decern. 24, 1 776. 

THAT I ihould dwell upon the fubjeft of our dif- 
trefles, cannot be more difagreeable to Congrefs than it is 
painful to myfelf. The alarming (ituation to which our 
affairs ^re reduced impels me to the meafure. Inquiry and 
inveftigation, — which in mod cafes ferve to develop and point' 
out a remedy, — in purs, prefent more and greater difficulties. 
Till of late, I was led to hope from report that no inconfi- 
derable part of the troops compofing the regiments that 
•were with general Lee, and thofe from Ticonderoga under 
general Gates, had enlifted again. This intelligence, I con- 
fefs, gave me reafop to expeft that I (hould have, at the ex- 
piration of the prefent year, a force fomewhat more re- 
fpecSable than what I find will be the cafe. 

Having examined into the ftate of thofe regiments, I am 
authorifed to, fay from the information of their officers, that 
but very few of the men have enlifted. Thofe who have 
are of the troops from Ticonderoga, and were permitted to 
vifit their friends and homes, as part of the terms on which 
they would re-engage. In refpeft to thofe who marched 
with general Lee, I cannot learn that any have. Their re- 
fufal, I am told, has not proceeded more from an averfion 
to the fervice, or any fixed determination not to engage 
again, than from their wiihes to return home, — ^the non-ap- 
2 pointmcnt 
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porntment of officers in fome inftances, — the turning out of 
good, and appointing of bad, — in others, and the inconiplete or 
rather no arriingement of them, — a work unhappily commit- 
ted to the management of their dates : nor have I the mod 
diilant profpeft of retaining. them a moment longer than 
the lail of this inftant, notwithftanding the moft prefling 
folicitations and the obvious neceffity for it. 

By the departure of thefe regiments I (hall be left with 
five from Virginia, Small wood's from Maryland, a fmall 
part of Rawlins's, Hand's from Pennfylvania, a part of 
Ward's from Connefticut, and the German batallion, 
amounting in the whole at this time from fourteen to fifteen 
hundred efFeftive men. This handful, and fuch militia as 
may chufe to join me, will thep compofe our army. 

When I reflefl upon thefe things they fill me with much 
concern, knowing that general Howe has a number of troops 
cantoned in the towns bordering on and near the Delaware, 
— his intentions to pafs, as foon as the ice is fufficiently 
formed, to invade Pennfylvania and to poffefs himfelf of 
Philadelphia if pollible. To gu^ird againft his defigns and 
the e:icecution of them^ (h^ll employ my every exertion : but 
bow is this to be done ? As yet but few militia have gone 
to Philadelphia, and they are to be our fupport it this alarm- 
ing crifis. fiad I entertained a doubt of general Howe's 
intentipn« to pafs tjie Delaware on the diflblution of our 
army, and as foon as the ice is made, it would now be done 
, away. An intercepted letter from a gentleman of Phila- 
delphia (who has joined the enemy), to his friend and part- 
ner in the city declares that tp be their dp.fign, — that the 
army would be there in ten or twenty days from the Cix-» 
teenth inftant, the time of his writing, if the ice fliould be 
made ; — advifes him by no means po remove their llores,— 
that they would be fafe, ' 

The obftacles which have arifen to the railing of the new 
army, from the mode of appointing the officers, induce me 
t^ hope, if Congrcfs reiblve on an additional number pf 

A a 3 bataliibiis 
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batallions to thofe already voted, that they will dcvifc fomo 
other rule by which the officers, efpecially the ficldH^fficerSj* 
ibould be appointed. In cafe an augmentation fhould be 
made to the eaftem regiments, a deviation from the former 
mode will operate more ftrongly as to them than to other 
batallions, becaufe there have been many more officers in 
fervice from thofe ftates, than the regiments voted to be 
raifed would admit of; by which means feveral deferving 
men could not have been provided for, had the utmoft pains 
l^een ufed for the purpofe j and many others of merit have 
been negledled in the late appointments,, and thofe of little 
worth and lefs experience put in theit places or promoted 
pver their heads* This has been the cafe with many of the 
beft officers. 

The inclofed letter from the paymafter-general will (hew 
the ftate of the military cheft, and the neceffity of a large 
and immediate fupply of cafti. The advances to the officers, 
for bounty and the recruiting fervice, are great : befides, the 
regiments, at the expiration of this month, will require pay 
of their claims. * * * 

I have the honor to be, &c. .. G. W. 

P. S, If the public papers have been removed from Phila- 
delphia, I hope thofe which I fent by lieutenant-colonel 
Reed before we left New- York have not been forgot^ If 
tfeey have not, I beg the favor of you to break open the 
cheft, and fend me the feveral letter-books fealed up, having 
frequent ogcafipn to refef to them. 



To Robert Morris Efqulre. 

D^AR S|R, Head-^artersy December 25, 1776. 

I HAVE your obliging favors of the twentyrfirft and 

twenty-third. The blankets are come to band; but I would 

pot have any of the other goods fent on till yon hear again 

from me. 

} agree with you that it is in vain to rumipate upop, or 

^vci^ 
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even refledl upon the authors or caufes of, our prefent mif- 
fortunes: wc fhould rather exert ourfelves, aiid look forward 
with hopes that fome lucky chance may yet turn up in our 
favor. Bad as our profpefts are, I fhould not have the 
leaft doubt of fuccefs in the end, did not the late treachery and 
defeftion of thofe, who flood foremoft in the oppofition while 
fortune fmiled upon us, make me fearful that many more will 
follow their example, who, by ufing their influence with fome 
and working upon the fears of others, may extend the cir- 
cle fo as to take in whole towns, counties, nay provinces. 
Of this we have a recent inftance in Jerfey ; and I wifh many 
parts of PennfylvaHa may not be ready to receive the yoke. 

The fecurity of thecontinental {hips of war in Delaware is 
certainly a capital objeft; and yet to draught the many hands, 
necefTary to fit them out, from the militia, might be dan- 
gerous jufl now ; perhaps in a little time hence their places 
may be fupplied with country militia ; and then, if the exi- 
gency of affairs requires it, they certainly ought to be fpared, 
— I will jufl hint to you a propofition that was made, or 
rather talked of, a few days ago by the officers of two New- 
England regiments whofe time of fervice will expire on tlic 
firft of January. They are mofl of them water men : and 
they faid their men would willingly go on board the frigates, 
and navigate them round to any of the ports in New-Eng- 
land, if it was thought they would be fafer there than ia 
Delaware. You may think of this, and let me hear from 
you on the fubje£l, if the propofition pleafes you. 

Lieutenant Boger of the navy is already gone in, and I 
have made a demand of lieutenant Jofiah in exchange j but 
I have not heard whether lord Howe accedes to it. I will 
procure the releafe of doftor Hodge as foon as it can be done 
without injuring others by giving him the preference, as I 
have always made it a rule to demand thofe firfl who have 
been longeft in captivity. I will take the fame fleps in re^ 
gard to Mr. JoneSi commander of the floop taken by the 
Andrew Dorj^. 

I fliall 
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I (liall take the earllefl opportunity of fending in your 
letter to general Lee, with the bill drawn upon major Small. 

From an intercepted letter from a perfon in the fecrets of 
die enemy, I find their intentions arc to crofe Delaware as 
foon as the ice is fufficiently ftrong. I mention thi^, that 
you may take the neceilary fteps for the fecurity of fuch pub* 
lie and private properfy as ought not to fall into their hands 
fliould they make thcmfelyes mafters of Philadelphia, of 
which they do not feem to entertain the lead doubt. 

I hope the next chriftmas will prove happier than the 
prefent, to you, and to, dear fir, your fincere friend ^nd 
humble fervant, G. W. 

P. S. I would juft aflc whether you think Chriftiana a fafe 
place for our (lores. Do not you think' they would be fi^feir 
at Lancaftcr, or fomewhere more inland ? 



Sir, Hcad'^artersy AlcrrifiowHy Dec* 27, 1 776. 

I HAVE the pleafure of congratulating you upon 

the fucrefs of an^ enterprife which I had formed againll a 

detachment of the enemy lying in Trenton, and which was 

executed yellerday morning. 

The evening of the twenty-fifth I ordered the troops in* 
tended for this f^rvice to p^irade back of M* Konkey*s ferry, 
that they might begin to pafs as foon as it grew dark, ima- 
gining we Ihould be able to throw them all over, with the 
necefiary artillery, by twelve o'clock, and that we might 
eafily arrive at Trenton by five in the morning, the diftancc 
being about nine miles. But the quantity of ice, made that 
night J impeded the paira^=;e of the boats fo much, that it was 
thre*. '..'clock before the artillery could ail be got over 5 and 
near four, before the troops took up their line of march. 

Tbis muJc' me ^ifj-^r of furpri^ng the town, as I well 
knev.' v.e could \v>t reK- ic'b.-fore the day was fairly broke. 
But aa I \^''\-^ ccr>.f ■; thtrt; v. .^s wo m.ikin;.'; a retreat without 
beh?j5 aifcovered^ aiid h.\rr^iicd on rcpaUr.ig the river, I .de- 

termiued 
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tcrmined to pufli on at ali events. I formed my detachment 
into two divifions, one to march by the lower or river road^ 
the other by the upper or Pennington road. A& the divi- 
fions had nearly the fame diftance to march, I ordered each 
of them, immediately upon forcing the out guards, to puih 
dire£lly into the town, that they might charge the enemy 
before they had time to form. 

The upper diviQon. arrived at the enemy's advanced poft 
cxaftly at eight o'clock •, and in three minutes after, I found, 
from the fire on the lower road, that that divifion had alfo 
got up. The out-guards made but fmall oppofition, though, 
for their numbers, they behaved very well, keeping up a 
conflant retreating fire from behind houfes. We prefently 
faw their main body formed : but, from their motions, tliey 
feemed undetermined how to adl. 

Being hard prefled by our troops who had already got 
pofleilioa of their artil.ery, they attempted to file, off by a 
road on their right, leading to Princeton. But, perceiving 
their intention, I threw a body of troops in their wayj 
which immediately checked them. Finding from our difpo- 
fition, that they were furrounded, and that they muft in- 
evitably be cut to pieces if they made any further refiftance, 
they agreed to lay down their arms. The number that fub- 
mitted in thi^ manner was twenty- three oincers and eight 
Hundred and eighty-fix men. Colonel Rahl the command^ 
ing officer, and feven others, were found wounded in th<$ 
town. I do not exaQly know how many they had killed ; 
but I fancy, not above twenty or thirty, as they never made 
any regular ftand. Our lofs is very trifling indeed, — only 
two officers and one or two privates v/ounded. 

I find that the detachment of the enemy confifted of the 
three Heffian regiments of Lanfpach, Kniphaulen, and 
Rahl, amounting to about fifteen hundred men, and a 
troop of Britifti light-horfe : but, immediately upon the be- 
ginning of the attack, all thofe who were not killed or taken 
pullied directly down tlie road towards Bordentown. Thefe 

would 
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would likewife have fallen into our hands, could my plan 
have been completely carried into execution. General 
Ewing vwas to have crofled before day at Trenton ferry, 
«and taken poflcffion of the bridge leading out of town : but 
Ac quantity of ice was fo great, that, though he did every 
Aing in his power to efFeft it, he could not get over. This 
difficulty alfo JiiJ^dered general Cadwallader from croffing 
with the Pennfylvania militia from Briftol. He got part of 
his foot over : but finding it impoffible to embark his artil- 
lery, he was obliged to defift. 

I am fully confident, that, could the troops under generals 
Ewing' and Cadwallader have pafled the river, I fhould have 
been able with their affiftance to have driven the enemy 
from all their pofts below Trenton. But the numbers I had 
with me being inferior to theirs below me, and a ftrong • 
batallion of light infantry being at Princeton gbove me, I 
thought it moft prudent to return the fame evening with 
the prifoners and the artillery we had taken. We found no 
ftores of any confequence in the town. 

In juftice to the officers and men, I muft add that their 
behavior upon this occafion refledls the higheft honor upon 
them. The difficulty of paffing the river in a very fevere 
night, and their march through a violent ftorm of fnow and 
hail, did not in the lead abate their ardor : but, when they 
came to the charge, each feemed to vie with the other in 
preffing forward : and were I to give a preference to any 
particular corps, I (hould do great injuftice to the others. 

Colonel Baylor, my firft aide-de-camp, will have the 
honor of delivering this to you ; and from him you may be 
made acquainted with many other particulars. His fpitited 
behavior Upon every occafion requires me to recommend 
him to your particular notice. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

InclofeJ you have a particular lift of the prifoners, artillery 
and other ftores. 
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Sir, Newtaivny Dtcemher 29, i*J*J^ 

I AM juft fetting out to attempt a fecond paflage 
x)Ycr the Delaware with the troops that were with me on 
the morning of the twenty-fixth. I am determined to efieft 
it if poifible i but know that it will be attended with much 
fatigue and difficulty on account of the icci which will 
neither allow us to crofs on foot, nor give us an eafy 
paflage with boats. General Cadwallader crofled from 
Briftol on the twenty-feventh,- and, by his letter of yefteiv 
day, was at Bordentown with about eighteen hundred mea. 
In addition to thefe, general Mifflin fent over fiyc hundred 
from Philadelphia on friday, three hundred yefterday even- 
ing from Burlington, and will follow to-day with feven or 
eight hundred more. I have taken every precaution in my 
power for fubfifting the troops, and fhall, without lofs <rf 
time, and as foon as circumftances will admit of it, purfue 
the enemy in their retreat,— try to beat up more of theiir 
quarters, — and, in a word, in every inftance, adopt fuch 
meafures as the exigency of our affairs requires, and our 
Ctuation will juftify. 

Had it not been for the unhappy failure of generals Ewing 
and Cadwallader in their attempts to pafs on the night of 
the twenty-fifth, — and if the feveral concerted attacks could 
have been made, — ^I have no doubt but that our views would 
have fucceeded to our warmeft expedations. What was done 
occafioned the enemyto leave their feveral pofts on the Dela- 
ware with great precipitation. The peculiar diftreffes to 
which the troops who were with me were reduced by the 
feverities of cold, rain, fnow, and ftorm, — the charge of the 
prifoners they had taken, — and another reafon that might 
be mentioned, — and the little profpeft of receiving fuccours 
on account of the feafon and fituation of the river,— would 
not authorife a further purfuit at that time. 

Since tranfmitting the lift of prifoners, a few more have 
been difcovered and taken in Trenton, — among them a 

6 lieutenant- 
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lieutenant-colonel, and a deputy-adjutant*general, — the whole 
sunoupting to about a thoufand. 

I have been honored with your letter of the twenty-third 
and its feveral inclofures, to which I (hall pay due attention. 
-^A flag goes in this morning with a letter to general Howe, 
and another to general Lee. For the latter, Robert Morris 
cfquire has tranfmitted a bill of exchange, drawn by two 
Britiih officers, for a hundred and fixtccn pounds, nine 
(hillings, and three pence, on major Small, for money fur- 
iiilhed them in South-Carolina, which I truft will be paid. 
This fupply is exclufive of the fum you have refolved to be 
ftnt him, and which Mr. Morris will procure in time. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. I am under great apprehenfions about obtaining pro- 
per fupplies of provifien for our troops : I fear it will be 
extremely difficult, if not imprafticable, as the enemy, from 
every account, have takea and colleiled every thing they 
could find. 
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